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Proceedings in the trial of Mr. Hastings — Dispute with Rossia-^ 
Slave-trade abolition bill — Bill for the regulation of Canada — 
Leads to an irreconcilable quarrel' between Mr. Fox and Mr. 
Burke — Consequences of this — Bill to amend the law of libels — 
Bill for relieving the protesting catholics from the operation of 
penal laws — Rejection of a bill to relieve members of the church 
of Scotland from the operation of the test act — Committee to 
inquire into the effects of imprisonment for debt — Statement of 
the finances — Ph)rogation of parliament — State of continental 
powers — Poland — France ; progress of the revolutions-State of 
public opinion in Great Britain — Efforts of the sectarians*— Dr. 
Priestley — ^Paine — Clubs and associations — Riots in Birmingham 
— Marriage of the duke of York with the princess-royal of Prussia, 
and of prince Augustus with lady Augusta Murray. 

As the house of commons last session had disposed of Tnaiof 
a question regarding the trial of Mr. Hastings, which SH^. 
involved one of its important rights, Mr. Burke, on 
the fourteenth of February, brought forward a motion 
to shorten that trial, the long duration of which began 
to be considered as a hardship on the accused* 
^ Though,' said the honorable gentleman, ' it has pleased 
God, in the fixed and unalterable course of numan 
affairs, to decree that injustice should be rapid, and 
justice slow; yet I am determined, to the utmost of 
my power, to remove every just cause of complaint.' 
His proposal, therefore, was, Hhat the managers be 
VOL. xv^ ^Q B 
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XXXIV ^^structed to proceed with no other parts of the im- 

' peachment, except such as relate to contracts, pensions, 

'^^'' and allowances;' and this was carried without a 
division : but the resolution of the commons, that an 
impeachment did not cease with the dissolution of 
parliament, was strong^ contested in the house of 
lords. On a message tcom the conmions, that they 
were ready to proceed with the evidence, a committee 
was appointed to search for precedents, which 
occasioned a suspension of the business tiU nearly the 
end of the session : at length, the report being made, 
a motion of lord Porchester, on the sixteenth of May, 
' that their lordships do now proceed with the trial,' 
was carried by a decisive majority : the -prosecution 
closed its evidence on the thirtieth; and the managers 
proposed an address to the king, praying him not to 
prorogue parliament until the trisd was finished; 
but this was neMtived. After the prosecution was 
concluded, Mr. Hastings addressed the court in a 
speech of great acuteness, force, and eloquence, 
exhibiting his view of the result; and, having con- 
trasted the situation in which he found our Eastern 
possessions with that in which he left them, he 
appealed to his accusers in the following energetic 
peroration : — 

* To the commons of England, in whose name I am 
arraigned for desolating the provinces of India, I dare 
to reply, that they are^ and their representatives persist 
in telling them so, the most florishing of all the states 
of India: it was I who made them so: the value of 
what others acquired, I enlarged; giving shape and 
consistency to the dominion wHch you hold there. I 
preserved it : I sent forth its armies, with an effectual 
but economical hand, through Unknown and hostile 
regions, to the support of your other possessions; to 
the retrieval of one from dishonor ^nd degradation, 
and of another from utter loss and subjection : I 
maintained the wars which were of your formation, or 
that of others, not of mine : I won one member of the 
great Indian confederacy from it by an act of season- 
able restitution ; with another I maintained secret 
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intercourse, and converted him into a friend; a third S?^X; 

I drew off by diversion and negotiation, and employed '- 

him as the instrument of peace: I gave you all; and "^^* 
you have rewarded me with confiscation, disgrace, and 
a life of impeachment.' After this plea of general 
merit, in extenuation of specific charges, the defence 
of the accused was postponed, by direction of the 
court, till the following session. 

When our dispute with Spain was settled, another i>wF>ute 
important subject of foreign politics engaged the''' 
attention of parliament : for Mr. Pitt, with a penetra- 
tion not inferior to that of his illustrious father, foresaw 
the future augmentation of the colossal empire of the 
north, and the consequent danger arising thence to 
the general interests of Europe. At the congress of 
Reichenbach, the defensive alliance had proposed to 
Russia that she should accede to the peace wluch they 
were negotiating with Austria; and that all conquests 
should be restored.: but Catharine constantly refiised 
to admit of any interference between her and Turkey : 
being, however, deprived of her ally, she saw the 
impracticability of subjugating that power for the 
present; and accordingly offered to restore all her 
acquisitions, except the city and dependencies of 
Oczakow, a very important place, commanding the 
mouth of the Dnieper, at a distance of less than 200 
nules from the Turkish capital. Finding pacific nego- 
tiations unavailing, the allies projected a more effectual 
interference ; and his Britannic majesty, on the 
twenty-fourth of March, sent a message to parliament, 
demanding an augmentation of his naval force: on 
this occasion. Fox and other members of opposi- 
tion strongly deprecated the latitude of construction 
^ven to detensive alliances in general, as well as any 
hostile interfer^ice on our part, for the purpose of 
seconding the ambitious policy of Prussia, in whose 
intrigues and projects we had lately become too much 
involved. *What injury,' it was asked, *had we 
received from Russia ? were all the advantages of our 
immense trade with that empire to be sacrificed for 
the sake of a Turkish fortress ? and could wisdom or 

B 2 
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\xxiv P^^^y j^®*^ Great Britain in going to war to pre- 
serve a barbarian power, which, for the sake of 



^^^^' religion, humanity, and civilisation, ought to be utterly 
extirpated ?' 

Ministers, on the other hand, argued, that the 
aggrandisement of Russia and depression of Turkey 
would injure both our commercial and political 
interests ; while the possession of Oczakow in particular 
would facilitate the acquisition, not only of Constan- 
tinople, but of Alexandria and Lower Egypt : the 
resistance now made to the encroachment of Russia 
tallied with our general policy in continental inter- 
ference, — that of maintaining the balance of power. 

Several resolutions were moved against the arma- 
ment, which, however, were rejected; although the 
eloquence of Fox, coinciding with the immediate 
interests of mercantile men, rendered the people in 
general adverse to the notion of a Russian war ; so 
that ministers, feeling a due and constitutional respect 
for the popular voice, forbore to press their measures : 
but although England was thus prevented from com- 
pelling Russia to restore the k^ of Turkey, yet the 
energy displayed by the defensive alliance induced 
Catharine to relinquish her other acquisitions made 
during the war. 

Slave trade The evidcucc ou the slave trade being closed, Mr. 

aiwiition ^iiberforce now brought forward his long-expected 
motion to prevent the farther importation of negroes 
into British plantations; which he introduced by co- 
pious and convincing arguments in its favor, grounded 
on the principles of justice, humanitv, and Christianity. 
On this question, Pitt and Fox took ike same side, m 
support of the abolition; but mercantile iUiberality 
still prevailed; the planters in the West Indies con- 
tending that they could not cultivate the islands 
without frequent additions to the old stock of negroes. 
Much stress was also laid on the effects which the 
abolition would have on our navy; the authority of 
lord Rodney being brought forward, and confirmed by 
that of other eminent commanders; who had declared 
that the power of obtaining from Guinea ships men 
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inured to the climate, if there should be a necessity for ^xxiv 

sending a fleet to the West Indies at the commence -— ^ 

ment of a war, was a consideration of great moment : 
the motion was accordingly negatived by a majority of 
seventy-five votes: but the advocates of humanity 
completed at this time an establishment of the Sierra 
Leone company, by which they proposed to introduce 
free labor and Christianity into Africa ; a bill for which 
purpose was introduced by Mr. Henry Thornton, and 
carried through both houses without opposition. 

Ministers had long contemplated improvement in 
our Canadian government ; and a bill was now framed, 
to form two provinces. Upper and Lower Canada, and 
to establish distinct legislatures ; the division being 
meant to separate those parts which were chiefly inha- 
bited by French Canadians from the more recent 
settlers. For each province there was to be a legis- 
lative council, either hereditary, or for life, at the 
option of his majesty; with a provincial assembly, to 
be chosen by freeholders for seven years, and to be 
assembled at least once a year; the governor, repre- 
senting the sovereign, might refuse his sanction to any 
proposal of a law, untU the final determination of 
Great Britain should be known: the British govern- 
ment also gave up its right of taxation, asserting only 
that of regulating external commerce. This bill 
passed through both houses without any material 
alterations; though Fox considered it as not suf- 
ficiently agreeing with those principles of liberty, 
which seemed to be now hastening into general adop- 
tion : he also took occasion, when Burke was not pre- 
sent, of censuring some of the principal doctrines in 
that gentleman's late publications; nor did he hesitate 
to question the utility of hereditary power and titles, 
concluding with a sneer at * ribbons red and blue.'^ 

Mr. Burke naturally considered this as an indirect Quan-ei 
challenge to him by his old associate; and when the j^oTand 
biQ was recommitted on the sixteenth of May, he rose B^te. 
to state his sentiments in reply : in adverting, however, 
to the French constitution by name, and the imhappy 

« Scq Prior's Life of Burke, vol. ii. p. 138. 
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^^y scenes with which it was connected, he was loudly and 
- frequently called to order from the opposition benches ; 
the other side of the house as vehemently maintaining 
that he was in order; while the shouts and cries and 
gestures of contending parties presented a scene only 
to be paralleled in the political assemblies of a neigh- 
boring country. At length, an express vote of censure 
against him for noticing the affairs of France was 
moved by lord Sheffield, and seconded by Fox : but 
Pitt, after urging the point of order in his favor, 
declared that ne was .grateftil to the right honorable 

fentleman for the manly struggle made by him against 
'rench principles; that his views should receive sup- 
port from hhn whenever the danger approached ; and 
that his zeal and eloquence in such a cause intitled 
him to the gratitude of all his feUow-subjects. Fox 
followed in a vehement address of alternate rebuke and 
compliment; while he vindicated his own opinions, 
questioned the consistency of his right honorable 
friend, whom he must ever esteem as his master, 
though he seemed to have forgotten the lessons of his 
own teaching. 

There appeared to Mr. Burke such premeditation 
and want of generosity in this proceeding, that he rose 
to reply under the strong influence of excited feelings ; 
though there is reason to suppose that he himself had 
for some time contemplated a renunciation of his 
connexion with Mr. Fox. After discussing the main 
question, he complained of being treated with unac- 
countable harshness and malignity; of being personally 
attacked from a quarter where he least expected it, 
after an intimacy of more than twenty-two years; of 
his public sentiments and writings being garbled, and 
his confidential communications violated, to color an 
unjust charge ; he added, that although at his time of 
life it might be indiscreet to provoke enemies or to 
lose friends, yet, if his steady adherence to the British 
constitution placed him in such a situation, he would 
risk aU; and as public duty taught him, with his last 
breath exclaim, — *Fly from the French constitution.' 
Fox here whispered, that there was no loss of friend- 



|791« 



GEORGE UL 7 

ship. ' Yes,' said Burke, * there was a loss of friend- ^xxiv 
ship; he knew the price of his conduct; he had done- 
his duty at tiie price of a friend; theb connexion was 
at an end.' He concluded with an eloquent apostrophe 
to the two great heads of their respective parties; 
exhorting them, whatever might be theb general diffe- 
rences, steadfisistly to guard the sacred edifice of the 
British constitution against innovation and new 
theories. 

This public and pointed renunciation of long inti- 
macy so affected Fox, that when he rose to reply, he 
was for some time unable to give utterance to his 
speech : at length, he found relief in tears; and then, 
after touching cm the bill and French affairs, he burst 
into an eloquent appeal to his old and revered friend; 
to the remembrance of their past attachment; to their 
reciprocal affection, as dear, and ahnost as binding, as 
that between farther and son: seldom had there been 
heard in the houseso pathetic and personal an address; 
yet even in this' ebullition of sensibility, the pertinacitv 
of the disputant contended so strongly with the feel- 
ings of the man, that he gave utterance to several 
bitter sarcasms, aind reiterated some of his objection* 
able remarks: rejoinders on both sides followed, with- 
out the interpibsition of more amicable sentiments; 
and the connexion between these illustrious men was 
dissolved for ever.^ 

In the cause of this disunion, there were circum- 
stances which made it impossible for them ever again 
to act together: the dispute was not about some 
trivial affair, or speculative topic; but a great con- 
stitutional question, fiill of irritating matter, and in- 
volving in its consequences the very existence of the 
constitution; one which agitated all persons, and 
which met parliamentary statesmen at every turn in 
debate : besides, it was one on which, frcan the first, 
each seemed to have staked his reputation for political 
wisdom agidnst the other; ' Mr. Fox,' as it has been 
observed, Svith all the enthusiasm of a generous,. 

^ Mr. Burke as it would appear, from principle, refused, even on hu death-bed^ 
to see Mr. Fox, though he declared * that he was a man bom ib be loved.* 
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XXMV ^^^& ^^^ unwary man; Mr. Burke, with the 

E3netration of a profound philosopher, and the calcu- 
tmg sagacity of a practical statesman:'^ in such a 
case, no reconciliation could have lasted lon^. This 
rupture excited at the time an extraordinary mterest; 
and was followed by very important results: the 
opposition instantly saw in it a considerable diminution 
of that consequence which they had hitherto enjoyed 
as a body; and in their indignation against Burke, 
attributed his secession £rom their rarSks either to 
splenetic ill-humor at the superior influence of Fox 
and Sheridan, who rejected his dictation; or to a 
desire of joining that party, whose political power he 
saw firmly established, and which was the distributer 
of those pecuniary rewards that afterwards fell to his 
lot.^ 

The-riiext measure which engaged parliamentary 
attention was a biU for empowering juries to try the 
question of law as weU as fact, in prosecutions for 
libel: a similar biU had been introduced in 1771 
by Mr. DowdesweU, but drawn up by Burke, the 
moving spirit of his party, and supported by him in a 
most eloquent and able speech : it then received, 
hpwever, only hollow support from his own friends,, 
and was resisted by the ministry; among whom Fox 
spoke pointedly against it. At the present moment, 
however, that statesman sagaciously, though not very 
consistently, seized on this bill as a prop to his failing 
popularity : it was now debated, not as a party question, 
but as a constitutional right; and having obtained the 
vigorous support of Pitt and Erskine, it passed the 
commons with a large majority. In the upper house, 
lord Grenville supported the measure with no less 
zeal than lord Loughborough; and the excellent lord 

* Prior's Life of Burke, vol ii p. 1 45. 

* Having been taunted with a desertion of bis principles ; and a paragraph 
having appeared in the Morning Chronicle, stating that the great body of die 
whig party bad decided on the late dispute in favor of the purer tenets of Mr. 
Fox; he published, towards the end of the summer, his celebrated pamphlet, 
styled * An Appeal from the New to the Old Whiffs,' to show that his doctrines 
were in perfect coincidence with the allowed standard of correctness ; and that 
the French revolution was not a transient evil, but one productive of worse evils to 
come. 
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Camden took the lead in its favor: it was, however, so ^xxiv 

strongly opposed, as an innovation on the laws of the - 

kingdom, now agitated with the dangerous maxims of ^^^*' 
our neighbors, that it was rejected by their lordships; 
though in the following session it was again proposed, 
and passed into a law. 

Another and a successM measure, supported byCathoUo 
that illustrious trio, Pitt, Burke, and Fox, was Mr. '®^**^*^ 
Mitford's bill, to exempt protesting catholic dissenters 
from the penal statutes, on taking an oath conformable 
to their protest. A considerable body of these reli- 

§ionists had recently protested in express terms against 
octrines imputed to their body : they had denira the 
pope's temporal authority, and his right to excommu- 
nicate princes, or to absolve subjects from the oath of 
allegiance; they also disavowed the lawfulness of 
breaking faith with heretics, and the power claimed by 
their priests, of exempting men from moral obligations. 
The principle of this bill was generally approved, and 
the bench of bishops displayed a liberal zeal in its 
favor : Dr. Horsley especially exerted his great abilities, 
not only in promoting its success, but in accommo- 
dating the words of the oath to the scruples of 
Komanists; who felt a strong reluctance to brand the 
memory of their ancestors with the charge of damnable 
heresy and impiety. 

The church of Scotland, perceiving a disposition in 
parliament to relieve nonconformists, trausmitted from 
the general assembly a petition, praying for a repeal 
of the test act, as applicable to that country. On the 
tenth of May, sir Gilbert Elliott made a motion 
according to the tenor of this document ; the supporters 
of which endeavored, but ineffectually, to prove that 
the law, as it stood, was inconsistent with the articles 
of union: the petition was discovered to have been 
sent principally at the instigation of English dissenters, 
who represented themselves to the church of Scotland 
as presbyterian brethren; and the bill founded on it 
was rejected by a large majority. 
On the twelfth of May, Mr. Burke gave a proof 
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xxxnf *^^* ^^ ^^ ^^^ indifferent to the principles of real 
-liberty and reform, by his eloquent support of Mr. 
Grey's motion for a committee to inquire into the 
effects of imprisonment for debt; a blemish, as he 
observed, in our law, which produced all the effects 
of abject slavery: and the legislature of the present 
day, by passing the insolvent act, seems to have 
adopted the spirit of his sentiments. 

Financial Previouslv to the introduction of his financial scheme, 
Pitt proposed the appomtment of a committee to 
inquire what had been the amount of income and 
expenditure during the last five years, and what they 
might be expected to be in future; also what alter- 
ations had occurred in the amount of national debt 
since the fifth of January, 1786. From a report made 
to the house, on the tenth of May, it appeared that 
the average annual produce of taxes for the last five 
years had exceeded the estimate by about £80,000; 
that all the expenses of the same period, amounting to 
£88,000,000, exclusive of the armament of 1790, for 
which a special provision was made, had been defrayed 
by the annual income and sums received from extra- 
ordinary resources, with the addition of £1,000,000 
raised by a tontine, and of £187,000 by short annuities ; 
that, according to the most correct estimate that could 
now be made, the annual income of the country would 
in fiiture exceed the expenses of a peace estabhshment 
by £62,000; that £3,822,003 had been apphed to the 
reduction of the national debt, above tiie sums by 
which it had been increased; and that the stocks 
purchased by the commissioners up to February 1, 
1791, amounted to £6,772,350. This satisfiwstory 
report fully confirmed aU the declarations made by 
Mr. Pitt respecting the financial state of the country; 
^nd when he opened the budget on the eighteenth of 
May, he was enabled to provide for the services of the 
year, which required £6,728,000, without a loan or 
any additional taxes. 

Parliament was prorogued on the tenth of June; 
whm thq king, in his speech, applauded the zeal with 
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which the two houses had applied themselves to the ^Ay 

different objects of deliberation, and expressed his - 

satisfaction at the measures they had adopted. ^^^^' 

The Indian war was carried on vigorously hy lord 
Comwallis : but his plans for the subjugation of Tippoo 
Saib were not yet ripe for execution. Over the greater 
part of Europe, the rustling of that storm, whiai soon 
shook the ancient system to its centre, was beginning 
to be heard; and the two antagonist principles of des- 
potic power and democratic violence were already in 
action at its extremities. In Poland, the king and the 
states cordially agreed in a revolution now going on 
there; because the leading men exerted their talents 
to rescue that country from anarchy, by instituting a 
wise and constitutional form of government : all the 
other princes of Europe seemed to approve the plan, 
except the autocratic empress, whose ambitious de- 
signs it was calculated to resist: she instantly com- 
menced intrigues, which succeeded in crushmg it; 
and the nation soon feU back into its former state of 
degradation. In France the power of revolutionary 
dubs, those dire allies of democracy, was rising to a 
fearfiil height : associations of the moderate party 
and of the royalists were too inconsiderable to act as 
a counterpoise; while the jacobins went on, increasing 
in number and violence, until they overturned the 
government, and sent forth those sanguinary despots, 
who established the reign of terror. 

The increasing emigration of the nobles augmented Progress of 
distrust and suspicion in the people : the heads of the revoiuS^n^ 
principal families in France repaired to Coblentz^ 
where a large concourse of men assembled, who made 
no secret of their intention to regain their rights by 
the sword; their inability for action being only equal- 
led by the presumption of their language. The decree 
for confiscating their estates was set aside for the pre- 
sent by the doquent voice of Mirabeau, whose aim 
seemed to be that of repairing the havoc which he had 
contributed to make in the social system : but neither 
his brilliant talents, nor his assumed virtues, could now 
have resisted the tide of popular ambition ; and death 
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XXXIV ^^* ^^ ^^^'^ ^* ^^^ "^^®* splendid period of his ex- 

^ istence, when he was about to undertake the fflorious 

*^^'* task of healing the wounds of his country. His loss 
was severely felt by the royal party; as he had formed 
a plan to free the kmg from that thraldom in which he 
was held by the populace, whom even la Fayette was 
unable to control: the subsequent flight of the royal 
family, and its unfortunate issue at Varennes, re- 
excited aU the evil passions of a Parisian mob; the 
jacobins and cordehers loudly demanded the long's 
death; and the grand insurrection of the seventeenth 
of July was planned, which la Fayette, at the head/of 
the national guards, vigorously and wisely dispersed : 
at that moment the revolutionary storm was stayed; 
and if the existing government had possessed energy 
enough to act against those retreats of sedition, the 
clubs of jacobins and cordehers, the monarchy might 
perhaps have been preserved: but indecision charac- 
terised the national assembly; recollection of the past 
inclining them to popular measures, and dread of the 
future disposing them to constitutional principles : in 
their efforts however to please different factions, they 
acquired an ascendency over none ; but left the 
monarchy a prey to furious passions which agitated 
the people: the termination of their own legislative 
labors, and their consequent dissolution, were now 
approaching; the several committees had made their 
reports; and nothing remained but to combine the 
decrees regarding the constitution into one act, and 
submit it to the king for his sanction : before this was 
done, however, the assembly, on the motion of Robes- 
pierre, passed a measure, matchless in absurdity, if it 
had not been predetermined for the purpose of evil, 
declaring that none of its members should be capable 
of re-election: and on this occasion the misguided 
royalists agreed with the jacobins, owin^ to an idea 
prevalent among them, that a change had taken place 
in the pubhc mind; and that if an assembly could be 
returned at the next election, from which the old 
members were excluded, it would undo all that had 
been done. 
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The result of this fatal step was to draw the repre- xxxiv 
sentation of the people mto a stiU lower grade of < 
society; and so effectually was it done, that of 758 
members, constituting the legislative assembly not 
more than fifty were possessed of property to the value 
of £100 per annum : thus ignorance, passion, and in- 
experience became united in the new council, and 
popular supremacy made rapid progress. 

The assembly opened its sittings on the first of 
October : the court and nobles had exercised no sort 
of influence on the elections; for the authority of the 
first was in abeyance ; and the latter, after vainly 
opposing every species of improvement, had deserted 
their country at the most critical period in its annals : 
hence, among the parties that constituted the present 
legislature,^ none were attached to the regal or aris- 
tocratical interests. When the king first met the new 
assembly, they treated him with a premeditated mark of 
disrespect by sitting in his presence : the only question 
that remained, was the maintenance or overthrow of 
the constitutional throne; nor was it long before this 
was determined. 

Two hostile parties threatened the present order of 
things; the emigrants collected on the fix)ntier; and 
the discontented priesthood, whose members were scat- 
tered through the realm: the former had the tacit 
support of European courts, and almost the avowed 

* These were, 1. the fiuWants, or constitutionalists, so called from the cluh 
which formed the centre of their power ; their leaders heing BamaTe, Duport, 
Damas, and Vaublanc : the national guard, the army, and the magistrates of the 
departments were generally in their interest ; but they had not in their ranks the 
hriUiant orators that formed the strength of their adTersaries. 2. The Oirondists, 
so called from the district whence the most able of the party were elected, com- 

Sehended the republicans of the assembly, under their splendid leaders, Vergnand, 
audet, Oensonne, Isnard, Brissot, and others, who longed after institutions 
formed on the model of antiquity : they were, in general, men of honest inten- 
tions ; indeed, too honest to resist the attacks of a party, who soon set the arts of 
populariu against the principles of philosophy, and became adepts in the infernal 
means of exciting the multitude. The leaders of the third party, of anarchists, in 
the assembly, were Chabot, Baiire, and Merlin, supported by the dubs of the 
jacobins and cordeliers ; in the first of which, Robespierre, Billaud Varrennes, and 
Collot d'Herbois ruled absolutely ; and in the second^ Danton, Carrier, Desmoalins, 
and Fabre d*£glantine. Robespierre, though excluded from the assembly by his 
own ordinance, had acquired undisputed sway over the jacobins. In the fauxbourg 
SL Antoine, the well-known Santerre was equally powerful; while the munici- 
pality of Paris, elected by universal suffrage, had fallen into the hands of the most 
violent demagogues, who were able to rouse at pleasure the whole strength of Uie 
capital. 
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CHAP, alliance of Austria; the latter were in communication 
^^^^^' with the emigrants, and were exciting the peasajitry 
1791. of France to revolt : the assembly, in retaliation, passed 
two decrees; one confiscating the estates of afl emi- 
grants who should continue in hostile array on the 
firontier beyond the first of January; another ordain- 
ing measures of like rigor against those priests who 
should refiise the oath binding them to the constitu- 
tion, and should continue to excite a^tation. The 
king, by a power vested in him, made the first use of 
his veto in suspending these decrees; at which the rage 
of the revolutionists knew no bounds : imable, there- 
fore, to attack the monarch directly, they turned their 
resentment against the existing ministers, whom Louis 
had chosen from the party of constitutionalists; and 
Delessart, secretary for foreim affairs, being accused 
of betraying the interests of France, in his correspon- 
dence with European courts, was sent for trial before 
the high court then sitting at Orleans : thus the party, 
having lost its influence in the senate, as well as m 
the municipality, (for Petion had succeeded to Bailly 
as mayor, and la Fayette had resigned his command of 
the national guard) was soon driven from the helm; 
Girondists and Jacobins uniting to complete its ruin. 

It was in the debates excited bv this question, and 
by the threatened interference of foreign sovereigns 
who entered into coalition at Pilnitz^ on the twentieth 
of July, that Isnard, a Girondist, and deputy of Pro- 
vence, fulminated against them that eloquent oration, 
which soon resounded through all the courts of Europe. 
*They would bring back,' said he, *our noblesse! If 
all the nobles of the earth assail us, with their gold in 
one hand and their swords in the other, the Frencli 
people will combat that imperious race, and force it to 
endure the penalty of equality. Let us,' said he, in 
conclusion, 'declare to Europe, that if this nation 
draws the sword, it will throw away the scabbard, and 
seek it not again till crowned with the laurels of vic- 

• The Swedish monarch Gustayus first took and ga?e the alarm ; he and Frederic 
of Prussia were anxious to support the king of Fnmce in all his ancient authority ; 
hut Leopold of Austria wishea to conciliate the nation, and retun for Louis only 
such power as would secure him on the throne. 
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tory; that if cabinets engage kings in a war against ^xx^ 
the people, we will rouse the people to mortal strife — — — '- 
with sovereigns.' Thus, while war was at first depre- 
cated by the Jacobins, who dreaded alike to see the 
enemy or their own generab victorious, it was clamo- 
rously demanded by the Girondists, who sought to 
spread far and wide the glory of their country; and 
had already conceived that bold project of extensive 
conquest, which was realised by Napoleon. The king 
was driven to choose a ministry fix)m this party; of 
which the two principal characters were Roland, a 
stem republican, unostentatious in manners, unambi- 
tious in disposition ; and Dumouriez, a revolutionary 
general : the former of whom was made minister for 
the interior, the latter for foreign afiairs.^ Dumouriez 
had many qualities of a great man; abilities, enter- 
prise, activity, fertility of resources, and confidence in 
his own fortune; but these were coimterbalanced by 
others of an opposite tendency; for he was fickle and 
inconsiderate; he adopted measures too hastily to 
ensure success ; and veering about with all changes of 
the times, he wanted the ascendency of a powerftd, as 
well as the weight of a virtuous character. The new 
ministry were named by the court Le ministere sans 
culottes; and it is said, that when Roland presented 
himself at the palace, in a round hat, and with strings 
in his shoes; the horror-struck master of the cere- 
monies, starting as if he had seen a ghost, refused to 
admit him: but, being informed of his rank, and 
consequently obliged to let him pass, he turned to 
Dumouriez, and said with a sigh, — ^ Alas! sir, a man 
without buckles in his shoes!' — *Ah!' rejoined the 
minister, in a sarcastic tone, * if it is come to that, all 
is lost.' 

In Great Britain, as it already has been observed, sute of 
the leading doctrines of the French revolution were SpiJllon. 
maintained, from various causes, and to dijSerent ex- 
tents, by numerous orators and writers; among the 
latter of whom the unitarian dissenters were remark- 

' Lacoste, Claviere, Duranthon, and Servan, were respectively appointed to the 
marine, the finances, justice, and war. 
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xlxiv ^^^® • ^^^1 ^ large body of sectarians showed them- 
' sdves eager for tampering with our constitution; 
clamorous for the destruction of that union betwixt 
church and state, to which the great body of their 
countrymen zealously adhered; and manifesting an 
indecorous hostility to the principles of monarchical 
ffovemment. In the begmning of this year, Dr. FAestr 
ley employed his pen to answer Mr. Burke; and, after 
repeating his usual arguments against existing esta- 
blishments, exhibited a prophetic vision of the great 
and manifold blessings which were to flow from the 
glorious French revolution : this event was to diffuse 
liberty throughout the world, and to establish the 
dominion of virtue and happiness; a political millen- 
nium was about to be realised; when men should be 
governed by purity of mind and moderation of de- 
sires; without any coercion but that of reason, or any 
legislature but that of philosophers and disseminators 
of truth : soon afterwards came out the ^ Eights of 
Man,' by Paine, who had gone to Paris at the com- 
mencement of the revolution ; and, having thoroughly 
imbibed its sentiments and doctrines, sought to induce 
his own countrymen to adopt it as a model. Priestley 
dealt chiefly in prescription, and employed an altera- 
tive remedy to every supposed defect; but Paine was 
operatical^ and proposed immediate excision; a doc- 
trine much more plain and agreeable to the common 
people. Clubs, formed in imitation of those in France, 
testified approbation of these works, particularly of the 
latter; very cheap editions of which were industriously 
circulated throughout the country by affiliated societies ; 
nor did a week pass, in which a pamphlet, from some 
bitter polemic or other, was not launched forth against 
Burke, and other defenders of the constitution : still, 
the main body of the people were sound at heart; 
while a few comparatively among the upper ranks were 
found to countenance the efforts of sedition. 

In this state of things, an occurrence took place, 
much to be regretted, as exhibiting a degree of vio- 
lence imworthy of the friends of order, and setting 
an example of ungovernable ftiry to those very persons 



GEORGE in. 17 

who were represented as the foes of all established ^$^^: 
institutions. 

In most of the large towns of England, associations "^'* 
were formed for the celebration of the French revolu- 
tion, on the fourteenth of July ; but the opposite party 
were not indifferent spectators of these proceedings; 
inflammatory insinuations being conveyed in news- 
papers and pamphlets, stigmatising those who called 
themselves friends of freedom,, as determined repub- 
licans; and representing the act of joining in a con- 
vivial party, as an attempt to overturn the British 
constitution in church and state. 

A few days before a meeting which had been adver- R»ots in 
tised to be held at Birmingham, copies of a seditious hiST'"^ 
and inflammatory hand-bill, proposing the French 
revolution as a model to Englislunen, and exciting 
them to rebellion, were left in a public-house by some 
person unknown; and as the contents of this paper 
found a quick and general circulation, they occasioned 
a great ferment in the town : the magistrates offered 
a reward of 100 guineas for the discovery of its author, 
printer, or publisher; and the friends of the meeting, 
intended for the fourteenth, published an advertise- 
ment, explicitly denying its seditious doctrines and 
disclaiming all connexion with its author or pub- 
lisher. 

The views and intentions of the meeting, however, 
having been thus misrepresented, the gentlemen con- 
cerned, suspecting the seditious paper to be an artifice 
of their adversaries, thought it advisable to relinquish 
the scheme: notice w^as given to that effect; but, at 
the pressing instance of several persons dissatisfied 
with this determination, the project was revived, and 
the company met at the appointed time, to the number 
of eighty or ninety : the ingenious Keir, well known 
for his attainments in several branches of science, and 
a member of the established church, was placed in the 
chair; but the party had scarcely assembled, before the 
house was surrounded by a tumultuous crowd, who 
testified their disapprobation by hisses and groans, 
and by shouts of * church and king,' which became 

VOL. rv. c 
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XXXIV *^^ watchword on this occasion. At five o'dack, the- 

'- company dispersed; but soon afterwards the windows. 

''^*' of the hotel were demolished; and, undeterred by the 
appearance of the magistrates, the mob forcibly entered 
in search of the guests; but fortunately found none of 
them remaining. 

Disappointed in this quarter, they immediately set 
on fire and destroyed two conventicles belonging to 
dissenters, and thence proceeded to the house of Dr. 
Priestley; which, with his library, philosophical appa- 
ratus, manuscripts and papers, they totally destroyed : 
in like manner, they continued, for the next two days, 
burning the houses and valuable effects of many other 
sectarians who resided in and near to Birmingham : it 
was in vain that the magistrates engaged additional 
constables; for the mob baffled all attempts made to 
disperse them, compelling the constables to retire, and 
in^cting on many of them severe wounds ; during the 
evening of the third and morning of the fourth day, 
however, several troops of cavdLry arrived, and re- 
stored tranquillity : of these infatuated rioters, seven- 
teen were tried, and five found guilty; of whom three 
were executed : thus terminated a scene, which, though 
it reflects no honor on our annals, may stiU be useful, 
as a warning to deter men from the exhibition of that 
maUgnaat party-spirit, which reflects disgrace even 
upon the best cause. 
Royal On the twenty-ninth of September, the political dis- 

mamages. ^^ggiQJ^g which liad SO loug absorbcd pubUc attention 
were relieved by the marriage of the duke of York 
with the princess Charlotte Ulrica, eldest daughter of 
the late king of Prussia; a mutual affection having 
subsisted between the parties ever since the royal 
duke's residence at the court of Berlin. Prince Augus- 
tus, his majesty's fifth son, was at this time in Rome, 
where he received marked attentions from his holiness 
the pope : during the residence of his royal highness 
in the ancient capital of the world, a circumstance 
took place, which excited very unpleasant sensations 
in the minds of the royal family, especially of his 
majesty: this was the marriage of the prince with. 
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lady Augusta Murray^ one of the most beautiful and xxxi v. 
accomplished women in the British dominions: the- 
ceremony was repeated in the following year, after the 
banns had been regularly published, at St, George's 
church, Hanover-square; but being in direct opposi- 
tion to an act of parliament, and the union not having 
been sanctioned by his majesty in xjouncil, nor any 
notice given by his royal highness of his intention to 
marry, it was subsequently set aside by an appeal to 
the law : still there remained a legal doubt whether 
the issue of such marriage was not intitled to succeed 
to the throne of Hanover, in case the succession should 
naturally devolve on it. 
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GEORGE IIL (continued.)— 1792. 

Progress of the Frencli revolution — Invasion of the allies — Depo- . 
sition of Louis XVI. — ^National convention — French victories, 
&c. — Meeting of the British parliament — Debates on the address 
— Opposite opinions of Fox and Burke regarding the French 
revolution and the measures to be taken — Conduct of ministers 
— Manner in which it was noticed in parliament — Notice of the 
Birmingham rioters by Fox and Whitbread — Mr. Pitt's financial 
statement — Debates and explanations — Act to increase the sink- 
ing fund in case of loans ; violently opposed in the lords by the 
chancellor — Debates on the Russian armament — Mr. Fox*s rash 
conduct, and Mr. Pitt's forbearance — Act to relieve the Scotch 
episcopalians — Bill to relieve the unitarians rejected — Debates 
on parliamentary reform — Royal proclamation against seditious 
writings, illegal correspondence, &c. — Debates on it — Speech of 
the prince of Wales in the house of lords — Address carried 
— Prosecutions — London police act — Act to relieve insolvent 
debtors postponed — Debates on the slave trade — ^Bill respecting 
the New Forest, and timber for the navy — Prorogation of parlia- 
ment — Great seal taken from lord Thurlow — Mr. Pitt made 
warden of the cinque-ports — Speculations in canal shares — 
Relief given to the French emigrant clergy — Review of East 
Indian affairs during the administration of lord ComwalHs. 

Projpfrws The course of affairs in England was at this period so 
revobdon. niaterially influenced by events in France, that these 
seem to require a priority of description, in order to 
render the narrative more clear. The first duty of 
the new French ministers was to prepare for war, as 
the state of foreign affairs daily assumed a more 
menacing aspect : the pacific Leopold was just dead ; 
and Francis II. was not likely to be influenced by the 
caution and circumspection of his predecessor; indeed, 
it seemed inevitable, that the flame, when once kindled, 
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should spread widely: every passion was excited; ^xxv 
every political relation had been altered; old con- 
nexions were broken, and ancient foes had become 
friends ; of which change the connexion of Austria and 
Prussia gave an early proof: the cause of Louis XVI. 
seemed to be the cause of kings ; and a gallant 
monarch^ was about to place himself at its head, when 
he was suddenly snatched away by assassination ; the 
conduct of various cabinets was far from faultless; but 
the fearfiil scenes in France were so new, as to lie 
wholly out of the range of their antique policy: in- 
deed, one of the greatest advantages possessed by the 
democratic party was this;— -that they banished cabi- 
net policy intireiy out of their own system. 

Austria was now collecting troops; and the ulti- 
matum on which she consented to discontinue her 
preparations, was a re-establishment of the French 
constitution based on the declaration of June, 1789; 
the restitution of their property to the clergy; the 
cession of Alsace to the German princes, and of 
Avignon to the pope. These terms were like a sum- 
mons directed to the torrent, or a conunand to the 
whirlwind: the assembly determined on war; and 
Louis, pressed alike by fhends, ministers, and enemies, 
was obliged to adopt a measure, by which the interests 
of his family would necessarily be injured, whichever 
side was victorious : in one case, his people would be 
more imperious in their demands; in the other, he 
would be accused of treachery, and loaded with 
reproaches. 

The Girondist ministers made themselves odious to 
what was still called a court, by their uncouth beha- 
vior and pretensions; above all, Dumouriez was false: 
finding himself in office, he broke with the Girondists 
as he had broken with the constitutionalists, and influ- 
enced the king to resist their counsels; this again 
excited the spirits of the old royalists, and induced 
Louis to listen once more to their counsels : the first 
^tion on the frontiers, being unfavorable to the 
revolutionary soldiers, who fled panic-struck, raised 

^ GasHvus, king of l^nredeiu '•'' 
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XXXV ®*^ higher hopes for the royalists about the palace; 
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but the populace became proportionally excited, and 
the seeds of insurrection were sown afresh. 

From the moment that Dumouriez, and with him 
the monarch, broke with the Girondists, or rather with 
the majority of the legislative assembly, (for the j 
Girondists and Jacobins coalesced in public measures) 
the latter directed all their hostility against the throne : j 
with this view, they proposed to establish, under the 
walls of the capital, a camp of federals from the pro- 
vinces, composed of furious revolutionists, readjr to 
act on all occasions with the Parisian populace against 
the national guard, whose interference was dreaded by 
the republicans : here was another crisis in the reign 
of Louis; had it turned to advantage, the supremacy 
of the mob at least might have been prevented. Many 
thousands of the national guards and of the more 
respectable citizens petitioned against this federal i 
camp: the middle classes were roused to a sense of ] 
danger; they perceived that the Girondists were be- 
traying them, and that there was a necessity for 4 
defending the throne : Dumouriez therefore urged the J 
king to throw the whole weight of his influence into :i 
the scale of the constitutional party; but the Girond- j 
ists, seeing the opportunity thus left open to him, 
determined to close it, by sending to him a decree 
respecting the nonjuring and seditious priesthood : this 
he resisted; and his resistance appeared to the citizens 
to result from a want of cordiality toward the revolu- 
tion: the scheme succeeded; Dumouriez's advice was 
rejected; and the monarch, in his exasperation, defied 
the Girondists and the popular body, without ralljdng 
round him the national guards or the citizens: the 
Girondist ministers were now dismissed; and Dumou- 
riez, foreseeing the catastrophe that ensued, set out for 
the army, where he soon established for himself a high 
military reputation. 

The new administration was chosen from among the 
feuiUantSj but it possessed no weight either with their 
party or with the nation; and the king, having lost 
the support of the pnly men capable of controlling the 
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revolution at the moment when its violence was about xxxv 
to break out, fell into a state of deep depression, from - 
which he was extricated only by the mental energy of 
the queen. Alarmed at the dangers now surrounding 
the monarchy, the leaders of the monarchical party 
and of the feuillants united to repress the growing 
Bpirit of insubordination : la Fayette also wrote on the 
sixteenth of June an energetic letter to the assembly, 
denouncing the jacobin faction, demanding a dissolu- 
tion of the clubs, and conjuring the friends of liberty 
to confine themselves to legal measures; but he only 
excited indignation against himself, and failed in 
cahning the populace. The Girondists, chagrined at 
the loss of their places in the administration, now pro- 
ceeded to the most disastrous excesses; and, allying 
themselves with the mob, inflamed it by petitions and 
harangues, in the hope of intimidating the court : the 
populace were taught that Louis Capet, by his single 
word of dissent, prevented a levy of the federal army, 
which might save the nation from an European league ; 
that at such a time he had discharged honest and 
zealous ministers; while he encouraged the priesthood, 
sworn enemies of the revolution, and firm allies of 
Austria : in the mean time, by direction of the Girond- 
ists, a general insurrection was prepared in the faux- 
bourgs, and a body of 10,000 men organised in the 
quarter of St. Antoine : thus, while the royalists were 
urging the advance of European powers, tne populace 
was stirred up to insurrection by the patriots; who, 
before one year expired, fell victims to the violence 
which they had excited. 

The demagogues sought an early pretext for arming 
the people, under a plea of preparing for the enemy's 
approach : pikes were accordingly forged and dis- 
tributed ; and as the twentieth of June approached, it 
was resolved to celebrate the anniversary of the tennis- 
court, in view of the Tuilleries : the Girondists favored 
this plan, hoping that the king, through intimidation, 
would abandon his veto ; the rabble therefore assembled 
to the number of 30,000 pikemen, with the ferocious 
Santerre at their head, and proceeded to the assembly 
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XXXV. ^^*^ ^ violent petition; whence they rushed with 

— - —furious cries towards the Tuilleries; broke into the 

' palace ; and insulted the king with outrageous demands^ 

that he should instantly ratify the decrees against the 

priests, and sanction the establishment of a federal 

camp: his majesty never exhibited so much fortitude 

as on this trying occasion: he bore all their insults 

, with calmness ; and to their reiterated demands, 

merely replied, — 'This is neither the time nor the 

way to obtain them from me.' 

These events excited great indignation throughout 
France ; and the deportment of the king in hi^ 
dangerous circumstances extorted praise even from his 
enemies. The duke de la Rochefoucault, who com- 
manded at, Rouen, offered him an asylum there; la 
Fayette invited him to Compiegne, where he might 
surround himself with constitutional forces; and the 
national guard offered to protect his person : but Louis 
declined all these proposals; he hoped for deliverance 
from the allied powers, and was unwilling to com- 
promise himself by openly joining the constitutional 
party. La Fayette made a last effort to save the 
throne, by leaving the army, and presenting himself 
before the assembly, with a strong address from the 
soldiers against the late excesses ; demanding that 
their authors should be punished, and vigorous 
measures taken to put down the jacobins : success 
even now appeared likely to attend his representations ; 
but Louis refused to be saved by a person, whom he 
considered as the author of his misfortunes : la Fayette 
therefore departed in despair at the fatuity both of 
the king and queen ; not, however, without making a 
vain attempt to disperse the jacobins, by whom he 
was burnt in effigy on the scene of his civic triumphs 
in the Palais Royal. This was the last struggle of 
the constitutionalists: meanwhile, the Girondists and 
republicans, emboldened by la Fayette's failure, aimed 
openly at the king's dethronement; the minds of men 
were wound up to a high pitch by inflammatory 
harangues ; and it was proclaimed to the citizens, that 
* the country was in danger.' A general frenzy soon 
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^ized the public mind ; many departments openly xlxv 
defied the authority of government ; and, without any - 
orders, sent their contingents to form the federal camp 
near Paris. 

The approach of a crisis became evident on the 
fourteenth of July, when a f^te was held to com- 
memorate the storming of the Bastile; and the king 
went in procession, with the queien and dauphin, to the 
Champ de Mars. The soldiers, who could with 
difficulty keep back the obtrusive mob, were wholly 
unable to prevent its maledictions, uttered against 
their monarch and his perfidious flight : he returned 
to the palace in extreme dejection ; nor did he appear 
again in public till he ascended the scaffold. In the 
mean time, the announcement of 'the country in 
danger' put aU France in motion, and brought 
thousands of hot-brained youth to increase the dreadfiil 
fermentation of the capital : to these new-comers the 
-assembly gave an exclusive use of its galleries ; paying 
them thirty sous a day out of the pubfic treasury; and 
incorporating them into a society, which soon surpassed 
the jacobins themselves in democratic violence: a 
determination to overthrow the monarchy was openly 
announced by those ferocious bands; among whom 
some of the French guards were incorporated by the 
assembly, in order to give them a species of organisa- 
tion arid discipline. The whole jealousy of the 
assembly was now directed against the court, from 
whose vengeance, if the allies should be victorious, 
they expected speedy and condign punishment : they 
therefore closed the society of the feuillants^ disbanded 
a portion of the national guard, and sent from Paris 
all troops on whose fidelity they could not rely : the 
court, in the tottering state of its authority, having no 
hope left but in the advance of the confederated powers, 
took all possible measures to gain time for their 
approach; committees of royalists were formed, and 
attempts were made to arrest the progress of insurrec- 
tion ; but the efforts of a few loyal spirits were totally 
lost in- the midst of revolutionary millions. 

Yet the leaders of the conspiracy still wavered. 
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XXXV ^o^^ti^g whether the popular mind was sufficiently 
excited to ensure success : this cause of delay, however. 
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Invasion of ^^ ®^^^ rcmovcd by the advance and injudicious 
France by conduct of the allied troops. The duke of Brunswick, 
theaiiiet. departing from Coblentz on the twenty-fifth of July, 
passed the French boundaries with 70,000 Prussians, 
and nearly as many Austrians and Hessians: his 
march was preceded by a proclamation drawn up by 
Calonne; in which he reproached the usurpers of 
authority in France with having troubled social order, 
and overturned legitimate government; with having 
committed daily outrages on the king and queen, 
invaded the rights of German princes in Alsax^ and 
Lorrain, and declared war unnecessarily against the 
king of Hungary and Bohemia: in consequence, the 
sovereigns had taken up arms to arrest the progress 
of anarchy, and to restore his legitimate authority to 
the French king, without any view to individual 
aggrandisement; and the national guards would be 
held responsible for the maintenance of order until the 
allied forces should arrive : finally, the assembly and 
municipality were ordered to liberate their monarch; 
and it was declared, that the act of forcing the palace, 
or any insult ofiered to the royal family, would be 
followed by exemplary punishment, in the total de- 
struction of the city. 
Frightful So exasperating a proclamation, enforced by no 
mwsacre at j.g^pj^ ^j. efficient military operations, served only to 
injure the cause it advocated, and to accelerate the 
march of revolution. The Jacobinical leaders had no 
longer any reason to complain of a want of national 
enthusiasm : this manifesto was regarded as a document 
unfolding the real views of the emigrants and of the 
court; nor did there appear to the people any choice 
but that between victory and death : the chiefs of the 
different parties strove to convert this effervescence 
into means of advancing their own interests; the 
Girondists were desirous to have the king dethroned 
by a decree of the assembly ; but the leaders of the 
popular insurrection^ and their associates, who wished 

' Danton, Robespierre, Marat, Camille Desmoulins, and Fabre d^Eglantine. 
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to destroy both the legislature and the throne, pre- 
vented a measure which would have established the- 
supremacy of the former body. The arrival of federal 
troops from Marseilles, in the beginning of August, 
increased the strength and confidence of the insurgents ; 
the dethronement of the king was vehemently discussed 
in the popular clubs; and a deputation, withPetion at 
its head, appeared at the bar of the assembly, to 
demand it in the name of the municipality and 
sections: on the eighth, the irritation of the people 
was still farther increased by a vote of the assembly, 
discarding an accusation brought agdnst la Fayette, 
who had now become an object of execration to the 
populace : on the ninth, the effervescence was extreme, 
and the constitutionalists were publicly insulted by 
the Marseillois; at midnight, the tocsin was sounded 
throughout Paris; and the insurgents, assembling in 
great strength at different points of rendezvous, con- 
tinued to collect together their forces throughout that 
night of horror, which preceded the fall of the oldest 
monarchy in Europe. On the morning of the tenths 
the several columns were complete : Santerre, the 
brewer, led those of the fauxbourg St. Antoine, in 
number about 15,000; but the head-quarters of in- 
surrection were at the club of the cordeliers, where 
Danton ruled with undisputed sway: at his cry, — 
'to arms!' the insurgents, especially the Marseillois, 
impatiently called for the signal to march; and the 
cannon of all the sections began to roU toward the 
centre of the city. 

Their first step was to seize the Hotel de Ville, dis- 
miss the municipality, and appoint a new magistracy 
called the commune^ selected from the most violent 
demagogues: while the other insurrectionary forces 
were drawing toward this central point, a large por- 
tion of the national guards repaired to the Tuilleries, 
•where the few royalists, who still remained in Paris, 
hastened also to the defence of their sovereign : the 
only troops, however, that could be relied on, were the 
Swiss guards, mustering about 800 men : at the first 
Alarm, the assembly met; and though their disposition 
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XXXV ^^^ *^ defend the throne, popular insiirfection had 
-deprived them of the power. The events of this dis- 
astrous day, in which the queen of France exhibited 
the spirit of a heroine, and the king that of a martyr, 
are too well known to need a long detail : the defence 
of the Tuilleries was soon forsaken by the national 
guards, whose colonel, Mandat, had been that morn- 
ing murdered by the populace, and whose loyalty was 
shaken by observing so many royalists in the palace : 
the gendarmerie, composed chiefly of the old French 
.guards, again betrayed their sovereign; and the faith- 
ful Swiss alone remained: while masses of insurgents 
were penetrating into the courts, the king, following 
the advice of Roederer, procureur of the new com- 
mune, and against the remonstrances of his spirited 
consort, repaired with his family to the assembly ; and 
the attack commenced. The courageous bearing of the 
Swiss, who vigorously charged and repulsed the Mar- 
seillois rabble, might even then have prevailed over 
the popular insurrection; but the king himself was 
destined to strike the blow fatal to his own cause, by 
sending an order for them to retire, and abandon the 
palace : this message was only given to one battalion, 
which instantly repaired to the assembly; and the rest 
of those faithfiil soldiers, after defending the staircase 
for a short time, were driven back, and inhumanly 
butchered by the mob, whose victory is said to have 
cost them 3000 slain : the assembly concluded the 
crimes of this bloody day by a decree, suspending their 
sovereign from his functions ; ordering the formation 
of a national convention ; and appointing a new minis- 
try, in which the old Girondists, Roland, Servan, and 
Clavifere recovered their offices, and Petion was allowed 
to retain that of mayor. Such were the terms tacitly 
granted to the assembly by the jacobins, for acknow- 
leging their new municipality ; but to the Girondist 
.ministers were added Lebrun and Danton ; the former 
being entrusted with the department of foreign affairs, 
the latter with that of justice : thus were the jacobins 
supported, when it became necessaiy to take measures 
for the defence of the kingdom. The Girondists, alarmed 
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at the approach of the allied armies, and displeased at ^xxv 

tifie domiueering conduct of the jacobins and the com - 

mmie, conceived the plan of abandoning Paris, and ^'' ' 
defending the country behind the Loire; but their op- 
ponents hdd the uncompromising language of bold 
defiance; and, inspired by the forcible eloquence of 
Danton, resolved to bury themselves under the ruins 
of the capital, rather than desert it. *You know,' 
said that demagogue, in the committee of general 
defence, *that France lives in Paris; and there we 
must mauitain our position: but it is impossible to 
think of fighting under its walls ; for the tenth of 
August has divided France into two parties, of which 
one is attached to monarchy, the other desires a re- 
public : the latter, and the smaller party, is the only 
one on which you can rely; the other will refiise to 
march, will agitate Paris m favor of the foreigners, 
and will place your defenders between two fires: if 
these defenders fail, as I think they wiU, the ruin of 
yourselves and your country is certain and immediate: 
even if they succeed, their victory will not save you 
£rom danger; for it will cost you thousands of brave 
men ; whUe the royalists, already superior in numbers, 
will have lost nothing of their strength : my advice 
therefore is, that, to disconcert their measures, we 
should frighten the royalists.' As the committee, who 
well understood the sense of these terrible words, 
seemed by silence to reject his advice, Danton entered 
into engagements with the commune; he wished to 
daunt his adversaries by terror, and, making the mul- 
titude his accomplices, leave to the revolution no hope 
or refiige but in victory: hence arose those finghtftd 
massacres which soon took place in France ; the vic- 
tims being chiefly selected from the two dissident 
classes of clergy and nobility : the assembly desired to 
stop them, but had not the power; while the ministry 
was as impotent as the assembly: the terrible com- . 
mune became omnipotent, under the influence and 
direction of a man, in whose eyes the welfare of his 
party went far beyond the laws of humanity. 
The French troops fir^t sent to repel invasion, were 
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inferior to their antagonists in discipline and equip* 
ment : besides, they soon became paralysed by intestine 
divisions, and their ranks were thinned by frequent 
desertions; but the revolution of the tenth of August 
changed both the command of the armies, and the 
state of military affairs. La Fayette, having in vain 
endeavored to raise the standard of revolt against the 
jacobins, and engage his army in the cause of the con- 
stitutionalists, was compelled to fly for safety within 
the Austrian lines; and as Luckner had disobeyed the 
orders of the convention, the command of bom their 
divisions was transferred to Dumouriez ; though the 
Girondists still felt some rancor against him, and his 
ambitious views were suspected even by those who ren- 
dered justice to his military talents. 

The allies proceeded slowly, and with apparent 
timidity, in a country which they professed to consider 
as the scene of certaia conquest; and they only in- 
vested Verdun on the thirtieth of August : the capi- 
tulation of that place on the second of September left 
the road to Paris open; but their dilatory measures, 
and the enterprising genius of Dumouriez, counter- 
acted all their advantages : as every thing depended 
on the occupation of the defiles in the forest of Argonne, 
that important post was immediately seized by the 
French general, who likened it to another Thermo- 
pylae; * though,' he observed, * I shall be more fortu- 
nate than Leonidas.' In such a position he was able 
to stop the enemy, while he waited for succors which 
were hastening to him from all parts of France : even 
though driven from his post, he recovered his advan- 
tage through the slow operations and indecision of the 
enemy, maintaining another strong position at St. 
Menehould, until he was joined by the division under 
Eellerman and BoumonviUe; when his army amounted 
to 70,000 men, and success became almost certain:: 
on the twentieth of September, the allies attacked 
Kellerman at Valmy; and a slight superiority that 
day produced on the French troops, and throughout 
France, the effect of a complete victonr : the invaders, 
on the other hand, were unprovided with stores or 
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provisions; continued nuns had broken up the roads; xxxv. 
and for four days consecutively the troops had no- 
other norishment than boiled com; disease began to 
make extensive ravages among them; and the duke 
of Brunswick commenced a retreat : in this he acted 
against the opinion of the king of Prussia and the 
emigrants, who would have risked a battle, and seized 
on Ch^ons : but as the fate of the Prussian monarchy 
almost depended on its army, the loss. of which would 
have certainly followed defeat, the duke's advice pre- 
vailed: negotiations were then opened; and the allies, 
relaxing in their terms, merely demanded the king's 
restoration to the constitutional throne; but the con- 
vention had just been assembled, and the republic 
proclaimed; so that the executive council refiised to 
hsten to any proposition until the allied troops had 
quitted the French territories : they accordingly ef- 
fected a retreat, which was feebly opposed by Keller- 
Baan; while Dumouriez set out for the capital, to enjoy 
his triumph, and to make arrangements for the inva- 
sion of Belgium: the moment was one of elation; 
Custine had taken Treves, Spire, and Mayence, the 
very key of the Rhine; Savoy and Nice were occupied 
by French armies; and the Aui^trians had retreated 
from Lille : hastening therefore from the applauses 
and ftteB with which he was welcomed in Paris, the 
victorious general marched against the Austrians, over 
whom he gained the bloody battle of Jemappe, and 
entered Brussels as a conqueror on the fourteenth of 
November : Liege surrendered on the twenty-eighth : 
Valence took Namur; Labourdonnaie obtained posses- 
sion of Antwerp; and before the end of December, all 
the Low Countries were in the hands of the French. 
These important conquests showed to the startled 
nations of Europe the altered nature of the war, while 
tl^ey prepared them for its farther extension : on those 
veiy provinces the old political system had principally 
rested; for they were the bulwark of Holland: one 
hattle now decided their fate, which at other times 
several campaigns had been unable to change; and 
^en, hitherto unknown, took the lead as skilful com- 
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™^^- manders : the bloodless seizure of Savoy also affwded 

^ ^ a sample of the new international law estabUshed by 

"^^^' republicans. 

Even in the time of triumph over foreign enemies 
the people felt all their vindictive rage excited against 
the unfortunate Louis: the convention was divided 
between two powerM parties; the first, consisting of 
Girondists, under Brissot, Petion, Vergniaud, &c. ; 
and the second . of extreme Jacobins, led by Danton, 
Robespierre, Fabre d'Eglantine, Chabot, and others, 
who assumed the name of the Mountain ;® a faction, 
which soon compensated for its inferioritv in numbers 
by a spirit of intrigue and audacity : thus, from the 
very commencement of its sitting, the convention was 
threatened with new convulsions, through the struggles 
of these parties; both of which, however, concurred in 
the propriety of bringing the king to trial, though, as 
it was supposed, the Girondists meant to spare hS life : 
both agre^ also in the famous decree of the nineteenth 
of November, which offered fraternity to the people of 
all countries disposed to revolt: indeed, the language 
of the French government toward other states had long 
been such, as to excite serious apprehensions among 
the friends of social order; for not only orators in the 
clubs, but members of the assembly, and of the con- 
vention, proclaimed the doctrine of fraternisation with 
the revolutionary party throughout the world; and 
the annexation of the uttle states of Avignon and the 
Venaisin was early marked by Burke as indicating 
an ambitious spirit, which ere long all Europe would 
find it difficult to restrain. 
Meeting of The British parliament met on the thirty-first of 
^"°^"*' January; and his majesty's speech dwelt chiefly on 
the rapidly increasing prosperity of the nation, tending 
to confirm attachment to a constitution uniting in 
itself the blessings of liberty and order; to w&ch, 
under Providence, all our advantages were principally 
to be ascribed : affairs in Europe were represented as 
promising the continuance of peace; and an expecta- 

■ So called from the upper seats on the left of the assembly, which they 
occupied. 
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tion was held out of a speedy redaction in our naval ^S^^* 
and military establishments. Debates on the address, 



and some succeeding discussion in both houses, turned jyj^^ 
principally on the line of conduct pursued by ministers the French 
in their interference between Turkey and Russia, '^®*'"^^ 
marked as it was by so much hostihty toward the 
latter power. Mr. Jenkinson,^ in a maiden speech, 
much admired for its extensive views of the existing 
state of Europe as bearing on this country, observec^ 
that since the strength and influence of France were at 
an end, we had no &rther danger to apprehend from that 
once formidable rival; but a power had succeeded to 
France, no less deserving attention from its restless poll* 
tics and ambitious views ; and that power was Russia : 
as if to confirm the truth of his remarks, Catharine, 
this very year, signed a new treaty of partition with the 
other royal plunderers, of which unhappy Poland waa 
the object; the prediction, however, concerning France 
was a notable instance of the danger of prophesying. 

Mr. Fox, conceiving himself, and those who coincided 
in his sentiments respecting the French revolution, 
indirectly censured by the praise of British poKcy, 
exerted himself to show, that an expression of satisfieic- 
tion at the overthrow of French despotism, hostile as 
it had ever been to civil rights and human happiness, 
was compatible with a perfect veneration for the 
British constitution, the preserver and promoter of 
both : he rejoiced in this subversion of French des- 
potism, because it was an acknowleged evil; but he 
would use every effort to support our own constitution, 
because it was an undoubted ffood : in subsecj^uent dis- 
cussions, he more explicitly declared his opmions on 
this momentous subject; showing how illogical it was 
to confound the principles of the revolution with its 
excesses, and to make freedom herself answerable for 
that mass of guilt and folly which her enemies and 
injudicious supporters were mainly influential in pro- 
ducing : he esteemed the outrages that had been 
committed merely as incidental effects of an ardent 
enthusiasm, which must be temporary;, while the free 

« The late earl of Liverpool. 
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XXXV principles, and the institutions established on them 
- /- would subsist for ages after the passions had subsided. 
^^^'' Mr. Burke, on the contrary, reckoned these outrages 
to be essential characters of the revolution, which 
legitimately descended from its nature and principles, 
and would go on increasing in number and magnitude : 
he inveighed against the vmole nation as actuated with 
a diaboUcal spirit, and as bent on the perpetration of 
ail possible mischief; a phenomenon never before 
known in the annals of the world. From such 
opposite views in theory, these illustrious statesmen, 
recommended equally opposite systems of practice: 
Burke very early inculcated the necessity of a con- 
federacy, to put down an infernal spirit, which other- 
wise would insinuate itself into other nations, and 
produce a general destruction of social order: Fox, 
regarding it only as the outbreak of enthusiasm, advised 
abstinence firom all hostile interference, which would 
support rather than extinguish the passion, turn its 
efforts to external defence and endow it with an 
energy, that would prove fatal to those who roused it 
into action. Such were the expressed opinions of these 
eminent statesmen on tins important subject : that 
of Fox was the most philosophical, because he took in 
the causes of the evil, instead of dilating only on its 
consequence; whereas Burke hurried on by indigna- 
tion, and fearing the contagion of example, passed over 
all the sources of discontent which irritated the people 
to indiscriminate and deadly animosity against the 
higher and privileged classes: this might have been 
politic then, but the historian, how great soever may 
be his horror at the excesses of the revolution, must 
be cautious not to insist upon them exclusively; or to 
extenuate those exactions and feudal rights, that 
exclusion from offices and dignities, that perversion of 
justice and denial of right, which so exasperated a 
nation agamst its rulers. It is dangerous as well as 
untrue to exhibit a people maddened to commit such 
horrible atrocities with inadequate motives : the sup- 
pression of truth is not only unwise but impolitic ; for 
it defeats its own object. 

As ministers avoided any delivery of opinions on 
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events and systems which had not yet interfered with ^Ixv 
the interests of their own country, the subject of the - ' 
French revolution was not brought directly before 
parliament; though many proceedings arose from 
questions of liberty or reform, which that great event 
was mstrumental m suggesting. Mr. Fox thought it 
extraordinary, that^ when his majesty mention^ the 
inestimable blessings of peace and order, no notice was 
taken of the violation of order, in the riots of the pre- 
ceding year, which had revived the spirit and practice 
of the darkest ages : they were not riots for br^ ; not 
riots in the cause of liberty, which, however highly to 
be reprobated, had some excuse in principle; but they 
were riots of men neither aggrieved nor complaining; 
of men, who had set on foot an indiscriminate perse- 
cution of one intire class of their feUow subjects; 
including persons as eminent for ability, as blameless 
in conduct, and as faithful in allegiance, as this or any 
country could produce. Mr. Whitbread, a new mem- 
ber of considerable talents, who had joined Fox's 
party, subsequently re-echoed these sentiments; and 
imputed the outrages complained of to the encourage- 
ment which was given by government to the persecu- 
tors of dissenters; because the latter were inimical to 
civil and ecclesiastical tyranny. 

Mr. Pitt strongly deprecated the invidious revival Financial 
of a subject so unpleasant and unprofitable; wishing JJ^JJIJ^^^^^j 
rather to call attention to the florishing condition of 
our finances ; a correct statement of which he intended 
soon to lay before the house : accordingly, at an early 
day, he brought this subject regularly forward, and in 
an animated speech drew a picture of national pros- 
perity equal to what the most fervent imagination could 
have suggested. After some introductory observations 
on the welcome intelligence conveyed in his majesty's 
speech, relative to an improvement in the public 
revenue, he stated that the income of the country last 
year had amounted to £16,730,000, which exceeded 
that of the preceding year by £300,000, and the 
average of the last four years by more than half a 
million. As there had been a constant increase for 
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XXXV *^®^ ^^^^ years, he thought himself justified in consi- 
-deling their average, £16,212,000, as the future 
annual revenue, and in making his calculations on 
that supposition. Allowing for some necessary altera- 
tions, now specified, he estunated the fiiture expendi- 
ture at £15,811,000, which left £401,000 to be dis- 
posed of: he therefore proposed to add £200,000 a 
year to the sinking fund, and take off taxes to the 
same amount, selecting such as would most relieve the 
poor and industrious classes : the sum remaining in 
the exchequer unappropriated, enabled him fitrther to 
propose, that in the present year £400,000, in addition 
to the annual million, should be applied to the reduc- 
tion of our national debt, and £100,000 toward the 
expenses of the Spanish annament ; by which arrange- 
ment the additional tax imposed last year on malt 
might be immediately taken off: the other taxes which 
he wished to repeal, were those on female servants, 
carts and waggons, houses having less than seven 
windows, and candles as far as the last halfoenny per 
pound. He enumerated the various articles of the 
supply of the current year, which amounted to 
£5,654,000; and of the ways and means, which were 
£5,691,000; leaving an excess of £37,000 in then- 
favor : he held out encouraging prospects of fitrther 
relief from the future repeal of taxes; and though he 
was aware of the many contingences, which, by dis- 
turbing public tranqmllity, mi^ht prevent such a 
design; yet there never was a time, he said, in the 
history of this country, when, fix)m the situation of 
Europe, fifteen years of peace might more reasonably 
be expected, than at the present moment. He went 
through various calculations respecting the operation 
of the sinking fiind, which he expected to readi its 
maximum of four millions in 1808 ; and he intimated 
his intention of submitting to the house, on a subse- 
quent day, a plan relative to fiiture loans, in case of 
war : having then pointed out a gradual and uniform 
increase in all the principal branches of revenue, as 
well as the exports and imports, he proceeded to inves- 
tigate the peculiar causes to which these effects might 
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be ascribed ; among which^ he enumerated, and dilated ^^^v 
on, the natural industry and energy of the country in 
improving manu&ctures, and abridging labor; the 
extension and stability of its credit; the enterprising 
spirit of its merchants; and, more especially, that 
accumulation of capital, which arises from the con- 
tinual application of a portion of profit obtained each 
year, to be employed in a similar manner, and with 
continued profit, in the year following; by which 
means the great mass of property in the nation is 
constantly increasing at compound interest; the pro- 
gress of which, during any considerable period, is 
what at first view appears incredible. To the fore- 
going causes, he added the duration of peace; and 
that union of liberty with law, under our happy 
government, which, by raising a barrier against the 
encroachments of power and the violence of popular 
commotion, affords to property its just security, and 
sets in motion all the springs that act on the com- 
munity at large. * From the result of the whole,' said 
Mr. Pitt, * I trust I am intitled to conclude, that the 
scene which we are now contemplating is not the 
transient effect of accident, not the short-lived pros- 
perity of a day; but the general and natural result of 
regular and permanent causes : though we may ^et be 
subject to those fluctuations which often occur m the 
affiEiirs of a mighty nation, and which cannot be calcu- 
lated or foreseen ; yet, as far as reliance may be placed 
on human speculations, we have the best ground, from 
experience of the past, for looking with satisfaction on 
the present, and with confidence toward the fiiture,' 
Such were the briUiant hopes, which in this moment 
of ministerial exultation the nation was taught to 
entertain ; and with such dazzling, but deceptive 
brightness, rose the mom of a year, destined to dose 
in darkness, calamity, and blood. 

When Pitt had concluded his speech, Fox paid 
a high compliment to his eloquence, and to the sound 
philosophical principles which he had displayed : 
the causes of national prosperity, he observed, had 
been enumerated with truth ana splendor: he sub- 
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xlxv s^'^^^ ^ *^^ statement most cordially; and if he did 
not himself go over the same gromid, it was because 
he could add nothing to what had been said; nor 
could he hope to express it better. Mr. Sheridan, 
however, denied that the state of the revenue warranted 
a repeal of taxes; and promised to move, on a future 
day, for a committee of inquiry into the real amount 
of public income and expenditure : at present, he 
contented himself with asserting, that a repeal would, 
under any circumstances, be an infrmgement on the 
principle of redemption, for which the whole surplus 
of revenue was demanded. 

Pitt, in reply, denied that the house was pledged 
so to apply it; nor had he ever declared or enter- 
tained any such intention : he persevered in affirm- 
ing, that even on the disadvantageous principle of 
taMng the average of the last four years, there was a 
surplus sufficient to justify the appropriation of the 
sum mentioned to the discharge of the debt, and to 
the repeal of taxes which he had specified. He had, 
he said, several reasons for preferring to pay off the 
fonded rather than the unfiinded debt; the principal 
of which was, that by so doing he should sooner be 
able to reduce the four per cents, which were then 
redeemable ; and afterwards to discharge as much of the 
national debt as would enable him to redeem the five 
per cents, which could not be done till £25,000,000 of 
the funded debt were actually paid off; for on that 
condition they were originally established. 

Fox candidly admitted that the reduction of the 
four per cents would be a politic measure; since the 
nation, according to a calculation which he had made, 
would draw from it an annual benefit of more than 
£260,000; and he wished that Mr. Pitt had explained 
more fiiUy his ideas on that subject : a well-concerted 
plan should have his support : the rise of the funds he 
thought a great national benefit ; for though it threw 
obstacles in the way of paying off our national debt, it 
invigorated every branch of our prosperity, by making 
money more attainable, and thereby producing wealth, 
which more than counterbalancecl the difference we 
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had to pay in baying up that debt. If we considered 
its amount, the principal was certainly inc)*eased by a 
rise in the fonds : but though the principal was clearly 
more now than in 1786, the annuity paid by the 
nation was less; and to that annuity he looked as the 
true debt, whidi was our enemy: all the resolutions 
moved by Pitt, and the bills founded on them, 
were unanimously agreed to. At the time of this 
debate, the three per centa were as high as ninety- 
four, and it was the minister's intention to propose a 
reduction of the four per cents to three and a half; 
but, on farther consideration, he determined to defer 
the measure to the next session, when he hoped to be 
able to reduce them to three per cents.^ So little at 
this time did he dream of those sinister events which 
thwarted his projects : at the end of the year the three 
per cents had dropped to seventy-<four, and the design 
was of course abandoned. 

It was not long before the minister brought forward 
another important measure, to which he had already 
alluded : being apprehensive that, in the case of a new 
and protracted war, requiring large additions to our 
debt, the sinking firnd might not operate with suffi- 
cient effect to prevent a national bankruptcy, fix)m 
which tremendous calamity we narrowly escaped at 
the end of last war; he now proposed, tnat hereafter, 
whenever a loan should be made, one per cent, on the 
new stock thus created, beside the dividends, should 
be raised and applied in the same manner and under 
the same regulations, as the original £1,000,000 : thus 
every loan would be accompanied by its own sinking 
fimd, which would operate at compound interest, and 
discharge the debt in forty-seven years, supposing a 
three per cent, fund paid off at par; and in every 
other case in a shorter period. 

This bill, which passed the commons without any 
particular difficulty, was, to the astonishment of all 
parties, violentiy reprobated in the house of lords by 
the chancellor Thurlow, as a provision likely to answer 
no good purpose; also as exiibiting an extraordinary 

* Tomlinc, vol iii. p. 29ft 
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xxxv ^^S^'^^ ^ arrogance, in dictating to foture parliaments, 

'- and prescribing to ministers, a mode of action to be 

^^^' adopted twenty or thirty years hence. * None,* said 
his lordship, ^ but a novice, a sycophant, a mere reptile 
of a minister, would allow this act to prevent him 
doing what, in his own judgment, circumstances might 
require at the time; and a change in the situation of 
the country might render that which is proper at one 
time inapplicable at another: in short, the scheme is 
nugatory and impracticable ; the inaptness of the pro- 
jiect is only equalled by the vanity of the attempt.' 
Notwithstanding this opposition, the bill passed into a 
law, and was invariably observed in the numerous 
loans advanced, and under the heaviest pecuniary 
pressure felt during the whole revolutionary contest. 
It mav be considered as extending the principle of the 
bill of 1786 ; rendering it a sim^e and practical sjrs- 
tem for the payment of national debts; one by which 
this country was enabled to support an unexampled 
accumulation of burdens ; and in a war of extinction, 
not only to save itself^ but to rescue other nations 
from slavery and ruin. 
S?RuMiaIi ^^^ motions were brought forward in the house of 
armam"nr commous, the first by Mr. Grey, and the second by 
Mr. Whitbread, to condemn the measures taken with 
regard to the Russian armament; when Pitt, after 
paying a just compliment to the splendid eloquence 
wnich Fox had displayed on the occasion, submitted 
to the house a plain statement of the grounds on which 
he had acted. Those measures, he said, were founded 
on the principle of preserving the balance of power in 
Europe : he was convinced that the interest and honor 
of this country required us to pay vigilant attention 
to the political situation of contmental powers, lest 
the predominance of any one should destroy that equi- 
poise which was essential to the safety of the whole. 
From the time of William III. the Ottoman empire 
had been always considered as an effective ally or a 
formidable enemy; and it was evident that its ruin or 
depression must materially affect the balance of power : 
the object of Russian statesmen had long been to ac- 
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quire an exclusive sovereignty in the Black Sea; and xxxv' 
were they, by expelling the Turks, to gain possession of ^^^ ' 
its ports, a new naval power would arise, dangerous to 
all Europe; but particularly so to Great Britain, whose 
safety and prosperity mainly depended on the supe- 
riority of her fleets : it was surely then important to 
check the rapid progress of Russia, and induce her to 
desist from schemes of dismembering the Turkish 
dominions. He acknowleged that Oczakow was not a 
place of great importance ; but as a fortress command- 
ing the navigation of the Niester, and a point to be 
gained by the empress in her system of ambition, it 
was wortn some risks, though not all; and he con- 
ceived that he had eaually done his duty in first at- 
tempting to secure this object to Turkey, and after- 
wards in relinquishing it when it could only be obtained 
at too high a price: it might, however, have been 
secured by the means employed, had it not been for 
the division and opposition excited in this kingdom; 
and for another proceeding to which he had smuded 
on a former occasion : Mr. Fox therefore might triumph 
in his success; but it was a triumph over the friends 
and the counsels of his country. The motions were all 
rgected, either without a division, or by very large 
majorities. 

The allusion at the end of Mr. Pitt's speech had 
reference to an extraordinary proceeding of Mr. Fox, 
who certainly carried party principles on this occasion 
to a length, which Burke, in his ' Observations on the 
. Conduct of the Minority,' justlv characterised as lead- 
ing to ^ a most unconstitutional act, and a highly trea- 
sonable misdemeanor.' 

The laws and constitution of this country entrust 
the exclusive right of treating with foreign potentates 
to the king, as an undisputed part of the regal pre- 
rogative : yet Fox, without Ae knowlege or par- 
ticipation of a single member in the house, thought 
proper to send Mr. Adair, as his representative, and 
with his cipher, to St. Petersburgh, Wiere to frustrate 
the objects for which a plenipotentiary firom the crown 
^va8 authorised to treat : and he succeeded in his de- 
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XXXV ®^S^5 thereby contributing to render the legitimate 
mode of communication between this and other nations 
uncertain and precarious; opening a road for the in- 
trigues of foreign powers in our aflSEtirs; and setting 
an evil example to the mischievous societies at this 
time in England, which were forming leagues and 
alliances with revolutionary France. *It is to be 
presumed,' says Pitt's biographer,^ *that Fox never 
would have had recourse to such a measure, if he had 
not entertained a confident hope, that, having already 
succeeded in rendering the Russian armament unpo- 
pular, he should overset Pitt's administration, provided 
the empress could be prevailed on to persevere in her 
demands : that point he accomplished without diffii- 
cultv; yet the result did not turn out as he expected : 
he aefeated Pitt's plan, and brought a certain degree 
of discredit and danger on his country by effecting the 
aggrandisement of an unfriendly ana powerfiil court; 
but his own personal ambition remained ungratified.' 
Pitt, on this occasion, exhibited marks of a high mind 
and a forgiving spirit, by forbearing to make }ns rival's 
conduct the subject of formal inquiry, or even of actual 
discussion, in the house of commons. 

During this session the Scotch episcopalians were 
relieved from many legal restraints, for the mainte- 
nance of which no reason existed, after the extinction 
of the house of Stuart : an objection indeed was started 
to the bill proposed for this purpose, in the house of 
peers, by the chancellor; who asked, whether, accord- 
ing to a clause in it specifying the description of per- 
sons to be relieved, we could with propriety recognise 
the validity of ordination by bishops exercising their 
fimctions independently of the state? In his profound 
knowlege of ecclesiastical antiquity, his lordship even 
ventured to intimate doubts, whether bishops could 
exist in any christian country, not authorised by the 
state : but being assured hj the bishop of St. David's, 
that christian prelates existed 300 years before the 
alliance between church and state took place under 

* Toiiiline*8 Life of Pitt, vol. iii. p. 309. * This transaction/ says the bishop, 
(p. 312.) *ivas well known in Turkey, where great surprise was expressed that 
Mr. Fox had not lost his head for such conduct.' 
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the emperor Constantine, his lordship was pleased to £5^v 

declare himself satisfied; and the bill passed without — 

&rther opposition. The unitarians, taMng advantage ^'^' 
of this concession made to the Scotch church, de- 
manded a repeal of penal statutes regarding them- 
selves : but to the usual reasons for rejectmg the 
application, were now added others, arising from their 
objectionable practices, in the formation of democra- 
tical clubs, and the dissemination of inflanunatory 
publications. 

Though the many attempts made to obtain a par- Debates on 
liamentaiy reform had uniformly failed, yet were they ^y ^J^^." 
fer from being unproductive of salutary effects, while 
they provoked discussions, tending to make those evils 
more apparent, which the legislature refused to remedy : 
hence, and from the knowlege conveyed through nu- 
merous publications, the nature of our representative 
system came to be well understood; and, in conse- 
quence of such knowlege, several political societies 
were formed for the purpose of procuring a reform. 
One of these, composed chiefly of tradesmen, assumed 
the title of the * London Corresponding Society,' and 
adopted to its fiill extent a system recommended by 
the diike of Richmond, which rested on the basis of 
universal suffi^ge and annual parliaments: but an- 
other society, formed about the same period, and 
known by the name of the * Friends of the People,' 
attracted more attention, both from the government 
and the nation. The members of this association 
adopted principles of reform which Pitt himself had 
supported, and which had been sanctioned by many 
distinguished advocates for constitutional liberty : 
about thirty of them were members of parliament, 
and others were eminently distinguished by political 
or literary talents; but not a few were such as threw 
discredit on the society by the virulence and uncon- 
stitutional nature of their opinions. After publishing 
a declaration of their sentiments, and an address to 
the people of Great Britain, inviting those who agreed 
with them to join the association, they determined 
that early next session a motion for reform should be 
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^^P- brought forward; and that the conducting of it in the 
house of commons should be committed to Messrs. 
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Grey and Erskine, both of whom were members : in 
conformity with this resolution, the former of those 
gentlemen gave notice, on the thirtieth of April, that 
in the ensuing session he would move for an inquiry 
respecting the state of our representation, into which 
so many abuses had crept through neglect, or been 
introduced by corruption, that they threatened the 
very existence of the constitution itself, and, in his 
opinion, could only be corrected by a timely and tem- 
perate reform. He had scarcely concluded this inti- 
mation, when Mr. Pitt rose, and said, ^he believed 
that it was not strictly regular to make any observa- 
tions on the notice of a motion; and therefore he was 
under correction fix)m the chair, whether he should 
articulate a syllable.' * Go on! go on!' was inune- 
diately echoed from all parts of the house; when he 
proceeded to say, that if ever there was an occasion, 
on which the mmd of a man, who felt for the present, 
or hoped for the future happiness of his country, 
should be interested, this was the period for its exertion : 
nothing could be said, nothing could be whispered on 
such a subject at this time, which did not involve 
questions of the most extensive, serious, and lasting 
importance to the people of Great Britain — to the very 
being of the state. He would confess, that in one 
respect he had changed his opinion on this subject, 
and he was not ashamed to own it : he retained his 
opinion respecting the propriety of a parliamentary 
reform, if it could be obtained by a general concur- 
rence, pointing harmlessly at its object ; but he was 
afraid at this, moment, that if it were agreed to by 
that house, the security of aU the blessings we enjoyed 
would be shaken to the foundation. The present, he 
asserted, was not a season for hazardous experiments: 
could we forget what lessons had been given to the 
world within a few years? could it be supposed that 
men felt the situation of this country, as contrasted 
with that of others, to be deplorable? He then noticed 
the association of 'Friends of the People,' and its ad- 
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vertisements, inviting the public to join the standard ^xxv 
of reform: he saw with concern the gentlemen to — — -^ 
whom he alluded, united with others, who professed, 
not reform only, but direct hostility to the very nature 
of our government; who threatened the extinction 
of monarchy, hereditary succession, and every thing 
which promoted order and subordination in a state: 
to his last hour he would resist every attempt of this 
nature; and if he was called on either to hazard our 
safety, or abandon for ever all hopes of reform; he 
would say, that he had no hesitation in preferring the 
latter alternative. 

Fox, in allusion to the loud applause with which 
this declaration was received, said that he felt addi- 
tional difficulty in delivering his sentiments : he was 
aware that the subject of parliamentary reform was 
completely unpopular within those walls ; but he 
beKeved that the nation regarded it in a diflferent 
light; and unless something were done to quiet the 
public mind, there would be a difficulty in preserving 
internal tranquillity for any considerable time. He 
remmded the house, that he had never professed to be 
so sanguine on this subject as the right honorable 
gentleman ; but though less sanguine, he happened to 
be rather more consistent; for he had, early in public 
life, formed an opinion of the necessity of parliamentary 
reform, and he still remained convinced of that neces- 
sity; and the obvious reason was, that the proceedings 
of the house were sometimes at variance with pubfic 
opinion : for the truth and justice of what he now 
advanced, it was only necessary to refer to a recent 
instance, the Russian armament : the sentiment of the 
house was, that we should proceed to hostilities; the 
declaration of the people was, that we should not; and 
that declaration was so strong, as to silence and awe 
the minister with his triumphant majority; neverthe- 
less, the people were now paying the expense of an' 
annament, for which they never gave their consent; 
and, as far as that goes, they pay their money for not 
^iug represented, and because their sentiments are 
not spoken within the walls of that house. It was the 
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XXXV ^^^''^^^ ^^ implicit confidence in a minister, that 

1 disgusted the people; a confidence, not given to him 

^'^' from experience of his probity and talents, but merely 
because he was minister : and whatever calamities he 
might bring on the country, no inquiry into his con- 
duct would be granted. In reply to Pitt's obser- 
vations on the character of several members of the 
association, he confessed that some of Mr. Grey's allies 
were infiiriated republicans; but, on the other hand, 
he maintained, that among Mr. Pitt's Mends were to 
be found as many slaves of despotism. Sheridan, 
among other arguments in favor of reform, observed, 
' that sixty or seventy peers had been created under 
the present administration, for no distinguished abili- 
ties or public services, but merely for their influence 
m returning members to parUament. Here peerages 
had been bartered for electioneering interest; but in 
the sister kingdom, it had been all but proved that 
they were put up to auction for money : the premier, 
failing in his proposition of adding 100 members to 
the house of commons, had almost added as many to 
the house of lords.' The speaker went on to remark, 
* that an honorable gentleman, Mr. Powys,^ had called 
on all who thought as he did to protest against the 
measure: in this he had done wisely, for to protest 
was easier than to argue.' 

The alarm of ministers evidently appeared in a 
royal proclamation, almost immediately issued against 
the public dispersion of seditious writings, and against 
all illegal correspondence; exhorting the magistrates 
to vigilance, and the people to submission and obe- 
Debateson dicucc : this bciug laid before the house on the twenty- 
writllTgs*. fiftl^ of May, and an address moved of approbation and 
support, it was warmly opposed by Mr. wey, and the 
proclamation itself condenmed severely, as a pernicious 
and insidious measure, designed to make a separation 
between those who had long acted together, and among 
whom there was known to exist a difference of opinion 
respecting the present state of the country; though 

' He was himself soon afterwards called to the upper house by the title of lord 
Lilford. 
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the union of this party was essential to the mainte- ^xxv 
nance of our constitution in purity and perfection. 
No man, he said, ever was more delighted with such 
sinister practices than the right honorable gentleman, 
whose policy was a constant tissue of inconsistency, of 
assertion and retractation ; who never proposed a mea- 
sure without intending to delude his hearers; who 
promised every thing, and performed nothing; who 
never kept his word with the people; *who studied all 
arts of obtaining popularity without even intending to 
deserve it ; and who, from the first step of his political 
life, was a complete public apostate : he remarked, as 
one of the objects of this proclamation, ' that the king's 
officers, commissioners of the peace, and magistrates, 
were enjoined to make diligent inquiry, in order to 
discover the authors and publishers of wicked and 
seditious writings; in other words, a system of es- 
pionage was to be established by order of the crown : 
the very idea was surprising, as well as odious, that a 
proclamation should issue from the sovereign of a free 
people, conmianding such a system to be supported 
by spies and informers. Fox was scarcely less violent 
agamst the minister, or in his reprobation of the pro- 
clamation and address. 

Pitt declared that no invective should ever deter 
him from pursuing that line of conduct which he 
deemed most conducive to public tranquillity, and the 
preservation of constitutional freedom: he expressed 
his respect for many members of the association in 
question, from whom he differed chiefly in regard to 
tile time and mode adopted for the attainment of their 
object. * The society of friends of the people,' he said, 
' need not come within the scope of this proclamation ; 
which was levelled against those daring and seditious 
principles that had been so insidiously promulgated, 
under the plausible and delusive appellation of the 
Rights of Man.' He expressed his astonishment, that 
the existence of a republican spirit in this kingdom 
had been denied, when it was openly avowed and 
industriously propagated both by individuals and by 
societies; and he declared, that Mr. Fox, by theargu- 
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XXXV ^^^^ which he had that day used, was certainly a 
— - — '- friend, if not an advocate, of raine and his doctrines: 
' such conduct appeared to him irreconcilable with any 
spark of patriotism, or any regard for our established 
form of government : it waa scarcely credible, that a 
man should seriously maintain that there was no 
ground for alarm, or cause for such a proclamation; 
when it was known, that numerous clubs, in manufac- 
turing towns and districts, had adopted, and were 
eagerly spreading opmions, which, if not checked in 
time, would undermine and overthrow the constitution. 
Several opposition members, particularly the mar- 
quis of Titchfield, lord North, Messrs. Windham, 
Anstruther, and T. Grenville, delivered sentiments in 
favor of the address; and the last of these gentlemen 
asserted, that writings of a seditious nature had been 
circulated among our soldiers and sailors : all acknow- 
leged their conviction, that the doctrines lately propa- 

Sated, and the conduct pursued, by dubs and societies, 
emanded a vigorous interposition of government, if 
it would avert from this country evUs experienced by 
France, resulting from similar beginnings : the address 
was finally earned without a division. In the upper 
house, as soon as a motion for the concurrence of 
their lordships was made and seconded, the prince of 
Wales rose for the first time, to deliver his sentiments 
Speech of amoug the peers. ^ Having been educated in principles 
of*Waie^ which taught him to revere that constitutional liberty 
of the people on which their happiness depended, to 
those principles he would give his firm and constant 
support : the matter at issue appeared to be, whether 
the constitution was or was not to be maintained; 
whether wild notions of untried theory were to conquer 
the wholesome maxims of established practice; and 
whether those laws, under which we had florished 
for so long a series of years, were to be subverted 
by a pretended reform, which the people would not 
sanction : as a person nearly and dearly interested 
in the happiness of the people, he should feel it treason 
against ms own principles if he did not express a 
disapprobation of those seditious publications which 
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had occaaipned the present motion : on this great and chap. 
solid basis then, he would vote for a concurrence with - ^^^^• 
the commons in their wise and salutary address.* 

Lord Grenville, in the ensuing debate observed, that 
such a testimony from his royal highness of regard to 
the constitution, and such zeal for 5ie national welfare, 
must warm the breast of every Englishman who heard 
it; whilst it was the strongest assurance to the people 
at large, that they might expect a continuance of those 
essential blessings, wnich they had enjoyed since the 
accession of the present illustrious family to the throne 
of these realms. 

The address was supported by the duke of Portland, 
lords Spencer and Rawdon, with several other opposi- 
tion members; an amendment, moved by lord Lauder- 
dale, and seconded by lord Lansdowne, being rejected 
without a division : then followed addresses from 
all parts of the kingdom; and ministers, conscious 
of their strength, commenced prosecutions against 
many offenders; among whom Paine stood most con- 
spicuous : he was found guilty of the charge ; but, 
foreseeing the probability of this event, he had eluded 
punishment by abscondmg to France; where he was 
elected a member of the national convention. 

Great complaints very generaUy and justly prevailed 
at this time, respecting the police of London, where 
the materials of plunder were more numerous and 
accessible, while the practicability of depredation was 
greater than in any other city : many rules and 
ordinances had been enacted at different periods, but 
had proved unequal to the ends proposed, for want of 
sufficient power in the magistracy and its agents to 
discover and suppress, in a summary and expeditious 
manner, whatever had a visible tendency to disturb 
the public peace. To rectify this defect, a bill was 
introduced into the lower house, with the concurrence 
and approbation of government, by which public 
offices were to be estabUshed, at a convenient distance 
from each other, for the prompt administration of 
such parts of our law as come within the cognisance 
of justices of the peace. Three magistrates were to 

VOL. IV. E 
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XXXV ®^* ^" ^^^ ^^ these offices, with a salary of £300 : they 

were to be prohibited from taking fees individually; 

^^^^' and the money arising from fees paid into all the 
offices, was to be applied to the disbursement of salaries 
and official expenses : that the law niight have an 
operation preventive as well as penal, a clause was 
inserted, vesting in constables authority to apprehend 
persons who did not give a satisfactory account of 
themselves, and empowering the justices to conMnit 
them as vagabonds. Various objections were made to 
this biU, as intrenching on the liberty of the subject, 
and increasing the power of the crown; but, after 
investigation, its necessity was found so strong, as to 
overrule the arguments of all opponents; and it was 
passed by a considerable majority. 

While measures were thus taken to secure the 
innocent and industrious against the profligate and 
atrocious, lord Rawdon resumed his generous eflfbrts 
for relieving the unfortunate, by a revision of the laws 
regarding debtor and creditor: his object was to 
compel the former to give up all he possessed; and to 
prevent the latter, after such a cession, from gratifying 
resentment by keeping a fellow creature in perpetual 
imprisonment : as the subject was of great importance, 
and required a fall discussion of principles, his lordship 
was prevailed on to postpone its introduction till the 
following session, by which time it might obtidn 
mature consideration. 
Debates on The slavc trade again occupied attention; no fewer 
trade*''^ than 508 petitions, prajing for the abolition of that 
nefarious traffic, having been presented to the house 
of commons in the early part of the present session : 
on the second of April, Mr. Wilberforce brought 
forward a motion to this effect in a committee of 
the whole house, where the abolitionists succeeded in 
the main question, though they were divided as to 
the time when suppression should take place. The 
minister, in a powerful and luminous speech, supported 
the mover in his pleadings for immediate action; 
asking why injustice was to be suffered to remain for 
a single hour? and, having entered at great length 
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into the effect which abolition would produce on the Sxxv 

real interests of proprietors, the condition of negroes, '- 

and the safety of our islands, he showed that aU ^^^' 
arguments drawn from these sources pleaded strongly 
for an immediate, rather than a gradual operation. 
*The origin of evil,' he observed in answer to those 
who placed slavery in the rank of necessary evils, 'is, 
inde^, beyond tne reach of human understanding; 
and the permission of it by the Supreme Being is a 
subject, into which we are not concerned to inquire : 
but where the evil in question is a moral evil, which 
man can scrutinise, and where that moraf evil has its 
origin within ourselves; let lis not imagine that we 
can dear our consciences by this general, not to say, 
irreligious way of putting aside the question :' nor 
did he forget to urge on the house the influence which 
their decision would produce in other countries; or 
the prospect of a divine blessing to be drawn down 
upon their own, by exertions in so righteous a cause. 
Such were the opinions held by the premier respecting 
the abolition of slavery; but neither at this, nor at 
any other time, did he make it a cabinet question; 
contenting himself with speaking and giving his 
mdividual vote against it, while he lefb aU other 
members of his administration to fdllow that line, 
which their own notions of policy, ^spediency, or right 
might dictate. 

Mr. Pitt's eloquent and persuasive speech was 
received with loud applause ; but he failed in his 
main object, immediate abolition; and though a 
motion made by Mr. Jenkinson^ to introduce a plan 
for improving the treatment of slaves,^ was re- 
jected, yet the measure did not pass without the in- 
sertion of an amendment proposed by Mr. Dundas, 
making the abolition gradual. WUberforce, however, 
having informed the house that he could not con- 
scientiously bring in a biU on that principle, threw 
it wholly into the hands of the other; who, on the 
twMty-third of April, made a motion, embodying 

' By means of which, he asserted, they would become more and more prolific ; 
M that in a short time no importation would be reqnired. 
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XXXV *w^ve resolutions, one of which fixed the first of 
January, 1800, as the day on which all importation 
of slaves should cease ; and an amendment by lord 
Mommgton, that 1793 should be substituted for 
1800, was lost; as also another, proposing that the 
trade should cease in 1795, Pitt consoled himself 
with thinking that the house had declared its opinion 
of this traffic; that all parties had concurred in repro- 
bating it; and that even its advocates had been com- 
pelled to acknowlege its infamy : he declared there was 
not the slightest cause for apprehendmg that the 
plantations would not be in a fit state to carry on 
business, without firesh importations, in the year 1795, 
or in 1794, or even in 1793 : as, however, the case was 
viewed by a majority of the house very much in the 
light of a commercial concern, an amendment proposed 
by sir Edward Knatchbull, fixing the abolition for the 
first of January, 1796, was carried by 151 against 
132; on which, Mr. Dundas also declined any farther 
interference in the business. 

In this state of the question, it was taken up by 
Pitt; who, being anxious that the abolition should 
take place at any period rather than none, undertook 
to bring in a biU; and on the second of May noioved 
five of Mr. Dundas's resolutions, with modifications 
and amendments : these passed without opposition ; 
and being reported that night, were communicated to 
the lords at a conference next day, with copies of all 
the information received by the commons : the object 
of such haste was, that a biU might be introduced as 
soon as possible, with the concurrence of both houses. 
On the eighth of May, when the question came under 
consideration, lord Stormont, who was adverse to the 
resolutions, made a motion for calling witnesses to the 
bar of the lords; as it would be derogatory to their 
dignity to rely solely on documeats received from the 
other house: the reasonableness of hearing evidence 
could not be denied; but lord Grenville, who was a 
zealous advocate in the cause of abolition, proposed, 
for the sake of expedition, that the examination rfiould 
be conducted by a committee: this amendment was 
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opposed by the lord chancellor and several other ^xv! 
peers adverse to the resolutions; while the duke of- 
Clarence, under whose reign the abolition of slave labor 
took place, opposed the abolition of the trade in a very 
able, comprehensive, and impressive speech; rejecting 
all theories, and arguing from facts and experience in 
favor of what he considered to be political and com- 
mercial expediency. Lord Grenville's amendment 
being negatived by a large majority, the original 
motion passed, and the examination of witnesses at the 
bar commenced : little progress, however, was made in 
it before the prorogation; for the time of the house 
was much occupied with the trial of Warren Hastings, 
and other public business ; so that its introduction was 
necessarilv postponed to the next session. On the 
nineteenth of March, a bill introduced by Pitt, encou- 
raging the growth of timber for our navy, and improv- 
ing the royal revenue arising out of the New Forest, 
by a sale of certain parts, and an enfranchisement of 
copyholds, passed the commons without much diffi- 
culty: but it met with a decided opposition in the 
upper house at the second reading, especially fromi the 
chancellor; his lordship objecting to its principle, as 
favoring the alienation of crown lands ; on which ground 
he severely censured the reports of the commissioners, 
upon which it was founded : he asserted, that it was 
essential to the safety of the constitution, that the 
soverdgn should have his interests blended with those 
of the landed property in the country : and although it 
was considered that the reflections which he cast on 
the advisers of this measure were directed against 
Pitt, yet the validity of his objections seemed to be 
admitted; for notwithstanding the commitment of the 
bill with a majority of forty-one to twenty-nine in its 
&vor, it was postponed, and never afterwards resumed ; 
other means being adopted for promoting the growth 
of timber. 

Parliament was prorogued on the sixteenth of June; 
and the king, in his speech, lamenting the commence- 
ment of hostilities on the continent, declared that his 
principal care should be to maintain that harmony 
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XXXV ^^^ ^* present subsisted between himself and the 

^belligerent powers. The extraordinary manner in 

^^^* whidi lord Thurlow had, in several instances, opposed 
the minister,^ and his perseverance in taking every 
opportunity to exhibit a personal dislike to Pitt, 
necessarily led to his dismissal from office; and the 
great seal was put into commission; but this event 
was not followed by a single resignation or change in 
any political or legal department. By the death of 
lord Guildford on the fifth of August, the wardenship 
of the cinque ports, worth about £3000 a year, became 
vacant; when his majesty offered it to Mr. Pitt in 
such gracious and pressing terms, that to decline it 
was impossible : nor did the minister, who had been 
for nine years employing his time and thoughts to 
promote ms country's interests, and who had exhibited 
the strongest marks of disinterested patriotism, subject 
himself to the slightest imputation by acceding to his 
majestv's wishes. 
Domegtic In May this year died the gallant Kodney, vice- 
admiral of England; who was succeeded in that high 
station by eari Howe. In the autumn all England 
was in a ferment, created by speculations in canal 
shares; to promote which, many new plans of naviga- 
tion were undertaken, and ahnost incredible sums 
subscribed, principally by persons in the midland 
counties: before the end of the year, however, owing 
to political alarms, shares, which had acquired enor- 
mous premiums, fell to a twentieth, and some to a 
hundredth, of their previous price; by which multi- 
tudes were ruined : but among the domestic events of 
Great Britain, the exemplary instance of national 
charity toward the imfortunate French emigrants 
ought not to be forgotten. One of the first enormities 
of the revolutionists was the murder of a large portion 

* It has been said, that the hazard of encountering his opposition in the bouse of 
lords induced Pitt to apply to bis majesty to advance Mr. William Grenville 
to the peerage ; he agreemg to conduct the public business in the uoper house. — 
See Tomline, vol. iiL p. 401. Others, however, have asserted, that Mr. Grenville 
was the person kept ready by the kin?, to assume the office of prime minister, 
in case ritt should run counter to his mi^esty's inclinatioos ; and that Pitt 
determined to remove this nuisance by transplanting Mr. Grenville to the house of 
peers. 
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of their clergy, and the bamshment of aknost all the ^xxv 

remainder: some thousands of those unhappy exiles • " 

found refuge in England, where a private subscription 
of £33,775 was immediately made for th^n; and 
when this was exhausted, a second was collected under 
the auspices of his majesty, which amounted to 
£41,304 ; while the secret beneficence of individuals 
contributed large sums to their relief :^^ the manage- 
ment of these funds was entrusted to a committee, of 
which Mr. WUmot, one of the members for Coventry, 
was president : on him the burden of the trust almost 
wholly fell; and his humanity, judgment, and perse- 
verance intitled him to high commendation. So nume- 
rous were the unfortunate exiles, and so destitute their 
condition, that they were long unable to procure 
proper clothes; while those which they had ti^en up 
as a disguise, when they were hunted down in France, 
exposed them to the derision, instead of the compas- 
sion of the populace: so suddenly had they been 
es})elled fix>m their countrv, that few had brought 
with them those devotional books, which had been the 
companions of their former life, and were to be the 
comfort of their future days : to relieve this calamity, 
the universily of Oxford printed for them, at her sole 
expense, 2000 copies of the New Testament, according 
to the Latin Vulgate ; to which 2000 more were added 
hy the munificence of the marquis of Buckingham. 
When the wants of these suflferers exceeded the mea- 
sure of private bounty, government took them under 
its protection ; and though engaged in the most expen- 
sive war that any country ever waged, appropriated a 
monthly allowance of £8000 to their support, not 
without the approbation of the whole nation: — an 
instance of splendid and systematic liberality, of which 
the annals of the world fiimish not another example. 

As the war in the East Indies was concluded this East Indian 
year, it will be expedient to take a brief review of our J|Sct lord 
affairs in that quarter of the world since the appoint- Corawaiiis. 
ment of lord Comwallis to the office of governor- 

" These contributions were exclusive of those granted for the relief of lay 
emigrants. 
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XXXV g^'^^^- ^ September, 1786, his lordship arrived at 
Calcutta, fiimished with an extensive code of instrac- 



1786-93. ^jQjjg^ |.jjg joint production of the board of control and 
court of directors; vested also with enlarged powers 
conferred on him by the new act of parliament. His 
attention was in the first instance engaged by the 
state of our connexion with the nabob of Oude, who 
complained bitterly of the pecuniary burdens to which 
he had been subjected. It appeared that, during the 
nine preceding years, he had paid to the company, 
under various claims, eighty-four lacs of rupees per 
annum ; a sum vastly superior in amount to what he 
had bound himself to pay by the treaties of 1775 and 
1781 : but now an annual payment of fifty lacs was 
allowed to satisfy every claim; under a conviction, 
that this would not only indemnify the company for 
all expenses to which they might be liable fi:^m their 
connexion with the vizir, but that the prince himself 
had the means of making such annual disbursement 
without suffering in his convenience or dignity; the 
governor also promised to relieve him by recalling a 
part of our troops fi:om his dominions whenever policy 
should warrant such a measure: the defence of his 
country was undertaken by the British, while its inter- 
nal administration was left to his own exclusive 
management; though his lordship did not preclude 
himself fix)m making representations on the subject 
whenever it might be essentially necessary: in the 
mean time, being aware of the cnaracter of Asuph u 
Dowla, he gave a decided support to the minister, 
Hyder Beg khan, who was favorable to the connexion 
subsisting between Great Britain and the states of 
India; assuring him, that he might rely on the Eng- 
lish government, as long as he served his master 
with fidelity, governed the country with equity, and 
adhered to engagements formed with the honorable 
company. 

The instructions given to lord Comwallis by the 
court of directors coincided fully with a clause m the 
new act of our legislature, declaring, * that to pursue 
schemes of conquest and extension of dominion in India, 
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are measures repugnant to the wish, the honor, and SS^v 
the policy of Great Britain.' It was farther made 
unlawfol for the supreme government to engage in 
hostilities with any state, which had not commenced, 
or prepared to commence, war on us, or on some ally 
intitled to our protection; unless in cases where a 
previous sanction of the government in England had 
been obtained : the local government was also pro- 
hibited from entering into any treaty guaranteeing 
the possessions of a native prince, except where such 
party had engaged to aid the English in a war actually 
conunenced, or about to commence : but the observa- 
tions made by sir John Malcolm on this subject are so 
conducive to a right understanding of Indian affairs, 
that they must not be omitted. 

* The spirit and object,' says he, * of these laws were 
just and wise; for the great danger we had to en- 
counter, from the very first, was a too rapid extension 
of empire; but our success in retarding, if we could 
not arrest, the growth of our greatness, evidently de- 
pended on the means we employed for this purpose; 
and the letter of the act in question went to fetter our 
government in the exercise of the most essential of 
these means: it forbade the seasonable use of that 
power and influence which we possessed, to check 
combination, or to counteract, while yet immature, the 
plans of ambition; prescribing to a state situated 
among despotic princes, who recognised no objects 
but conquest and power, a course of policy, which they 
could not appreciate, or even understand : these princes 
were consequently liable, from their ignorance and 
presumption, to nustake our motives of action ; to think 
that moderation and forbearance were fear and weak- 
ness ; and, under that delusion, to venture on a course 
which precipitated their ruin, and rendered our cau- 
tious and unwise policy productive of those very ends 
which it had been framed to avoid.' ^^ * Lord Com- 
wallis,' says the admirable writer above quoted, ' pos- 
sed a union of fimmess and moderation, which gave 
the best promise of preserving peace with the native 

" Political History of India, vol. ii. p. 50. 
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XXXV ^***^^' ^^ *^* ^'^^^ possible : the aggression of Tip- 

poo Sultan, however, forced him into a war.' 

H^tiw ^ ^ ^'^^ native princes, Tippoo was most formid- 
of Tippoo. able to our government; most active in disturbing its 
authority, and opposing its interests. The peace of 
1784 had, it was thought, secured his fidelity by very 
feeble ties; and a splendid embassy which he soon 
afterwards despatched to France, afforded reason to 
suspect that some plan was in agitation between the 
old government of that country, and the Mysorean 
tvrant, against British power: this, however, was 
defeated by the same cause which prevented a war 
with Spain; — ^the breaking out of the French revo- 
lution. 
Judicious Lord Comwallis had carried with him explicit 
i^r"d Corn- ordcrs to demand from the Nizam a surrender of the 
waiiis. circar of Guntoor; the reversion of which, in conse- 
quence of the death of Basalut Jung in 1782, devolved 
on the company: it was not, however, till 1788, that 
affairs presented a favorable opportunity of pressing 
this demand; when the Nizam, on account of the un- 
fortunate issue of a recent contest with Tippoo, wajs 
desirous of renewing his connexion with the company; 
and not only surrendered the circar, but by a letter, 
dated July, 1789, explanatory of the treaty of 1768, 
covertly concluded an offensive alliance against the 
sultan. A subsidiary force was to be granted to the 
Nizam, on his requisition, provided it did not act 
against powers in alliance with the company; from 
the list of whom Tippoo's name alone was excluded. 
The real character of .this treaty did not escape the 
observation of the Mysorean prince; and it is evident 
that lord Comwallis must have thought that an early 
war with him was inevitable : symptoms indeed of 
hostile desi^s, on the side of Mysore, had already 
manifested tnemselves ; for early in the preceding year, 
Tippoo had descended the Ghauts at the head of an 
army; and, advancing to Coimbetoor and Dindigul, 
laid waste with fire and sword such of the polygars 
dependent on them, as had recently fiailed in tneir alle- 
giance : at this time, the rajah of Travancore commu- 
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nicated to the Madras government his apprehension S5xv 
of being invaded at once from the east and from the 
north, in consequence of a minute investigation which 
had been made of the routes on each of those fron- 
tiers. 

In the following January, a simultaneous rebellion 
of the natives of Coorg and Malabar recalled Tippoo 
into those provinces; and to the Nairs, inclosed by 
detachments of his troops, was offered the alternative 
of a voluntary profession of Mahometanism, or a forci- 
ble conversion to that faith, with deportation from 
their native land: so terrible was this idea, that vast 
numbers, incessantly hunted out of places of conceal- 
ment, came forward to be circumcised, in order that 
they might escape a more cruel fete.^^ On his return 
to Coimbetoor, on account of the rains, the tyrant left 
six divisions of his army in Malabar, with distinct 
establishments of civil, mUitary, and spiritual officers, 
charged with surveying the lands, numbering the pro- 
ductive trees, and converting the remaining Nairs: 
besides, while at Coimbetoor, he made a farmer aug- 
mentation of his infantry, preparatory to war, which 
he undoubtedly meditated. 

Tippoo was very anxious to achieve the conquest of 
Travancore, without appearing as a principal in the 
contest: he had, in 1788, agreed with the zamorin of 
Calicut, to restore to him a portion of his former pos- 
sessions, on condition of his invading Travancore for 
the sultan, but in his own name, under a pretext of 
certain antiquated claims : this project, however, was 
foiled by Tippoo's precipitation in beginning the work 
of universal circumcisicm ; which the zamorin resented, 
so noiuch as to join in the general insurrection. The 
sultan now wi^ed to make the rajah of Cochin his 
instrument for effecting the same object; and the pre- 
sident of Madras frankly communicated to him, in 
1789, the fears and representations of the rajah of 
Travancore; adding, that any attack on this our ally 

I' Tippoo, in his account of this crusade, took credit to himself for having 
destroyea 8000 idol temples, many of them roofed with gold, silver, or copper, and 
all containing treasures buried at the feet of the idol. 
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Mxvl w^^^ ^ considered equivalent to a declaration of 

^y ' war: Tippoo's answer stated, that the interposition 

of his dependent, the rajah of Cochin, prevented the 

possibility of collision between him and the sovereign 

of Travancore. 

This latter principalitv was defended on the north 
by a double line of works, beyond which lay part of 
the territory of the rajah of Cochin ; though a consi- 
derable portion of that country, including the capital, 
was blended, on the southern side, with Travancore. 
These lines were more imposing than strong; as, in 
their whole extent of thirty miles, only a few stations 
were closed in the rear, and those imperfectly; so 
that nearly the whole would fall if a single point were 
carried : some time after their construction, Hyder Ali, 
who was extending his conquests over the Malabar 
chiefs, carried his arms against the Cochin territory 
without the wall; and the rajah, rather than lose 
that portion of his dominions, consented to become 
Hyder's tributary. 

It is also necessary to observe, that part of these 
lines were on a strip of land, which had been ceded to 
Travancore by the chief of Cochin, in recompense for 
aid afforded to him in repelling an invasion of the 
zamorin of Calicut in 1761 : they were also continued 
across the island of Vipeen, in rear of the Dutch fort 
of Ayacotta, and on ground purchased from the Dutch 
by the rajah of Travancore. 

Tippoo now instructed his tributary rajah to demand 
restitution of those districts which had been ceded to 
Travancore, and promised him military aid to enforce 
the claim ; at the same time, he declared to our Madras 
government, that the lines, by intersectmg the country 
of his tributary, were virtually built on his own terri- 
tory, and excluded him from visiting his dominions 
on each side of the wall : to obviate this diflSiculty, the 
rajah of Travancore renewed a long-pending negoti- 
ation with the Dutch for the purchase of Cranganore 
and Ayacotta, possessions situated within Cochin, but 
obtained, a century before, by conquest from the 
Portuguese. The validity of this purchase being 
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contested by Tippoo, on the score of an antiquated xxxv 
claim; the Madras government, with its usual fatuity, 
countenanced that pretext, and despatched a messenger, 
ordering the rajah to annul the contract, and restore 
those places to the Dutch; although the sultan himself 
had recognized a right of sale, by offering a much 
larger sum in order to obtain them : it also sanctioned 
another of his alleged grievances, by requiring the 
Travancore rajah to discontinue his protection to 
ftigitive Nairs, who sought refuge in his dominions. 
Lord Comwallis, being informed of these proceedings, 
directed that proposals should be sent to Tippoo for 
the appointment of commissioners on each side to try 
the points in dispute; at the same time declaring, that 
the first attack made by the sultan on any part of the 
territory of Travancore or Arcot, would place him in 
a state of war. 

In May, 1789, Tippoo again descending to the 
coast, sent a sununons to the fort of Cranganore ; when 
the rajah prepared to join the Dutch in its defence; 
but after several demonstrations he retired, and placed 
his troops at Palaghautcherry and Coimbetoor: in 
December he re-advanced, and sent a vaketl to the 
rajah, announcing his demands; but his claims being 
denied, he approached the lines, and began to erect 
batteries: on the morning of the twenty-ninth, he 
penetrated them by the right flank, and introduced 
a part of his forces within the wall; but before he 
could arrive at the gate, through which he expected to 
admit all his troops, they met with an unexpected 
resistance, and fled in conrasion ; Tippoo himself being 
overturned with his palanquin in the ditch, and not 
escaping without severe bruises. 

Lord Comwallis, having received notice of these 
events, ordered the Madras government to exact from 
the sultan full amends for this wanton violation of 
treaty; and being relieved from all previous restric- 
tions, he hastened to secure, by an offensive and 
defensive alliance, the co-operation of the Nizam : nor 
was it long before he concluded a similar treaty with 
the Mahratta court of Poonah. 
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XXXV ^^ *^^ mean time, Tippoo sent letters to Madras, 
1- disavowing the late outrage, and ascribing it to un- 

1786-93. authorized proceedings of his armv: he also made 
professions of ardent friendship for the British; which 
were so credulously received as proofs of a pacific 
disposition, that all orders of the governor-general for 
the adoption of energetic measures were neglected; 
and the sultan, having renewed his attack, soon made 
himself master of the lines, and obtained possession 
of Cranganore : the troops of the rajah then fled in aU 
directions, the lines were razed, and the northern 
district of Travancore was ravaged without mercy, 
until Tippoo retired to the defence of his own 
dominions, about the end of May. 

The first operations of the ^British against Mysore 
were baffled by their opponent's activity ; who attacked 
them in detail, as they advanced in three divisions; 
broke through their line of communication, and 
ultimately compelled them to abandon their plan of 
the campaign; for which success he was indebted to 
his superior system of intelligence, which never fiiiled 
him : but though the war was transferred fi-om Mysore 
to the Camatic, the whole of Malabar was wrested 
from him by another British division, and placed 
under the company's dominion. 

In February, 1791, Comwallis, putting himself 
at the head of the army, entered Mysore by the pass 
of Mooglee, and reached Bangalore with little opposi- 
tion on the fifth of March : the same day, colonel 
Floyd, being despatched with a part of the cavalry to 
reconnoitre, was tempted to attack Tippoo's rear, 
which at first appeared to give way; but being rein- 
forced, soon r£dlied, and compelled its assailant to 
retreat : on the following day, me pettah^ or town, was 
stormed with a loss of 1 00 men : on the twelfth, three 
batteries were opened on the citadel, but they were 
too distant to effect a breach ; on the sixteenth, 
therefore, a new battery of nine guns was opened at 
550 yards fix>m the works; and on the twenty-first, 
the fort was stormed and taken, with little loss to the 
assailants, but with a dreadful carnage among the 
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garrison : not less than 1000 men were massacred SS6y 

with the bayonet; and 300, mostly wounded, were '- 

taken prisoners. 1786-93. 

The fate of the campaign, and perhaps of the war, 
was decided by this blow : the evil consequences which 
would have ensued from a failure it is difficult to 
estimate ; for the forage and grain found within the 
town had been long consumed ; and that in the country 
around had all been destroyed : * even the resource,' 
says colonel Wilks, * of digging for the roots of grass 
within the limits of the piquets, had been so exhausted, 
that scarcely a fibre remained.' The most favorable 
result of raising the siege imder these circumstances 
would have been a retreat, with the loss of our artil- 
lery, and pressed by all the energy with which such 
an event would have animated the foe. On the twenty- 
eighth, lord Comwallis advanced northward, to effect 
a junction with the Nizam's cavalry, the cattle being 
reduced to skeletons, and scarcely able to move under 
their own weight : after being deceived by false intel- 
ligence, returning southward, and again retracing his 
steps in a northerly direction, he was met by his sdlies, 
in number about 10,000, well-mounted horsemen, who 
were expected to do good service in performing the 
duties of light troops: but they soon showed Qiem- 
selves worthless soldiers, unequsd to the protection of 
their own foragers on ordinary occasions ; so that, by 
consuming grain, they augmented the distress of the 
army, without affording it any advantage. 

On the thirteenth of May, tne British forces reached Retreat of 
Arikeram, about nine miles from the capital; where ^ing. "*" 
Tippoo, who had taken up a strong position six miles 
in their front, was brought to action and defeated: 
but the precipitation of lord Comwallis, in advancing 
with imperfect equipments and deficient supplies, 
imder incessant rains and defective intelligence, again 
nearly led to the destruction of his army, which was 
sadly wasted by disease and famine: after all the 
fatigue, and misery, and loss of life incurred, it was 
discovered, that not a single operation could be at- 
tempted; that the battering train must be destroyed. 
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XXXV ^^^ ^ retreat instantly commenced : at the same time, 
orders were despatched to general Abercrombie, who 
was advancing from the west, to return to Malabar; 
when a similar destruction of his heavy artillery and 
equipments became necessary. 

Scarcely had the troops under the governor-general 
begun this melancholy retreat, than they were very 
unexpectedly joined by the Mahrattas, under two 
Poonah chiefs, Hurry Punt and Purseram Bhow, 
bringing provisions and draught cattle; yet no sus- 
picion had existed among the Sritish of the existence 
of a Mahratta army within 150 miles of their march, 
although intelligence of its movements had been con- 
stantly despatched by messengers during the whole of 
their advance; so completely had Tippoo's light troops 
succeeded in cutting off all communication: the 
Mahrattas had ostensibly taken the field at the same 
period as the English; but their primary object being 
to recover the punjab of Krishna, they deviated from 
their route, for the purpose of attacking Darwar, its 
capital; bv the siege of which they were long de- 
tained : after this, mey proceeded to the conquest of 
the country north of the Toombuddra ; but their tardy 
movements were the chief cause of our disasters : for 
if lord Comwallis had only possessed, a few days 
sooner, information of .their approach, the campaign 
would have assumed a very different character. As 
the loss of his battering train, general Abercrombie's 
return, and the state of the season, forbade his under- 
taking the siege of Seringapatam, the combined army, 
on the sixth of June, began to fall back on Bangalore ; 
and in their way, the strong hill-fort of Hooliordroog 
was captured and dismantled : it now became ne- 
cessary that the allied troops should separate during 
the inactive season. Hurry runt alone remained with 
the English, who proceeded toward the south-east, to 
open a communication, by the Policade pass,^with the 
Camatic : Tippoo's garrison evacuated Oossoor at their 
approach; Rayacottah, one of the strongest of his 
fortresses, surrendered; and the other forts which 
defended the pass, either obeyed our. summons, or 
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made a feeble resistance: by this newly opened route, xxxv. 
a convoy, such as scarcely ever had been seen even in -^. - 
India, joined the army : it consisted of 100 elephants, 
loaded with treasure, marching two abreast, with the 
British standard displayed ; 6000 bullocks ^* with rice ; 
100 carts with arrack ; and several hundreds of coolies 
with other supplies. 

While the army remained at Oossoor, Tippoo sent 
despatches, with offers to negotiate; but as his vakeel 
was commissioned to treat only with principals, and 
lord Comwallis declined to meet a subordinate agent, 
he was sent back, without having been permitted to 
enter the camp. The remaining operations of this 
campaign consisted of the reduction of the formidable 
hill-forts of Nundydroog, Savendroog, Ootradroog, 
and some others: the first of these, built on the 
summit of a granite roci about 1700 feet in height, 
was quite inaccessible on three sides ; and the only 
part which could be ascended was fortified by two 
strong walls, and an outwork covering the gateway 
with a flankmg fire : against this place batteries were 
erected, after fourteen days of severe labor; and two 
breaches having been effected, it was stormed and 
gallantly carried, with a loss of only two men killed, 
and twenty-eight wounded, chiefly by huge stones 
hurled down the rock; but Savendroog, situated in 
the woody hills extending from the vicinity of Ban- 
galore to the river Madoor, was deemed impregnable; 
and fix)m the insalubrity of its impenetrable woods and 
thickets, it took its name; which signifies ' The Rock 
of Death/ The enormous mass of granite on which 
this fortress had been constructed, is much higher 
than Nundydroog, and rises from a base at least eight 
miles in circumference, apparently inaccessible from 
below on all sides : at the height of about two-thirds 
of its total elevation, a chasm divides it into two 
distmct works, each abundantly supplied with water: 
yet after the immense labor of cuttmg a way through 
the strong jungle, and of dragging heavy artillery 
over the intervening rocks and hSls, both these aerial 

*> Nearly 40,000 bollocks had been lost in the last campaign. 
VOL. IV. F 
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XXXV ^^*^^^ ^^^ carried within one hour from the com- 

^'- mencement of the assault, with a very moderate list of 

^7«6.93. ^jg^^g^i^jgg^ gjj^j ^thout the loss of a single life in the 
attack itself. Ootradroog, a similar fortress, was also 
taken hy escalade, without the loss of a single man ; 
though many parts of the ascent were so steep, that 
a few resolute fellows might have defended it against 
any force : the forts of Ramgherry and Sevengherry 
surrendered after a slight resistance ; and Hooliordroog, 
which had been re-occupied and repaired by the enemy, 
was retaken, and held as a post of communication: 
during these proceedings, the only advantages gained 
by Tippoo consisted in the recovery of Coimbetoor, and 
a few successful attacks made against the Mahrattas 
imder Purseram Bhow. 
Prepw*. At length, being joined by the Hyderabad and 
ll^^^oP^* Poonah contingencies, lord Comwallis began his 
Seringapa. march toward Seringapatam on the first of February, 
*'™' 1792 ; and on the fifth he took a position across the 
valley of Milgotah, about six miles from the capital; 
under the walls of which the sultan's army awaited 
his approach. Seringapatam is situated on an island 
formed by two branches of the river Cavery; and 
around it ran the usual fence, called 'the bound 
hedge,' composed of immense shrubs of the prickly 
pear, bamboos, &c., which formed a rampart of no 
inconsiderable strength. On the northern side, where 
the confederated army had taken up its position, an 
oblong space, about tnree miles long, and from half a 
mile to a mile broad, was enclosed between the hedge 
and the river; and there Tippoo lay encamped on 
veiy commanding ground, the natural strength of 
which was increased by six large redoubts; one of 
these, at the western extremity, called the Mosque 
redoubt, being a post of great importance, and covering 
the left of the encampment; while the right was de- 
fended by fortifications on a hiU called the Carighaut, 
at the base of which a branch of the river Lockany 
enters the Cavenr : at the western angle of the island 
rose the strong fortress of Seringapatam; the eastern 
part, where was the palace and beautifiil gardens of 
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Tippoo, being fortified by redoubts and batteries: thus ^^' 
the fortress and island became, as it were, a second 
line of defence, or the body of a place behind its out- 
works: heavy cannon in the redoubts, and a well- 
disposed field train of 100 pieces, defended the first 
line; and at least 300 more were advantageously 
placed in the fort and island. Tippoo's army amounted 
to 5000 cavalry and above 40,000 infantry; he com- 
manded the centre and right of the line in person, 
and had his tent near the most easterly of the six 
redoubts, which on that account was called the sultan's : 
unable to keep the field against a powerful combi- 
nation, he hoped that, by concentrating his forces 
within these strong defences, he might be able to 
protract the war, until disease, and want of supplies 
in a country totally exhausted, should compel his 
enemies to retreat. 

The British commander did not sufier his troops to 
enjoy a long repose in their position ; for on the evening 
of the sixth, immediately after parade, they were 
directed to fall in again with their arms and ammuni- 
tion: every thing was properly disposed at half-past 
eight o'clock, when the order was given to march; and 
as celerity w^as of great consequence, and guns could 
be of little service in the dark, it was resolved that 
none should be employed : the right division, consist- 
ing of 3300 infantry, was commanded by general 
Meadows; the centre, consisting of 3700, by lord 
Comwallis in person ; and the left, which onlv 
amounted to 1700, by lieutenant-colonel Maxwell. 
The evening was perfectly serene ; and the troops were 
moving on by the moon's light in awful silence, when 
the centre column, within a mile of the bound-hedge, 
fell in with the enemy's grand guard, or body of 
cavalry, coming to disturb the British camp : finding 
thenaselves thus discovered, the column pushed on 
^th extraordinary speed; and entered the lines in 
less than a quarter of an hour after intelligence of 
their advance reached the sultan. Tippoo, who had 
just finished his evening repast, mounted his charger, 
and perceived not only a crowd of fugitives, but also 
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XXXV ^^ extended column passing through his camp toward 
the main ford: as this threatened his retreat, he 
started off with great rapidity; and had barely time 
to cross and take shelter in the fort : but during this 
movement, an immense number of his troops deserted ; 
and among them a corps 10,000 strong, consisting of 
those whom he had forcibly removed from Coorg. Our 
right column met with greater obstructions; for being 
led to a more distant point than was intended by lord 
Comwallis, it was later in reaching the hedge; the 
battle, however, became general before noon, and con- 
tinued till daybreak; when the British had completely 
broken up the sultan's position, and obtained other 
signal advantages : the contest was sustained in various 
parts during the whole of the seventh; when the gims 
of the fort, which had been silent during the night, 
opened on the assailants wherever they could be 
reached. The most desperate conflict took place at 
the sultan's redoubt, which was defended by a small 
party under major Kelly, against three vigorous 
attacks, seconded by a heavy cannonade from the fort : 
a considerable force advanced, about five in the even- 
ing, to -dislodge the British from the island, but was 
repulsed; and the night passed without any alarm, 
while the enemy's troops were withdrawn from all the 
redoubts : on the morning of the eighth, the remains 
of his army were collected; the infantry, within the 
works of the fort; the cavalry and baggage, on the 
south side of the river, toward Mysore. 

Arrangements were now made for besieging the 
fortress, which, with its works, occupied the space of 
one mile : its two longest sides were defended by the 
river, which is both deep and broad: the northern 
face, toward the island, was covered with strong out- 
works and two massy ramparts, having flank defences, 
a deep ditch, drawbridges, and every advantage of 
modem fortification: on this side, however, it was 
determined to attack it; and on the eighteenth, 
trenches were opened at the distance of 1800 yurds. 
In the mean time, general Abercrombie had effected a 
junction with our forces; and such an abundance of 
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supplies was maintained in the camp, as had not been ^|^y 

known since the commencement of the war: the sol ^ 

diers, in high spirits, carried on the operations of a "®^^^- 
siege^ excited by the hope of liberating the survivors 
of their murdered countrymen : and ford Comwallis 
calculated on opening his batteries by the first of 
March. Thus pressed in every quarter; his palace 
and beautiful gardens being in possession of the enemy ; 
his whole power reduced within the narrow limits of 
a citadel, the defence of which was veiy doubtful; the 
subdued spirit of the sultan seems to have riven way 
with his tottering fortunes, and to have desired peace 
on almost any terms. As a preliminary step toward 
an accommodation, he released lieutenants Chalmers 
and Nash, who had been taken prisoners ; and, at their 
departure, presented them with two shawls and 500 
rupees. Soon afterwards, he despatched a vakeel to ConditioM 
the camp to sue for peace, which the British general ®^p^'*^®' 
at last granted on the following severe terms : — first, 
that the sultan should cede one half of his dominions 
to the allied powers ; secondly, that he should pay 
three crores and thirty lacs of rupees, to indemnify 
them for the expenses of the war; thirdly, that he 
should release all prisoners; and, fourthW, should 
deliver two of his sons, as hostages for the due execu- 
tion of this treaty. 

On the twenty-sixth of February, the young princes, Delivery of 
each mounted on an elephant ricnly caparisoned, pro- *"^*^®*- 
ceeded to the British camp, where they were received 
by the governor, in the midst of his staffer the eldest, 
Abul Kalik, was about ten; the youngest, Mouza-ud- 
^een, about eight years of age : they were attired in 
white muslin robes, with red turbans richly decorated; 
and having been educated from infancy with the 
utmost care, they manifested all the reserve and polite- 
ness which generally attend maturer years : the almost 
parental kindness with which they were treated by 
lord Comwallis seemed to afford them peculiar satis- 
faction; some presents were exchanged on both sides; 
and the whole proceeding exhibited a scene at once 
^ovel and interesting to the spectators. 
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XX XV ^° adjusting the terms of this definitive treaty, when 
the sultan found that the principality of Coorg was 
included in his cessions, he became almost frantic with 
rage : during the studied procrastination that ensued, 
it was observed that extensive repairs in the fortress 
were carried on, and the vakeels began to bluster and 
temporise. By sending his sons as hostages, and ad- 
vancing a crore of rupees, Tippoo had gained an inva- 
luable portion of time, during which the British troops 
had suffered greatly from inaction, and the insalubrity 
of the place : their numbers in the hospitals began to 
increase alarmingly; many of the materials prepared 
for a siege had perished ; tne trenches were so damaged 
as to require reconstruction ; and, as it afterwards 
appeared, one of the persons entrusted with the con- 
duct of these negotiations had held a secret correspon- 
dence with the sultan during the whole period : at this 
critical moment, if lord Comwallis had long hesitated 
about his line of action, he would probably have been 
undone; but he fortunately possessed a firm and deci- 
sive character: sending off his hostages toward the 
Camatic, he ordered his guns to be replaced in the 
batteries, and preparations immediately commenced 
for renewing the siege ; when Tippoo, alarmed by 
such prompt measures, consented, on the nineteenth of 
March, to sign the definitive treaty. 

By concessions now made, the frontier boundary 
of tne Mahrattas was extended to the Toombuddra, 
as it existed in 1779 : the territory obtained by the 
Nizam reached from the Krishna beyond the Penna, 
including the province of Kurpa, with the forts of 
Guntjecotah and Cudapa; while the English gained 
Malabar and Coorg, the province of Dindigm, and 
Baramahal, which formed ' an iron boundary' to Coro- 
mandel. In a military point of view, it was thought 
that Bangalore, and the districts which connect it 
with the Ghauts, would have been more valuable to 
us than Coorg; as they would have formed a complete 
defence against the sultan's future hostility; but lord 
ComwaUis was desirous of reconciling the vanquished 
prince, as far as possible, to his humbled condition; 
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and was also anxious to protect the wretched inhabit- xxx v 
ants of Coorg, who had shown great zeal in our cause, ^ . . - 
against that horrible vengeance which the tjrrant had 
prepared for them as soon as they should come within 
his power : * the whole course of his lordship's con- 
duct on this memorable occasion/ as sir John Mal- 
cohn justly observes, ' exhibited a union of good feel- 
ing, manly simplicity, and firmness ; which added, as 
much as his victories in the field, to the fame of his 
country.' 

No specific change was made, after the termination 
of this war, in the relations subsisting between the 
company and the Nizam ; though jealousies began to 
disturb our alliance with the Mahrattas, when they 
saw the shield of British power interposed between 
them and the Nizam, whom they had long destined 
for their prey : an additional cause of dissatisfaction 
was the refiisal of lord Comwallis to suffer a British 
detachment to remain permanently with the peishwah's 
army; who, under pretext of reducing his refi-actoiy 
dependents to obedience, was anxious to employ it 
against Madhajee Sindia; a chieftain who had finnly 
established his dominion over the Mogul provinces, 
which the Poonah ministers beheld with great jealousy : 
he at this time possessed a formidable corps of regular 
infentry under French officers; he had erected foun- 
deries and arsenals; and made a larger accumulation 
of warlike materials than any native prince in India. 
Sensible, however, as lord Comwallis was of the for- 
midable increase of his power, he regarded aU direct 
attempts to check it as contrary to the late act of par- 
liament, and therefore unlikely to obtain approbation 
from the authorities at home: when, however, intel- 
ligence arrived in July from Delhi, that the emperor 
had signified a hope of obtaining, through the exertions 
of Sindia, some tribute from Bengal, the British re- 
sident at Sindia's court was instructed to make a 
spirited remonstrance against the manner in which 
he was using his imperial captive's name, and to cau- 
tion him against forcing our government to depart . 
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XXXV ^^^ ^^ pacific system by any rash and unjust de- 

— — '- mands. 

Until the last year of lord Comwallis's administra- 
tion, peace subsisted between England and France; 
a circumstance of great importance in tbe war agsdnst 
Tippoo, as it enamed the governor to call into opera- 
tion all the British forces. In 1793, when accounts 
arrived of the commencement of war with the French 
republic, Pondicherry was attacked by general sir 
John Braithwaite; and that place, with all the other 
French settlements, was soon added to our possessions : 
lord Comwallis, who had hastened from Bengal for 
the purpose of directing this service, found it already 
performed ; he therefore set sail in August for England, 
where he was received in a manner correspondmg to 
his great deserts: in the year previous he had been 
raised to the dignity of a marquis. 
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GEORGE m. (continued.)— 1792. 

State of public mind in Ghreat Britain during the recess of par- 
liament — Country placed in a condition of defence — Meeting 
of parliament — King's speech — Debates on the address, &c. — 
Fox's motion to send a minister to the French government — 
Pitt's speech on resuming his seat — Conference between M. 
Maret and Pitt — Correspondence between M. Chauvelin and 
lord Grenville — M. Cbauvelin's letters of credence from the 
French government rejected — Personal interview refused — Pass- 
ing of the alien bill — Farther proof of the warlike intentions of 
France — Matters approach to a crisis — Execution of Louis XVI. 
— All diplomatic intercourse ceases — King's message to the 
house of commons — Motion for an address of thanks by Pitt 
— Debates on it — Carried without a division — Observations on 
the necessity of the war — Proceedings of the British govern- 
ment justified by the event — Declaration of war — Reflections 
thereon — Declaration of war notified to parliament — Addresses 
— Various motions rejected — Message respecting the Hanoverian 
troops — The budget, &c. — Traitorous correspondence bill — 
Army and Navy — French application for a negotiation unno- 
ticed — Subsidy, &c. to Sardinia — Relief granted to mercantile 
men — ^Renewal of the East India company's charter, &c, — Bill 
to relieve the Roman catholics of Scotland — Board of agriculture 
established — Hastings's trial — Bill to reform parliament rejected 
— Affairs of Ireland firom 1786 to 1793— First great coalition — 
Affairs of France to the end of the second campaign — ^First 
naval encounter in the channel. 

During the recess of parliament a very considerable state of the 
feeling of disquietude existed in this country. In the fnEn^^uljJ^ 
early part of the year, both the navy and army had 
been reduced, in pursuance of a recommendation from 
the throne ; and our government had resisted the most 
urgent solicitations to join the confederacy against 
France : even after the deposition of Louis, on the 
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xxxvL *^^*^ ^^ August, our ambassador was ordered, before 
— — he left a capital where monarchy was vuiiually extinct, 
^'^ to renew his assurances of British neutralily ; and the 
French minister, M. le Brun, declared that his govern- 
ment felt confident ^that the British cabinet would 
not, at this decisive moment, depart from the justice, 
moderation, and impartiality which it had hitherto 
manifested :' ^ but when the national convention began to 
hold out the hand of fraternity to other countries, their 
proceedings naturally excited suspicion ; and this feel- 
mg was heightened into aversion when they endeavored 
to draw England also into the revolutionary vortex.^ 
With regard to considerations more strictly political, 
the war with Austria might have been overlooked; 
although even that has been clearly proved to have 
been provoked by the French government, in order to 
fevor the abolition of royalty:^ but when Savoy was 
incorporated with France, in contradiction to the 
formal renunciation of all plans of conquest; when 
Belgium was declared independent, under the protec- 
tion of France; when the navigation of the Scheldt 
was opened, in disregard of all existing relations be- 
tween European states ; and a decree of the sixteenth 
of November ordered French troops to pursue the 
fugitive Austrians into the Dutch territories;^ — ^then 
it was that the British government thought it ex- 
pedient to place their country in a state of defence: 
accordingly the militia was called out, the Tower 
strengthened, and parliament summoned to meet on the 
Meeting of thirteenth of December. Never did more important 
parliament. QJ^jg^jts demand its attention ; never were interests 
more complicated than those which resulted from two 
subjects closely interwoven with each other ; — ^the 

> See State Papers in Annual Register, toI. xxxiy. p. 327. 

' The designs of the revolutionary party in this conntrr were Terr powerfully 
oounteractecl by an ' association against republicans and tevellers,' instituted by 
Mr. John Reeves in the beginning of November this ^ear, which was very gene- 
rally joined, and gave an important turn to public opinion. Similar associations 
for preserving our constitution were multiplied in all parts of the kingdom, which 
soon put a stop to the boast of the French convention, * that our respectable 
islanders, once their masters in the social art, had now become their disciples.' — 
See Annual Register for 1793, p. 137. 

» See Marsh*s Politics, vol. ii. p. 132, &c. 

* Annual Register fur 1793, p. 165. 
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operation of Jacobinical principles, and the advances of ^^xvi 
French power. In the king's speech, that dangerous — -^ 
principle of interference with other states, lately pro- *^^ 
claimed and acted on by the rulers of France, was 
strongly pointed out. *I have carefully observed,' 
said his majesty, ^ a strict neutrality in the present 
war on the continent, and have uniformly abstained 
from interference in the internal affairs of France: 
but it is impossible to see, without serious uneasiness, 
the strong and increasing indications which have there 
appeared of an intention to excite disturbances in 
other countries, to disregard the rights of neutral 
nations, and to pursue views of conquest and aggran- 
disement; as well as to adopt toward my allies, the 
States-General, who have observed the same neu- 
trality as myself, measures conformable neither to 
the law of nations, nor to the stipulations of existing 
treaties.' 

On moving the address, a memorable debate arose, 
in which Fox declared his firm conviction, that there 
was not one fact stated in the speech which was not 
false, or one assertion which was not unfounded: 
while he acknowleged that the calamities of a neigh- 
boring kingdom ought to deter men from forming 
experimental governments, he denied that there had 
been any insurrection in this realm to warrant the 
measure of calling out the national militia. Admit- 
ting that there had been riots in some places, he 
asserted, that the parties concerned in them had no 
design to subvert the constitution, which they acknow- 
leged as a source of blessings to all classes : a miser- 
able pretext had been held out of imaginary dangers, 
for assembling parliament in an extraordinary lyay, 
that the country might be plunged into a foreign war : 
under a pretence of guarding our constitution against 
republicans and levellers, there was a great risk of 
running into an opposite evil; — ^that of increasing the 
power of the crown, and degrading the house of com- 
mons. It was at such a period as the present, that the 
most dangerous, because the most unexpected attacks, 
were made on the dearest rights of the people, when 
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XXX vi. *^^ niinds of men were a^tated by the * idiotic clamor 
~~i792~~ ^^ republican frenzy, and populso* insurrection/ He 
was aware that his opinions respecting our situation 
were unpopular, and mat a genem alann did prevail; 
but this had been created by ministerial arts : never- 
theless he condemned many of the associations; and 
recommended a repeal of the test and corporation acts, 
a reform of parliament, and a removal of those disa* 
bilities to which Roman catholics were subject, as the 
best means of quieting alarm, and putting an end to all 
causes of complaint : he considered the societies lately 
formed in some parishes of Westminster, to obtain 
registers of strangers resident therein, and prevent 
seditious newspapers from being read in public-houses, 
as inconsistent with our laws and constitution, mili- 
tating against all freedom of opinion and liberty of the 
press: he asserted, that there was at present more 
danger from the exploded doctrine of despotism than 
from any new-fangled theory of republicanism; al- 
though some societies had indulged themselves in 
frantic speculations, and had published toasts which he 
thought objectionable. In speaking of French affairs, 
he censured the recall of our ambassador from Paris; 
confessing that he had rejoiced in the duke of Bruns- 
wick's defeat, because his success would have ruined 
the cause of Uberty, not only in France, but in England ; 
nay, would have ruined the liberty of man : he called 
the action at Jemappe a glorious victory, although it 
made France mistress of the Netherlands, while it 
facilitated the invasion of Holland ; and he concluded 
with a motion, to leave out of the address all those 
expressions which acknowleged the existence of sedi- 
tious practices dangerous to the constitution, and also 
those which related to hostile proceedings of the French 
government; instead of which he proposed to substi- 
tute a few sentences, expressive of anxiety and concern 
regarding measures which had been adopted by our 
executive government, and which were authorised by 
law only in cases of insurrection ; assuring his majesty, 
that his faithful <;ommons would make it their first 
business to inquire into facts stated in his speech, 
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on account of which parliament had been assembled in xx x vi. 
a manner so new and alarming to the country. 

Mr. Burke said, that this day was indeed a trial of 
the constitution : he agreed with an honorable gentle- 
man, in regarding the present as a momentous crisis; 
but for reasons veiy different from those assigned by 
him : he was sensible how closely liberty and monarchy 
were connected in this country ; that they were never 
found separate; that they had florished together 1000 
years; and from such a union had sprung the pros- 
perily and glory of our nation : what he dreaded, 
should French principles extend their influence here, 
was the destruction of all social order : he would affirm, 
that there was a faction among ourselves, desirous of 
rendering us subject to France, in order that our 
government might be reformed on the French system : 
he would likewise affirm, that the French rulers, 
cherishing views against this country, encouraged that 
fistction, and were disposed to aid it in overturning our 
constitution : as a proof of this, he read from their own 
gazette an account of proceedings, when a deputation 
of Englishmen was admitted to the bar of the conven- 
tion, on the very day in which there had been a dis^ 
cussion respecting the union of Savoy and France : to 
their republican address, the president, in his reply, 
observed, ^ that royalty in Europe was in the agonies 
of death; that the declaration of ri^ht, now plaoed by 
the side of thrones, was a fire, which in the end would 
consume them; and he even hoped that the time was 
not &r distant, when France, England, Scotland, 
Ireland — all Europe ! — aU mankind ! would form but 
one peaceful &muy:' if Englishmen had applied to 
Louis XVI. to reform our government, he asked 
whether such language would not have been considered 
as an aggression? Wliat rendered our own factions 
particulfuSy dangerous, was their connexion with 
the band of French robbers and assassins, who had 
declared war against all kings, and consequently 
against this country, if it had a king: the miestion 
now was, not whether we should present an address to 
the throne, but whether we. should have a throne at 
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XXXVI ^^ • ^^ concluded with recommending unanimity, and 
'- representing the danger which might arise from the 
progress of French arras, if not speedily resisted; 
their power had already become formidable to the 
whole of Europe; and if we would not have Europe 
go from us, we must interpose effectually to stop 
their career. 

Mr. Dundas and others spoke on the same side, 
referring, in proof of existing danger, to numerous 
societies of a mischievous tendency, established in 
every part of our realm ; the addresses of these societies 
to the national convention, and the constant conununi- 
cation kept up between their principal members and 
French agents; the circulation of seditious pamphlets; 
actual insurrections in several specified places ; and 
One instance, where a tree of liberty, the emblem of 
French doctrines, had been plantea amid shouts of 
* liberty and equality! no excise! no king!' Hence 
arose that general alarm which pervadea all ranks, 
visible to every one not determined to shut his eyes 
against it; and evinced by loyal associations, and 
declarations of attachment to the constitution, spon- 
taneously made in almost every part of the kingdom. 
The only mode of counteractmg the joint design of 
domestic and foreign foes, and averting from this 
country the calamities which had desolated France, 
was for the legislature to second these exertions of 
the well-disposed part of the conununity by vigorous 
measures : any endeavor to remove discontents by 
concession would be vain, when the constitution itself 
was held out as a grievance to be removed; and the 
people were taught that the present was the time to 
assert their rights, and, with the assistance of France, 
to follow the example of that country. Mr. Pitt was 
not present at this debate, in consequence of having 
vacated his seat by accepting the office of warden of 
the cinque ports : when the house divided, there 
appeared for the amendment fifty votes, and against 
it two hundred and ninety. In the lords the address 
was carried without a division, though not without 
opposition from the duke of Norfolk, and the lords 
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Lansdowne, Rawdon, and Stanhope: a great defection xxxvf 
from the whig party had taken place in the «pper— -^y;^ - 
house ; and at the head of the seceders were the prince 
of Wales, the duke of Portland, lords FitzwHliam, 
Spencer, Mansfield, and Loughborough ; the last of 
whom had lately been made chancellor. 

The decisive majority against Fox's amendment 
did not deter that gentleman from renewing his oppo- 
sition to the address, when reported on the following 
day; and from offering another amendment, the object 
of which was, to induce his majesty to open negotia- 
tions with France, for the purpose of preventing war. 
The motion was opposed by Burke in a vehement 
speech, affirming Hhat to send an ambassador to 
France would be a prelude to the murder of our own 
sovereign : in the absence of the premier, Mr. secretary 
Dundas entered into a long and elaborate vindication 
of the measures of administration, concluding with a 
confident prediction, *that if we were forced into a 
war, it would prove successfiil and glorious.' The 
amendment was negatived without a division. 

Not discouraged by the ill success of these attempts, 
Mr. Fox, on the fifteenth of December, made a very 
forcible speech, which he concluded by moving, * that 
a minister be sent to Paris, to treat with those persons 
who exercise provisionally the executive government 
of France/ This, he said, would imply neither appro- 
bation nor disapprobation of that government ; and 
he enforced his motion by many instances of ministers 
sent to various courts, at a time when they were 
concerned in the most ne&rious transactions ; but in 
none of those instances was any sanction given directly 
or indirectly to their proceedings. Mr. Windham 
havmg laid it down as an axiom of policy, ' that to be 
justified in negotiating with France, it should be a 
matter of necessity, not of choice;' — Mr. Sheridan 
exclaimed, — * Happy, dignified opportunity to treat ! 
when necessity — a necessity arismg from defeat and 
discomfiture, from shame and disgrace — shall compel 
us to negotiate on terms which will leave us com- 
pletely at the mercy of our enemies ! How consolatory 
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xxxvL *^ ^ ^^^^ *^ boast that we were at the sam^ time 
justified and undone ! But we are told,' he continued, 
* that to treat with France would give offence to the 
allied powers, with whom we are eventually to co- 
operate : are we then prepared to make a common 
cause with them, on the principles, and for the pur- 
poses, which have led those despots into an association? 
are British freemen ready to subscribe to the manifesto 
of the duke of Brunswick ? — ^that detestable outrage 
on the rights and feelings of humanity ; — ^that impotent 
and wretched tissue of pride, folly, and cruelty, which 
had steeled the heart and maddened the brain of 
France ! On what principle shall we go to war ? To 
restore ancient despotism? Impossible: disputes and 
causes of complaint existing, how were they to be 
terminated but by some sort of negotiation ? But, it 
is said, the dignity of the nation forbids a public 
and avowed communication with the ruling powers 
of that country: was national dignity then better 
consulted by the mean subterfuge of an indirect and 
underhand intercourse ? was it sacrificed by a mag- 
nanimous frankness, and sustained only by a dark 
insidious disguise ? Instead of recalling our ambas- 
sador from his post in the late perilous crisis, a wise 
and politic administration would have regarded it as 
a situation which demanded the ablest talents in the 
country ; as affording scope and interest for the noblest 
mind that ever warmed a human breast. The French 
had been uniformly partial, nay even prejudiced, in 
favor of the English : what mamy sense and generous 
feeling; above all, what fair trutn and plain dealing 
might have effected, it was difficult to calculate : but 
the policy, which discarded them, and substituted in 
their stead a hollow neutrality, was an error fatal 
in its consequences, and for ever to be lamented/ 
The motion was in the end rejected without a 
division. 

Mr. Pitt, having been re-elected for the university 
of Cambridge, resumed his seat on the eighteenth; 
and taking an early opportunity of reference to the 
foregoing debates, declared his conviction of the truth 
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of the facts stated, and his intire approbation of the ^xvl 

arguments urged in support of the address. He knew, 

from unquestionable authority, the situation of the ^ 
comitry to be such, that the smallest spark might pro- 
duce a dreadful explosion ; and he added, ' that to send 
an ambassador to France, under present circumstances, 
would be incompatible with the dignity of the crown, 
and contrary to the interests of the public; counter- 
acting and disclaiming those very principles, on which 
the whole of our conduct was founded.' He learned 
with pleasure the decided opinion expressed by all par- 
ties ; and if war should appear necessary, it ought to be 
carried on with vigor : but at the same time he assured 
the house, that nothing, consistent with the dignity of 
the crown, the internal safety of the country, and the 
general security of Europe, should be omitted by 
government to avert the calamities of war. 

Hitherto all the aggression had been on the part of Confop- 
France, fox which satisfaction was due ; and the French J^^^n 
professed to wish for a pacific adjustment; conform- French and 
ably to these professions, M. Maret, who succeeded 2^^ 
le Brun as foreign minister, had come over to Eng- 
land, that he might confer with Pitt. His Britan- 
nic majesty had avoided all discussion respecting the 
diplonaatic capacity of ministers sent by the executive 
council of France, because an admission of their 
official character would have been to admit the exe- 
cutorial competency of their employers: Pitt there- 
fore and Maret did not meet as omcial ministers of 
England and France; though they did meet; and their 
conversation, as detailed from Maret's communication,^ 
showed that the British statesman earnestly desired to 
preserve peace ; while the other endeavored to explain 
the obnoxious decree of the nineteenth of November, 
as not intended to apply to England. On the subject 
of the Scheldt, he stated that the order of council, and 
decree of the convention, respecting that navigation, 
founded as they were on the most sacred principles 

* By Mr. Miles, a confidential friend of M. Maret, in a work styled * Autbentic 
Conregpondenoe.' 

VOL. IV. G 
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XXXVI ^^ Gallic liberty, were irrevocable; thus admitting, 
--—--that the internal change in France was consi- 
dered by its votaries as authorising them to vio- 
late the rights of independent nations : the same 
questions were agitated with greater detail, in the 
latter part of this year, between M. Chauvelin and 
lord Grenville; though the former was not acknow- 
leged in an official capacity. Chauvelin, after express- 
ing a strong desire to know whether France was to 
consider England as a neutral or as a hostile power, 
still maintained the right of opening the Scheldt ; 
though he declared, by order of the executive council, 
that if, at the end of the war, the Belgians, free and 
unfettered, should relinquish that navigation, the 
French would offer no opposition : he deprecated any 
hostile interpretation of the decree of fraternisation ; 
and declared that France would not attack Holland, 
while the latter power adhered to the principles of 
neutrality. These professions were not satisfactory to 
the British minister, being contradicted by facts: the 
application of the principles of the decree to Great 
Britain, appeared plain from a public reception given, 
and speeches made, to deputies from sec&tious asso- 
ciations, on various occasions : with regard to Holland, 
the very act of opening the Scheldt was an attack on 
that country ; and England could never consent that 
France should arrogate to herself the power of annul- 
ling at her pleasure, and under pretence of a natural 
right, the political system of Europe, established by 
treaties, and guaranteed by all its powers : if France 
was really anxious to maintain peace and friendship 
with Great Britain, her course was to renounce every 
view of aggression or aggrandisement, and to confine 
herself within her own territory, without insulting 
othef nations, disturbing their tranquillity, or violat- 
ing their rights. In January following, new credential 
letters were sent to M. Chauvelin, with a memorial 
from the executive council, repeating its desire to 
maintain harmony between the two kingdoms; and 
explaining the decree, as not intended to favor sedition, 
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but as merely applicable to a case, where the general xxxvi 
will of a nation, clearly and unequivocally expressed, 
should invoke fraternity and assistance from the French 
nation. Sedition, it was said, can never exist in the 
expression of a general will: the Dutch were not 
seditious when they formed a generous resolution of 
throwing off the Spanish yoke; nor was it accounted 
a crime in Henry IV. and queen Elizabeth to afford 
them assistance : as to the right of navigation on the 
Scheldt,* it was a question of absolute indifference to 
England, of little consequence to Holland, but of im- 
mense importance to the Belgians, who were not 
parties to the treaty of Westphalia, when they were 
deprived of that right : if, when in fiill possession of 
Kberty, they should decline it, France would offer no 
opposition. With respect to the charge of aggrandise- 
ment, it was repeated, that France had renounced, 
and still renounced, all ideas of conquest : her occupa- 
tion of the Netherlands would only continue till peace 
should be concluded: if these explanations appeared 
insufficient, France, having done every thing in her 
power to preserve harmony, would prepare for war; 
she would combat the English, whom she esteemed, 
with regret, but without fear. Lord Grenville's reply 
to this memorial declared, that instead of reparation 
and retraction, nothing had been offered but a decep- 
tive negotiation; consequently, that every motive for 
preparation on the side of Great Britain still con- 
tinued ; if, however, the French council had any farther 
explanations to give under this extra-official form, he 
would willingly attend to them: but in a separate 
note, M. Chauvelin was informed, that his majesty 
was not disposed to receive his new letters of credence 
from the French republic: the envoy then requested 
a personal interview; but that was also refused. 

As the revolution caused a great influx of French- 
men into this country, of whom some came for the sole 
purpose of exciting discontent and sedition among his 
majesty's subjects, ministers had in December last 
introduced into the house of lords an alien bill : this 
went to enact, that any foreigner, refiising to leave the 

G 2 
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xxxvi '^^g^^^ when ordered by his majesty, should be liable 

'- to commitment, brought to trial, and sentenced to 

* ^^ imprisonment for a month, and afterwards to removal 
within a limited time, under pain of transportation 
for life: also that every alien, who had arrived in 
England since January 1, 1792, should give a detailed 
account of himself to a magistrate of the district where 
he resided : that every one, who might hereafter arrive, 
should give to the officer of the port where he landed 
a similar account, indicating also his place of destina- 
tion, and waiting for a passport ; that his majesty 
might appoint places for the residence of aliens ; and 
that copies of the accoimts given by them might be 
transmitted to the secretary of state. This bill met 
with considerable opposition, as appearing to be with- 
out precedent, and uncalled for; but it seemed to the 
majority a proper measure of precaution and self- 
defence; merely rejecting the emissaries of republican- 
ism, regicide, and atheism, while it left the road open 
to innocent or meritorious sufferers : Mr. Burke, spik- 
ing in its favor, introduced a very novel species of 
oratory, in which he hazarded the ridiculous by 
attempting the sublime. Having for some time com- 
mented on a decree of the convention, which indirectly 
recommended the sword as an instrument in the system 
of fraternisation, he mentioned the circumstance of 
3000 daggers having been ordered at Birmingham; 
and as a tangible Ulustration of his statement and 
argument, he drew forth one concealed under his coat; 
and, flinging it with violence on the floor of the house; 
^ that,' he exclaimed, pointing to the weapon, * that 
is what you are to gain by an alliance with France : 
wherever their principles are introduced, their practice 
will follow; you must equally proscribe their persons 
and their tenets fix>m your shores.' His political 
opponents designated this unusual peroration as a 
wretched pantomimical trick, unworthy of a great 
orator, who knew how to command the attention and 
sympathy of the house by other and more legitimate 
means:® the bill, however, which was not intended to 

' 'The honorable gentleman/ said one of them, *has shown ns the knife; let 
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continue in force beyond the end of next session, passed xxxvi 

the commons, as it had passed the lords, without a ^ — 

division ; and received the royal assent on the eighth 
of January this year; when ritt, not considering any 
other measure at present necessary to preserve public 
tranquillity, proposed and carried an adjournment to 
the twenty-third. 

To proofs abeady adduced of warlike intentions Hostile 
entertained by the French government against thisJJ^^e 
country, may be added a circmar letter sent by Monge, ^^^^ k«- 
minister of marine, to the sea-ports of France; in^®"™®"*; 
which, speaking of our English democrats, he said;*-* 
*We will fly to their assistance; we will make a 
descent on that island; we will hurl thither 50,000 
caps of liberty; we will plant there the sacred tree, 
and stretch out our arms to our brother republicans : 
the tyranny of their govemm^t shall soon be de- 
stroyed/ This letter, with a resolution of the executive 
council accompanying it on the seventh of January, 
the very day before le Brun signed his pacific note 
to lord Grenville, caused great activity in the French 
ports; where it was considered as the signal for an 
immediate attack on England : besides, on the thir- 
teenth, three days after the order had been given for 
invading Holland, an addition of thirty line of battle 
ships was made to the French navy, for the avowed pur- 
pose of acting against this country, though France 
had in commission more ships than we were preparing 
in our ports : it seems dear therefore that the Gallic 
rulers expected hostilities to follow the invasion of 
Holland ; and with regard to that measure, Dumouriez 
confessed, that le Brun, early in January, desired him 
to pay no attention to negotiations then depending 
with England and Holland; meaning, of course, that 
they were not intended to produce any effect. Dumou- 
riez communicated this information on the tenth of 
January to Miranda, who commanded the army in his 
absence; directing him to make arrangements with all 

j^now produce the fork.' From lord Eldon's Correspondence (vol. L p. 217.) 
it seems that he, who was then solicitor-general, obtained this specimen dagger, 
^hich he kept * as a great curiosity.* 
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CHAP, possible secresy for invading the Dutch territory 
^^^^^- within twelve days, according to a plan laid down by 
1793. the French minister: yet only two days after these 
secret orders had been given, the convention passed a 
decree, directing the council to inform our government 
that it was the intention of the republic to maintain 
peace and fraternity with England, and to respect her 
mdependence, as well as that of her allies, so long as 
thw should not attack France.^ 
Execution Matters, however, were soon brought to a crisis, 
xvi."** The French revolutionists did not thi& their triimiph 
complete, or their position secure, until they had dis- 
played the scene of a royal execution; their king, 
therefore, was brought to the bar of the convention : 
the Girondists desired his condemnation, not his 
death; but they feared to risk their popularity by 
endeavoring to save him, although his cause was in 
fact their own ; and a few of the most distinguished of 
the party eloquently predicted the future miseries of 
France, and the consequent elevation of a revolutionary 
chief, in their anxiety to avert the fatal decree : but 
the terrorists of the Mountain prevailed, and Louis 
was doomed to the scaffold : he received, without emo- 
tion, the news of this sentence, communicated to him 
by the minister of justice; for it had been before 
announced by his intrepid advocate Malesherbes; to 
whom he declared, as a man about to appear before 
God, ^ that he had never formed a wish in opposition 
to the happiness of his people :' he asked three days to 

Erepare himself for another world ; requesting also to 
e assisted in his devotions by the abb^ Edgeworth, 
whom he named as his confessor; and to have free 
communication with his wife and children: but the 
two latter demands only were conceded. 

At seven in the evening the unfortunate monarch 
was visited by his fsunily ; and during this melancholy 
interview, he related to them the circumstances of his 
trial, and endeavored to console the distracted queen 
and princesses, who found utterance only in convulsive 
sobs of anguish : at parting, he promised to see them 

' See Tomline'5 Life of Pitt, vol. iii. p. 512, &c. 
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early on the morrow; but when he was alone in his xxxvi 
chamber, he felt that such a trial would be too severe ; 
and as he walked about the room, he said to himself, 
^ I shall not go :' this was the last struggle ; after which 
he thought only of his preparation for eternity. He 
slept tranquilly on the night preceding his execution ; 
and when his faithftd vdet, Cl^ry, awakened him, at 
five o'clock, he made his will; then, having received 
the sacrament, he charged Cl^rv with his last words, 
and with all that he was permitted to dispose of — a 
ring, a seal, and some of his hair. Already the roll 
of drums, and a confused sound of artillery, as it was 
dragged along the streets, announced ihe approach of 
Santerre, who came to conduct his monarch to the 
fatal scaffold : but without waiting to be summoned, 
Louis observed; ^ you are come for me; let us pro- 
ceed;' and seating himself in a coach between two 
gmdarmeSj he was conducted through a double line 
of soldiers to the place of execution. Haivirig mounted 
the ladder with a firm step, aaid received on his knees 
a blessing from the priest, amid the deep silence even 
(rf the surrounding rabble, he allowed his hands to be 
bound, though with considerable reluctance, and then 
said, * I die innocent; I forgive my enemies : and you, 

unfortunate people ' At that moment, a signal 

for the drums to beat was given : their sound drowned 
his voice; he was seized by three executioners; and 
at a few minutes past ten the fatal stroke fell, which 
avenged on this unfortunate prince the long account 
of insolence, oppression, and tyranny, connected with 
his race. 

As not the shadow of a government now remained 
in France, aU diplomatic intercourse with her neces- 
sarily ceased ; M. Chauvelin received notice to quit 
the feritish dominions within eight days ; and a war 
with the republic became no longer a matter of choice : 
the determination of its rulers plainly appeared dn the 
twenty-fifth, when a report was made relative to an 
organisation of land forces; and it was proposed that 
England should be invaded by an arjny of 40,000 
men : an expedition was also contemplated against the 
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xxxvi ^*P® ^^ Good Hope, under the command of Le Clos, 



who was afterwards to proceed to the East Indies, join 
^^^^' Tippoo Saib, and attack Bengal. 
Hoitiie On Monday, the twenty-eighth of January, four 

Sek^lto days after M. Chauvelin had been ordered to leave 
parliament, this kingdom, his Britauuic majesty sent a message to 
the house of commons, importing, that he had given 
directions for copies of a correspondence, &c. between 
the late minister of his most christian majesty and 
our foreign secretary to be laid before them; also 
stating the necessity of making a farther augmenta- 
tion of forces by sea and land ; and his reliance on the 
known affection and zeal of that house, to enable him 
effectually to maintain the rights and security of his 
own dominions, support his allies, and oppose those 
ambitious views of France, which would be at all 
times dangerous to the interests of Europe, but were 
particularly so when connected with principles sub- 
versive of social order. 

On the first of February this message was taken 
into consideration ; when an animated debate arose, 
the result of which proved that all hopes of amicable 
accommodation between England and France were at 
an end : it was opened by Mr. Pitt, who first adverted 
to that atrocious event in Paris, which he described as 
outraging every sentiment of religion, justice, and 
humanity ; a transaction, exhibiting the effect of prin- 
ciples pushed to their utmost extent ; principles, which 
set out with dissolving all the bonds of society; and 
which, presumptuously relying on fanciftd theories, 
rejected, not only the wisdom and experience of former 
ages, but the sacred instructions of revelation itself. 
Hence was suggested a useful subject for reflection, to 
preserve this country from a similar scene of calamity 
and guilt : he contrasted the happy condition of Eng- 
land, where equal protection was afforded to every 
iadividual, with the present insecure and licentious 
state of France, where jacobinism had given a more 
fatal blow to liberty than the bold attempts of the 
most aspiring monarch: he then pointed out the strict 
neutrality observed by his Britannic majesty in the 
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domestic affairs of France, and the manner in which xxxvi 
its national assembly had received addresses from 
seditious clubs in England: he adverted to the pro- 
fessions made by the French to renounce all interference 
with the government of other states, to lav aside views 
of conquest, and to respect the rights of his majesty 
and his allies; he entered at large into the offensive 
Kne of conduct which they had pursued; and showed 
how by anticipation they had passed sentence on 
themselves : under these circumstances, Mr. Pitt, con- 
ceiving it scarcely possible that a war could be 
avoided, thought it his duty to propose an address to 
the king; which, thanking him for his communication 
of correspondence, and offering their heart-felt con- 
dolence on the atrocious deed lately perpetrated at 
Paris, should express their sense of the ambitious and 
aggressive system of French policy ; should declare their 
vigorous opposition to such conduct, as weU as to the 
pnndples from which it originated; and promise to 
make provision for a farther augmentation of our 
nation^ forces by sea and land. 

Fox, after acknowleging that Pitt had stated the 
grounds of complaint against France ably and accu- 
rately, still deprecated war as an evil, -miich, under 
present circumstances, would be very pernicious to 
this country; but he admitted that we were bound to 
supply the Dutch with the contingent of troops stipu- 
lated for by treaty; since the preservation of national 
faith was paramount to every other consideration : 
although he reprobated in strong terms the execution 
of Louis XVI., as violating the principles of justice, 
and totally at variance wi& that republican magna- 
nimity which his enemies had professed; yet he saw 
neither propriety nor wisdom in our passing judgment 
on an act committed in another kingdom, which had 
no distinct relation to this : if the French chose to 
annihilate their own institutions, they were not 
invading the rights of England; and such a cause for 
going to war was totally unjust: our efforts would 
spUl the blood of our own countrymen, and overwhelm 
us with additional debt : we might wage war year 
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xxxvi ^^^^ y^^ ^*^ France,- as with America; but we 

'- should make no progress; and should be obliged ia 

the end to conclude a peace, recognising whatever 
form of government was found established: he ob- 
jected to the address as condemning principles, the 
abuse of which only ought to be blamed; the prin- 
ciples themselves were those, on which all just and 
equitable government was founded; though he ac- 
knowleged that they had been carried too far by the 
French; but he contended, that external force would 
only increase the rage of that enthusiasm, which might 
subside, if left to its own operation. ' If,' he con- 
cluded, ' the right honorable gentlenmn wiU but save 
the country from a war of opinion; however incon- 
sistent witn his former declarations his measures may 
be, I will gladly consent to give him a general in- 
demnity for the whole, or even a vote of thanks : let 
not the fatal notion go abroad, that kings have an 
interest different from that of their subjects; that be- 
tween those who have property and those who have 
none, there is not a common cause, and common 
feeling/ Similar sentiments were eloquently displayed 
on the same side of the house by earl Wycomb, and 
Mr. Whitbread, jun. : the former asked what dangers 
were to be averted from this country, secured, as it 
was, by its insular situation, its internal resources, 
and the attachment of its people to their constitution? 
As to the security of our allies, we could not be told 
that Prussia had been attacked by France ; of course, 
therefore, this part of the message must relate to Hol- 
land: it would be idle and impolitic, he said, in the 
Dutch to meditate war; and they did not seem dis- 
posed to do so : shall we then urge them to it? If the 
navigation of the Scheldt was the subject of dispute, 
it appeared a matter of indifference to this country, 
except that in one point of view it would be of great 
advantage to our commerce and manufactures, by 
opening for them a new channel into the continent: 
he thought it by no means safe to go to war against 
principles ; if those alluded to were levelling principles, 
they should be met with contempt ; but he by no 
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means reprobated all the French principles: great xxxvL 
stress had been laid on French cruelties, but they - 
were no proper cause of war: besides, in his opinion, 
these had arisen from the famous expedition of the 
duke of Brunswick; which might be styled a frater- 
nity of kings, for the purpose of imposing despotism 
on Europe : another ground taken by ministers was 
a preservation of the balance of power, or the 
European system ; but he could see no reason why 
this country should be so ready on all occasions to go 
to war for the benefit of other nations : this system 
he looked on as merely a political fiction; a cover for 
any interference which caprice might dictate. He 
next adverted to our means for carrying on war ; 
pointing out the certain exhaustion of our resources, 
and the consequent necessity of augmenting the bur- 
dens of the people : the death of the French king, he 
said, had been most pathetically lamented by ministers, 
but they never interfered to prevent it; and while 
they professed peace, they had made use of the most 
haughty and irritating provocations to war. 

Mr. Whitbread en&rged on some of the preceding 
arguments, and placed others in new points of view : 
with regard to Holland, he observed, ' that he should 
conceive it a hard necessity for Great Britain to go to 
war, for the purpose of maintaining to the Dutch an 
exclusive navigation of the Scheldt; though he had 
never said that he was against supporting the faith of 
treaties, when the casuis foederis was clearly defined : 
but could it be said, that in this instance, a new and 
unexercised right of nature was contended for? cer- 
tainly not. Antwerp, indeed, was a monument of the 
exercise of such a right by her inhabitants ; and he 
was free to say, that it would give him joy to see the 
commerce of that once florishing city restored ; for 
an exclusive navigation of the Scheldt had been esta- 
blished by force, and consented to by weakness : but a 
necessary preliminary to these investigations, was 
some precise requisition by the Dutch for the stipu- 
lated assistance of their ally : the chancellor of the 
exchequer had avowed that no such demand had been 
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^^yI made; and if the house were to judge of the disposi- 
'- tion of the States-General by their own declarations, 
it would be found that they did not think it worth 
while to go to war for the maintenance of this right : he 
alluded to their proclamation of the tenth of January, 
in which they declared that they were then at peace, 
and that the strict neutrality wmch they had observed 
protected them from aggression ; a manifest token that 
they did not consider the free navigation of the Scheldt 
a reason for going to war.' The question being put 
on the motion, the address was carried without a 
division : indeed, the propriety and necessity of war, 
on our part, were already acknowleged by the old 
whigs, who became separated by a broad line of 
poUcy fix)m Mr. Fox's party, which thus lost much 
both of moral and numerical strength. 

It has been matter of surprise to many, how this 
eminent statesman could so perseveringly resist and 
condemn a measure which was unavoidable; for the 
war was in spirit and character onlv a development of 
the democratic principle which had been generated in 
France; nor had the French government any power, 
even if it had possessed any inclination, to control its 
subjects, or to prevent that communication with the 
discontented in other states, which was the object of 
so much alarm to their governments. Mr. Pitt had 
no more desire than Mr. Fox for war; which might 
destroy, but was not likely to increase, the honor he 
had acquired during a state of tranquillity; and how 
his antagonist could have avoided the storm, if he 
had been placed in the same situation, it is difficult to 
conceive. He might, perhaps, have parleyed a little 
longer with the republic; he might have withheld 
some of our reasonable demands, overlooked slight 
affronts, tolerated corresponding societies, and sub- 
mitted longer to the arts of French emissaries; but as 
the demands on his patience rose, so his concessions 
must have had an end : he could not have blinded the 
discernment of George III. ; he could not have resisted 
the deliberate opinions of his whig coadjutors; he could 
not, ajs minister, have withstood the clear views and 
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reasonings of Mr. Burke; though, as leader of opposi- ^xxvi 

tion, his pride forbade him to acquiesce in measures 

which might imply deference to the talents of Pitt; he ^^^' 
must therefore have entered into the contest, though 
he would have entered it later; when the enemy had 
acquired more territory and more proselytes; when 
the situation of the allied powers had bcK^me more 
precarious, and our means of defence had been propor- 
tionably weakened. 

The proceedings of government relative to the 
augmentation of our army and navy were fully justi- 
fied by the event; for on the first of February, the 
national convention, finding their plans ripe for execu- 
tion, unanimously declared war against the king of Dedmra- 
Great Britain and the stadtholder of Holland. tT/ ''^ 

Many as were those averse to war, on the untenable French, 
grounds of democracy and jacobinism, or on the more 
constitutional principles of Mr. Fox, public opinion, 
that great political engine with a firee people, was on 
the whole in favor of hostilities ; and in accepting the 
challenge thus thrown out by French republicans, his 
majesty may be said to have spoken for the British 
nation : nor is there any example of a country better 
prepared for a struggle with its bitter foes. During 
the course of the la^t century, while the government 
of France was gradually mouldering away, and the 
federal combinations of all the continental powers 
became relaxed, Great Britain had been constantly 
advancing in a system of improvement : she had indeed 
suffered a temporary depression while throwing off 
dependencies, which, having arrived at maturity, would 
thenceforward have occasioned only embarrassment 
and confusion ; but under the healing hand of her great 
financial minister, she recovered rapidly fix)m her dis- 
tress; and attained to a degree of prosperity unexam- 
pled in modem annals, just when the existence of such 
a state of things and such a government was necessary 
to stem the progress of devastation : the war, there- 
fore, which now commenced, was a struggle of the 
political and moral machinery of improved society with 
the brute force of a nation, which, after casting off its 
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xxxvi ^^"^ government, armed itself against the repose and 

ham>iness of surrounding states. 

J793. ^^^ declaration of war was announced by the king 
to the two houses in terms of great indignation; and 
the French were accused by Pitt and other speakers of 
gross injustice and iniquity, though such charges were 
retorted by opposition members against our ministers 
and their abettors. Addresses, breathing a warlike 
spirit, were now presented to his majesty; and motions 
by Fox, Grey, and others, for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the precise ground of war, for requesting his 
J^^ty to seize an early opportunity of adjusting 
differences, for taking into consideration the seditious 
practices alluded to in his speech, and against the 
erection of barracks, or inland fortresses, in our free 
country, were all successively rejected or negatived; 
so decided a preponderance had the advocates for 
hostile measures now acquired. On the sixth of March, 
a royal message was presented to parliament, statii^ 
that his majesty had enga^ged a body of his electoral 
troops in the service of Great Britain to assist his 
allies, the States-General; and that he had directed 
an estimate of the charge to be laid before the house 
of conunons. 

Financial On the eleventh, Mr. Pitt brought forward his 

o?^Mn^P*tt. budget for the current year, estimating the total of 
expenses at £11,182,213, and that of ways and means 
at £8,299,696; when he proposed to raise the defi- 
ciency, by rendering permanent the temporary taxes 
imposed on account of the Spanish armament. Some 
remarks which he made on this occasion show how 
little he then contemplated that excessive increase of 
debt and taxation which has since occurred. ' I do 
not think it useless,' said he, * to suggest some obser- 
vations on the contest in which we are engaged : the 
excess of permanent revenue is now £900,000 above 
the peace establishment; and if this should even be 
destroyed by war, the country would then be left in 
possession of all its ordinary income ; but this £900,000 
I am desirous to leave as a security against those con- 
tingencies to which war is liable.' The sum borrowed 
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was £4,500,000: the terms were, that for every £72 chap. 
advanced, the lender should be entitled to £100 stock, *^^^'- 



bearing interest at three per cent.: he expected to ^^^^' 
have made better, but had not received two offers for 
this loan. Among other resources, the sum of £675,000 
was to be raised by lottery; but several regulations 
were laid down to oiminish the practice of insurance, 
a species of gambling on chances, which had been 
found very injurious to morality among the lower 
classes. 

As it was obviously expedient, after a declaration of 
war, to prevent all correspondence between British 
subjects and our antagonists, the attorney-general^ 
brought in a biU, called the ' traitorous correspondence 
bill,' which declared it treasonable to supply the exist- 
ing government of France with military stores, to 
purchase lands of inheritance in that country, to invest 
money in its public funds, or to underwrite insurances 
on French ships and goods : it also prohibited, under 
the penalty of a misdemeanor, any person going from 
this country to France without a license under the 
privy seal ; and also the return of British subjects now 
resident there, unless they gave security to the govern- 
ment. This biU was vehemently resisted by Mr. 
Fox's party in both houses, as inconsistent with the 
treason laws of Edward III., the principles of our con- 
stitution, and commercial policy. After many debates, 
the two clauses which were considered most objec- 
tionable, respecting the purchase of property in France, 
and the return of British subjects, were abandoned: 
other less important modifications were made, and the 
bill passed into a law. Seamen were this year voted 
to the amount of 45,000 ; and the military force was 
augmented to 27,000 men, beside colonial troops. 

Early in April, le Brun, minister of foreign affairs Vigorous 
in France, addressed a letter to lord Grenville, stating Sons^or 
that the republic was anxious to terminate all diffe- '^*''- 
I'ences with Great Britain, and requesting a passport 
for a person vested with full powers for that purpose : 
he named Maret as the proposed plenipotentiary ; but 

* Sir John Scott, afterwards lord Eldon. 
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xxxvi *^® British government took no notice of his applica- 
tion ; and about this time a treaty was concluded with 
the Sardinian monarch, by which England bound her- 
self to furnish him with a subsidy of £200,000 annually, 
to be paid three months in advance; and to conclude 
no peace without comprehending in it a restitution 
of gJl territories belonging to that sovereign when he 
engaged in war: thus began the scheme of subsidizing 
rotten governments, with one of the most bigotted, 
and corrupt of them all : soon afterwards began that 
system of profligate expenditure at home, which set so 
bad an example to all ranks of people, and contri- 
buted so greatly to our national distress : the unusual 
number and extent of bankruptcies which at this time 
occurred, through the spirit of commercial speculation, 
occasioned the appointment of a select committee to 
investigate the subject; and it was discovered that 
lar^e issues of paper money, and a scarcity of coin, 
had induced bankers to suspend their usual discounts; 
in expectation of which, merchants had formed en- 
gagements that were far from exceeding their property, 
though, in the present pecuniary state of the countiy, 
they surpassed their convertible effects : as a remedy 
for this evil, an issue of exchequer bills was recom- 
mended to the amount of £6,000,000, under commis- 
sioners, to be nominated for the purpose of lending 
portions to mercantile persons in temporary distress, 
who could give proper security : this bill was objected 
to, not only as ineffectual agamst failures, which were 
ascribed to the present ruinous war; but as opening a 
path to the exercise of improper patronage by govern- 
ment, which could either grant or refuse accommoda- 
tion according to the political conduct of applicants: 
it was, however, carried; and its operation soon re- 
stored mercantile credit. Another subject of great 
commercial importance at this time engaged the atten- 
tion of our legislators : the charter of the East Lidia 
company being on the eve of expiration, it was very 
generally supposed that its monopoly would be abo- 
lished, and the Indian trade thrown open to the whole 
energy of British enterprise : on the twenty -third of 
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April, Mr. Dundas brought the question fully before ^xxvi 

the house, in consequence of a petition from the com- . -- 

pany, and presented a masterly view of the prosperous *'*^* 
state of India under the present system; laying it 
down as a sound proposition, that legislators ought 
not rashly to relinquish a positive good in possession, 
for a probable good in anticipation : he brought in a 
bill to renew the charter for twenty years; and at the 
same time proposed certain regulations tending to pro- 
mote a free trade, but not interfering with the existing 
charter. This bill, with another to relieve Roman 
catholics in Scotland from certain penalties and dis- 
abilities imposed on them by acts wMch disabled them 
from holding or transmittmg landed property, were 
passed without a division on either: also a ooaxd of 
agriculture was established, at the suggestion of sir 
John Sinclair ; and £3000 per annum were voted for the 
encouragement of that science, which had never occu- 
pied a share of legislative attention proportional to its 
vast importance, since Great Britain became so emi- 
nent for manufactures and commerce. During this 
session, the counsel for Warren Hastings completed 
his defence on the last three articles, viz. the begums, 
presents, and contracts; after which, he addressed the 
court, praying that their lordships would order the 
trial to continue to its final conclusion during the 
present session ; but farther proceedings were adjourned 
till that which followed. 

The ministerial members and their new associates Bfr.Grey's 
became so apprehensive of the influence of French p^uJJ^ent- 
principles at this crisis, that they strenuously opposed "y refo™- 
the adoption of a scheme of reform in our parliamentaiy 
representation. Mr. Grey, who brought it forward, 
contended that the present time was as favorable as 
any other to the success of such a plan, since it would 
tend to conciliate the people and repress disaffection. 
* Whatever evils,' said he, * did or might threaten the 
nation, there was no preventive so certain, no safe- 
guard so powerftj, as an uncorrupted house of com- 
mons, emanating fairly and freely from the people : to 
the want of this we owed the American war, and the 
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XXXVI ^^^ accumulation of national debt : if this had been 
— — '- accomplished last year, it probably would have saved 
us from our present distresses. No set of Britons, unless 
bereft of their senses, could, after recent events, pro- 
pose the French revolution as a model for our imita- 
tion : but were such principles even likely to threaten 
danger, the surest way of preventing it was, to promote 
the comfort and happiness of the people, to gratify 
their reasonable wishes, and to grant that reform 
which was so earnestly desired.' These arguments 
were enforced in a very able speech by Mr. Whitbread, 
who enlarged eloquently on the causes of revolution, 
which he mainly attributed to the feelings of the 
governed being outraged by the grinding oppression 
of their governors: Mr. Jenkinson, however, thought 
that the proposed alterations would occasion a pre* 

?3nderance of democracy in our legislature ; and Mr. 
owys, appealing to the convulsed state of France, 
remonstrated against any theoretical attempt at im- 
provement : the premier argued against the proposal, 
and was severely attacked on the score of inconsistency 
by Mr. Fox; but the scheme was discountenanced by 
a majority of almost seven to one; and on the twenty- 
first of June parliament was prorogued. 
Affairs of An important concession made to the Roman catho- 
lies of Ireland this session naturally turns our atten- 
tion to the affairs of that country. The fisiilure of 
Mr. Pitt's attempt in 1786 to reconcile commercial 
interests in the two countries, was followed by reso- 
lutions among the Irish to abstain &om the importa- 
tion of English manufactures; and efforts made by 
the populace to enforce them occasioned firequent 
tumults and alarms: these formed a pretext in the 
session of 1786, for an act establishing a police in the 
city of Dublin; and as a heavy tax was laid on its 
inhabitants for the maintenance of public officers 
appointed by the crown, the measure gave great 
offence. 

Disturbances <rf a more serious nature arose this 
year in the south of Ireland : the persons engaged in 
them called themselves right-boys, resembling their 
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predecessors the white-boys in almost every thing but ^xxvi 
the name : thdr principal object i^as to defraud the 
protestant clergy of their incomes; for which purpose 
&rmers enteored into a combination, imder the sanc- 
tion of an oath, neither to compound for tithes, nor to 
assist any clergyman in drawing them: this insur- 
rection began in Kerry, where the people, assembling 
in catholic chapels, swore to obey the oniers of captain 
Right, and to fleece the clergy; engaging that a large 
number should summon different incumbents to draw 
their tithes on the same day, and to suffer no proctors : 
they published indeed a tithing-table at a very low 
rate, according to which they promised to pay; but 
even to this they would not adhere : the combination 
soon extended to Cork and other neighboring counties, 
where the insurgents marched in large bodies, bui 
without arms, administering their oath in the name of 
captain Right, giving out laws, and punishing recu- 
sants according to the practice of the white-boys : in 
these proceedings, they were secretly encouraged by 
many gentlemen of landed property, who hoped by 
such means to exonerate their estates from tithes; but 
when the insurgents proceeded to limit the rents of 
land, to increase the price of labor, and oppose the 
collection of hearth-money, an outcry was raised 
against their designs; ana in the begmning of the 
following year, an act passed for preventing tumul- 
tuous and illegal assemblies. On this occasion, the 
attomey-generd, Fitzgibbon, after accurate inquiries, 
exculpated the clergy from all charges of extortion; 
declanng, that, instead of a tenth, their legal demand, 
few of them received a twentieth of the produce; that 
the insurrection was not owing to them, but to the 
landbrds; who ground the miserable peasants by 
enonnous rents, charging them six pounds an acre for 
land, and obliging them to work at five pence per day ; 
80 that they were imable, not only to pay their tithes, 
hut to obtain food and raiment for themselves and 
&inilies: some landlords had gone so far as to excite 
thdr tenants to rob the clergy, not only for the pur- 
pose of alleviating distress, but of adding the value of 
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XX X vi *^^^ tithes to the merciless rack-rent already exacted : 
it also appeared that the magistrates in general had 
^^" been shamefully neglectfiil of their duty. In October 
this year, died, as already has been related, the amiable 
duke of Rutland; and his successor, the marquis of 
Buckingham,^ who met the Irish parliament in Jan- 
uary, 1788, immediately proceeded to investigate 
abuses in the various offices of the castle : the sjstem 
of peculation was there found to be enormous : military 
stores were openly embezzled; arms, condemned as 
useless, were carried away through one gate of the 
castle and brought back through another, as if newly 
purchased; and similar frauds were practised in every 
other department : hence clerks in subordinate offices, 
with small nominal salaries, were accustomed to keep 
up magnificent establishments : but their accounts 
having been severely scrutinised by the lord-lieute- 
nant, their frauds detected, and restitution demanded, 
the defaulters were thrown into such a panic, that 
some fled the kingdom; others by entreaties and pro- 
mises eluded the blow; and a few had recourse to the 
dreadful expedient of suicide. 

At this point the marquis was obliged to stop in his 
plan of economical reform; having no authority to 
extend it to useless places and pensions, which were 
thought necessary to secure a majority in parliament 
for the court : such indeed was the corruption of the 
Irish legislature, that scarcely any object, even in mat- 
ters of undoubted utility, could be obtained without 
profuse largesses of the public money: this mercenary 
character was eminently displayed in the case of the 
regency question, when the minister fully expected that 
the Irish would follow the example of the British 
parliament in imposing restrictions on the regent; and 
this the viceroy used all Jiis efforts to accomplish : but 
there were too many placemen and pensioners, whose 
ambitious views led them to support the party which 
they expected would rise into power: these jomed the 

Eatriotic band under Grattan ; and when the lord- 
eutenant refused to forward the address which they 

* Late earl Temple. 
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had carried through both houses, they deputed com- ^^xvl 

missioners to present it, as abeady has been de- 

scribed. \ "«^«^ 

In the mean time, Mr. Grattan took advantage of 
this majority in parliament, to propose bills of a popu- 
lar description ; and several such were introduced with 
success, especially one to prevent revenue-officers from 
voting at elections; but this patriotic fever was of 
short duration : with the change in his majesty's 
health, their sentiments also changed ; and most of the 
seceders, repenting of their rash conduct, returned to 
their former connexion with the government: the 
family of Ponsonby, however, with characteristic 
spirit, refused to support a lord-lieutenant on whom 
they had voted a censure,^^ and remained in opposition : 
under such altered circumstances, it will hardly appear 
strange, that on the twentieth of April, the committal 
of the bills above mentioned was rejected by that 
house, of which a large majority had voted for their 
introduction : the placemen and pensioners, who 
thus displayed the sincerity of their repentance, were 
pennitt^ to retain their situations; a few of the more 
obstinate were dismissed; and some were promoted, 
who had been found faithful in the day of temptation : 
among these, was the attorney-general, Fitzgibbon, 
who was ennobled, and appointed lord chancellor; 
being the first Irishman entrusted with that high office 
hy the British cabinet ; his subsequent conduct fuUv 
justified their choice ; for he was indefatigable in his 
court, expediting the decision of causes which had 
long remained undetermined, and making it a rule 
never afterwards to suffer any to continue so for a 
longer time than the forms of law absolutely re- 
quired. 

Government, when this struggle terminated, was 
not inattentive to the means of resisting the opposition 
to which it had given rise: though the professed 
principle of the marquis of Buckingham had been 
strict economy, every source of influence was now 
thrown open; places of all kinds were multiplied^ 

" For declining to transmit the address on the regency question. 
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XXX vi ^*^^^ augmented, and the register of venality length- 
— — ened by additional pensions to the amount of £13,000 
per annum. 

*The arrangement of parties,' says Dr. Mifler,^^ 
^ which was at this time formed, seems to have been 
die completion of that operation, which had been 
begun twenty years before by lord Townshend: the 
greo;t interest of the Ponsonbies, which he had Mx>red 
to subdue, renewed, after no long interval, its con- 
nexion with the government; and it was only in the 
agitation of the regency question, that this interest 
was finally transfeired to the opposition, of which it 
constituted the principal strength, and furnished a 
distinguished leader.' The other champions in this 
cause were the acute, sententious Grattan, and the 
eloquent Curran; the latter of whom represented a 
lower order of the people ; but though possessed of less 
political knowlege, he was endowed with all the stores 
of a rich and ciutivated imagination. 

The party, in order to render their opposition more 
systematic and strong, formed themselves into a whig 
club, similar to that in London ; and at their meetings 
arranged plans of parliamentary ta^ics, assigning to 
each member his particular post : the declared objects 
for which this association was specifically pledged, 
were bills for the limitation of places and pensions ; for 
excluding from parliament persons holding pensions 
not granted for life, as well as certain descriptions of 
placemen, and obliging the rest to vacate their seats by 
the acceptance of office; also to disqualify revenue- 
officers from voting, to repeal the Dublin police bill, 
and to secure the responsibility of public officers in 
regard to payments from the treasury; which might, 
according to existing law, be issued solely on the king's 
authority. 

Disgusted by the rtrenuous opposition made to his 
measures, and by the loss of his popularity, the marquis 
of Buckingham retired in June, 1789, and left his 
office in commission : the earl of Westmoreland, his 
successor, did not arrive till the beginning of the next 

>i Hist. vol. W. p. 494. 
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year; when the same system of corrupt influence was ^xxvi 

continued by government, and the same strenuous -- 

opposition hy die patriotic party in parliament: in ^ ^' ' 
particular, Grattan charged the administration with 
the sale of peerages, and applying the money to the 
purchase of seats in the commons for their adherents; 
nor could they venture to disavow so unconstitutional 
an act, though the necessity of procuring a majority 
to carry on tne business of the country might possibly 
reconcile it to their consciences. In April parliament 
was dissolved; the new one met in July; and Foster, 
the late speaker, having been re-elected, it was pro- 
rogued to January, 1791: during this session, its 
proceedings difiered very little from those previous to 
the dissolution; but the patriotic party rather lost 
strength by the new elections. 

The affairs of the country, however, assumed a new 
complexion from the French revolution, which took 
place next year, and which was viewed with strong 
sensations of joy by the general mass of Irishmen : 
meetings to celebrate its anniversary were held in 
different places, particularly in Belfast; where, after 
a magnificent commemoration in 1792, the volunteers 
and many of the principal inhabitants assembled in the 
Linen-hall for a discussion of politics : the chief topics 
were parliamentary reform and catholic emancipation, 
two subjects now solemnly connected together, in favor 
of which they entered into yerj strong resolutions; 
voting also an address to the French assembly, and 
another to the Irish people. 

A plan of association under the title of * United 
Irishmen,' for the attainment of these ends, had been 
printed at Belfast, in June, 1791 ; and in the ensuing 
November, this new society was established at Dublin, 
declaring itself * a union of Irishmen of every religious 
persuasion, in order to obtain a complete reform of 
the legislature, founded on the principles of civil, 
political, and religious liberty.' Whatever may have 
been the sentiments of the associators generally, some 
of them appear to have entertained the most democratic 
notions, and to have conceived a project of overturning 
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XXX vL *^® government by force of arms : with similar views, 

an institution rose up in Dublin and Cork, of national 

1786-93. g^g^J^g^ ^jjQ adoptea a green uniform, the buttons of 
which were engraved with a harp, surmounted by a 
cap of liberty ; the twenty-ninth of December, 1792, 
was appointed for a genmd muster of this corps in 
Dublin ; all the volunteer companies of the dty being 
invited to attend, and celebrate the triumph of French 
liberty. 

Government, however, whose attention had been 
early drawn to the inflammatory state of the Irish 
population; and who, even in 1789, had exercised 
some severities beyond the due limits of law;^ deter- 
mined to suppress, not only this, but every other armed 
assopiation, unsanctioned by its authority : accordingly, 
on the day preceding the muster, a proclamation was 
issued, interdicting all seditious assemblies, and com- 
manding the magistrates, if necessary, to disperse 
them by military force : this effectually prevented the 
meeting. 

The society of United Irishmen, though now foiled, 
determined to persevere; and on the fourteenth of 
next month issued a counter-proclamation, exhorting 
the volunteers to resume their arms, as before, for the 
maintenance of public tranquillity against foreign and 
domestic foes; recommending protestants also to unite 
cordially with papists, in order to obtain * universal 
emancipation and a representative legislature.' In 
this document the ministry were denominated 'a 
faction, or gang, which misrepresented the king to his 
people ;' and of the army it was said, ' that they once 
were citizens; that seduction made them soldiers, but 
nature made them men:' for this libel, Archibald 
Hamilton Rowan, secretary of the association, a 
gentleman of respectable family and fortune, was 
afterwards prosecuted and convicted. 

A secret committee for managing the political con- 
cerns of Irish catholics, elected from the various 

>2 Fiats, or warrants* were issued by judges aeainst persons charged with libels ; 
and such excessive bail demanded, as subjected them to long confinement in prisom 
This punishment was particularly inflicted on John Magee, printer of the Dublin 
Evening Post. 
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dioceses, had subsisted in Dublin since 1757. In a xxxvi. 
meeting of this body in February, 1791, a petition 
to parnament was proposed; but some respectable 
members, fearing to be suspected of revolutionary 
principles, refused their consent to such a measure; 
and sixty-four of them, including lords Eenmare and 
Fingal, having seceded from the rest, presented an 
address to the viceroy, strongly expressing the respect- 
ful submission of themselves, and the catuolic body in 
general, to government. 

In the session of 1792, some new indulgences had 
been granted to papists ;^^ but the majority of the 
committee, not satisfied with partial concessions, still 
persevered in seeking a redress of grievances. In 
order to lay before government the sentiments of the 
collective body of catholics, they fixed on the plan of 
a convention of delegates from the several towns and 
counties, to be elected by persons deputed ; two from 
each parish: the committee also thought it right to 
make a public disavowal of dangerous tenets respect- 
ing the excommunication of princes; the persecution 
of heretics; the violation of oaths, particularly that of 
allegiance; the infallibility of the pope, &c. : they also 
solemnly renounced all daim to forfeited estates, and 
all designs of subverting the protestant establishment. 

Such declarations were necessary to confirm the 
attachment of their friends, who lay chiefly among the 
dissenters and imited Irishmen : many protestants, 
however, suspicious of their sincerity, were averse to 
granting them any share of political power ; and 
passed resolutions, not only hostile to their claims, but 
condemning their plan of convention as seditious : the 
convention, nevertheless, met on the third of Decem- 
ber, 1792; and, after various displays of eloquence, 
voted a petition to the. king, statiag the grievances, 
patience, and long-tried loyalty of his catholic subjects ; 
but dwelling particularly on their loss of the elective 
franchise, wnich they styled their * prime and heavy 
grievance, the cause and bitter aggravation of all their 

^> Such an admission to the practice of the law, full liberty of education^ and 
intermarriage with protestants. 
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^^^^- calamities.' Five deputies, appointed to present this 

~ petition, proceeded to London, and were introduced 

1786.93. ^y secretary Dundas to the king, who received them 
in a very gracious manner; and when the Irish par- 
liament met on the tenth of January, 1793, he pressed 
on its attention such measures as might he likely to 
strengthen and cement a general union of sentiment 
among all classes and descriptions of his catholic sub- 
jects, in support of the established constitution : with 
this view, the bill of reUef was brought into the house 
of commons by secretary Hobart, early in March: its 
chief clause enabled the catholics to exercise and enjoy 
all civil and military offices; all places of trust or 
profit under the crown ; and also the elective fiunchise, 
under certain restrictions; preventing a Roman catho- 
lic from sitting or voting in either house of parliament, 
as well as from filling the office of lord lieutenant, lord 
chancellor, or judge in either of the three courts of 
record and admiralty, keeper of the privy seal, secre- 
tary of state, lieutenant or custos rotulorum of a county, 
privy counsellor, master in chanceiy, general on the 
staflF, sheriff, or sub-sheriff, &c. This measure passed 
with few dissentient voices ; for many, who were averse 
to its principle, voted in its favor; and though it fell 
short of complete emancipation, it was supposed to 
contain all which the executive government could at 
that time grant without too violent an exertion: 
accordingly, it was received with gratitude ; and as a 
£arther concession to Ireland, a libel bill, similar to 
that of England, was passed; the power of the crown 
to grant pensions on the Irish establishment was 
limited to the sum of £80,000; and certain descrip- 
tions of placemen and pensioners were excluded from 
the house of conunons : also, his majesty declared his 
acceptance of a limited sum, fixed at £225,000, for the 
expenses of his civil list, in lieu of the hereditary 
revenues of the crown. Opposition having been molli- 
fied by this conciliatory conduct, certam measures, 
necessary for the safety of the country in these perilous 
times, were carried without difficulty : alien and 
traitorous correspondence bills, analogous to those of 
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England, were passed; also one to prevent arms and xxxvi 
ammunition from being imported, or kept, without - ^^^^^ 
license; and another, *to prevent the election or 
appomtment of assemblies, purporting to represent 
the pec^le or any number of the people, under pre- 
tence of preparing or presenting petitions and addresses 
to the king, or either house of pariiament, for the 
alteration of matters established by law, or redress of 
alleged grievances in church or state.' 

In the present session a bill passed for raising by 
ballot a nulitia of 16,000 men, for the period of four 
years. As each person on whom the lot feU was 
obliged to serve, unless he could procure a substitute, 
or pay a large fine, the measure was considered as a 
veiy heavy grievance: to alleviate this burden, sub- 
scriptions for raising recruits were adopted, and insu- 
rance-oflSices established, to indenmify individuals on 
the pajmaent of a stated sum: it was not, however, 
without considerable trouble that men could be raised ; 
for the common people had not a perfect reliance on 
the government, on acooimt of a circumstance which 
occurred in the American war; when a regiment, 
which had been raised under an express agreement 
that it was not to be sent out of the kingdom, was, in 
defiance of such contract, sent to the colonies : hence 
it was apprehended that the militia would be treated 
in the same manner; so that discontents were. occa- 
sioned, and riots produced, which cost the lives of 
many persons. A set of insurgents, called ' defenders,' 
unconnected with this business, had risen of late years 
to such a pitch, as to attract the notice of parliament; 
and a secret committee of the lords in this session 
made a report of their proceedings, as well as those of 
the united Irishmen: these defenders had succeeded 
the white-boys; but were not, like them, confined to a 
particular quarter; they arose about the year 1784, 
fix)m a quarrd between some catholics and protestants, 
in the county of Armagh; the former of wiom, being 
possessed of arms, overcame their opponents : enraged 
at this defeat, the protestants of the lower classes 

m to take arms from the catholics, and styled 
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xxxvL tl^^^selves *peep-of-day boys/ from their breaking 

into the houses of their antagonists in search of arms 

*'^^* at a very early hour in the morning: the others, on 
the contrary, strove to prevent them, and called them- 
selves defenders; but in the year 1789 they seem to 
have been regularly organised, prepared for assault as 
well as defence; and, becoming private aggressors, 
committed some atrocious murders. At the time 
when the committ6e made its report, they had ex- 
tended their associations through the counties of 
Louth, Meath, Cavan, Monaghan, and other neigh- 
boring districts ; assembling by night to learn the use 
of arms, they went through their evolutions under 
noted lexers of infamous character, and committed 
every species of crime; breaking open houses, seizing 
arms, money, or effects, and murdering the loyal inha- 
bitants; especially the established clergy: at length, 
they spread to remote counties, such as Kerry, Wex- 
ford, and Limerick; so that, in many parts of the 
country, gentlemen were obliged to quit their houses, 
or turn them into a species of fortification, and place 
soldiers there for defence. The sixteenth of August 
terminated this eventful session, in which the bill so 
anxiously desired by the Roman catholics was passed, 
but which failed to produce the effects anticipated : in 
fact the principle of contention still remained in fall 
force: before the relaxation oi penal laws at the com- 
mencement of this reign, the Romanists in Ireland 
could scarcely be considered as forming a part of its 
people; and before the present year, which saw them 
vested with the elective franchise^ they did not form a 
part of its citizens : henceforth the question between 
them and the protestants was, whether they should 
form a part of its government. 
Treaties A couveution had been signed on the twenty-fifth 
GreirSri- of March, between our court and that of St. Peters- 
tain and burg, for the prosecution of hostilities against the 
IK)WCT«. French, until they should relinquish all their con- 
quests; while Hesse Cassel and Sardinia were engaged 
by subsidies, the former to supply 8000 men,^^ and 

i« Subsequently extended to 12,000. 
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the latter to keep up an army of 50,000 for its own 
defence, and for general service : soon afterwards, an 
alliance was adjusted with Spain and Na^es; and 
still later in the year with Prussia, Austria, rortugal, 
and Tuscany. Thus were the various states of Europe 
brought into combination against revolutionary France ; 
Engknd being the central point of union : no other 
power could supply the pecuniary resources that were 
required ; she therefore obtained the chief direction of 
this war, though not intirely suited for it by geogra- 
phical position or common interests; causes, however, 
existed, which rendered this coalition, as well as 
others which succeeded it, liable to dissolution : most 
of the allied powers lost sight of the original object of 
confederacy in their views of aggrandisement; the 
prospect of acquisitions at the expense of a neighbor, 
or even of an ally, became an inducement to defec- 
tion : neither did any great leader arise on the side of 
the confederates, like William III. or Marlborough, at 
once a statesman and a soldier : but talent was availed 
by envy; and energy was repressed by the bigoted 
obstinacy and corruption of ancient courts; — awhile 
among the revolutionary ranks, intrepidity, intelli- 
gence, and ardor were sure to meet with reward, and 
valiant men of the lowest grade rose rapidly to the 
highest honors: such were the circumstances under 
which this war began, which was in reality a conflict 
of political elements more than of arms; for, as &r as 
the armies of the republic penetrated, express decrees 
announced the introduction of the sovereignty of the 
people. The danger, however, seemed to be diminished 
in ^e first campaign, as it was not long before the 
successes of the allies confined the French troops once 
more to their own territory: rarely, however, has vic- 
tory proved more fetal to the conquerors; for together 
with the reaction of vengieance wherever royalists ob- 
tained the power, it called forth the resistance of 
despair; and the reign of terror, which soon followed, 
with all its cruelties and all its vigor, sanctioned a 
maxim fer more important than a series of victories, — 
^ that every citizen is a soldier.' This at once anni- 
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xxxvL ^^^^ ^^^ system of standing armies in France, and 
gave a new aspect to military affairs : what, indeed, 
but the energy thus infiised into the mass, could have 
enabled the republic to withstand the enemies by 
which she was opposed ? 
iWects In the beginning of this campaign, France had to 
French combat 55,000 Austro-Sardinians fbom the Alps; 
repubUc 60,000 Spaniards from the Pyrenees; 66,000 Aus- 
trians or imperialists reinforced by 88,000 Anglo- 
Batavians on the Lower Rhine and in Belgiimi; 
33,000 Austrians between the Meuse and the MoseUe; 
112,000 Russians, Austrians, Prussians, and impe- 
rialists of the Middle and Upper Rhine. To make 
head against these formidable enemies, the convention 
ordered a levy of 300,000 troops, and at the same 
time established a conunittee of public safety,^ with 
dictatorial power over persons and property, for the 
support of that revolution which their troops were 
sent to defend on the frontiers. In the mean time, 
Dumouriez was occupied with an ambitious plan of 
reaction, when he ought to have considered nothing 
but the dangers with which France was surrounded: 
instead of remaining neutral between the factions, as 
was the duty of a general, he proposed, in spite of the 
convention and of assembled Europe, to establish the 
constitutional monarchy of 1791, after having first 
delivered Belgium from the rule of the jacobins, secured 
Holland by aid of the Batavian republicans, and 
brought those two countries into the union of a single 
state. 
P«>«»^ Instead of defending that line which was menaced 
I^ex. ** from Mayence to the Roer, Dumouriez threw his forces 
to the left of the enemy's operations, and entered 
Holland at the head of 20,000 men : advancing vigor- 
ously, he tock Breda and Gertruydenburg, and then 
prepared to attack Dort; but in the mean time, the 
army on the right experienced great disasters; and 
the Austrians, under the prince of Saxe Coburg, 
assuming iiie oflfensive, passed the Roer, and gained a 
complete victory at Aik la Chapelle : the discomfited 

i* Consistmg of RobeB^erre, Caniot, St Jugt, Barrere* and WTen. othen. 
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Frendi then made a precipitate retreat to Liege, and 
their consternation extended to the camp of general 
Miranda, who was blockading Maestricht, the siege of 
which he raised, and took refuge in Brabant; while 
the victorious Austrians crossed the Meuse, and 
intirely routed the republican armies which had united 
between Tirlemont and Louvain : Dumouriez, having 
received orders from the executive council to quit 
Holland with all speed, and take the command in 
Belgium, was now obliged to give up his wildly 
cherished scheme of ambition. 

After concentrating his forces to oppose the prince 
of Saxe Coburg, aud addressing a threatening letter 
to the convention respecting the jacobins who had 
denounced him, he hazarded a general engagement 
at Nerwinde, and lost the battle: Belgium was then 
evacuated; and the French general, beaten by the 
Austrians, and attacked by the jacobins, recurred to 
a culpable plan of defection, in order to realise his 
favorite projects: he held conferences with colonel 
Mack, and arranged that the Austrians should march 
on Paris, for the restoration of the monarchy; while 
he quitted them on the frontier, leaving several strong 
places in their hands as a guarantee. The jacobins, 
informed of his intentions, and wishing to make them- 
selves more certain of the &cts, sent a deputation of 
three members, who obtained from him a plain ac- 
knowle^ement of his design to restore a constitutional 
monarchv by means of the army : he soon, however, 
found hunself in a veiy difficult position; for the 
soldiers, though attached to their general, were still 
more devoted to their country : his ftrat attempt 
therefore was very discouraging to his hopes: for, 
after establishing a camp at St. Amand, he failed in 
seizing on Lille, Cond^, and Valenciennes, the strong 
places which he was desirous of giving up as pledges 
to Austria. 

As soon as the convention was certified of Dumou- His d«^ 
riez's projects, they summoned him to their bar; and^J^^^ 
on his refrisal to obey, they despatched four represen- 
tatives, with the minister at war^ to bring him before 
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XXXVI *^^"^> ^^ ^ arrest him in the midst of his army : the 
'- general received this commission at the head of his 
staff, but refused to quit his troops; though he pro- 
mised, that in calmer times, he would demand an 
investigation of his conduct, and ^ve an explanation 
both of his actions and his designs. The commissioners 
entreated him to submit, alleging the example of the 
ancient Roman generals : to this Dumouriez replied ; 
— * We are always wrong, and we degrade the history 
of the Romans, when we quote the example of their 
virtues as an excuse for our crimes : the Romans did 
not murder Tarquin : the Romans had a well-regulated 
republic and good laws ; they had neither a club of 
jacobins, nor a revolutionary tribunal ; we live in times 
of anarchy : a band of tigers desire my head, and I do 
not wish to give it them.* — 'Citizen general,' said 
Camus, one of the commissioners, * will you obey the 
decree of the national convention, and accompany us 
to Paris?' — *Not now.' — 'WeU, then, I pronounce 
you suspended from your functions : you are no longer 
general; and I order you to be taken into custody :' — 
' this is too much,' said Dumouriez ; and he instantly 
commanded his German hussars to seize the conmiis- 
sioners, whom he transmitted to the Austrians, to be 
kept as hostages. After this act of revolt, it was 
necessary to attempt something : he, therefore, renewed 
his attack on Cond6; but was again unsuccessful: he 
tried to induce the soldiers to follow him in his defec- 
tion ; but their attachment to the principles of the 
revolution kept them firm in their duty;^^ and Du- 
mouriez, in opposing the convention, was treated like 
la Fayette, when he declared his opposition to the con- 
stituent assembly : passing over to the Austrian camp, 
with the due de Chartres,^^ colonel Thouvenot, and 
two squadrons of Berchiny, he lefb the rest of his 
army to join the camp at Famars, under Dampierre, 
who was now invested with the chief command. 
No sooner were these proceedings known at Paris, 

" • We thank you for having reduced us to the necessity of conquering/ was 
the answer of one of the armies to the conventaon, in reply to its aimoaiioement of 
the death of the king. 

" The present king of the Ftonch. 
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than the convention declared its sittings permanent, xxxvf 

denounced Dumouriez as a traitor, fixed a price on - 

his head, banished all the Bourbons, and established ^^^^' 
that celebrated conmiittee of public safety, which was 
destined to complete the crimes, and destroy the chief 
authors of the revolution : a short time previously, the 
dreadftd revolutionary tribunal had been instituted, 
together with numerous commissions, for executing 
despotic power in the different departments of France. 

The defection of Dumouriez ^ve an inunense ad- Q^^i|,|j^ 
vantage to the violent revolutionists. Though the 
Girondists had inveighed against the traitor as fiercely 
as the Mountainists, yet the latter accused them as 
accomplices in his desertion: Robespierre attacked 
hy name, Brissot, Guadet, Vergniaud, Petion, and 
Gensonne, in the convention; while the ferocious 
Marat denounced them in the popular assemblies : for 
this he was accused before the revolutionary tribunal; 
but was acquitted, and carried triumphantly to the 
assembly, when the mob insisted on marching in 
triumph even through the hall. The comndssion of 
twelve, to which the plots of their enemies gave rise, 
seemed to promise an advantage to the Girondists; 
but it served only to excite their adversaries more 
violently: fierce tumults took place in the assembly, 
and fiightful commotions in the city, where clubs of 
jacobins and cordeliers, as well as the revolutionary 
sections, sat day and night. On the twenty-fifth of 
May, a furious multitude assembled at the hall of the 
convention; and a deputation appeared at the bar, 
loudly demanding a suppression of the commission 
of twelve, and liberation of the infamous Hebert, 
who had been imprisoned as leader of a plot to destroy 
the Girondists : these proposals were strenuously re- 
sisted; and the ferocious Canton thundered out, — ^ So 
Bauch impudence is beyond endurance : we will oppose 
you; let there be no longer any truce between the 
Mountain, and the base men who wished to save the 
tyrant.* After this, the Girondists could not long 
sustain a conflict with the jacobins, backed as they 
were by the sanguinary multitude: accordingly the 

VOL. rv. I 
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XXX n. ®®^^^^ ^^ June saw them delivered into the power of 

their enemies, who had surrounded the hall of assembly 

^^^^' with 80,000 men, under the command of Henriot; 
thirty of the principal members being arrested at the 
inistigation of Marat, and by the denunciation of 
Coumon : thus the political career of the Girondists, 
more culpable for thdr rashness than for their inten- 
tions, ended in that storm which their eloquaice had 
created; but which their wisdom could not allay: 
henceforward th^ were known only, as individuals, 
by their noble and courageous bearing in the midst of 
calamity and death. 

On tne fall of this party, the revolutionary govern- 
ment was formed : the tyrant Robespierre, who 
directed all acts in the * committee of public safety, 
now became dictator; while his associates'^ divided 
the departments among themselves; and the general 
superintendence of police was vested in a committee 
of general safety, subordinate to the former, but still 
possessed of formidable iauthority. One of the first 
results of this new order of things, was a change in 
the divisions of the year, as well as in the names of 
the months, and of the days; and this republican 
calendar soon led to the abolition of public worship: 
Assassina- in the mean time, Marat fell by the poniard of the 
Mmi. enthusiastic Charlotte Corday, who vainly fancied that 
she could destroy the party by taking oS its principal 
leader; Lyons, Marseilles, and Bourdeaux took up 
arms; and more than sixty departments joined the 
insurrection in favor of the Girondists. In most of 
these places, however, the royalists, who at first 
presented themselves under the guise of republicans, 
ended by creating a party in their own character; and 
the excitement no longer operated in favor of the 
Girondists, but of the counter^revolutionists : their 
example was followed at Nismes, Montauban, and 
Toulon; which latter city surrendered itself, with all 
its ships and arsenals, to the combined British and 
Spanish squadrons : in the Calvados, the insurrection 

** These were St. Just, Couthon, Billaud, Varennes, Collot d'Herbois, Carnot, 
CamboD, and Barrere. 
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became distinguished by the same spirit of royalism, ^^' 
which had been for some time flaming forth in La — —^ 
Yendi^e, and which had conducted the inhabitants of 
that cdebrated district to sefveral important victories. 

Every thing^ at this time seemed to conspire to over- CampaSgn 
throw the repubhcan government: its armies were^^*"'"" 
beaten in the north, and at the Pyrenees: at the same 
moment, it was threatened by the Lyonese in the centre, 
the Marseillese in the south, the Girondists in one 
part of the west, and the Vendeans in another; that 
reaction among the forces, which had taken place 
subsequently to the brilliant campaign of the Argonne 
and the Neth^lands, had, in consequence of disagree* 
ment between the army and the government, become 
more decided; especi^Jly siace the defection of the 
general-in-chief : aifter the junction of the army which 
Damouriez had deserted, with that under Dampierre. 
at Famors, a variety of partial, though severe engage-^ 
ments took place, in which no decisive advantage was^ 
gained on either side; on the dghth of May, however, 
Dampierre advanced to dislodge a large body of troops 
posted near the wood of Vicoigne; but exposing him- 
self to the enemy's fire, his thigh was carried off by a 
cannon ball, and he died on the following day. In 
this action the English troops were first engaged, and 
behaved with CTeat intrepidity; but through the in- 
experience <rf the duke of York, who was sent but to 
command armies in these perilous times, because he 
was a king's son, and had seen a few reviews in Hyde 
Park, they were ordered to attack a strong post in the 
wood, and su&red much from exposure to the fire of 
some masked batteries* Cond^ being invested, and the 
siege of Valenciennes contemplated, the allies deter- 
mined to attack thiB fortified camp of Famars, which> 
covered that important place: at daybreak, therefore, 
on the twenty-third of May, the British and Hano-^^ 
verians under the yoxmg duke, with the AustriaAs 
and imperialists under the piince of Coburg and 
general Clairfait, assaulted and drove in the advanced 
posts of the enemy; who, during the night, abandoned 
their camp, and left Valenciennes open to its besiegers. 

I 2 
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xxxvL ^ *^® ^^* of June, general Custine arrived to take 
- the command of the French army, but was unable to 
relieve the place: the trenches were opened on the 
fourteenth; and, about the beginning of July, near 
200 pieces of heavy artillery were placed in rattery: 
mines and countermines innumerable were formed 
during this memorable siege, and various were the 
subterranean conflicts that occurred beneath the com- 
batants who fought in open air. On the night, how- 
ever, of the twenty-fifth, the besiegers sprung some 
mines with success under the glacis and horn-work of 
the fortress; which feivorable opportunity the allied 
forces instantly seized, to make themselves masters of 
the covered way : next day, the place surrendered, and 
the duke of York took possession of it, in the name of 
the emperor of (Jermany : nearly at the same time, the 
garrison of Cond^ yielded themselves prisoners of war, 
after enduring the extremity of famine; and Mayence 
also submitted to the Prussian arms. 

On the eighth of August, the French were driven 
from a strong position, near the Scheldt, called Caesar's 
camp ; after which, a council of war was hdd, and it 
was determined that the British, Hanoverians, Dutch, 
and Hessians should form a distinct army, indepen- 
dent of the Austrians : this plan was strongly opposed 
by the prince of Saxe Coburg and Clair&it; but the 
British forces, amounting with allies to 35,000 men, 
under their juvenile commander, decamped on the 
eighteenth of August, and moved towards Dunkirk; 
45,000 imperialists sat down before Quesnoy, and the 
remainder of their vast army was broken into detach- 
ments for the sake of communication. 

To such a division of forces may perhaps be as- 
cribed the subsequent disasters of this campaign : had 
they held together, and pushed vigoroushr the enemy's 
masses, weakened and depressed by dercat, probably 
every important object of the war might have been 
gamed. In the interior of France, dejected as the 
nation was by defeats, by the defection of Dumouriez, 
and by the bloody proscriptions of successive parties, 
there was a total want of preparation : the levies en 
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masse had not yet been decreed; and the forces which ^xvL 
they produced were not organised for three months : ' 

the splendid genius of Camot had not been called 
forth; nor had the committee of public safety yet 
acquired its terrible energy; so that every thing pro- 
mised great results to vigorous and smiultaneous 
operations. ^ The impartial historian,' says Mr. Alison, 
^must confess with a sigh that British interests inter- 
fered with the great objects of the war ; and that by com- 
pelling her contingent to separate for the siege of Dun- 
prk, England contributed to postpone for twenty years 
its glorious termination; and posterity has had ample 
room to lament this error: a war of twenty years deeply 
checkered with disaster, the addition of £600,000,000 
to the public debt, the sacrifice of millions of brave 
men, may be distinctly traced to this one unhappy 
resolution.' i» 

The Austians were successful in their enterprise; 
and after fifteen days, the garrison of Quesnoy capitu- 
lated; but a very different fate awaited the British 
army. On the eighteenth of August, the duke of York 
arrived in the vicinity of Menin, where several severe 
contests took place; and the post of Lincelles, lost by 
the Dutch, was recovered by a gallant charge of the 
English guards, led on by general sir John Lake. His 
royal highness then moved toward Dunkirk, and opened 
the trenches before that fortress on the twenty-fourth : 
the works were in a deplorable condition ; and the 
garrison, consisting of only 8000 men, was wholly 
msufficient to defend the place; but England had not 
yet learned, or rather had not yet recovered her know- 
^^ of, the military art: immense preparations had 
l^n making for the attack of a town wnich had long 
wen the object of maritime jealousy; and eleven new 
battalions had been embarked in the Thames for our 
besieging army; but so tardy were their movements, 
^t not a vessel appeared to protect our land forces 
from the harassing discharges of the enemy's con- 
temptible gun-boats. Above three weeks were em- 
ployed in preparations for this siege; a delay, which 

^* History of Europe during the French Rcrolution, vol. ii. p. 156. 
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xxxvL ^^*^^ *^^ French to bring up fix)m a distant frontier 

those forces by which it was ultimately raised. 

1793. rj,j^^ republican rulers, following tne wise [plan of 
collecting an overwhehning force at the decisive point, 
brought 35,000 men, by rapid marches, from the 
armies of tike Bhine ana Moselle, and placed them, 
with 16,000 already posted in the vicinity of Dunkirk, 
under the command of general Houchard. As the in- 
vestment of the {dace was not completed, he threw into 
it 10,000 of his best troops; and then opposed the 
covering army of Dutch and Austrians, with a force 
of nearly double its numbers. 
Failure of Xhc situatiou of thcsc allies offered eveiy chance of 
i)^ir.** success to a concentrated attack. Marshal Freytag's 
corps was not posted at Fumes, so as to protect the 
rear of the besiegers; but at a considerable distance 
in front of it, to prevent any communication between 
the besieged .and the interior of France : the Dutch, 
under the prince of Orange, lay at Menin, a distance 
of three days' march ; and the duke of York's force lay 
exposed to attack between the separated bodies. The 
committee of public safety had enjoined Houchard to 
throw himself boldly between these corps, and fall on 
them successively; out he< contented himself with ad- 
vancing against the tront of Freytag's, with a view of 
throwing them on the besieging army and raising the 
siege, instead of interposing his forces, and destroying 
them both : the object was important, and it succeeded ; 
for Houchard, after several engagements, vigorously 
assailed his opponent near Hondscoote, and defeated 
him with a destruction of 1500 men. Meanwhile, the 
garrison of Dunkirk made a sally; and the duke of 
xork, finding his flank exposed to.attack, through the 
defeat of the covering army, withdrew from his lines 
by night, on the eighm of ^ptember, leaving fifty-two 
pieces of cannon, with a large quantity of ammunition 
and baggage, in the hands of the conquerors. 

This success excited great joy at raris, and soon 
changed the fece of the war, from the German ocean 
to the Mediterranean sea; £ot the convention, relieved 
from immediate danger of invasion, had now time 
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to mature its plan^' of coiujaest, and to organise im- ^xxvi 
mense military masses in the! interior of the qountry. 
Bouchard, however, did not improve hi& success; for, m,„^.^„ 
neglecting to concentrate his forces, and attp^ck the of general 
British, he followed that system of division, which had Houchtrd. 
been imprudently adopted by his adversaries; and 
after a series of actions against detached corps, and 
gaining one victory over the Dutch, he was defeated. 
at Courtray by general Beaulieu, and driven behind 
the Lys : a panic then conmiunicated itself to all the 
divisions; and that army, which had so lately raised 
the siege of Dunkirk, sought shdter promiscuously 
under the cannon of Lisle; a striking proof of the 
present unfitness of French levies for grand operations 
in combined masses; and of the ease with which the 
allies, if they had been able to emancipate themselves 
from the old systan of tactics, or had been led by a 
commander of military genius, might have overrun 
the territories of the republic. 

His last disaster proved fatal to Houchard; for Hu trial 
being accused by his own officers, he was brought S^n.*"*^"' 
before the revolutionary tribunal, condemned, and 
executed. * The proceedings of the convention,' says 
Mr. Alison,^^ * against this imfortunate general, are 
chiefly interesting from the. evidence they afford of 
the clear perception whieJi men at. the head of affairs 
had obtained, of principles in the military art, to which 
the subsequent successes of the republican forces were 
chiefly owing, * For long,- said Barrere, ' the principle 
established by the great Fi^ederic has been recognised; 
that the best way to take advantage of the courage of 
soldiers, is to accumulate the troops on particular 
points in large masses: instead of doing this, you have 
divided them into separate detachments, and the gene- 
^ entruj^ted with command have usually had to 
combat a superior force : the committee of public 
safety, fully aware of the danger, had sent positive 
instructions to the generds to fight in large masses : 
you have disregard^ their orders, and consequently 
Inverses have followed.' From these expressions, it 

20 vol, ii, p. 162. 
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xxxvL ^® ^^* difficult to recognise that influence which the 
master mind of Camot had abeady acquired in the 



*^^^' direction of military affairs.' 
Progress of The allies now sat down hefore Mauheuge; an 
Fb^OT " important fortress, the possession of which might have 
laid open the capital to invasion : Landrecy was already 
blockaded; and the French troops, inferior to their 
foes, were drawn back and concentrated within their 
own frontiers: a vigorous effort thus became neces- 
sary; and it was made by the committee of public 
safety; the whole of France was declared in a state of 
siege; and the authorities were empowered to take all 
steps requisite for its defence : innumerable battalions 
of conscripts were enrolled; many fortified towns and 
intrenched camps afforded means of organising these 
tumultuary masses ; and at the head of all was placed 
general Jourdan, a young officer as yet untried; but 
who, like thousands of his subordinates, was glad to 
take refiige with the army, from the horrors of revolu- 
tionary frenzy at home. 

The force of the allies stiU exceeded 120,000 men; 
but after the besieging corps, and those stationed at a 
distance, were deducted, not more than half that 
number could be brought into action : this army, early 
in October, was concentrated between Maubeuge and 
Avenues, where it awaited the approach of the enemy, 
who had received peremptory orders to drive them 
without delay out of the French territory : the duke of 
York, hearing of the concentration of the repubUcan 
masses, was rapidly advancing with 26,000 men; and 
unless the attack was speedily made, his force would 
soon be joined to the allied army. Impelled by various 
motives, Jourdan advanced against the Austrian posi- 
tion, the key of which was the village of Wattignies; 
and a general action took place on the fifteenth of 
October, in which the republicans were worsted, with 
a loss of 1200 men : instructed by this failure, Jour- 
dan changed his method of attack; accumulated his 
forces in tne night ; and on the sixteenth, at break of 
day, assailed Wattignies with three columns, and a 
concentric fire of artillery : with forces so disposed, he 
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soon carried the village ; while the appearance of his ;^^x v i 
reserve, on the left flank of Saxe Coburg, completed 
the discouragement of that commander, and induced 
him to retreat, after losing 6000 of his best troops: 
the resolution was an unfortunate one; for on other 
points he was eminently successftd; and the duke of 
York, being within a day's march, would have joined 
him, had he kept his position : so incompetent were the 
imperialists to contend with that new system, which 
the genius of Camot had introduced into the French 
annies, and which their immense levies enabled them 
to execute with reckless audacity. The siege of Mau- 
beuge being thus raised, nothing more of importance 
was undertaken in Flanders, and both parties went into 
winter quarters ; the prince of Sase Coburg established 
himself at Bavay; the republicans formed a large 
entrenched camp at Guic^, to protect and discipline 
numerous recruits hastening to their army; while the 
committee of public safety removed Jourdan from the 
chief command, and conferred it on Pichegru, a favorite 
of Robespierre and St. Just, who had all the talent, 
energy, and enterprise which the times demanded. 

Dearly did England now pay for the fatal reduction 
of her military forces : with an army amounting to 
little more than 30,000 men, what could she effect 
agamst the energies of revolutionised France? and 
how precious were the opportunities lost by this defi- 
ciency of military strength? in the present case the 
capture of Dunkirk, by permitting the allied armies to 
advance, might have paralysed all the efforts of the 
convention, and determined at once the success of the 
war. Again, in La Vend^, where perils still more 
imminent than those on the eastern frontier threatened 
the revolutionary government, and the brave inhabit- 
ants of that district were assembled in Britany, waiting 
the arrival of English troops, in order to improve theii* 
victories, and march on PariSy — so dilatory were our 
succors, that the royalists were obliged to disperse, and 
finally succumb to their inveterate and blood-thirsty 
enemies.^ 

1 See Alison, vol. ii. p. 283. 
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XXX vi After the capture of Mayenoe, the unperialists, rein- 
' forced by 40,000 exceUent troops, might have opposed 
100,000 men to 80,000 of the enemy: but though 
every thing promised success to vigorous exertions, 
the allies, pso^ysed by intestine divisions, remained 
for two months m complete inactivity; the jealousy of 
soverdgns concerning the affisurs of Poland being 
equalled by the rivalry of generals for military com- 
mand.^ Even when Moreau, with his army of the 
Moselle, made an attack on die Prussians at Perma- 
sins, and was obliged to retreat from the terrible fire 
of their artillery, with a loss of 4000 men and 22 
pieces of cannon, the allied commanders n^lected to 
improve a disaster which might have led to final suc- 
cess: a few davs afterwards, the king of Prussia, intent 
on spoliation, nurried off to Poland, where his aid was 
required to assist the czarina in her base designs 
against that imhappy country. 

The confederates, having at length agreed on a plan 
of operations, determined to attack the lines of Weis- 
senbur^, constructed in former times to protect the 
Rhenisn firontier, in which the French were now 
strongly posted: an assault was accordingly made on 
their left by the Prussians, under the duke of Bruns- 
wick; while the Austrians, under prince Waldeck, 
crossed the Rhine, to turn their right; and Wurmser, 
with the main body, endeavored to force the centre. 
The attack on the right, by Lauterburg, had only a 
momentary success; but Wurmser carried sev^sl 
redoubts, and took possession of Weissenburg; when,, 
the left having been turned and forced back, the whole 
republican army retired in confusion : such, however, 
was the inactivity of its opponents, that in this general 
rout the French lost only 1000 men; and thou^ 
Alsace was laid open to me victors, no advantages 
were obtained; but rather a breach was effected 
between Austria and Prussia, as the designs of the 
former power on this important province became 
manifest. Though a powerfiil party was formed 
among the nobles to favor the imperial projects, 

• See AliflOD, vol. iL p. 168. 
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nothing material was undertaken by the armies : ^xvSl 

Wurmser lost the fiiyorable moment m festivity and 

rejoicings; while the convention recovered from its 
alann^ and took energetic measures to restore revolu- 
tionary enthusiasm; in these shaken districts. Wurm- 
ser, in the mean time, advanced to Strasburg, which 
the constituted authorities would have surrendered to 
him in the name of Louis XV II. ; but he refused to 
take possession on those terms; and after an unsuc- 
cessM attempt against the republicans at Saveme, he 
was obliged to withdraw, and confine his operations to 
the blockade of Landau and the siege of fort Yauban ; 
abandoning Strasburg to republican vengeance, which 
was soon let loose against the miserable royalists.^ It 
now plainly appeared that the emperor of Germany, 
under pretence of placing the Bourbon family on the 
throne, was chiefly anxious to recover for himself 
those provinces which France had wrested from his 
ancestors. 

The committee of public safety acted on a plan very 
differwit from that of the allies. To raise the blockade 
of Landau, they quickly despatched 30,000 men fix)m 
their armies of the Bhine and Moselle, under Pichegru ; 
supported by 35,000 under general Hoche, with orders 
to penetrate the enemy's Imes, between the Austrian 
and Prussian cantonments. After some partial actions, 
the republicans attacked the covering army of the duke 
of Brunswick in great force on the twenty-sixth of 
December, near the castle of Geisburg: a violent 
altercation took place between the allied conunanders ; 
in consequence of which, being vigorously assailed in 
their centre, they were driven from their positions, 
and forced over the Rhine ; after having raised the 
siege of Landau, and evacuated the French territory. 
Spire, Worms, and Yauban were soon recovered; the 
French armies, rapidly advancing, appeared before 
Manheim; and Germany, so recently victorious, began 
to tremble for the safety of its own frontier. 

' Seyenty persons of its most distinguished families were immediately put to 
(icBth. It was a sufficient ground for condemnation, that any inhabitant had 
remained in a- village occupied by the allies ; and a fourth of the families of the 
provuce, decimated by the gaillotine, fled to Switzerland.— Alison, vol. ii. p. 171; 
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XXX VL Strange indeed to say, the most energetic opponents, 
with, whom the republicans had to contend in this 



ViffOT^ campaign, were the Spaniards; by whom two con- 
of the siderable armies were formed, one of 30,000 men, to 
spaniaitb. i^yade Rousillon, the other of 25,000, to penetrate 
France on the side of Bayonne : on the fourteenth of 
April, this latter force opened a brisk fire against the 
French lines near the western entrance of the Pyrenees, 
and crossed the Bidassoa; on the first of May, they 
drove the republicans from one of their intrenched 
camps, taking fifteen pieces of cannon; and on the 
sixth of June, after storming another camp, and taking 
all its guns and ammunition, they forced the troops 
into the St. Pied de Port : having fortified some posts 
in the country, they repulsed a vigorous attack on the 
twenty-ninth of August; and so crippled the enemy, 
as to prevent him from taking any movement of con- 
sequence during the remainder of the campaign. 
Operations of still greater interest took place on the 
eastern side ; where the Spaniards, under Don Ricardos, 
gained several important victories, passed Perpignan, 
and interrupted all communication between Roussillon 
and Languedoc : alarmed at the rapid progress of 
this foe, the convention took energetic measures to 
reinforce their armies ; and two divisions, about 
15,000 strong, were ordered to advance against a 
corps of 6000 Spaniards, under Don Juan Courten: 
this attack was combined with so much skill, that 
the Spaniards, being assailed at once in front, rear, 
and both flanks, were obliged to retreat with great 
loss; elated by success, the republicans determined to 
assault their camp at Truellas, and advanced against 
it with 20,000 chosen troops in three columns : that 
which attacked the centre, under Dagobert, carried the 
intrenchments, and was on the pomt of gaining a 
glorious victory ; when Courten, coming up with the 
Spanish reserve, prolonged the conflict, till Don 
Ricardos, who had defeated the attack on his left, 
arrived with the cavalry, and decided the fete of the 
battle: three French battalions laid down their arms; 
and the remainder retired, in squares, though not 
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without a loss of 4000 men and ten pieces of cannon, ^xx vL 

For this disaster, Dagobert was displaced from the 

supreme command, which was conferred on Davoust ; 
who, being reinforced by 15,000 men, compelled his 
antagonist to act on the defensive, and retire to a 
strongly intrenched camp near Boulon, from which 
the French were unable to dislodge him. In the 
beginning of December, however, Kicardos, having 
received considerable reinforcements, attacked the 
republican lines, and routed the whole army, with a 
loss of 46 pieces of artillery and 2500 men : this 
success he followed up with the capture of Port Vendre, 
and Collioure, which latter place was defended by 
eighty pieces of cannon ; while the marquis Amarillas 
overthrew the right of Davoust's army, which became 
so much discouraged, that many battalions disbanded 
themselves, the national guards deserted their colors, 
and the general announced to the convention that 
he was left with only 8000 men. Had the Spanish 
commander but known the state of his opponents, he 
naight have had the glory of restoring the cause of 
the allies: but, alas! the war had not yet brought 
out any talent on their side ; and the history of all great 
generals, from Alexander, CaBsar, and Hannibal, down 
to Marlborough, Napoleon, and Wellington, shows 
that skill in disposing troops on a field of little is only 
one of the qualifications for a commander : the arrival 
of reinforcements, sent from Toulon early in the next 
month, restored the balance between the contending 
forces; and France was rescued from peril in this 
quarter. 

At the conclusion of the campaign last year, the RepuUe 
French remained masters of Nice: an ^^P^dition g^^^^^ 
agamst Sardinia had failed; and when the season was 
sufficiently advanced, the Kedmontese army, more 
tJian 40,000 strong, was posted among the maritime 
Alps : there in the beginmng of June it was vigorously 
attacked by 25,000 republicans; who, after some 
I^ial successes, were obliged to resume their posi- 
tions, and remain on the defensive till the end of Juhr : 
^hey then made themselves masters of the Ool 
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MXVL d'Argentifere and the Col de Sauteron; so that the 
utmost terror was excited at Turin, and the 
Sardinian court was prevented from sending succors 
to Lyons. 

* The insurrection in this latter city/ says an able 
writer,^ * offered to the allies an opportunity of esta- 
blishing themsdves in the south of France, which 
could hardly have been hoped for. Had 60,000 regular 
troops, descending from the Alps, taken advantage of 
that effervescence which prevailed in Toulon, Mar- 
seilles, and Lyons, the consequences might have been 
incalculable : but such were the divisions among the 
allies, that this golden opportunity, never to recur, 
was neglected; and the court of Turin contented 
itself, during that unhoped-for diversion, with merely 
aiming at the expulsion of theFrench from the valleys of 
the Arc and the Isere : this was no difficult matter, as 
the Piedmontese were masters of the summits of Mont 
Cenis and Little St. Bernard; while the French in the 
valleys beneath were severely weakened by detach- 
ments sent to the siege of Lyons. In the middle of 
August, the Sardinian columns descended the ravines 
of St. Jean de Maurienne and Mouliers, under the 
command of general Gordon; and after some trifling 
engagements, drove the republicans from these narrow 
win<£ng valleys, and compelled them to take refuge 
under the cannon of Montmelian : but here terminateid 
the success of their feeble invasion. EeUerman, hear- 
ing of the advance of the Sardinians, left the siege 
of Lyons to general Dumuy; and, hastily returning 
to Chamberry, roused the national guards to resist- 
ance : at this moment, when his opponents were pre- 
paring to foUow up their advantages, he anticipated 
them by a brisk attack; and after a feeble resistance 
drove them from the whole ground they had gained, 
as &r as the foot of Mont Cenis. Thus a campaign, 
from which, if boldly conducted, the liberation of all 
the south-east of France might have been expected, 
terminated, after an ephemeral success, in ultimate 
disgrace.' 

* Alison, ToL ii. p. 177. 
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To these inefficient operations of the allies the xxxvi 

exertions of the French legislature formed a remark 

able contrast. The insurrection against the Girondists, yiIi^ of 
and subsequent atrocities, excited great indignation in the French 
most of the departments, especially those of the south ; «>n^«»*>®n- 
which determined to resist that tumultuous tyranny 
which existed in £he capital. Marseilles, Toulon, and 
Lyons openly espoused the cause of the Gironde: and 
d^content in the latter city went on increasing till 
the middle of July, when the infamous Chalier and 
Riard, leaders of the Jacobin club, were tried and 
executed: from that moment Lyons was declared in 
a state of insurrection; and most of the Girondist 
leaders,^ perceiving that the royalists had gained an 
ascendency, withdrew from the city. 

The convention, bs soon as it fell under the power 
of the jacobins, proceeded to establish the most demo- 
cratic constitution that ever existed: thenceforward 
the conunittee of public safety, now composed of de- 
cemvirs under Robespierre, exercised all tne powers of 
government ; ruling provinces, generals, and armies 
with despotic sway by means of its commissioners, 
and exercising, by the revolutionary tribunal, supreme 
authority over every life and fortune : this power was 
exerted to a degree at which humanity shudders, 
throughout the whole extent of France : a truer pic- 
ture of the tyranny exercised in the provinces cannot 
be exhibited, than that which was drawn by one of its 
commissioners for the information of the convention. 
* Every where,' said Laplanche, who had been sent to 
the department of Cher, * I have made terror the order 
of the day; every where I have imposed heavy contri- 
butions on tiie rich and aristocrats : from Orleans I 
have extra<5ted 50,000 francs; and in two days, at 
Bourges, I raised 2,000,000 : where I could not appear 
in person, my delegates have amply supplied my place : 
I have dismissed aSl the federalists, imprisoned all the 

* This party could never move without bein^ counteracted b^ the revolutionitts 
on one side, and the royalists on the other; it was that which contained most 
talent, but was most unfortunate in its position. Nantes, though decidedly in favor 
of the Girondists, resisted the Vendean royalists, and prevent^ their occupation of 
a city, which might have restored the cause of the constitution. 
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CHAP, suspected, put all the sans-culottes into authority: I 
have forcibly married all the priests; every where 
electrified the hearts, and inflamed the courage of the 
people : I have passed in review numerous ^ttalions 
of the national guard, to confirm their republican 
spirit; and guillotined numbers of royalists: in a 
word, I have completely fiilfiUed iny imperial man- 
date; and acted every where as a warm partisan of 
the Mountain, and a faithful representative of the 
revolution.' 

Meanwhile, the prisons of Paris contained all that 
yet remained of dignity or virtue in the republic; and 
even the assassination of the monster Marat produced 
an unfortunate result; for, though it cut off one san- 
guinary wretch, it had the effect of endearing his 
memory and policy to the populace : the blow was also 
considered to have been directed by the Gironde, and 
afforded a pretext for condenming the imprisoned 
deputies. Up to this time, speakers of moderation had 
been listened to in the assembly; but now feelings of 
increased irritation prevailed : during the trial of 
Charlotte Corday, a secret protest, signed by seventy- 
three deputies against the usurpation of the second of 
June, was discovered: they were all immediately 
arrested and thrown into prison ; from which time, the 
convention scarcely contained an element of resistance 
to the tyranny of the decemvirs: a decree of the 
assembly had vested the whole power of government 
in their hands, and they made no secret of its despotic 
nature. * You have nothing now,' said St. Just, 'to 
dread from the enemies of freedom : all we have to 
do is to make its friends triumphant; and that must 
be done at all hazards : in the critical situation of the 
republic, it is vain to re-establish the constitution; it 
would offer impunity to every attack on liberty, by 
wanting force to repress it. i ou are too fEir removed 
from conspu^acies to have the means of checking them; 
the swordi^of the law must be entrusted to surer hands; 
it must turn every where, and fall with the rapidity 
of lightning on all its enemies.' Terrible as was this 
declaration, men stiD felt that the insupportable evils 
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of anarchy could only be arrested by the sanguinary ^xxvi 
arm of despotism. 



The revolutionary tribunal was now set to work 
with steadiness and despatch : domiciliaiy visits took 
place, in search of suspected persons; and the prisons 
were filled in consequence. General Custine fell one 
of the first victims of the terrorists, and Marie 
Antoinette soon followed. The revolution of theTrWand 
thirty-first of May had been felt in its full severity by of iSriT 
the prisoners in the Temple, as well as by all the other Antoinette, 
captives in France: the wretch Hebert insisted that 
the femily of the tyrant should not be treated better 
than a family of sans-culottes : consequently a decree 
passed to withdraw from them every luxury and every 
comfort ; nor was it long that the unfortunate queen 
had the consolation of beholding her son. She herself 
was transferred from the Temple to a common dungeon 
of the Conciergerie; and after two months, was brought 
to trial: having there undergone the most unmanly 
insults, she was of course condenmed ; and on the 
sixteenth of October was conducted to the place of 
execution in a common cart, with her hands tied 
behind her, amid the execrations of an infuriated mob : 
sustained by christian hope, she looked with pity, 
rather than with indignation, on the wretches by 
whom she was surrounded ; and having ascended 
the scaffold with a firm step, she submitted to her 
fate with a fortitude worthy of her race. 

Decrees of the convention were now issued to sup- 
press all established institutions; even those of charity 
were not spared; nor was it long before the decemvirs 
proceeded to destroy their former friends: Bailly, 
Bamave, Condorcet, and the infamous duke of Orleans 
now fell : the overthrow of the Gironde extinguished 
the hopes of the republicans ; the massacre of the con- 
stitutionalists set at rest the question of a limited 
monarchy ; and according to a prophecy of Vergniaud, 
the revolution, like Saturn, was successively devouring 
its own progeny. Two parties still remained, opposed 
on different principles to the decemvirs : their destruc- 
tion became necessary, before absolute sway could be 

VOL. IV. K 
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xxxvf established : these were the anarchists, and the mode- 
— - rates : at the head of the former were Hebert, Chau- 
*^^^' mette, Clootz, Ronsin, &c., with the municipality of 
Paris; the latter were supported by Danton, Camille 
Desmoulins, Philippeau, Fabre d'Eglantine, and Wes- 
termann : the principles of this latter party were, that 
terror was to be used only for the establishment of 
freedom, not made an instrument of oppression in the 
hands of tyrants : but the anarchists carried the extra- 
vagance of cruelty, obscenity, and atheism far beyond 
even the decemvirs. Danton and his friends, especially 
Desmoulins, made great efforts to detach Robespierre 
from the sanguinary faction with whom he acted, and 
at first with an appearance of success : he had taken 
some steps toward a regular government, when he 
himself was accused of moderatism among the jacobins, 
and his popularity became endangered : with all his 
fanaticism in favor of democracy, he felt the necessity 
of religious ties to curb the unruly passions of the 
people ; and he saw that the principles of the munici- 
pality, if persisted in, would utterly disorganise society : 
with the sanguinary spirit of the times, he determined 
to suppress their infidel atrocities by extermination; 
but at the same time he thought it necessary to make 
a sacrifice to the revolutionists, in order to avoid the 
imputation of moderatism: hence he resolved to cut 
off the party that professed it, and thus to establish 
the supremacy of the committee of public safety over 
all factions in the state. An opportunity soon occurred : 
a furious quarrel arose between the anarchists and 
the moderates; when Robespierre and the munici- 
pality, profiting by the occasion, came to an under- 
standiiig between themselves, the condition of which 
was a mutual abandonment of friends : the former 
gave up Danton and his party to the vengeance of the 
municipality; the latter surrendered Hebert and his 
abettors to the decemvirs. The anarchists first fell, as 
cowardly in their deaths as they had been shameless 
in their lives : when Danton was arrested with his 
friends, his memorable words were, — ^ I now perceive 
that in revolutions the supreme power rests with the 
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most abandoned/ At his condemnation, he observed, S^^y{ 



with a prophetic spirit, — *We are sacrificed to the 
ambition of a few dastardly brigands ; but they will ^'^^* 
not long enjoy their triumph : I drag Robespierre with 
me in my fall.' After he fell, it was long before any 
voice was heard against the reign of terror whicn 
ensued: * silent and unopposed, the tyrants struck 
redoubled blows from one end of France to the other: 
the Girondists had sought to avert that fatal rule; the 
Dantonists to arrest it; and both perished in the 
attempt : they perished, because they were inferior in 
wickedness to their opponents; they fell victims to the 
huuMnity that lingered in their bosoms.'® 

In the midst of this civil strife, of which the fore- 
going is but a brief and imperfect sketch, fear became 
the principal instrument in filling the ranks of the 
national armies ; for the bayonets of the allies appeared 
to many less formidable than the guillotine of the con- 
vention : hence it was, that the republican government 
was able to oppose with effect such a variety of foes. 
It has been already observed how the fall of the 
Girondists excited a spirit of opposition to that govern- 
ment in the departments and large cities of the king- 
dom; but no where did this show itself with greater 
force than at Lyons and Marseilles : at the first intel- 
ligence, Kellerman, who commanded the army of the 
Alps, despatched general Carteaux to prevent a corps 
of 10,000 MarseiUese from forming a junction with 
the volunteers from Lyons: had that been effected, 
probably the whole south of France would have 
thrown off the yoke of the convention ; but Carteaux, 
after overawing Avignon and Pont d'Esprit, encoun- 
tered and totally defeated the troops from Marseilles : 
he then entered the city, where terror resumed its 
sway; the prisons were emptied, the leaders of the 
Girondists thrown into confinement, and the guillotine 
installed with bloody pomp. 

A large portion of the citizens, flying to Toulon, 
carried thither Mghtfiil accounts of the sufferings of 
their own city, and descanted largely on the fate which 

« Alison, vol. ii. p. 107. 
K 2 
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X XX vi ^^^*^ Toulon, if it should fisill into the hands of the 
— — — republicans. That florishing seaport was strongly 
opposed to the revolution, and contained numbers of 
marine oflBicers connected with the old government: 
being threatened by the near approach of the enemy, 
and destitute of any adeouate means of defence, its 
people saw no alternative out to open their harbor to 
the English fleet then cruising in the bay, and to pro- 
claim the dauphin as king : this accordingly was done; 
the British entered the port ; and the crews of seven 
ships of the line, which proved refractory, were per- 
mitted to retire, while the others joined the inha- 
bitants : soon afterwards, a Spanish squadron arrived 
with reinforcements ; and the allied troops, 8000 
strong, took possession of the forts. A detachment, 
ordered by Carteaux to march against the insurgents, 
was repulsed and driven back in confusion; which 
check proved the necessity of more energetic measures : 
a large proportion of the army of Italy was recalled 
from the Alps; a new levy ordered; and the plan of 
Robespierre immediately acted on, — ' that Lyons must 
be rased to the ground, and then the siege of Toulon 
commence.' 
Siege of During the whole of August and beginning of Sep- 
^°'**' tember, the siege of Lyons made but little progress; 
yet the inhabitants sent proposals of accommodation, 
which were answered by the commissioners of the 
convention with an exhortation to lay down their arms 
and deliver up the keys of their city: the besieged, 
however, were too well aware of the fate awaiting 
them, to consent to such a proposal. Extraordinary 
efforts were now made by the republicans : 100 pieces 
of cannon from the arsenals of Grenoble and Besan9on 
were mounted in battery; veteran troops were drawn 
from the army of Piedmont ; and four divisions formed, 
which pressed the outworks of the city at different 

E Dints. In a series of contests at the outer works, the 
yonnese exhibited heroic valor; but the besiegers 
prevailed, and the horrors of war at length fell on this 
devoted place : the ravages of the bombardment that 
ensued were terrific : before the end of September, 
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40,000 men were collected before the walls; and the xxxvr 

pangs of famine began to be felt; shortly afterwards ; — 

the garrison of Valenciennes arrived, and Couthon ^^^^* 
came up with more than 20,000 rude mountaineers 
from Auvergne. 

The hopes of the citizens had chiefly rested on a Capture of 
diversion from the side of Savoy, where the Piedmon- ^^^*' 
tese troops were slowly assembling for offensive ope- 
rations ; but their expectations were cruelly disap- 
pointed in the disgraceful retreat of the Sardinian 
army, which thus lost an opportunity more favorable 
for the royalist party in the south of France than was 
ever again to occur. Though deserted by allies un- 
worthy of the name, the inhabitants bravely sustained 
a bombardment of unexampled severity; but no efforts 
could finally avert their fate : the convention, irritated 
by the slow progress of the siege, deposed Kellerman, 
and gave the command to general Doppet, with orders 
to reduce Lyons instantly by fire and sword: the 
savage Couthon also was invested with despotic power 
over the other generals; and he determined to storm 
the city with all his disposable forces. On the twenty- 
ninth of September, every intrenchment between the 
assailants and the besieged was in the possession of 
the former; and the last moment of Lyons seemed at 
hand : still the foe was driven back by the heroic 
Precy and his undaunted band, with a loss of 2000 
men; but all was in vain; famine prevailed; the city 
was obliged to capitulate; and on the tenth of October 
the republicans entered in triumph: but the troops 
were made to observe strict discipline, and the inhabit- 
ants began to indulge a fleeting hope that humanity 
might touch the hearts of their conquerors. They little 
knew the bitterness of republican hatred : Lyons was 
not intended to be spared; it was only reserved for 
cold-blooded vengeance : a decree came forth to abolish 
the very name of a city which had dared to war 
against freedom ; a commission of five was appointed 
to inflict the punishment, at the head of which were 
Couthon and CoUot d'Herbois; the former of whom 
was to preside x>ver the destruction of the edifices; 
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xxxvi *^^ latter, a fit instrumeiit of revolutionary fiiry, over 
'-that of the inhabitants: ten years before he had been 
hissed, as a wretched actor, off the stage of Lyons; 
and he now returned to gratify a revenge which had 
ever since been rankling in his bosom. Considering 
the daily execution of his victims by the guillotine as 
too tardy a display of that republican vengeance, which 
he declared ought to be as the * explosion of a mine, 
the ravages of fire, or the rapidity of lightning,' he 
prepared a new and simultaneous method of punish- 
ment. Sixty captives, of both sexes, were led out, 
bound together, to the place of execution : there they 
were arranged in two files, with a deep ditch on eacn 
side, intended for their grave ; while gendarmes, with 
uplifted sabres, threatened instant death to any who 
should stir from their position: at one extremity of 
the files, two cannons, loaded with grape shot, were 
placed so as to enfilade the whole ; and at a given 
signal the discharge was made : few were so fortunate 
as to obtain death at the first fire; the greater part 
were merely mutilated ; broken limbs, torn off by the 
shot, were scattered about in aU directions ; and tor- 
rents of blood ran into the ditches : a second and third 
discharge were insufficient to complete the work of 
destruction; until the gendarmes themselves, unable 
to withstand the piercing shrieks of the victims, dis- 
patched them with their sabres. At one time, more 
than 200 prisoners were tied together by a strong 
cord, which was made fast to trees in a large meadow, 
where numerous piquets of soldiers were disposed so as 
to commence a fire upon them ; while the fiends, CoUot 
d'Herbois and Fouch^,^ enjoyed the spectacle at a 
distance by means of their telescopes : another fiisil- 
lade was executed, under the windows of an hotel on 
the quay, for the amusement of Fouch^, who, with 
thirty jacobins and twenty courtesans, was engaged at 
dinner. During the course of five months, 6000 persons 
perished by the executioner; and more than double 
that number were driven into exile : the bodies of the 
slain were launched in such numbers into the Rhone, 

' Afterwards duke of Otranto. 
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that its waters were poisoned, and the danger of a ^xx vf 



contagion at length obliged the monster CoUot d'Her 
bois to commit them to the earth. With regard to the 
destruction of edifices in this fine city, it was conducted 
in the following manner: Couthon, attended by a 
crowd of satellites, traversed the different quarters, 
and with a silver hammer struck at the door of each 
devoted mansion, exclaiming, ^Rebellious house, I 
strike thee in the name of the law;' on which, the 
agents of destruction instantly surrounded, and level- 
led it to the ground : the palaces and public buildings 
thus demolished were among the fiuaest in France; 
and the loss was estimated at more than £700,000. 
One of the first steps taken had been to close the 
churches, slay or banish the priests, and extinguish 
every vestige of religion : at a fete given by CoUot 
d'Herbois and Fouch^, in honor of the infamous Cha- 
lier, an ass was lAade to walk in procession, bearing 
the most sacred emblems of christian worship to an 
altar, on which Ian oath was taken to avenge the death 
of the republican Chalier by bloody sacrifices : at the 
same time, a fire was lighted on the altar, to which 
the crucifiix and the gospel were committed; the con- 
secrated bread was trampled under the feet of the mob, 
and the ass compelled to drink out of the communion 
cup: after this, the procession traversed the streets 
with an ambulatory guiUotine; singing obscene songs, 
and exclaiming, a bos les aristocrats! vive la guiUotine! 

This recital may be sufficient to give tjie reader siege of 
some idea of the atrocities committed by French re- ''^°"^°°* 
publicans ; although even those at Lyons were exceeded 
in some other parts of France. The troops, which had 
been engaged in the siege of that unhappy city were 
unmediately removed to Toulon ; twelve battalions of 
the army of Italy were added to their ranks; and 
inore than 40,000 men were soon assembled under its 
walls. This city presented great difficulties to be 
overcome, being on the land side backed by a ridge of 
tills, surmounted with strong fortifications : these 
posts, however, though formidable to attacking forces, 
were sure, if taken, to become still more dangerous to 
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xxxvi *^^ besieged, feince the greater part of the city and 
harbor lay within range of their cannon; the hill of 
Faron and the Hauteur de Grasse were the principal 
points on which the defence of the place depended. 
An important pass in front of the works, called the 
defile of Ollioulles, had been early occupied by an 
English detachment; but its defence having been im- 
prudently committed to some Spanish troops, Carteaux 
recovered it in the beginning of September, and the 
republican videttes were pushed up to the exterior 
works. 

Every exertion was made, during the respite aflforded 
bv the siege, to strengthen the fortifications of this 
cily ; but the regular force was too small : the English 
did not exceed 6000 men; and little reliance could 
be placed on the motley crowd of Spaniards, Neapo- 
litans, and Piedmontese, who composed the remainder 
of the garrison. The hopes of the inhabitants depended 
on powerful reinforcements from Austria and England; 
but their expectations were miserably disappointed: 
in the mean time, fort Eguillette, at the extremity of 
the promontory which shuts in the lesser harbor, was 
strongly fortified ; and though little could be said for 
the umon of the commanders within the city, their 
enterprises in sallies and skirmishes were so far suc- 
cessful, that the French began to be alarmed at the 
slow progress of the siege; especially as a dearth of 
provisions was beginning to be felt among them : the 
commissioners, Barras and Freron, even wrote from 
Marseilles to the convention, advising that it should be 
raised, and the army withdrawn beyond the Durance: 
but while weaker minds were beginning to despair, 
talents of the first order were at hand to achieve the 
conquest of Toulon. Napoleon Bonaparte, at this time 
a captain of artillery, was sent to the scene of action; 
and having visited the posts of the besieging army, 
could not conceal his surprise at the proofs of inca- 
pacity which he beheld : under his direction, a totally 
different plan was adopted by the council of war; and 
the youth, by whom it was projected, received full 
powers to carry it into effect: he rallied round him 
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many excellent artillery officers and soldiers; brought SS^yi 
against the city more than 200 pieces of cannon ; and 
stationed them so advantageously, as to annoy the 
British vessels in the roads, even before he had con- 
structed those batteries on which he depended for 
reducing forts Mulgrave and Malbosquet, by which 
ihey were principally defended. 

In the mean time, general Doppet, formerly a 
physician, had succeeded Carteaux, whose incapacity 
could be no longer concealed; and he, in his turn, 
being found incapable, was superseded by Dugommier, 
a veteran who had seen fifty years of service : from 
that time, the artillery officer, having secured the full 
confidence of his commander, had no doubt of success ; 
though to secure it he used the utmost vigilance and 
exertion, exposing his person to every risk in the 
service. On one of these occasions, it is related, that 
while he was superintending the construction of a 
battery, which the British endeavored to interrupt by 
their fire, he called out for some person who could 
write, as he wished to dictate an order : a young soldier 
mstantly stepped from the ranks, and tating the 
paper, rested it on the breastwork, where he calmly 
executed his task : the letter, however, was scarcely 
finished, when a shot from the enemy's battery 
covered it with earth : * thank you,' said the military 
secretary; *we shall not want sand this time.' The 
gaiety and courage of the remark fixed Bonaparte's 
attention on the young man, who was the celebrated 
Junot, afterwards created duke of Abrantes: during 
this siege also were discovered the talents of his 
faithful adherent Duroc, by that sagacity which 
enabled the ftiture conqueror of Europe to remark 
and attach to himself those persons, whose abilities 
were most capable of rendering him service. 

Notwithstanding the influence which Napoleon 
had acquired, he still found his measures occasionally 
thwarted by the conmiissioners sent from the con- 
vention, Freron, Ricors, Salicetti, and the younger 
Robespierre: but he exerted all his patience; and 
having gained the good opinion of the two latter, he 
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xxxvi ^^*riv^d *^ conduct the works according to his own 
plan : the presumption, however, of these dignitaries 
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became the means of accelerating his operations. It 
was his intention to complete his works against fort 
Mulgrave before he opened a large battery, constructed 
with great secresy, against Malbosquet; so that he 
might confound the besieged by a more extended 
assault : his operations had been shrouded by an olive 
plantation; but Messrs. Freron and Robespierre, in 
visiting the military posts, stumbled on this masked 
battery; and having no notion that four large mortars 
and eight twenty-four pounders should remain idle, 
ordered them instantly to open on Malbosquet. 

General O'Hara, confounded at finding that im- 
portant post exposed to so unexpected and formidable 
a fire, made a sally, with 3000 men, to carry the 
battery: this was at first successful; but the English, 
in full confidence of victory, pursuing the discomfited 
foe too far, were attacked m turn by a strong body of 
troops which Napoleon had rallied : in the hot skirmish 
that ensued, he received a bayonet wound in the thigh ; 
but the English were thrown into irretrievable con- 
fusion, and forced back ; leaving their general a prisoner 
in the hands of the enemy. It is singular, that, 
during a long warfare, Bonaparte was never personally 
engaged with British troops, except in this his first, 
and in his last battle at Waterloo. 

The whole force of the besiegers was now directed 
against the British redoubt, in the centre of the works 
on the neck of land called Eguillette, which was con- 
sidered the key of the defence in that quarter : after a 
long and incessant fire fi'om five batteries, the repub- 
licans advanced to the assault on the seventeenth of 
December; but were received with such a tremendous 
discharge of grape and musketry, that the ditch was 
filled with the dead and dying; while Dugommier, as 
he saw the troops fly in confusion, exclaimed, * I am 
a lost man.' Renewed efforts with fresh forces, how- 
ever, prevailed : the Spaniards, to whom part of the 
line was entrusted, gave way ; the British detachment 
was surrounded ; and 300 of them fell, gallantly de- 
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fending their post : to maintain the exterior works was xxxvi 
now impracticable; accordingly, all the allied troops- 
were withdrawn during the night from the promontory 
to the defence of the town : nor were the republicans 
less successfiil at the other extremity of the line; 
where a general attack was made on the extensive 
range of posts which crowned the mountain of Faron. 
On the eastern side, indeed, they were repulsed; but 
on the north, where the hill is nearly 1800 feet in 
height, steep, rocky, and seemingly inaccessible, they 
made good their ascent; and when the allies were 
beginning to congratulate themselves on the defeat of 
what they deemed the main attack, they saw the 
heights above them bristling with bayonets, and the 
tri-colored flag waving on the highest peak of the 
mountain. 

These conquests, projected by the genius of Napo- 
leon, decided the fate of Toulon ; for the harbor now 
became untenable. Sir Samuel Hood alone, in a 
hurried council of war, strongly urged immediate 
efforts to regain the lost outworks; but his advice was 
overruled by the other officers : instant measures were 
accordingly taken for the evacuation of the place, 
which the panic of the foreign troops, especially the 
Neapolitans, would have rendered still more disastrous 
than it proved, without the admirable courage of the 
British seamen. 

DreadM indeed were the feelings of the wretched 
mhabitants, as with anxious eyes they watched the 
embarkation of our sick and wounded; and when the 
&tal truth could be no longer concealed, that thev 
were about to be abandon^ despair and anguish 
wning every heart : the streets soon exhibited a 
Kghtful scene of confusion; in many, the jacobins 
were already firing on flying bands of women and 
children; and the quays were filled with a miserable 
crowd loudly supplicating to be saved from their 
unplacable foes; nor was any time lost in taking as 
^^^^y as possible into the vessels appointed for that 
purpose: upwards of 14,000 j^ersons accepted this 
luelancholy refuge. 
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xxxvi ^* ^^ ^^ resolved that the arsenal, and naval 

'- stores, with such ships as were not ready for sea, 

^^^^' should be destroyed: this, however, was a service 
of great danger; for the republicans were pressing 
fast on the retreating forces, and their shot already 
began to plunge into the harbor. The task was en- 
trusted to the dauntless intrepidity of sir Sydney 
Smith, who executed it with a degree of order and 
precision that seemed marvellous under existing cir- 
cumstances : at midnight he proceeded to the arsenal, 
where he found a large body of gaUey-slaves, mostly 
unfettered, and disposed to dispute his entrance into 
the dock-yard; but by placing a British sloop so that 
its guns enfiladed the quay, he was enabled to overawe 
them : the assistance of the Spaniards had been offered, 
and accepted, to scuttle and sink two large ships used 
as powder magazines, and to destroy a part of the 
disabled fleet. At eight in the evening, a fireshipwas 
towed into the harbor; and in a few hours afterwards 
the flames began to ascend : as the conflagration 
acquired strength, it assumed the appearance of an 
immense volcano, amidst which were distinctly seen 
masts and yards of burning vessels, throwing light on 
advancing bodies of republican troops, and illuminating 
the distant mountains wdth a red and fearfiil glare: 
the jacobins now began to rise en masse against the 
flying royalists : horrid cries and yells of vengeance 
were mingled with screams and supplications from 
the remaining fugitives; until a shock like that of an 
earthquake, which was quickly succeeded by a similar 
explosion, caused for some time an avdul and universal 
silence. This addition to the terrors of the scene was 
occasioned by the lukewarmness or timidity of the 
Spaniards, who set fire to the magazines, instead of 
scuttling them: neither were they successful in de- 
stroying the other ships committed to their charge, 
which fell into the hands of the French veiy little 
Capture of damaged.® In spite of the burning embers falling in 

• Three ships of the line only, and three frigates, were brought away by the 
British ; though the total number taken or destroyed was eighteen of the linef 
nine frigates, and eleven corvettes : seven ships of the line, and eleven frigatei 
were saved to the republicans by the bad conduct of the Spaniards— the most 
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all directions, the republican soldiers rushed toward xxxvi. 
the harbor, and beheld the conflagration with an in — 
dignation that soon vented itself on the surviving 
royalists; whose screams, mingling with the roar of 
cannon, announced that all hope was gone : for twenty- 
four hours the wretched inhabitants became a prey to 
the brutality of the troops ; and, still worse, to that 
of the galley-slaves, let loose against this devoted city: 
but a stop was at length put to these horrors by a 
ransom of 4,000,000 francs raised among the citizens; 
of whom, nevertheless, an immense number perished 
in a few weeks: 200 were for a considerable time 
beheaded daily; the inhuman mitriUades of Lyons 
were repeated; and 12,000 laborers were hired from 
the surrounding districts to demolish the public edifices : 
so terminated this memorable campaign, in which the 
star of Napoleon rose, as it set, amidst scenes of car- 
nage and horror indescribable. The frank old veteran, 
Dugonamier, strongly recommended the young artillery 
officer to the notice of the convention; pointedly 
adding, * that if neglected, he would assuredly force 
his own way up.' He was, accordingly, placed on the 
list for promotion, and confirmed in a provisional ap- 
pointment of chef de bataillon in the army of Italy; 
but before he joined that army, he exhibited great 
talent and assiduity, in surveymg and fortifying the 
French coast along the Mediterranean. 

The capture of Toulon crushed every hope of re- 
sistance against the jacobins in the south of France; 
whikt all dangers arising from an ill-concerted and 
ill-directed confederacy Imd been warded off in other 
quarters, by the energy of the committee of public 
^fety, by the military genius of Camot, and by the 
influx of talent, courage, and numbers from all classes 
and districts into the ranks of the army. In the begin- 
ning of this contest, the allies had the advantage both 
in numbers and discipline; yet their discipline was no 
jnatch for that spirit which the revolution had infused 
into their antagonists ; while their adherence to the 

^toward'people to manage that the whole world contains. They had also sent 
five ships of the line to Rochefort at the beginning of the siege. 



1793. 



142 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

xxxvi ^^^ system of warfare, and the policy of merely keeping 
up their contingents, soon exposed them to dispersion 
or annihilation from that accumulating stream, which 
the overthrow of all pacific employments sent into the 
French armies, and which enabled them to realise the 
new method of concentrating force, and bearing down 
with destructive effect on the weakened line of their 
opponents: thus was revolutionised France left free 
to act and to conquer ; in which course she was assisted 
no less by the internal state of her own country, than 
by that of Europe in general. If the comnuttee of 
public safety consolidated the discordant materials of 
the revolution, and converted the reign of terror into 
a school of conquest; the different sovereigns of the 
continent had no moral influence which they could 
oppose to the republican energy of their irritated foe: 
the curse of Poland lay heavy on the principal crowned 
heads of Europe; separate and selfish interests dis- 
concerted their coalitions ; no healthy system of finance, 
like that of England, had been established in a single 
state; and the people generally groaned under feudal 
burdens, military tyranny, and political abuses of 
every description : the invaders held out to them de- 
liverance from oppression, with renovation from a state 
of torpidity and decay : the spark was thrown into a 
combustible mass of discontent, and the explosion soon 
cast the greater part of continental Europe into the 
arms of France. 

On the 19th of June, the first encounter between 
two frigates of the hostile nations, took place in the 
channel; when La Nymphe, of 36 guns, and 240 men, 
commanded by captain Edward Pellew, captured the 
Cleopatra, of 40 guns, and 320 men ; one of the finest 
ships of her class, and commanded by one of the ablest 
officers in the French service. The Cleopatra had 
been a year in commission, and her crew well trsdned 
by captain Mullon, who had taken a prominent part 
in the actions with sir Edward Hughes, in the East 
Indies, and was the inventor of a code of signals then 
used along the French coast: but La Nymphe had 
been only a few weeks in commission, and was manned 



GEORGE III. 143 

almost wholly with landsmen, not having more than a ^^xvi ' 
dozen able seamen on board : at daybreak the enemy's — - — '- 
ship was descried; and as she made no attempt to 
escape, La Nymphe came up with her about six 
o'clock in the evening ; and as captain Pellew perceived 
the admirable style in which the Cleopatra was handled, 
and was conscious of his own disadvantage, from the 
inexperience of his ship's company, he determined to 
avail himself of the power which the enemy's gallantry 
afforded him, to bring on a close action, and let courage 
decide it : at this time, the ships were so near to each 
other, that the captains mutually hailed; after which 
the crew of La Nymphe shouted * Long live king 
George !' and gave three hearty cheers: ' Vive la Re- 
publique!' was the reply of the Frenchmen; while a 
sailor ran up the main rigging, and nailed a cap of 
liberty to the mast-head. Both frigates then com- 
menced a furious cannonade, which they maintained 
without intermission about three quarters of an hour, 
running before the wind, under top-gallant sails, and 
very closed* to each other : at a little before seven, the 
mizen-mast of the Cleopatra fell, and soon afterwards 
her wheel was shot away: thus rendered unmanage- 
able, she came round with her bow to La Nymphe's 
broadside, her jib-boom pressing against the main- 
mast. Captain Pellew, seeing her disabled state, in- 
stantly gave orders to board; when a division of his 
men rushed through the main-deck ports of their an- 
tagonist, and fought their way along the gangways 
to the quarter-deck: the republicans, though much 
superior in numbers, could not resist the impetuosity 
of this attack; but all fled below, or submitted; and 
the pendant of the Cleopatra was quickly hauled down. 
The loss was severe on both sides ; and, in proportion 
to the respective crews, nearly equal ; the British 
frigate having fifty, the French sixty-three killed and 
wounded : captain Mullon was struck by a cannon 
ball, which carried away great part of his left hip ; 
yet even at that dreadful moment he felt the import- 
ance of destroying the signals which he carried in his 
pocket; but in his dying agony, took out his com- 
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xxxvL mission by mistake, and expired in the act of devouring 
it; a trait of heroic patriotism which has seldom been 
surpassed: these signals, so valuable as long as the 
enemy was ignorant of our possessing them, were 
delivered to the admiralty by captain Pellew, who 
was knighted for this gsdlant action. Toward the 
end of the year, the French fitted out a number of 
fidgates, which cruised at the entrance of the channel, 
chiefly in small squadrons, and inflicted serious inju- 
ries on our trade and shipping : but owing to the 
representations of sir Edward Pellew, an independent 
squadron of frigates was formed, for the purpose of 
checking these cruisers, and the command given to 
sir J. Borlase Warren; the general rendezvous being 
appointed at Falmouth. Such, it is said,^ was the 
origin of our western squadrons, which, from their 
eminent success and character of dashing enterprise, 
became the most popular service in the navy; and as 
a school for officers and seamen, were invaluable: 
almost all their captains rose to high distinction; and 
a list of flag-officers may be traced in connexion with 
them, such as perhaps was never formed by any other 
service of the same extent. 

* Life of Lord Exmouth, p. 94. 
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GEORGE IIL (CONTINUED.)— 1794. 

State of the navies of France and England — Meeting of the British 
parliaments — State of political parties — Lord Mornington's speech 
in fiivor of Mr. Pitt's views — Answered by Sheridan — ^Vote for 
the continuance of war — Supplies, &c. — Clase of Messrs. Muir 
and Palmer — Also of the secretary and two delegates of the 
Scotch convention — Motions by Mr. Adam to revise the Scotch 
criminal law — English agitators — London corresponding society, 
and constitutional society — Great increase of the union, &c. — 
Interference of government — Hardy, Home Tooke, and others 
arrested and sent to the Tower on a charge of high treason- 
Suspension of the habeas corpus act — Introduction of foreign 
troops into England — Augmentation of militia and fencible 
forces — ^Voluntary subscriptions solicited — Motion on the subject 
in parliament — Bills for volunteer corps and enlistment of French 
emigrants — Bill for cutting down sinecures and pensions, &c. 
rejected — Motion on the subject of la Fayette —Subsidy to the 
king of Prussia — Subsidy to Sardinia — Mr. Canning — Slave 
trade — ^Report on the trial of Mr. Hastings — Ministerial appoint- 
ments — Corsica annexed to the British crown — Lord Macart- 
ney's embassy to China — Trials at Lancaster and Edinburgh — 
Prisoners in the Tower indicted — Reports of conspiracies — Trial 
of Hardy— Of Home Tooke— Effects of their acquittal— British 
conquests in the West Indies-^Conquest of Corsica — Military 
operations on the continent — Meeting of the British parliament 
—Debates on the address. 

Whilb such changes were prepared in France for state of 
continental Europe, a very different fate awaited the £^1** " 
naval armaments of that country : the very circum- navies, 
stances which augmented her military resources, 
destroyed those of her navy; since fleets require 
nautical habits, commercial wealth, and nurseries for 
seamen: so that, fix)m the very first, the maritime 
superiority of Great Britain became apparent in all 

VOL. IV. L 
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xxxvii P^^*'^? except that of naval architecture, where our 
■' antagonists had, and retained through the whole war, 

1794. J • J J • 

a decided pre-eminence. 

France at the beginning of the contest possessed 
seventy-five ships of the line and seventy frigates; 
but most of the officers, being royalists, had resigned 
or emigrated; and their successors were of inferior 
grades, deficient both in experience and in nautical 
skill. England had 129 ships of the line, and more 
than 100 frigates : she was adso enabled to put ninety 
of each class immediately into commission, by drawing 
hardy tars from the almost inexhaustible stores of her 
merchant service and fisheries : unable, however, as 
the French were to face our naval squadrons, they 
greatly annoyed our trade, by innumerable privateers, 
which the large capital, thrown out of commerce, 
encouraged them to prepare. 
Meeting of The British parliament assembled on the twenty- 
par lament ^^^^ ^£ January; and the diversities of political opinion 
continued to exhibit themselves in three principal 
parties, though a little varied by the course of events: 
a few members, with Burke at their head, deemed war 
against regicides indispensably 'necessary, until mo- 
narchy should be restored : a Larger number reckoned 
warlike measures unwise from the beginning, knowing 
that their continuance would drive France to desperate 
exertions and important conquests : to repel her 
armies, they said, similar armies were to be found; to 
resist her force, similar force was to be produced: if 
war must be prosecuted, French means were to be 
used in order to render it successfid : before we could 
act on equal terms, our constitution mufit be in sub- 
stance destroyed ; private property thrown into a public 
stock; all persons, as weU as all fortunes, put into a 
state of requisition; and the British cabinet reduced 
to a committee of public safety :^ besides, it was asked, 
for what purpose was the continuance of war? The 
professed objects of it had been obtained in the 
deliverance of Holland, and expulsion of the French 
from the Netherlands, unless we proposed to restore 

1 See 'Lord Laaderdale's Letters to the Peers of Scotland,' p. 257. 
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the Bourbon monarchy; which intention ministers did j^^^j. 

not profess: so that we were now fighting without -^ 

any design. The more numerous body, led by the ^ ^^" 
premier, maintained that the objects of the war were, 
and uniformly had been, the same ; the security of 
Great Britain, and general tranquillity: the present 
dreadful system of France was totally incompatible 
with these objects; and in its nature could not last; 
for the people, if properly supported, would revolt 
against a government so tyrannical, so rapacious, so 
desolating. 'We are called,' said Mr. Pitt, in his 
speech on the twenty-first, 'to witness the political 
and moral phenomenon of a mighty civilised people 
turned into a horde of artificial banditti, throwing off 
all the restraints which influence men in social life; 
displaying a savage valor directed by a sanguinary 
spirit; forming rapine and destruction into a system; 
and perverting to detestable purposes all the talents 
and ingenuity which they derived from their advanced 
state of civilisation: with the rulers of this nation we 
cannot make peace; all the successive parties, which 
have prevailed from the deposition of the king, how- 
ever adverse to each other, have agreed in hostility 
to this country.' 

Pitt was ably supported by lord Momington, who 
represented the French as having views of aggran- 
disement unlimited, springing from principles subver- 
sive of all regular government : he quoted their writ- 
ings, to show their inveterate hostility against Great 
Britain; though a surer proof existed in their conduct, 
uniformly hostile to this and every other nation within 
their reach. With regard to the probability of success, 
he thought that the efforts of the republicans arose 
from causes which could not last long; since the 
dreadfiil fiire lighted up among them must be consum- 
ing fast the fuel by which it was norished : their ex- 
penditure was enormous; their finances must speedily 
be exhausted; and then they would succumb to the 
just and systematic exertions of the allies; but it was 
only by warlike efforts that we could secure ourselves 
from the inroads of revolutionary France : in propor* 

L 2 
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xxxvir *^^^ ^ ^^^ system of tyranny wasted national property, 

^she must endeavor to repair her finances by foreign 

^ ^^' plunder: it must be her interest to propagate those 
doctrines by which she subsists at hodie, and subvert 
every constitution which forms a disadvantageous 
contrast to her own absurdities. This speech of his 
lordship was answered at great length and with great 
spirit by Sheridan; and, as it was evident that the 
whig seceders would soon yield to the persuasion of 
Burke, and accept office under the present administra- 
tion, his speech overflowed with indignation at such 
instances of desertion, when the coincidence of worldly 
advantage with a change of sentiment would render it 
difficult to decide on the sincerity or disinterestedness 
of the converts.^ Lord Momington, having con- 
trasted the privations and sacrifices demanded of the 
French by their minister of finance, with those required 
of the British nation, Mr. Sheridan, in reply, observed — 
' The noble lord need not remind us that there is no 
great danger of our chancellor of the exchequer making 
any such experiment. I can more easily fancy another 
sort of speech from our prudent minister : I can more 
easily conceive him modestly comparing himself with 
his rival, and saying; — Do I demand of you, wealthy 
citizens, to lend your hoards to government without 
interest? on the contrary, when I shall come to pro- 
pose a loan, there is not a man of you, to whom I shall 
not hold out at least a job in every part of the sub- 
scription, and a usurious profit on every pound you 
devote to the necessities of your country : — do I 
demand of vou, my fellow placemen and brother 
pensioners, that you should sacrifice any part of your 
stipends to the public exigency? On the contrary, am 
I not daily increasing your emoluments and your 
numbers, in proportion as the country becomes unable 
to provide for you ? — do I require of you, my latest 
and most zealous proselvtes; of you who have come 
over to me for the special purpose of supporting the 

* Charles Fox used to say, * I could give credit for sincerity to several of the 
alarmists ; bat somehow or other they always get places or pensioDS by their new 
opinions.* 
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war; a war, on the success of which you solemnly ^xvih 
protest that the salvation of Britain, and of civil — — 
society itself, depends; — do I require of you, that you ^^ ^' 
should make a temporary sacrifice, in the cause of 
human nature, of the greater part of your private 
incomes? No, gentlemen, I scorn to take advantage 
of your eager zeal; and to prove that I think the sin- 
cerity of your attachment to me needs no such test, I 
will make your interest co-operate with your princi- 
ples ; I will quarter many of you on the public supply, 
instead of calling on you to contribute to it; and 
while their whole thoughts are absorbed in patriotic 
apprehensions for their country, I will dexterously 
force on others the favorite objects of their vanity or 
ambition.' After proceeding at considerable length in 
a similar strain, he asked, — ^ What is the language 
spoken by the actions of those who seem to have no 
direct object of office or profit? The throne is in 
danger! we will support the throne; but let us share 
in the snules of royalty. The order of nobility is in 
danger! I will fight for nobility, says the viscount; 
but my zeal would be much greater if I were made an 
earl. Rouse all the marquis within me, exclaims the 
earl; and the peerage never turned forth a more 
undaunted champion in its cause than I shall prove. 
Stain my green ribbon blue, cries an illustrious Imight, 
and the fountain of honor will have a fast and faithful 
servant. What are the people to think of our sin- 
cerity? what credit are they to give to our professions? 
is this system to be persevered in? is there nothing 
that whispers to the right honorable gentleman, that 
the crisis is too big, that the times are too gigantic, to 
be ruled by the little, hackneyed, and every-day means 
of ordinary corruption?' 

A great majority in parliament, convinced that 
peace could not be preserved with the present rulers 
of France; and feeling confident, from their ignorance 
of republican enthusiasm and its creative effects, that 
the resources of that country must soon be exhausted, 
voted for the continuance of the war, and for its 
vigorous prosecution. Fox, Sheridan, lord Lansdowne, 
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^^^^•j^ lord Lauderdale, and others persevered in maintain- 
— — — ing its inexpediency, as well as the improbability of 
our success : they denied that France had been hostile 
toward us; they foretold her career of conquests, and 
prophesied disappointment to this nation, like that 
which it experienced at the end of the American con- 
test: they repeated their arguments, both on direct 
motions for peace,^ and on various other questions 
connected with the war; but they produced no eflSect 
on parliamentary majorities. A supply of 85,000 
seamen, including 12,115 marines, was voted, on the 
motion of lord Arden, for the service of the present 
year, as well as 60,244 land forces : the total number 
under arms in the British dominions, including fenci- 
bles and militia, amounted to 140,000 men, beside 
40,000 foreign soldiers in our pay. To meet these 
extraordinary exertions, a loan of £11,000,000 was 
voted by parliament: so early in the contest was that 
dangerous system adopted of laying on posterity the 
burdens of the present time. 
Mdr Md Next to peace and war, questions relating to inter- 
Paimer. ual discoutcut, projccts of innovation, and prosecutions 
of their abettors, occupied a large share of parliamen- 
tary attention. In Scotland, two active agitators of 
political change, Messrs. Muir and Palmer,* had been 
last year tried as seditious persons, for distributing 
Paine's * Rights of Man,' and other works of evil ten- 
dency; as well as for composing and promoting ad- 
dresses, or making harangues against the constituted 
authorities, and exhorting the people to resist what 
they called oppression. No objection having been made 
to the evidence, the jury brought in a verdict of guilty 
against each; and as in Scotland, the sentence, in 
cases of sedition, then rested with the judges as far as 
transportation, the punishment which they thought 
proper to inflict was for the term of fourteen years. 
As both gentlemen possessed good moral characters, 
and were thought to have been led away by enthu- 

' Ag on February 17 by the marquis of Lansdowne, and on May 30 by the duke 
of Bedford, in the upper, and Mr. Fox, in the lower house. 
* The former an advocate, the latter a dissenting preacher. 
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siasm rather than malignity, this punishment excited ^^^^^^ 

much compassion for their fate : indeed, by some emi- 

nent members of the law in Scotland it was thought ^^^** 
that there had been an assumption of power not allowed 
by the statute, regarding that species of sedition for 
which they were indicted :^ others, not competent to 
enter on the question of law, censured the judges for 
adopting the highest punishment which, on their own 
hypothesis, they could adopt : many, however, con- 
ceived that the castigation was fully merited, and would 
be useful as an example. 

Toward the end of October, an association of per- 
sons, entertaining extravagant notions of reform, 
similar to those of Messrs. Muir and Pahner, met at 
Edinburgh, and styled themselves the Scotch conven- 
tion of delegates, for obtaining annual parliaments and 
universal suflfrage : besides, they foolishly adopted 
many of the forms and names of the French conven- 
tion ; accosting each other by the term citizen, divid- 
ing themselves into sections, appointing committees of 
organisation, of instruction, of finance, &c., and dating 
their proceedings from the first year of the British 
convention, one and indivisible. Having associated 
together for the ostensible purpose of parliamentanr 
reform, they soon began to aim at an equality of poh- 
tical privileges; which was claimed as an inherent 
right : they also concerted measures for assembling 
delegates from other innovating clubs, especially from 
the London corresponding society, whenever it should 
be necessary to act, in consequence of any measures of 
precaution or coercion which the government might 
adopt; and they were fully prepared to carry their 
doctrines of resistance into action. Emboldened by 
increasing numbers, they soon began openly to avow 
their designs, when ministers thought it was time to 
interrupt them; and on the fifth and sixth of Decem- 
ber, the Edinburgh magistrates seized their papers, 

^ They were tried on an accusation of leasing-making, or stirring up sedition, 
by spreading false reports between the king and his subjects. It was contended, 
that the punishment annexed to this crime by the law of Scotland was outlawry, 
not transportation; that the judges might exile them from Scotland; but that 
was all. 



152 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

xxxYiL ^^^ *^^ "^*^ custody several of the leading members : 
— — — three were brought to trial before the high court of 
justiciary ; namely, William Skirving the secretary, and 
two London delegates, Maurice Margarot and Joseph 
Gerald ; all of whom were found guilty, and sentenced 
to transportation for fourteen years : but this judgment 
incurred the same extensive censure as that against 
Muir and Palmer; the conduct of the judges being 
blamed, not only by democrats, but by the constitu- 
tional opponents of government. The convicted per- 
sons were now on board transports at Woolwich, 
among other offenders destined for Botany-bay; and 
not a few, even of the party well-affected toward 
ministers, though they admitted that the judgment 
was just, still deprecated the severity of their treat- 
ment: a stronger ground, however, was taken up in 
parliament; where it was maintained that the sentence 
was not legal, and that the criminal jurisprudence of 
Scotland required a revision, which should render it 
more definite and precise, and should put it on the 
same footing with the penal law of England. Motions 
to this intent were brought forward by Mr. Adam, a 
barrister of considerable eminence, well acquainted 
both with the English and Scottish law. 

His first proposition, introduced to the house on the 
fourth of February, was to establish an appeal from 
the high court of justiciary to the lords; with a clause 
inserted, subjecting the sentences of 1793 to the pro- 
jected revisal. The motion was opposed, as being a 
change in the law existing before and since the union; 
also as an innovation uncalled for by a majority 
among the inhabitants of Scotland, satisfied of the 
excellence of the law as it now stood; it was impolitic 
therefore and hazardous to change such a system for 
one that was untried and of doubtful operation, not 
sought for by the people for whose benefit it was in- 
tended : after a great display therefore of legal and 
political ability by the mover, his supporters, and 
nis opponents,^ the motion was negatived by 126 
votes against 31. 

• P«r1iginentary Debates, February 4, 1794. 
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Defeated in the question of appeal, Mr. Adam next SS^S;. 
moved for a copy of the record in the trials of Muir - — ~ 
and Pahner; and, on the tenth of March, he proposed *^^' 
a revision of their sentence ; undertaking to prove that 
by the law of Scotland the crime imputed to them of 
leasing-making, was only subject to fine, imprison- 
ment, or banishment, not to transportation; also that 
the acts attributed to those gentlemen did not amount 
even to that crime : he supported his legal positions 
with extensive knowlege, judicial and historical; en- 
deavoring to establish them by statute, analogy, and 
precedent, as well as by civil and political reasons; 
showing that the acts, cases, and decisions which he 
brought forward, were not detached and isolated, but 
all resulting from the same spirit and principles, esta- 
blished in the best times and by the best authority : he 
also contended that transportation beyond the seas 
could not be a part of the Scottish law before the 
union, for Scotland had no possessions so situated; 
neither since the union had any act been passed, allow- 
ing Scotch courts to transport men in cases of sedition : 
lastly, he forcibly and eloquently stated the evils, 
moral and politicfid, which must arise from a perversion 
of law. 

The lord advocate who had acted officially against 
the persons in question, now vindicated the judgments 
passed on them, as legal and meritorious; he endea- 
vored to prove, that though banishment and trans- 
portation, by the English law, might not be the same 
thmg, yet they were regarded as synonymous by the 
law of Scotland, and so accepted by lawyers and cri- 
minal courts : after an exposition ol the law, he vindi- 
cated its recent exercise against persons who had been 
extremely active in sedition, and who merited ex- 
emplary punishment. Messrs. Sheridan and Fox on 
the one hand, and Mr. Pitt on the other, exerted 
themselves in respectively supporting Mr. Adam and 
the lord advocate; when, after another emii\ent dis- 
play of legal and political strategy, the motion was 
negatived by a large majority. Notwithstanding these 
repeated disappointments, Mr. Adam still proceeded, 
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xxxviL ^^*^ ^ manly spirit, in the course which he considered 

right : on the twenty-fifth he introduced a thud 

"^^* motion for regulating the justiciary courts of Scot- 
land, or assimilating them to the English crimmal 
courts, in substance, sanctions, rules and forms of 
administration. Keeping his proposition distinct from 
the special questions which had lately been raised on 
this subject, he endeavored to show the general incom- 
petence of the Scotch criminal system to answer the 
purposes of substantial justice : Mr. secretary Dundas, 
however, denied the necessity or policy of any change 
in a system which was agreeable to the people at 
large; and having instituted a comparison between 
the Scottish and English penal law, he endeavored to 
show that in many cases the former was the best. 
Respecting sedition, when he saw the virulent and 
systematic attacks daily made on our constitution, he 
must avow his conviction, that the punishment an- 
nexed to this crime by the English law was not suffi- 
ciently severe ; and that the legislature must adopt a 
diflferent mode of procedure on the subject. After the 
lord advocate had spoken, the attorney-general, sir 
John Scott, defended the criminal justice of Scotland, 
and the principle of discretionary punishment, as 
adapted to the general purposes of a penal code, as 
well as to the character and habits of the people ; also 
as firmly settled by the articles of union : but he deli- 
vered no opinion on the competency of the English 
law to restrain sedition. The incidental observation 
of Mr. Dundas on this point did not escape the notice 
of Mr. Fox, who appeared to consider it, not merely 
as an illustrative remark, but as an indirect intimation 
of premeditated changes, intended to sound the opi- 
nions and feelings of the house ; and he cautioned him 
against presuming to interfere with the liberties of 
Englishmen : this motion of Mr. Adam experienced a 
similar fate with the two former; and the house re- 
fused to receive a petition from Messrs. Muir and 
Palmer, requesting a revisal of their sentence. Lord 
Lauderdale brought the subject before the lords, but 
his motion was negatived without a division ; and lord 
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chancellor Loughborough proposed and carried a reso- S^xytl 

lution, * that there was no ground for interfering in 

the established courts of criminal justice, as adminis* 
tered under the constitution; and by which the rights, 
liberties, and properties of all ranks of subjects were 
protected/ Under the more liberal reign however of 
George IV., this unrestricted power of the Scottish 
courts was reduced^ 

The punishment of such agitators in Scotland did Ac**^^ 
not put a stop to schemes of dangerous innovation in "* °* 
England ; where at this period a set of persons made 
themselves conspicuous, who wanted nothing but 
opportunities to follow the example set by French 
republicans: our jacobins, however, were promptly 
met with fortitude and wisdom ; feeble compliances 
gave way to vigorous determination; and although 
some of the early measures taken by Mr. Pitt, to 
coerce faction, failed through that zealous vigilance 
with which our constitution guards the liberty of the 
subject, yet England was allowed time to recover her 
senses, and be saved. The London corresponding 
society at this time counted more than 30,000 mem- 
bers in its association, and fully justified its title, by 
entering into correspondence with every seditious club 
in the empire : the constitutional society was, according 
to a Jacobinical expression, soon affiliated with it ; 
and their respective secretaries, Mr. Thomas Hardy, a 
shoemaker, and Mr. Daniel Adams, an under clerk, 
made known to the world the results of their respective 
deliberations, signed and sanctioned by their names 
and authority : associations in the mean time rapidly 
multiplied; but citizen Hardy's club exercised a species 
of metropolitan jurisdiction over all. Handbills and 
pamphlets summoning the people to meet for the 
attainment of radical reform, were largely circulated ; 
preparatory meetings were held; and to assist their 
schemes, a notorious declaimer, named John Thelwall, 
carried on a series of political lectures, for the purpose 
of commenting on Paine's works, and throwing out 
scurrilous invectives against all constitutional and 

' 6 George IV. chap. 47. 
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j^^^jj monarchical establishments : by such means the revo- 



lutionary organisation of the union was perfected, with 
*'^^' a central board in London, a division into provinces 
and districts, and a list of members in correspondence 
or direct connexion, approaching to half a DMllion. It 
was now time for government to interfere ; and 
ministers, having remarked the open proceedings of 
these societies, and suspecting the machinations of 
their ringleaders, adopted a policy which is sometimes 
necessary against apprehended plots ; that of employing 
spies to become members of an association, in order 
to betray the secrets with which they may be 
Apprehen- entrusted : in consequence of discoveries obtained 
w^^ & *^^^"gl^ these and other channels, they ordered 
^* ^ Hardy and Adams to be arrested, and all their papers 
seized : Martin also, an attorney, Lovett, a hair-dre^r, 
Thelwall, and three or four others were apprehended. 
In a few days, warrants were issued against persons 
of a higher class ; Mr* Joyce, a dissenting minister 
and tutor in lord Stanhope's family, Mr. Kydd, a 
barrister of rising talents, and the celebrated Home 
Tooke, being among the number of persons cottfined: 
this latter gentleman owed his arrest to the following 
characteristic note, transmitted to him from Joyce, 
which fell into the hands of ministers : — * Dear citizen, 
this morning, at sik o'clock, citizen Hardy was taken 
away, by an order from the secretary of state's office : 
they seized every thing on which they could lay their 
hands. Query — is it possible to get ready by Thursday ? 
Yours, J. Joyce.' 

Their papers, on examination, proved that the two 
societies had concerted a project for convoking a 
national convention ; which, taken in conjunction with 
other proceedings, was construed by ministers to be a 
. conspiracy against the constitution ; and this, by in- 
ference, was a conspiracy against the king, and con- 
sequently an act of high treason. Such was the 
opinion of the lord chancellor and others ; though no 
less eminent lawyers, with lord Thurlow at their head, 
denied that the acts, of which the arrested members 
were accused, would, if proved, amount to that crime: 
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government, however, adopted lord Loughborough's ^xxvit 
notion, and sent them to the Tower, till evidence — — - 
should be prepared for their trials. On the twelfth 
of March, secret committees, at the instance of minis- 
ters, were nominated; and on the sixteenth the first 
report was read, when Mr. Pitt stated at great length 
his view of its contents, as well as the history and 
proceedings of the societies ; whose aim and object he 
declared to be a convention of the people, which was 
to supersede the representative capacity of that house, 
and arrogate to itself the whole legislative power: 



finally, he proposed a bill * empowering his majesty to Siwpei 
secure and detain all persons suspected of designs ^p^" 
against his crown and government.' Mr. Fox objected 
strongly to this suspension of the * habeas corpus act,' 
as destructive to the best principles of English liberty. 
*Wa8 the government,' he exclaimed, ^ about to erect 
tribunals to punish an indignant public, from rage at 
the hatred excited by ministerial tyranny ? Was terror, 
as in France, to be made the order of the dajr, and not 
a voice allowed to plead against it? Was it resolved 
to demolish the British constitution, one part after 
another, under pretence of preventing its destruction 
by French principles ? What object had these societies, 
but to obtain universal suffrage? The word convention 
was held up as a subject of alarm; yet what was a 
convention but an assembly? If the people did any 
thing illegal, there was the common law to imprison 
and to punish them : had France been protected by a 
habeas corpus act; had its government been con- 
strained by standing laws to respect the rights of the 
community, improper notions would never have found 
an entrance into that unhappy country ; and by parity 
of reason, they were only to be dreaded here, if the 
safeguards of our constitution were removed. If the 
liberty of meeting to complain of grievances was to be 
taken away, what would become of that boasted con- 
stitution? and if it was to be withdrawn till the 
discontented were rooted out, or the thirst for power 
assuaged in government, it would never be restored, 
and British liberty would finally be destroyed. Mr. 
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xxxYU ^^y spoke in terms of bitter reproach and scorn of 
what he considered the minister's daring attempt 
against the liberties of the people, more especially as 
he had himself set the example of all he now professed 
to condemn : m arraignmg this apparent inconsistency, 
he asked, *what was the conduct of the premier in 
1782, when his pretended sincerity for parliamentary 
reform had been defeated in that house, by a motion 
for the order of the day? he had abandoned it for 
ever: William Pitt, the reformer of that day, was 
William Pitt the prosecutor; aye, and the prosecutor, 
too, of reformers now. He, who thought fit to inflame 
the passions of the people, and to inspire them with a 
contempt for the house of commons then, would not 
at present allow the people to judge of their own 
rights and interests; but persecuted, with the real 
bitterness of an apostate, his partners in the question 
of parliamentary reform: he had been that day ex- 
amining, as a prisoner, John Home Tooke, for honestly 
persevering m his sentiments.' 

On the other hand, it was asked by Pitt, * Whe- 
ther the dangers now threatening tne state were 
not greater than any which could arise from the pro- 
posed suspension, which was to last only six months, 
and would not affect the rights of any class of society? 
We were driven to the necessity of imitating, in some 
degree, French violence, in order to resist the contagion 
of French principles : was lenity to be admitted, when 
the very constitution was at stake? If a convention 
on Jacobinical principles were once established, who 
could foresee where it would end? not to stop the pro- 
gress of these principles, were no better than granting 
a license to sedition and anarchy. It was in vain to 
deny the existence of traitorous designs against the 
government and constitution; and what mode of com- 
bating them could be so reasonable as that proposed; 
which opposes not the right of the people to meet and 
petition for the reform or redress of abuses, but only 
aims at preventing the establishment of a power in the 
state superior to that of parliament itself? The papers 
inspected by the committee clearly show that this i& 
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the object of the societies in question, and that they ^xrviL 

are leagued with all those which have brought deso 

ktion on France : they have chosen a central spot to * ' 
collect demagogues from all quarters; while arms 
have been procured and liberally distributed : unless, 
therefore, these proceedings are speedily checked, 
government must come to an end.' Shendan depre- 
cated, like Fox, the grant of an arbitrary power of 
imprisonment as unconstitutional and dangerous; but 
Burke fdt convinced that it would not be abused; 
whilst it was strongly supported by the attorney-gene- 
ral; and Windham advised that the strongest measures 
of coercion should be adopted. The house of com- 
mons, concurring with the minister, passed the bill 
by a majority of two hundred and sixty-one to forty- 
two; and it was adopted by the lords without a 
division. 

With a view to co-operate with the royalists in^troduc- 
Britany and its neighboring districts, a body of Hes- forei^ 
sians was placed in temporary quarters at Portsmouth *«»p»- 
and the Isle of Wight, the circumstance being com- 
municated to parliament, in a message from his majesty, 
on the twenty-seventh of March. Opposition contended 
that by this proceeding ministers had violated the bill 
of rights and act of settlement; but a motion to that 
intent, made by Mr. Grey, was negatived : the subject 
was afterwards revived in both houses, by propositions 
for a bill of indemnity, but with no better success; 
ministers contending that it would be absurd to seek 
indemnity for measures which were justifiable and not 
unconstitutional. 

On the twenty-second of February, in consequence 
of a message from his majesty, concerning the avowed 
purpose of the enemy to invade this country, a large 
augmentation of the militia, with an addition to the 
volunteer fencible corps, was voted; and the expedient 
of soliciting voluntary subscriptions, by a formal letter 
from the secretary of state to the lord-lieutenants of 
counties, was successfully resorted to; though stre- 
nuously opposed as illegal, and contrary to the spirit 
of the British constitution. On the twenty-eighth of 
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xxxvh March, Mr. Sheridan moved, that it was dangerous 
— - — ^ and unconstitutional for the people of this country to 
make any loan, &c. to the crown, to be used for any 
public purpose, without the previous consent of parlia- 
ment; and though the contrarv could not be satisfiEu;- 
torily maintained, yet the motion was negatived by a 
considerable majority, as was a similar one made by 
lord Lauderdale in the house of peers. An animated 
discussion also arose on a bill for the encouragement 
of those who should voluntarily enrol themselves for 
a general defence of the country during the ,war; as 
also on another, for employing French emigrants in a 
military capaci^. All these propositions were strenu- 
ously supported by Burke, as giving evidence to the 
enemy of a patriotic spirit, wlule in themselves they 
were not unconstitutional; but he opposed a biU 
brought in at this time by Mr. Harrison, as a violent 
amputation of the emoluments of pensions and sine- 
cures, particularly of efficient offices of administration ; 
observmg, ^ that the amount of savings would be con- 
temptible in itself, while the principle was absolutely 
dangerous by directly invading the rights and pro- 

Eerties of individuals; for the emoluments of places 
eld under the crown were possessions as sacred as any 
landed property in the country.' 

A motion, made on the seventeenth of March by 
general Fitzpatrick, for an address, beseeching his 
majesty to intercede with the king of Prussia for the 
release of la Fayette, then confined in one of his 
prisons,® and treated with systematic cruelty, drew 
CTom Burke many virulent animadversions on one 
whom he considered as a &lse pretender to patriotism, 
and whose mischievous conduct had brought the 
greatest evils on his country: instead of being termed, 
he said, an ^ illustrious exile,' he ought always to be 
considered, as he now was, an outcast of society; 
who, having no talents to guide or influence the storm 
which he had labored to raise, fled like a dastard from 

' It aiipeared, that tbe king of Pnisria, being applied to for the releeae of la 
Fayette, had answered, that he was not his prisoner alone, but that of the confederate 
powers jointly. 
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the bloodshed and massacre in which he had involved xxxni 
so many thousands of unoffending persons and families. — — — ^ 
Mr. Pitt also denied that la Fayette's conduct had ever 
been friendly to the cause of genuine liberty; and 
affirmed, that by such interference as was requested, 
we should be setting up ourselves as guardians of the 
consciences of foreign potentates : the motion was 
accordingly negatived by a large majority* 

Various subsidies were voted to foreign princes, and 
justified as contributions to the great purposes of the 
war: the most important was that to the king of 
Prussia, which was announced, as well as a con- 
vention with the States-General, by Mr. secretary 
Dundas, on the twenty-eighth of April. Pitt stat^ 
that Frederic William was to furnish 62,400 troops; 
for which his Britannic majesty had a^'eed to] pay 
£50,000 per month, £100,000 per month for forage, 
£400,000 to put the army in motion, and £100,000 
on its return; to the aggregate of which sums the 
States-General were to contribute £400,000 : over the 
troops thus subsidised the direction and command 
were still vested in the king of Prussia. Though he 
was a principal in the war, Mr. Pitt observed, he was 
unable to carry it on without pecuniary assistance; 
while his force was to be employed for our advantage, 
and the conquests to be made in the name of the 
maritime states: the astonishing exertions of France 
rendered extraordinary efforts on our part necessary; 
and the object of the war being so important, it woiud 
be preposterous folly to slacken our exertions in order 
to spare expense.^ 

Opposition reprobated this policy as extreme pro- 
fusion; contending, first, that from the efforts of 
Frederic William no benefits could accrue to this 
countiy commensurate with their cost; and, secondly, 
^e had no security, that when the money was con- 
tributed, he would perform his engagements. The 

* Lait year Mr. Pitt had sent lord Malmabury on a special nusrion to the king 
of Prossia to prevent him from withdrawing from the general alliance and olan of 
QpeTaiu>iis_bat in the present year his lordship returned, after having according to 
hu usual diplomatic destiny, failed in his object. Here, however, it was no dis«; 
grace— no one could have succeeded. 

VOL. IV. M 
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XXXVII. 



^^^^{j king of Prussia, it was said, began this war, and in- 
volved us in the contest ; yet we were now bribing him 
to carry it on, while his conduct was a mixture of fraud, 
perfidy, and meanness, ahnost unparalleled in history : 
but if dus monarch was to be considered merely as a 
vendor of troops, why were the soldiers paid by us to 
remain under his command? the direction of merce- 
naries should certainly belong to those who hired their 
services. These arguments, however, had no effect: 
Pitt now began to be as blind to the advantages 
of economy, as he was to the characters of foreign 
potentates, and the defects of their governments : his 
motion to raise a loan of £2,500,000 on exchequer 
bills, in addition to the supplies of the current year, 
for the purpose of making good this engagement, after 
being warmly opposed in every stage, ultimately passed 
by a large majority. 

Next to this subsidiary treaty with Prussia, a con- 
vention with the king of Sardinia, by which we engaged 
to continue the war till Savoy should be restored, 
incurred the strongest and most direct censure. Great 
Britain had proposed a subsidy of £200,000 a year, to 
assist this sovereign ia defenmng his own dominions: 
but it was asserted, that the benefits we could derive 
from such exertions were by no means adequate to the 
expense; also that the integrity of the kmg of Sar- 
dinia's territory was not in the least degree necessary 
to the security of Great Britain ; for winch, according 
to ministers, we had engaged in the contest. Mr. 
Whitbread declared that no reliance was to be placed 
on any of these royal dealers in human flesh; and it 
was his opinion, that if the views of their detestable 
combination had succeeded in their first campaign 
against France, the liberties of Europe would have 
been destroyed; nay, we ourselves should by this time 
have had a quarrel with them; since, from their prin- 
ciples of despotism, they would, after they had imposed 
a tjrranny on the French, have been disposed to make 
an attack on our free constitution : after a long incul- 
patory speech, he moved for an address to his majesty, 
lamenting that he should have been advised to make 
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common cause with these powers, and requestmg hrai xxxvii 

to extricate himself from such as prevented his con ' 

eluding a separate peace. ^^^" 

Mr. Jenkinson, on this occasion, entered into a 
defence of the allied powers respecting the treaty of 
Pilnitz, which, according to him, had no views of 
ambition whatever; its only object being to set free 
the unfortunate king of France : but when that sove- 
reign declared his acceptance of the constitution of 
1789, the courts of Vienna and Berlin showed every 
disposition to retreat from the stipulations made at 
Pilnitz. Ministers endeavored to prove that the whole 
system of treaties, subsidiary as well as others, were 
means necessary to carry on the war; and Pitt ob- 
served, that it was fortunate that we found states, 
whose interest led them to make common cause with 
us against enemies of the rights of all mankind. The 
address was negatived by the usual majority; as was 
a similar motion in the house of lords. 

The preceding debate was remarkable for introduc- introduc- 
ing Mr. Canning to the notice of the house as a youth- candn^'^' 
fill orator of great promise : at this time, party leaders jpto P"Wic 
were iq the habit of watching our public schools and 
colleges for young men who displayed marks of genius, 
in order to enlist them under their banners : no one of 
the day had more, distinguished himself, both at Eton 
and Oxford, than Canning; while his education in the 
doctrines of the old whig school, and his relationship 
to Sheridan, by whom he was introduced to all the 
great luminaries of that party, tended to point him 
out as an accession of strength to the opposition : so 
confident indeed were the whigs of obtaining his sup- 
port, that when his college fnend, Mr. Jenkinson,^^ 
spoke for the first time on the ministerial side of the 
house, and was hailed by his friends as the future 
champion of their principles ; Sheridan made a per- 
sonal allusion to Mr. Canning, the companion and 
friend of him who had just received their applause; 
assuring them, that in the cause of free and liberal 
opinions, he would far eclipse the fame which ,Mr. 

" The late lord Liverpool. 
M 2 
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xxxwu. J^^^^^son had deservedly acquired. Canning, how- 

— ever, whose ambition was inordinate, soon saw the 

difficulty of rising under the shade of a proscribed 

Srty: ne accordingly entered into terms with Mr. 
tt; and his first appearance in parliament was on 
the ministerial benches.^^ His speech on the present 
occasion brought him rather inauspiciously into con- 
tact with Fox; and moderate men of all parties felt 
any thing but gratification, when they saw die premier 
expose his great rival to the flippant attack of an arro- 
gant young man. Mr. Canning took part in several 
other debates during this session ; distinguishing him- 
self more by that propensity to satire and sarcasm, 
which at this time rendered him so disgusting to his 
opponents, than by any enlarged capacity of compre- 
hending the general bearings of a question : his speeches 
are those of an active partisan, determined to annoy 
those whom he cares not to conciliate, and recommend 
himself to the party whose cause he had espoused. 
Pitt saw in him a useful and ready instrument; 
selected him fix)m among niany competitors; and con- 
tinued to r^ard him with a distinguished preference. 
As all endeavors had failed to procure a termination 
of the war, or a dissolution of alliances deemed by 
government conducive to its purposes, opposition now 
proceeded to inquire how fer the objects proposed had 
been obtained, and what was the probability of ulti- 
mate success. Major Maitland, in a speech of consi- 

" Mr. Moore, in bis Life of Sheridan, makes the following remarks on this 
defection of Canning from his early friends : — ' However dangerous it might be to 
exalt such an example into a precedent; it is questionable whether, in tkns 
resolving to join the ascendent side, Mr. Canning has not conferred a greater 
benefit on the country than he would ever hove been able to eflect in the ivuks of 
his original friends. That party, which has now been so long the sole depository 
of the power of the state, has, in addition to the original narrowness of its prin- 
ciples, contracted all that proud obstinacy in antiquated error, which is the invanaUe 
characteristic of such monopolies ; and which, however consonant with its vocatioOf 
as the chosen instrument or the crown, should have long since invalidated it in the 
service of a free and enlightened people. Some infusion of the spirit of the times 
into this body had become necessary even for its preservation ; in the same manner 
as the inhalement of youthful breath has been recommended by some physicians to 
the infirm and superannuated. This renovating inspiration the genius of Mr. 
Canning has supphed. His first political lessons were derived from sources too 
sacred to his ^oung admiration, to be forgotten : he has carried the spirit of tbeie 
lessons with htm into the coundls which he Joined ; and by the viffor of the graft, 
which already shows itself in the fruits, bids fair to change altogeuer the nature of 
toryism.*_vol ii. p. 244. 
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derable detafl, argument, and eloquence, reviewed the ^xxvii. 
measures and events of last campaign, contending that - - 

the acquisitions made by the French greatly exceeded 
their losses. They had been forced to evacuate Bel- 
gium, but they had suppressed the revolt in La 
Vendue; while the strength of the allies had been 
declining ever since the siege of Valenciennes: the 
empress of Russia had made protestations, but taken 
no active share in hostilities; and the king of Prussia 
was evidently meditating a secession : the military 
plans of the allies deserved great censure; for while 
their armies were united, their efforts had been suc- 
cessM : but the separation of forces he imputed to the 
British cabinet, which had looked only to its own 
benefit, by the capture of Dunkirk. If the attempt on 
that fortress by a detached armament was expedient, 
the sole hope of success lay in promptitude of execu- 
tion, and completeness of preparations; but neither of 
these had been attended to : four weeks elapsed from 
the taking of Valenciennes before the siege of Dunkirk 
commenced, and then neither artillery nor gun-boats 
were ready to cover the operation.^^ He still more 
severely reprobated the evacuation of Toulon; asking 
why other troops were not sent to preserve the con- 
quest; or why, when it was found untenable, an 
evacuation was not at once determined on, and the 
fleet brought away to save the wretched inhabitants 
from the fury of those whom they had mortally 
offended? On such grounds, he moved for a com- 
mittee, 'to inquire into the causes which led to the 
feilure of our army under the duke of York, and 
the evacuation of Toulon.' To the above just obser- 
vations it was replied, that Dimkirk would have been 
to Great Britain a very important acquisition; that 
the attempt to gain it appeared practicable, and was 
therefore wise; that its faUure was attributable to the 
enormous efforts of the French, which could not have 
been foreseen. The same cause occasioned the evacu- 
ation of Toulon ; but they who censured us for leaving 

^ A great proportion of the cannon balls 9ent to this siege were found too 
large for the calibre of the guns. 
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SxxYii *^** place, ought to recollect that we had there given 



a blow to the French navy, from which it would not 
^^ ' recover for ages. On a general view of the campaign, 
it was said that great glory was due to the British 
councils and arms; which vam-glorious opinion being 
that of a majority, the motion was lost. 

The question of the slave trade was this session 
agitated by Mr. Wilberforce, who introduced a bill to 
abolish that part of the traffic which supplied foreign 
territories with slaves: it passed the commons, but 
was rejected by the upper house ! 
^ep^on On the fifth of March, Mr. Burke moved for a 
ofVarren conunittce to iuspcct the journals of the lords, relative 
Haating*. ^q proceedings on the trial of Mr. Hastings, and to 
report the £acts and observations on them to the house : 
this report, drawn up by himself, and occupying nearly 
200 pages^ was accoidingly made on the seventeenth of 
April; being reputed by competent judges to be one 
of the most able and elaborate papers that have come 
fix)m the pen of that great man. With a vast and 
recondite knowlege of legal forms, principles, and 
history, it embraces all the circumstances connected 
with the celebrated impeachment ; turning on a 
question of great importance; — ^whether, in a case, 
for which neither the written nor unwritten law of a 
nation has provided, the courts may make a provision, 
by bringing existing laws and principles into con- 
formity with it, or by subtracting it from their 
operation. Acutdy sensible to the vexations which 
he had experienced, he felt strongly the abuses which 
crossed his path, and displayed them in the most 
energetic language; well knowing, that without expos- 
ing the errors and abuses of the law, there can be but 
little hope of its amendment. 

The report being published, without authority, in 
the form of a pamphlet, lord Thurlow seized that 
opportunity of venting his indignation in the house of 
lonls against a publication, which he characterised as 
' disgraceful and indecent, tending to misrepresent and 
vilify the conduct of judges and magistrates entrusted 
with the administration of justice and the laws of the 
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country.' On the following day, Mr. Burke adverted ^^^v 

to this attack in a brief but pointed reply; in which, '- 

speaking of the report, he says, ' it accuses the judges '^^^ 
neither of ignorance nor corruption : whatever it says, 
it does not say it calunmiously ; that kind of language 
belonging to persons, whose eloqueiice entitles them 
to a free use of epithets. The report states, that the 
judges had given their opinions secretly, contrary 
to the almost uninterrupted tenol* of parliamentary 
usage : it states, that the opiniop^ were given, not on 
the law, but on the case : it states, that the mode of 
giving opinions was unprecedented, and contrary to 
the privileges of the house of commons: it states, 
that the committee did not know on what rules and 
principles the judges had decided in those cases, as 
they neither heard them, nor are they entered on the 
journals. It is very true, that we were and are 
extremely dissatisfied with these opinions, and the 
consequent determination of the lords; and we do not 
think such a mode of proceeding at all justified by 
the most numerous and best precedents. The jeport 
speaks for itself: whenever an occasion shall be re- 
gularly given to maintain every thing of substance in 
that paper, I shall be ready to meet the proudest 
name for ability, learning, or rank, which this kingdom 
contains, on that subject.' No one seemed inclined to 
take up the gauntlet so thrown down; and on the 
twentieth of June, Mr. Pitt moved the thanks of the 
house to the managers, ' for their faithful conduct in 
discharge of the trust reposed in them:' the motion 
was carried; and Mr. Burke, in his reply, observed, 
that ' prejudices against himself, arising from personal 
friendship or obligations to the accused, were too 
laudable for him to be discomposed at them : he had 
thrown out no general reflections on the company's 
servants; he had merely repeated what Mr. Hastings 
himself had said of the troops serving in Oude; and 
the house had marked their opinion of the officers in 
the very terms he had used : as for other expressions 
attributed to him, they had been much exaggerated 
and misrepresented.' This was the last day of his 
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xxxvii ^PP^^^c® ^ *^^ house of commons, having imme- 

diately afterwards accepted the Chiltem hmidreds : at 

*^^^' the conclusion of the session in July, the junction of 
the Portland party with the ministerial ranks took 
place in form, by the duke receiving a blue riband, 
with the office of third secretaij of state; earl Fitz- 
william becoming at first president of the council, 
and soon afterwards lord lieutenant of Ireland; earl 
Spencer receiving the privy seal, which he soon laid 
down to preside over the admiralty ; and Mr. Windham 
being made secretary at war: lord Loughborough 
had for some time held the great seal. The first de- 
termination of the duke of Portland and Mr. Windham, 
was not to accept office, believing that they could 
give more efficient support to government by free and 
uninfluenced votes m parliament; but they were 
dissuaded from this course by Burke, who assured 
them that the most splendid talents and the best 
intentions would be comparatively useless, without the 
possession of power to give them effect. 

The loyal part of the nation was at this time gratified 

with the annexation of Corsica to the crown of Great 

Britain; and its political importance was a topic 

Lord Ma- of ministerial exultation. The event of the famous 

^^y Chinese embassy under lord Macartney did not afford 

to China, equal matter of triumph : it had been fitted out without 

any intimation to the court of Pekin, or any reasonable 

ground of success; and his lordship, having been 

received with suspicion and jealousy, was ordered to 

depart as soon as the costly presents nad been accepted, 

and a few trifling ones returned : the delay even of a 

few days was rerased ; and as one of the ambassador's 

suite expressed himself, Hhey entered Pekin like 

paupers; remained in it like prisoners; and quitted it 

like vagrants.' 

Trials for ^3 au introduction to the trials of the state prisoners 

tee3™&c! VOL the Tower, it will be necessary to mention a few 

others which took place in different parts of the 

realm. At the spring assizes in Lancaster, Mr. 

Thomas Walker of Manchester, who had opposed 

certain measures pf the minister, and exerted hunself 



1794. 
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strenuously as an advocate for parliamentary reform, xx:^l 
was indicted for conspiring with nine other persons- 
to overturn our constitution by force of arms, and to 
assist the French in case of invasion. The principal 
evidence was that of a spy named Dunn, afterwards 
convicted of wilful and corrupt perjury; and his 
testimony on this occasion was so contradictory, that 
the prisoner was honorably acquitted without being 
put on his defence : it appeared that a certain party 
in Manchester had encouraged the miscreant to insti- 
tute prosecutions against such persons as were ob- 
noxious to government ; so that through his testimonv, 
Mr. Paul of that place was imprisoned nine wecKS 
on a charge of treason, and Mr. Booth condemned 
to two years imprisonment for speaking seditious 
words. 

The next trials of importance were those of Robert 
Watt and David Downie at Edinburgh, in September; 
when the former was indicted for high treason. A 
conspiracy to levy war, by seizing on the castle, excise 
office, and bank of Edinburgh, as well as to arrest the 
principal magistrates, was clearly proved against him; 
but it was contended, that as there was no actual 
levying of war, the fact of conspiring only did not 
constitute an overt act of high treason under the statute 
of Edward III. The most curious circumstance, how- 
ever, in this trial was the defence; which proved, by 
the testimony of the lord advocate, as well as by letters 
from Mr. Dundas, that the prisoner had carried on a 
confidential correspondence with the home secretary 
himseH as a government spy, and had received money 
for his services : the plea, however, had but little 
weight with the jury, who within five minutes brought 
in a verdict of gmlty: Downie, against whom the 
principal charge was, that he had paid a bill for fifteen 
pikes made to the order of Watt, was also convicted; 
but being recommended to mercy, he afterwards 
received the royal pardon. 

On the tenth of September, a special commission of 
oyer and terminer was issued for trying the prisoners 
charged with high treason, and now in the Tower; 
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xxxwu *^^ ^^ *^^ second of October it was oj)ened at the 

: Clerkenwell Sessions-house, by lord chief justice Eyre, 

^^^*' in an elaborate charge to the grand jury, who found 
a bill of indictment against Hardy, Tooke, Bonney, 
Kvdd, Joyce, WardeU, Holcroft, Richter, Moore, 
Thelwall, Hodson, and Baxter : Martin, the attorney, 
was indicted separately. While these proceedings were 
going on, a new and dreadful alarm was excited by 
the report of a conspiracy for assassinating the king, 
by one le Maitre apprentice to a watchmaker, EBggins 
a chemist, and Smith who kept a book-stall: their 
accuser was named Upton, who had been expelled from 
the corresponding society for his infamous character, 
and had threatened vengeance against its members: 
he deposed to having been employed in making a brass 
tube, through which a dart, tinged with subtile poison, 
was to be blown by le Maitre against his majesty, on 
Windsor Terrace, or in the theatre : the prisoners were 
repeatedly examined before the privy council on this 
charge; but it came to nothing. 

Another and more extensive alarm arose fipom a 
paper signed by Watt on the evening before his execu- 
tion, as a last effort to escape the gallows ; in which 
he declared that a formidable conspiracy was prepared, 
and ready for instant execution ; that its first move- 
ments were to be made in London, Edinburgh, and 
Dublin; while every other large town was ready to 
act in concert, on the very first notice, to be sent 
express by couriers: as he was unable to point out 
any of the conspirators, this document did not save 
him; and his fate excited no compassion. 
T" o^id' Under such circumstances, not very favorable to 
Bailey. the prisoner, was Thomas Hardy brought to trial on 
the twenty-eighth of October ;^^ charged with ma- 

I' On the 10th of September the special commission was issued for the trials of 
the political offenders : it was opened on the 2nd of October ; and on the 6ch a 
true bill for high treason was returned against twelve men. Hardy, Tooke, Kydd, 
Bonney, Joyce, Wardell, Holcroft, Richter, Moore, Thelwal), Hodsoo, and 
Baxter ; that against Lovett being ignored. On the 25th, the prisoners having 
been arraigned, and pleaded not guilty, the attorney-general announced, that in 
compliance with the desire of their counsel for separate trials, he would proceed 
first on that of Hardy ; which, at the request of his counsel, was adjourned to 
Tuesday the 28th. The counsel for the crown, on this occasion, were, with tbe 
attorney-general, the solicitor.gcncral sir John Mitford, seijcant Adair, Messrs. 
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liciously and tmtorously conspiring, together with J^^vij 
John Home Tooke, &c. to excite insurrection, rebel- - 
lion, and war against our sovereign lord the king, to 
depose him £rom his regal state, and to bring or put 
hiTTi to death. The counsel who opened the prosecu- 
tion having stated nine overt acts of this species of 
high treason, sir John Scott, the attorney-general, 
made an opening speech of nine hours, entering with 
n© unwilling mind into a minute detail of the mdict- 
ment; for which the papers that had been seized by a 
warrant from the secretary of state formed the chief 
grounds. Three days following were occupied by the 
production of evidence for the crown, oral and docu- 
mentary ; after which, Mr. Erskine addressed the jury, 
in behalf of the prisoner, for the space of six hours, in 
a style of impressive eloquence that has seldom been 
equalled. In the case of lord George Gordon, this 
consummate advocate had given the first grand blow 
to the doctrine of constructive treason j after which 
time, that perilous question lay at rest, till the season 
of alarm which arose out of the French revolution 
seemed a fit opportunity for reviving it; but it still 
found in Mr. ErsKne so irresistible an antagonist, 
that it utterly failed, though brought forward with 
every chance m its favor, from the temper of the times, 
the power of the crown, the madness of the mob, and 
the talents of its professional and political supporters. 
The remainder of the day was occupied in the exami- 
nation of witnesses for the prisoner, who gave him the 
character of a harmless inoffensive man, whose object 
was parliamentary reform, not subversion of the 
constitution: when this evidence was finished, Mr. 
Gibbs addressed the jury in favor of the accused, and 
was followed by the soncitor-general in reply; after 
which lord chief justice Eyre summed up; and the 
jury, having retired for about two hours, brought in 
a verdict of *not guilty.' Perhaps no trial of an 
obscure individual ever interested the public more 

Bearcroft, Bower, I^aw, Garrow, and Wood. The prisoner was defended by 
Messrs. Erskine and Gibbs, with the assistant counsel, Messrs. Dampier, Felix 
Vaughan, and Gurney. 
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xxxvtt ^* *^® *^™^' ^^ longer afterwards, than this; and when 

— notice of his acquittal was given, the air was rent with 

*'^^' shouts of acclamation by the surrounding multitude, 
who with inexpressible anxiety had awaited the issue: 
they then dragged him triumphantly in a coach to the 
house of his brother; where, after being requested, as 
they valued the cause in which they had shown so 
much zeal, not to disturb the public peace, they quietly 
dispersed to their own homes. 

Hardy was acquitted on the fifth of November; and 
on the seventeenth, John Home Tooke was brought 
to the bar : after some introductoiy forms similar to 
those used in the previous trial, and some altercations 
regarding the admission of evidence, the court was 
soon converted into a scene of pleasantry, such as 
rarely had been witnessed in the case of a capital 
offence. It appeared, from evidence, on the produc- 
tion of the celebrated letter sent by Joyce to Tooke, 
that the terrific query, with which it concluded, 
related merely to an extract which was to have been 
made fix)m the red book, for the newspapers, of the 
places and emoluments derived fix)m the public by 
Mr. Pitt and his family : immediately after that docu- 
ment had been intercepted, a strong body of light 
horse was ordered to Wimbledon, and warrants were 
issued for the apprehension of Messrs. Tooke and 
Joyce: on this and other charges the prisoner exer- 
cised his wit and raillery with such efiect, that the 
whole bar, and the judges themselves, could not refrain 
from joining in the laugh. The defence of his client, 
by Mr. Erskine, was a resistless torrent of eloquence 
and reasoning; tending to show that treason is not to 
be made out by construction, cumulation, or analogy; 
and that an expressed desire to change the constitu- 
tion, and even to depose the king, cannot be construed 
into an intent against his natural life : in alluding to 
the trial of Hardy, and the powerftd pressure against 
which he had to contend, he thus characterised the 
house of commons; — 'under all this, I could have 
looked up for protection in other circumstances; I 
could, as defending one of the people in a fearful 
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extremity, have looked up to the people's representa- 
tives; — ^to that mighty tribunal, higher than all law, 
and the parent of all protections which the law affords 
to the subject : I could have looked up to the commons 
of England, to hold a shield before the subject agamst 
the crown : but in this case, I found instead of that 
shield of the subject a sharp and destroying sword in 
the hands of the enemy : the protecting house of com- 
mons was itself, by corruption and infatuation, an 
accuser, instead of a defender of the subject : it acted 
as an Old Bailey solicitor, to prepare briefs for the 
crown; even in a case which the judges declared to 
be so new, that they were obliged to try experiments 
on our legal constitution to find a way of trying it.' 
In the course of his speech, Mr. Erskine, having occa- 
sion to make an allusion to the works of Paine, whose 
defence this independent and intrepid advocate had 
previously undertaken under very peculiar circum- 
stances, related an anecdote, which shows in the 
strongest possible light the dreadful power of party 
feeling, when it could make George III. stoop to so 
scandalous a proceeding. *0 shame!' exclaimed the 
pleader, ' you will say, when you hear what I am about 
to relate; that there was a conspiracy formed to pre- 
vent the author of the * Rights of Man' from being 
defended : that was the genuine dew to Mr. Tooke's 
conduct; there was a conspiracy to prevent Mr. Paine 
from having even a trial: he was a poor man, and 
could not defend himself; he was to have no counsel; 
and I, who speak to you, was threatened with the loss 
of my office, if I undertook his defence as an advocate: 
I was told that Mr. Paine must not be defended : I did 
defend him; and I lost my office.' ^^ In conclusion, he 
thus beautifally stated a circumstance highly honor- 
able to his client: — * The part, gentlemen, which the 
prisoner has acted in this case intitles him to the 
greatest respect from me; because I was prepared to 
conduct it in a diflferent manner, by a selection of 
those portions of the evidence, and by a minute atten- 
tion to those particular entries, where I could have 

i« He was at that time attorney-general to the prince of Walei. 
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xiSmL separated him from his companions. I could have 

made a defence which would have kept his vessel out 

^^^^' of the storm ; I could have brought him safe into the 
harbor of peace, while those men were left to ride out 
the tempest: but he would not suffer his defence to 
be conducted on that plan ; and though he has nothing 
to do with the conspiracy, he holds out a rope to save 
others : he charges me to say — I will show that the 
other men had no such guilt belonging to them; and 
I rejoice in being the advocate to do it.' On the part 
of the prisoner, many witnesses of high rank, and 
some connected with the government, were examined: 
among them were the diie of Richmond, lord Cam- 
den, Mr. Beaufoy, Sheridan, and Pitt himself; the 
latter of whom was obliged to correct his evidence, 
after Mr. Sheridan had established the fact, that he 
had been present at the meetings of a society held at 
the duke of Richmond's, for procuring parliamentary 
reform, where delegates were assembled fix)m different 
counties : the jury considered this case so clear, that 
they were not absent more than six minutes before 
they returned a verdict of * not guilty;' although Mr. 
Erskine's doctrine respecting constructive treason 
was strongly combated by lord chief justice Eyre 
in his charge.^^ After such an acquittal, the attorney- 
general declined any farther prosecution of members of 
the * constitutional society,' and on the first of Decem- 
ber, a jury being impanelled jpro/i^rma, the other pri- 
soners were acquitted and discharged. Thelwall's trial 
commenced the same day; and the charge was opened 
with great ability by Mr. seijeant Adair; but no new 
evidence was brought forward, except some very in- 
temperate expressions used at public meetings. The 
prisoner was successftilly defended by Messrs. Erskine'^ 

^ His lordship declared that it was not necessary in point of law to prove a 
compassing of the kiiu^'s death as a conception exUting in tne prisoner's mind prur 
to the conception of aepo8in|r him. A conspiracy to depose the king, he said, is 
evidence of compassing and nnagining his death, conclusive in its nature ; so con- 
clusive, that it is become a pruumpHon. oflmo^ which is in truth nothing more tbni 
a necessary and violent presumption ot fact, admitting of no contradiction. Who 
can doubt that the natural person of the king is immediately attempted an<l 
attacked, by him who attempts to depose him ? 

** Some curious anecdotes were preserved by su* John Scott respecting Erskine 
in these trials, and are related in his Life, published by the present loni Eldon. 
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and Gibbs, both of Whom adopted the same argument, S^^J(j^ 

that to constitute the alleged treason, there must have '■ 

been some intent against the king's natural life ; whereas ^^^^* 
in the present instance the openly avowed intentions 
of the prisoner had been, like those of Mr. Burke, the 
duke of Richmond, and others, to operate on the legis- 
lature through the declared sense of the people : all 
the other prosecutions, were then abandoned by the 
crown. 

Thus ended these celebrated trials; and while we 
give due credit to Mr. Pitt for his prompt and vigorous, 
though in this case mistaken measure, to arrest evils, 
which, if suffered to increase, might have involved his 
country in revolutionary horrors; we must not deny 
their meed of praise to those honest advocates and 
juries, who maintained the integrity of our laws, and 
prevented the safeguard of our liberties from being 
turned into an instrument of tyranny, by opposing the 
doctrine of constructive treason. Had the prisoners 
heen indicted for sedition, there can be but little doubt 
that they would have been convicted; and stiU less 
what would have been the result, under any circum- 
stances, if they had been tried in Scotland. Their 
acquittal proved a fortunate event ; for after this signal 
triumph of popular principles, the most factious lost 
the power of alleging that the liberties of Englishmen 
were on the decline : satisfied with their victory, the 
people soon relapsed into ancient habits of Iwalty ; 
the spirit of innovation gradually diminished ; the 
passions of men became fiixed on different objects ; and 
the prosecution of the war with France grew into an 
affair of more interest than the remodelling of our 
own constitution. 

In the mean time, the superiority of our navy began British 
to awaken public exultation, and to produce its wonted ^°"*i"®^*'- 
effects on the colonial possessions of our enemies. Soon 

^e of them is as follows :— • Erskine was of course extremely popalars he was 



l^ceived with unusual plaudits ; and there was nothing to disturb his enjoyment of 
°J* pontrast, or to soften mj mortification, until, one eyening (the evening of the 
verdict) the multitude, which had thought proper to take the horses from his 
carnage, that they might draw him home, conceived among them such a fancy for 
J patriot's horses, as not to return them, but to keep them for their own use and 
benefit/-vol. i. p. 270. 
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xxxYiL *^^ *^® commencement of hostilities, Tobago had 

been taken by a British squadron; and early in this 

^^^^' year, a fleet, under sir John Jervis and ffeneral sir 
Charles Grey, was despatched against Martinique; 
which, after a vigorous resistance, surrendered to our 
arms on the twenty-third of March. At Fort Bour- 
bon, where general Rochambeau conunanded, so noble 
was the defence, that sir Charles Grey, in his despatch, 
declared, * there was scarcely an inch of ground un- 
touched by the shot and shells of the besiegers:' very 
honorable terms were granted to its gallant defender. 
Not long afterwards, the principal forts in San Domingo 
were wrested by colonel Whitelock from the republi- 
cans ; while the wretched planters, a prey to the flames 
lighted up by friends of emancipation at the beginning 
of the revolution, were totally ruined. Martinique 
was no sooner conquered, than our indefatigable com- 
manders turned their arms with similar success against 
the fine island of St. Lucie; and then proceeded to 
Guadaloupe, where the British general made a descent 
at Gosier-bay on the eleventh of April : the landing 
was covered by lord Gkrlies in the W inchelsea, who 
placed his ship so near to the batteries, that the ene- 
my's troops could not stand to their guns, which were 
soon silenced. At five in the morning of the twelfth, 
sir Charles took by storm a strong fort called Fleur 
d'Ep^ ; where the troops were ordered not to fire, but 
to carry every thing with the bayonet: this success 
served to put them into immediate possession of 
Grande Terre; which produced a surrender of Basse 
Terre, on the twentieth, by capitulation, including the 
whole island, with Marie Galante, Desirada, and all 
its other dependencies : the terms were similar to those 
granted to Rochambeau. After these successes, sir 
Charles returned to Martinique, leaving general 
Dundas to command at Guadaloupe. 

About the middle of April, sir J. B. Warren, as 
commander of the western squadron, sailed from Ports- 
mouth in the Flora, with the Arethusa, Concorde, 
Melampus, and Nymphe: at daylight on the twenty- 
third, he fell in with a French squadron, off the Isle 
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de Bass, the Engageante, Pomone, and R^solue fri- x^Srra. 

gates, and the Babet twenty-two-gun corvette. Out 

sailing her consorts, the Flora came up with the enemy ^^^^ 
at half-past six ; and giving the Babet a passing broad- 
side, stood on, and attacked the Pomone, the largest 
frigate then known, being only 100 tons smaller than 
a sixty-four gun ship, and carrjdng long twenty-four- 
pounders on her main deck. The Flora, carrying only 
thirty-six, was a very unequal match for this powerful 
ship, which soon cut her rigging to pieces, and left her 
far astern : the Melampus men fired on her, but too 
far windward to produce any effect, though she herself 
suffered much fipom the enemy's heavy guns: in the 
mean time, the Arethusa, sir Edward rellew, came up, 
closed with the Pomone to windward, and engaged her 
single-handed, within pistol-shot: before the close of 
the action, the enemy's ship took fire, but her crew 
succeeded in extinguishing the flames ; and at half-past 
nine, the Arethusa shot away her main and mizen masts, 
and compelled her to surrender : the other frigates in 
our squadron then gave chase, and the French conmio- 
dore in L'Engageante struck Us flag to sir R. Strachan 
in the Concorde : the Babet had been taken possession 
of by the Flora; and the R^solue alone escaped. Sir 
J. B. Warren received the decoration of a red ribbon for 
this successfiil action. On the twenty-third of August 
foUowiDg, the squadron, consisting of six fiigates, 
chased the French Voluntaire and two corvettes 
ashore, in the bay of Audieme, south of Brest, where 
all were stranded, and ultimately destroyed : the state 
of the channel now became very different from what it 
had been at the conunencement of the war; and the 
enemy's cruisers, which were then almost in ftdl pos- 
session of it, could now scarcely leave their ports 
^thout being taken : the services of this western 
squadron now led the admiralty to increase its force, and 
divide the command ; the second division was given to 
sir Edward Pellew, and on the thirty-first of October, 
}t met with the French frigate R^volutionnaire, next 
i^ size to the Pomone. The Artois, captain Nagle, 
overtook and brought her to action ; when, after they 

VOL. IV. N 
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XXX viL ^^ been engaged forty minutes, the Diamond came 

up; but her chivabous commander, sir Sidney Smith, 

*^^^* would not allow a shot to be fired, sa3nJig, Nagle 
fought his ship so well, that the credit of his victory 
should not be diminished: but when the enemy did 
not surrender, he observed, * she must not be allowed 
to do mischief,' and ordered a broadside to be pre- 
pared: then, taking out his watch, he continued; 
* we will allow her five minutes; and if she does not 
strike, we will fire:' but before the time expred, the 
French colors were hauled down. Captain Nagle was 
deservedly knighted for his success. 

The progress of our naval power was not so rapid 
in the Mediterranean; though even there its supe- 
riority was soon felt. The disaster at Toulon having 
paralysed the enemy's maritime force in this quarter, 
lord Hood was enabled to carry the British troopis, in 
February, to Corsica; which wad in a state of revolt 
against the government. Three thousand soldiers and 
marines were landed; and these, after some inconsi- 
derable success, nearly effected the reduction of that 
island by the capture of Bastia, which resisted our 
army, though joined by a considerable corps of Corsi- 
c^ns collected and sent by Paoli, tiH the nineteenth of 
May ; when it capitulated on honorable terms. Calvi, 
the only remainmg stronghold of the republicans, 
was besieged until the first of August, when it also 
surrendered to the British arms. Here the future 
hero of the British navy, Nelscm, lost an eye; and 
here he shone forth in all the brilliancy, and dis- 
closed all the peculiarities, of his genius : chiefly by 
his spirited exertions the place was taken ; but his 
services were wholly overiooked at home, although 
strongly brought forward by his commander-in-chirf : 
it was on this occasion^ that, instead of desponding or 
retiring fi-om the service, he exclaimed, ' They have 
not done me justice; but never mind: I will have a 
gazette of my o¥m.' Fortunately Nelson lived to fiilfil 
this prediction : but our navy had to deplore the loss 
of another rising officer, captain Walter Serocold ; than 
whom, in the words of his admiral, ' the king had not 
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a more meritorious young captain in his service ; and j^^j 

who ^ras kUled by a grape-shot while getting the last 

gan into its place in our batteries.' He had com- ^' ** 
manded the floating battery which was burnt with 
red-hot shot before Bastia; and then served with 
great gallantTy in the batteries on shore.^^ The ces- 
sion of Corsica, offered W Paoli and the aristocratical 
party to the king of England, was accepted; and 
efforts were made to confer the blessings of our con- 
stitation on those rude islanders; the ill success of 
which project did not prevent a similar attempt at a 
later period of the war in Sicily, where the result 
was aniilar. It would have been much wiser to have 
taken Corsica, as an independent state, under our pro- 
tection, for the people would then have felt as a nation : 
but when one party had given up the country to the 
English, the natural consequence was, that the other 
looked to France. 

A more glorious triumph, however, awaited the victory of 
British navy nearer to our own shores. The Frendbi ^ 
government had by great exertions got twenty-six 
sail of the line into a fit state for service at Brest; and 
being anxious about the safety of a large convoy from 
America, conveying an immense supply of com and 
flour, naval stores, and colonial productions, to relieve 
a scarcity at this time severely felt in France, they 
sent positive orders to admiral V illaret Joyeuse to put 
to sea; and he accordingly set sail on the twentieth 
of May. Lord Howe, who had last year been appointed 
admiral and commander-in-chief of the channel fleet, 
with the gallant sir Roger Curtis, the hero of Gibraltar, 
as his first captain, being aware of the expected 
convoy, had also put to sea early in this month with 
twrnly-six ships of the line; and in the morning of 
the twenty-eighth his advanced frigates discovered the 
enemy at a considerable distance on the weather-bow 
of the admiral's ship : they came down for some time 
in loose order, as if unapprised that the British fleet 
^as m view; and after hauling to the wind, when 

^^ From the inscription on his monument in the church of Cherry Hinton, 
Umbridgeshire, the seat of his family. 

N 2 
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xxxviL *^®y came nearer, they were some hours before they 
~ — — could regularly form in order of battle ; which circum- 
stance afforded time for the detached part of our fleet, 
under rear admiral Pasley, to be placed advantageously 
for making an impression on tneir rear. A partial 
action ensued between the rearguard of the enemy 
and the vanguard of our squadron, in the course of 
which, the K^volutionnaire, a three-decker of 110 
guns, was so much damaged, that she fell out of the 
line; when a close action commenced between this 
leviathan and the Audacious, a small seventy-four, 
commanded by captain Parker: it lasted nearly two 
hours without intermission, at half cable's length ; and 
at the end the French ship was so completely b^ten, 
that she returned the fire of only two or three guns to 
her opponent's broadside; and was supposed to have 
strucK. Captain Parker lay to during the night, which 
was very dark; and in the morning had the mortifi- 
cation to discover nine of the enemy's ships to wind- 
ward, which rescued the disabled prize fipom his hands; 
and fix)m which he himself only escaped through the 
rain and fog which fortunately came on. During the 
next day, mancBUvres were repeated, each parly 
endeavorinff to gain the weather-gage of the other; 
when lord Howe, at the head of several ships, passed 
through the French squadron, and then put about 
again, prepared to renew the attack; but the rest 
of his fleet being now passing to leeward, and 
beyond the stemmost ships of the French line, the 
action was discontiaued : at this time, also rear-admiral 
Neilly joined the French conunander-in-chief with three 
sail of the line and two frigates; which reinforcement 
enabled him to detach his crippled ships fix>m the 
fleet. A dense fog concealed the rivsd squadrons 
fix)m each other during the next two days; but lord 
Howe, having employed some masterly manoeuvres, 
succeeded in obtaining the weather-gage of the enemy; 
and early on the memorable first of June, as the sun 
burst out with unusual splendor, he discovered the 
French in order of battle, at the distance of a few 
miles, and bore down in an oblique direction. As he 
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had the advantage of a strong wind, he was enabled to x^^V 

imitate the decisive manoeuvre of the gallant Rodney; ' 

and, by breaking their line near the centre, to double ^'^** 
on a part of their squadron: a close and desperate 
engagement ensued, in which extraordinary instances 
of vaJor were exhibited on both sides; though skill 
and discipline were manifestly in fiivor of the British. 
Half an hour had scarcely elapsed, before the French 
admiral, who had been engaged witJi lord Howe in the 
Charlotte, was so roughly handled, that he drew ahead, 
and bore away to the northward, followed by most of 
the ships in his van, and leaving twelve, that were 
engaged in dose action, to their fate : these, although 
exposed to a superior force, bravely maintained the 
conflict, until several on boih sides were totally dis- 
masted, and lay like logs on the water. The heroism 
of one crew, that of Le Vengeur, is deserving of 
especial commemoration: though the ship was in a 
sinking state, they magnanimoudy stuck to their guns ; 
continuing, even after the lower deck was immersed 
in water, rapidly to discharge the upper tier; and 
when the ingulfing waves finally closed over her, they 
went down to the bottom with an enthusiastic cheer, 
and cries of Vive la Republique I Vive la LibertS I Vive 
la France I 

Such, however, was the disabled state of our fleet, 
that several of the vanquished ships escaped; some 
under a sprit-sail, or even a small piece of canvass 
raised on the stump of a foremast: six, however, 
remained in possession of lord Howe ; Le Juste, of 
eighty guns. Sans Pareille, of eighty; L'Amerique, 
L'Achille, L'lmp^tueux, and Le Isorthumberland, 
each of seventy-four : the French admiral's ship, 
Le Montague, of 120 guns, lost her captain, with 500 
of her crew, in killed and wounded; so terrible had 
heen the fire of the Charlotte. In the vessels taken 
the slaughter was prodigious ; but the return on board 
the British fleet was only 279 killed and 877 wounded : 
the enemy's ships, after much difficulty, regained 
Brest harbor, shattered, dismasted, and riddled with 
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XXX vii ^^^*' having suffered an immense loss in men;^® but 
-they were consoled for this humiliating disaster by 
their attainment of the object for which the engage- 
ment had been risked: the American convoy, estinoated 
at £5,000,000 sterling, with a valuable supply of 
provisions and naval stores, arrived safe in port a few 
days after the battle, and at a time when the reign of 
terror and civil dissentions had brought France to the 
verge of famine. 

But if the enemy received consolation in defeat, 
never was a victory more seasonable to our govern- 
ment : the loyalty of the people, half extinguished by 
party divisions, awaked at the sound of thdr victo- 
rious cannon; the ancient rivahy of the two nations 
revived in aU its force; and from, this period may be 
dated the commencement of that finn union and 
zealous enthusiasm among the inhabitants of this 
country, which carried them triumphantly through 
the most dangerous contest in which they had ever 
been engaged. 

Lord Howe was received in England with distin- 
guished honors, and presented with a diamond-hilted 
sword of great value, by his majesty in person, on 
board the Charlotte; also with a splendid gold chain 
and medal :^^ each of the rear-admirals, Pasley and 
Bowyey, was created a baronet, with a pension of 
£1000 per annum; and admirals Greaves and sir A. 



as 



In the six captured shi^ the killed were 690, wounded 580; total 1270, 
beside those who went down in Le Vengeur. The number of prisoners removed 
is stated at 2300. It happened that lora Howe in this engagement met with the 
same obstacles to complete victory, as, in his early operations counteracted the efforts 
of Rodney. His orders were not carried into dSect, by a very large portioii of his 
fleet, as to passing through the line, and each engaging his opponent to leeward; 
this however did not appear to have arisen from anv wilful disobedience, but from 
inability in some on account of the bad sailing of their ships ; in others £rom mis- 
taking signals ; and in many from the very compact line in which the French 
were formed ; so that five captains only of the Bntish fleet had the nerve to let 
their ships * make their own way,' like the Charlotte, through the line. Oq[»tain 
MoUoy of the Cmsar, a man of unimpeachable courage teing frequently men- 
tioned in an unfavorable manner, demanded a court martial, contrary to the wishes 
and advice of lord Howe, and was dismissed from the command of his ship. Lord 
Howe himself could not avoid censure for allowing so many dismasted ana disabled - 
French ships to escape. 

^' In December, 1796, his majesty was also pleased to transmit ffold chains and 
medab to the flag officers and captains, who were reported by lord Howe to have 
signalised themselves in the battle. 
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Hood were advanced to the peerage. Brilliant illumi- J^J^/^'i 

nations in the principal towns in England displayed - 

the general exultation of the people; and large sums *'^^' 
of money were subscribed far the widows and children 
of those killed in action. 

It is worthy of mention that the cartridges on board 
the French ships in this action, and those used in 
their fleet generally, were made for the most part of 
fine painted church music, and preuves de noUesae of 
high families, genealogically illuminated; there being 
a decree of the convention for applying the archives 
of the nobility to that purpose:*^ on the ninth of 
August lord Howe resumed the command of the 
channel fleet, and on the third of September set sail, 
with thirty-seven ships of the line and sev^i frigates, 
including a small Portugues squadron, to cover our 
valuable outward and homeward bound convoys; as 
well as to impress the enemy with a proper idea of 
our naval resources, in being able to send to sea a fleet 
of such magnitude, so soon after a great victory. 

About this time our government became involved i^p^jes 
in a contention with that of the United States, which '''* 
ultimately produced serious effects. Soon after .'tl^e 
commencement of this war, orders were issued for 
detaining American vessels freighted with corn for 
France, and confiscating their cargoes, though not 
without paying both for them and their freight: the 
American people highly resented this measure, as an 
attack on their independence; but their complaints 
were disregarded, while an. order was afterwards 
issued to seize all vessels carrying provisions and stores 
to the French colonies; and also to compel their ships, 
sailing from the British islands, to give security for 
landiQg their cargoes, in. British or neutral ports : in 
consequence of this, more than 600 American vessels 
were seized in the space of five months. Farther causes 
of complaint were given to the United States by the 
occupation of some ceded forts on the frontiers of 
Canada, a^nd by a conference, which its governor, lord 
Dorchester, held with some Indian tribes : the 

•'«<' Sec Barrow's Life of Earl Howe, p. 288. 
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CHAP. American government, in retaliation, laid an embargo 
^^ — of thirty days on British shipping in their ports, 
^^^^' and appointed Mr. Jay their minister for composing 
differences between the two countries : he arrived in 
the smnmer of this year, and delivered a memorial on 
the subject; in which, among other complaints, our 
government was accused of compelling American sea- 
men to serve on board British ships of war. Mr. Pitt 
tendered a conciliatory answer; and both parties being 
inclined to peace, the dispute was at this time broi^ht 
to a compromise; a mean and pitiful mode of acting, 
too much resorted to by our government, which 
frequently subjects the country to vast expenses after- 
wards, and to a diminution of national honor, in order 
to escape present inconvenience. We must now revert 
to military proceedings on the continent of Europe. 
MiUtary The advantages which had resulted from a levy 

XSf COT- ^ ^^^^ encouraged the committee of public safety to 
tinent prepare with alacrity for another campaign; and 
750,000 men, exclusive of those in garrisons and 
hospitals, were reported as ready to act offensively 
agamst the confederated monarcns. What rendered 
tms immense force particularly formidable, was the 
ability, as well as the unaninuty, with which it was 
managed, and the nulitary talent which was rising up 
among its ranks : the genius of Camot had, from the 
first, selected able officers from the crowds that pre- 
sented themselves; and the plan of transferring them 
rapidly from one situation to another gave ample 
opportunities for discovering those in whom confidence 
might be placed. Wielding at command this mighty 
and energetic mass, the central government had dis- 
covered the real secret of military operations; and by 
accumulating a preponderating force against one part 
of the enemy's line, and bringing up column after 
colunm to the attack, they soon acquired a decided 
superiority over the Austrians, who adhered with 
obstinate pertinacity to the system of extending their 
position. 

In the mean time, Austria and Prussia had made 
little or no addition to their military levies: the 
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emperor indeed had recommended the Germanic con- ^^yiL 
federation to oppose the republicans by a levy en masse, - 
but he neglected to set them an example : Prussia 
vehemently opposed this plan, and not without reason ; 
as tending to ruin agricultural districts, and as not 
Ukdy to be eflfective, except where the populace was 
animated by a spirit similar to that which exdted 
France; while the unsettled opinions of the lower 
classes in monarchical states might render it a measure 
of perilous consequences: moreover, the sincerity of 
Frederic had become very doubtful, from conferences 
of a suspicious kind which had been held between M. 
Ealkreuth and the French commissioners during the 
course of the winter ; while rivalry and jealousy among 
all the allies became so manifest, that on the sixth of 
January the duke of Brunswick resigned his command. 
In a letter addressed to the Prussian monarch on this 
occasion, after alluding to the vigor and unanimity 
displayed by the Frendtt, he goes on to say, ' that if, 
instead of co-operating with similar principles, each 
army acts separately and without concert with the 
others, without fixed plans, and without concord; the 
consequences to be expected must be such as have been 
seen at Dunkirk, at Maubeuge, at the capture of 
Lyons, at the destruction of Toulon, and at the siege 
of Landau.' ^ The same causes,' he says in conclusion, 
'which have divided the allied powers, divide them 
still : the movements of the armies will again suffer as 
they have suffered; they will experience delay and 
embarrassments; and these will prove the source of a 
train of misfortunes, the consequences of which are 
incalculable.' 

Field-marshal MoUendorf now took the command of 
the Prussian army; and an intimation made to the 
prince of Saxe Coburg, that he had received orders 
from his court to march toward Cologne, was followed 
on the ei^teenth of March by a proclamation, an- 
nouncing Frederic William's actual secession from the 
coalition. This ruse d^itat appears to have had the 
effect intended; for it almost immediately extracted 
the subsidy from Great Britain ; great part of which, 
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CHAP, however, was diverted from ite original purpose, to 

xxxviL forward designs on Poland. 
1794. In a general council of war held at Ath, to receive 
the projected arrangements of the court of Vienna, it 
was proposed that Saxe Coburg should continue at 
the head of the grand imperial army, and that general 
Clairfait should be appointed to command the aux- 
iliary forces ; the duke of York acting under his orders : 
this, however, his royal highness rgected with disdain; 
and the dispute was only settled by a determination 
of the emperor to take the field in person as supreme 
commander. On the ninth of April, his imperial 
majesty arrived at Brussels; whence he proceeded to 
Valenciennes, where his presence was hailed with 
great joy : on the sixteenth, he reviewed the whole 
army, amounting to 150,000 men, on the heights above 
Cateau; and next day they marched in eight colunms 
to invest Landrecy : the fourth and fifth of these were 
formed from the army conunanded by the duke of 
York, who took on himself to direct the former, while 
the latter was committed to sir William Erskine:^ 
this column, when proceeding to gain the Bois de 
Bohain, met with resistance at the village of Fremont, 
where the French were strongly posted : sir William, 
therefore, detached the second brigade of British in- 
fantry and the Austrian cuirassiers, with four squadrons 
of cavalry, under the command of general Harcourt, 
to turn their flank ; while three battalions of the 
regiment of Kaunitz, supported by a well-directed fire 
from the artillery of the reserve ulider lieutenant- 
foolonel Congreve, charged the enemy in front; by 
which manoeuvre the British commander gained the 
redoubts that held him at bay, and accomplished his 
purpose. The siege of Landrecy was soon formed; 
andf after ten days of open trenches, and a severe 
bombardment, which almost destroyed the town, that 
important fortress, which repelled the utmost efforts 
of prince Eugene in 1712, fell, into the hands of the 

1 The prince of Hesse Darmstadt commanded the first column ; lieutenant- 
Alvinei the second ; the emperor and prince Ckiburg the third ; ooant 



ddidi the sixth ; the hereditary prince of Orange the seventh ; and the Dutch 
general Geusau the eighth. 
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prince of Saxe Coburg: it was intended to form a xxxvii 



basis to a series of operations against Paris. During 
the progress of this siege, the republicans made attacks *^^** 
on the posts and different corps which formed the long 
cordon of allies, followed by a movement of their 
whole line^ on the twenty-sixth of Aptil : the detach- 
ment which advanced against the diuke of York near 
Cambray, arriving at the redoubts of Troisville, met 
with a vigorous resistance by the British guards in 
front, who were supported by prince Schwartzenburg 
at the head of a regiment of Austrian cuirassiers: at 
this moment, general Otto charged the enemy in flank 
with the English cavalry, and drove them back in 
confusion to Cambray, with a loss of thirty-five pieces of 
camion and above 4000 men : nor was their centre more 
successM against the Austrians; who, having lately 
been reinforced, and being supported by a numerous 
artillery, repulsed the assailants with great slaughter. 
These advantages, however, on the side of the allies, 
were counterbalanced by a severe check at the extreme 
right c^ their line : on that side, the French had assem- 
bled 60,000 men under Souham and Moreau, who 
advanced on the twenty-fifth of April; when Clairfait, 
attached by very superior forces, was driven back, 
witii a loss of thirty pieces of artillery and 1200 
prisoners, on Toumay : tibither prince Coburg detached 
the duke of York for his support;^ while he himself 
remained to put Landrecy in a state of defence. 

Convinced, by the failure of this attack on the centre 
of the allies, that its force was too sm£^ in that 
quarter, the committee of public safety npw directed 
Jourdan to reinforce the army of the Moselle with 
15,000 men from that of the E>mne; and, after leaving 
a corps of observation at Luxembui^, to march with 

3 An example of Austrian etiquette, exliibxted on occaaon of this marcb, will 
speak Tolumes. In no instance did they permit foreign troops to pass through 
their garrisoned towns ; and their own troops, co-operating witn the British, were 
looked on in that light ; so that permission to pass through Valenciennes was not 
accorded to them. Though liable to be called into action, for any thing they 
knew to the contrary, next day, and hastening by forced marches to the protection 
of their own general, the duke*s army was dnven from the paved road into heavy 
ground, where the horses could scarcely drag the artillery and ammunition 
waggons. Could such people expect to conquer the republicans ? 
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xxxm ^^fi^^ ^^^ ^^ *^® Ardenne forest, and join the army 

of the Sambre : thus 90,000 men were drawn to one 

^^^^' pomt at the extreme left of the confederates. On the 
tenth of May, this army crossed the river; but the 
allies having collected their forces to cover the im- 
portant city of Mons, the republicans were defeated, 
and obliged to recross it : on the twentieth, they crossed 
it again, and returned to the charge ; but on the 
twenty-fourth were surprised, and completely routed 
by the Austrians under prince Eaunitz: the troops 
were flying in confusion to the bridges, when Kleber 
arrived with a reinforcement, to arrest the pursuing 
enemy, and save the French from destruction : never- 
theless, they were a second time obliged to recross 
the Sambre, with a loss of twenty-five guns and 4000 
men. 

In the mean time, the allies had collected 90,000 
troops in West Flanders, including 133 squadrons 
under the emperor's immediate command; and the 
position of the French left wing suggested to them a 
design of cutting it off from the main body : for this 
purpose the confederates were divided into six columns, 
and directed by converging lines on the French corps 
at Turcoing ; but the old system prevented what might 
have been a brilliant resiut to this project : such was 
the distance between the columns, such the want of 
due co-operation, that they did not arrive simulta- 
neously at the point of attack ; consequently, there 
was no unity or consistency in their proceedings ; and 
although some slight advantages were gained on the 
seventeenth of May near Turcoing, the republicans, 
by concentrating their troops, were enabled to fell 
with irresistible force on the insulated columns of their 
opponents. At three in the morning of the eighteenth, 
general Souham, with 45,000 men, attacked the detach- 
ments of general Otto and of the duke of York, while 
another body of 15,000 advanced against them from 
Lille : the forces under Otto were defeated with great 
loss; and those under his royal highness, though at 
first they defended themselves with great intrepidity, 
finding the communication with their allies inter- 
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cepted, and themselves nearly surrounded, took to x^ni 
flight; while the duke himself escaped only by the — — — * 
smftness of his horse : in company with an Austrian 
general, and two other officers, he entered a village, 
supposing it in possession of their friends ; but on 
turning a comer at ftdl gallop, the party found them- 
selves opposite a column of the enemy ; which, 
imagining the duke to be at the head of a charge of 
cavalry, turned and fled; but not without a volley, 
which kiQed the Austrian general by his side : recover- 
ing, however, from their mistake, they pursued the 
remaining trio so closely, that the latter escaped with 
great difficulty to Toumay. Such was the defect of 
combination in prince Coburg's operations, that at the 
time when his central columns were overwhelmed by 
enormous masses, with a loss of 3000 men and 60 pieces 
of cannon, two columns on his left, amounting to 
30,000 men, imder the archduke Charles and Einsky, 
remained inactive; and Clairfait, with 17,000 on lus 
right, came up too late to take an efficient part in the 
action. 

On the twenty-second of May, Pichegru, who had 
lately assumed the command, renewed the attack with 
a force raised to 100,000 men, intending to force the 
passage of the Scheldt, and lay siege to Toumay : he 
succeeded in driving in the outposts; but the Hanove- 
rians in that quarter, being reinforced by the English, 
under general Fox, and seven Austrian battalions, 
defeated his attempts at the village of Pont-a-chin, and 
drove the republicans off the field with a loss of 6,000 
men: the French general then determined to carry 
the war into West Flanders, where the country, inter- 
sected by hedges, was less favorable to the allied 
cavalry: accordingly, he laid siege to Ypres; while 
the emperor conducted 10,000 men, in person, to 
reinforce the army on the Sambre; and the right wing 
of the allies, thus weakened, remained in a defensive 
position near Toumay. 

Meanwhile, the French generals, strongly urged by 
the commissioners of the convention, and constrained 
by authorities who appealed to the guillotine as their 
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^J^^jj last argument, prepared for a third attempt to pass 

— the Sambre : for this pmrpose, Kleber, toward the end 

of May, pushed forward nis troops, though exhausted 
by &rtigue, and almost m a state of starvation: the 
consequence was a repulse; but on the twenty-ninth, 
the indomitable republicans returned to the charge; 
and after an obstinate conflict, forcing back the impe- 
rialists, proceeded to the investment of Charleroi : but 
the arrival of the emperor changed the face of affairs ; 
and the French were driven once more over the 
Sambre, with a loss of 2000 men. This, however, was 
but of small importance; for on the day following, 
Jourdan came up, with a reinforcement of 40,000 fresh 
troops. 

Such an overwhehning force, drawn by the sagacity 
of Camot against one point, eventually decided the 
£a>te of the campaign. In the first instance the re- 
publicans sustained a severe check; for when they had 
proceeded to re-invest Charleroi, and had destroyed 
its principal outworks, the allies made astonislmig 
efforts to relieve it : advancing by concentric columns, 
and penetrating the line of their adversaries in two 

{places, they drove them again over the river, with a 
OSS of 3000 men : this very success, however, proved 
injurious to their cause; for it induced Saxe Coburg 
to suppose that his left wing was now secure ; he there- 
fore detached all his disposable troops to the succor of 
Ypres, and of Clairfeit, on the right; whereas it was 
agaiQst the other flank of his army that the republican 
force was directed. 

On the eighteenth of June, the French crossed the 
Sambre for the fifth time, with 70,000 men, and again 
advanced against Charleroi; under the walls of which 
it now became evident the battle was to be fought, 
that should decide the fate of Flanders : accordingly, 
the greater part of the allied force was at length moved 
in that direction; the duke of York, with the British 
and Hanoverians, being alone left on the Scheldt, at a 
short distance from Clairfait, who had lately suffered 
some disastrous reverses. 

In the mean time, though Jourdan had drawn off 
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40,000 men from the Rhine^ and oflFered a fair oppor- xxxyii 
tunity of resuming offensive operations to the Prussians, 
who were in great force around Mayence ; yet nothing 
of importance was attempted: even when the impe- 
rialist general, Michaud, having been strongly rein- 
forced, was preparing for vigorous efforts, the king of 
Prussia resisted every attempt of the British ambas- 
sador, stimulating him to execute the part assigned to 
him by the treaty of the Hague : his whole attention 
was &sed on Poland; and nothing could induce him 
to give directions for prosecuting the war on the 
Rhme, before circumstances rendered it impossible to 
do so with advantage. 

Very different was the conduct of Pichegru; for no 
sooner was the emperor's departure for the army of 
the Sambre known, than, re&olving to profit by the 
weakness of his opponents, he marched on xpres. 
Clair£a,it remained firm in his intrenched camp at 
Thielt, expecting a movement by the centre of the 
allied army to his support; but tms, owing to trdtor- 
ous information, was prevented by a demonstration 
from the French centre : Clairfait, therefore, was com- 
pelled to make an isolated attack; and being worsted, 
was driven back to his former position ; whUe 30,000 
Austrians lay inactive at Toumay, and 6000 English, 
under the earl of Moira, sent from the coasts of Britany , 
were reposing, after the fatigues of their voyage, at 
Ostend : among these was the fiiture hero of W aterloo, 
lieutenant-colonel Wellesley, of the 33rd foot, now about 
to commence his first campaign. Saxe Coburg made 
a tardy movement for the relief of Ypres ; but, hearing 
of its fall, he returned on the nineteentii of June to 
Toumay. 

The Austrians, having finally separated their forces 
from the English, moved them toward their left wing, 
with a view of succoring Charl6roi, severely pressed 
by Jourdan. On the twenty-second, Saxe Coburg 
numbered 75,000 troops under his command; but he 
delayed to attack his adversary, who took advantage 
of this inactivity to press Charleroi so vigorously, that 
it capitulated on the twenty-fifth ; and the garrison 
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^^^^•j. ^^ scarcely left its gates, before the sound of Austrian 

cannon announced a tardy movement to its relief. 

"^^ Next day the celebrated battle took place on the plains 
of Fleurus, which broke the power of Austria in the 
Netherlands. 

The French army, 89,000 strong, was posted in a 
semicircle round Charleroi, now become, instead of a 
weak point, the very key of their position : the impe- 
rialists, though inferior in numbers, still adhered to 
their old system of assailing the enemy on different 
points; and at daybreak on the twenty-sixth they 
advanced for this purpose in five colimms. The first, 
under the prince of Orange, attacked the French left 
under general Montaigu, and was, after various suc- 
cess, on the very point of carrying the village of 
Marchiennes-au-pont, and intercepting the whole com- 
munications of the republican army; when Jourdan, 
in alarm, ordered up Kleber to support his left : that 
intrepid general hastily erected several batteries against 
the enemy's fire, and pushed forward Bemadotte with 
some battalions to the aid of Montaigu; when the 
allies, beiug unsupported, and assailed in front and 
flank, fell back, abandoning all the ground they had 
gained in that quarter. 

In the mean time, the centre, where the village of 
Fleurus was occupied by 16,000 troops and strength- 
ened by intrenchments, became the scene of an obstinate 
contest : an attack of the allies in front was success- 
fiiUy repulsed; but general Beaulieu, with their left 
wing, Imving carried the post of Lambusart on the 
French right, the republicans on the left were forced 
to give way; the important post of Fleurus, exposed 
both in front and flank, was on the point of being 
taken; and the central divisions were in fiill retreat; 
when Jourdan hastened to their rescue with six bat- 
talions, and checked the enemy's advance : at the same 
time, Dubois with his cavalry overthrew the imperial in- 
fitntry, and took fifty pieces of cannon : being, however, 
disordered by their rapid charge, they were attacked 
in turn by the Austrian cuirassiers, obliged to leave 
the captured guns, and driven back to then* own lines. 
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Meanwhile, the left wing of the allies under Beau- xxxvii 
lieu, after various attempts, carried the village of- 
Lambusart, and drove the greater part of the repub- 
lican forces opposed to them across the Sambre; but 
the rapid fire of the French artillery prevented them 
from oDtaimiig complete success, or even debouching 
from the village. As affairs stood, the French were 
worsted in every quarter : the right, under Moreau, 
being driven back, had in great part recrossed the 
river; the left, under Montaigu, had done the same; 
and the forces in the centre had been partly compelled 
to recede, while the grand redoubt which covered the 
village of.Fleurus was in danger of being carried: at 
this moment, the prince of Saxe Coburg, having heard 
that Gharleroi had fallen, ordered the allied forces to 
retire at all points ; as if that had been the only object 
for which they were contending : thus ende^l, in a 
drawn battle, what might have been a splendid 
victory; and the loss of the Netherlands followed a 
contest, which would have led a spirited and able 
commander to the capital of France. 

Coburg now retired to NivelljBs, and soon after^ 
wards took post at Mont St. Jean and Waterloo, in 
advance of the forest of Soignies, places since rendered 
so £Eunous in the annals of war: Mons was then 
abandoned, and the allied forces were concentrated 
before Brussels: several actions took place in the 
berinninff of July between the rear guard of the allies 
and the French, at Mont St. Jean, Brain la Leude, 
and the Sambre; but prince Coburg found himself 
luiable to maintain his position at Brussels, and fell 
back behind the Dyle. 

The superiority of the republican forces was so great 
in Western Flanders, that Toumay was evacuated; 
and Pichegru marched on Ghent to force back Clairfait, 
while he detached Moreau against the strong places 
on the coast; where Nieuport and fort Fduse, the 
key of the Scheldt, were taken; while the island of 
Cadsand was soon afterwards overrun. Clairfait, 
though reinforced by the British troops, which had 
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xxxyih ™^^^®d ^^ Ostend,^ under lord Moira, was unable 

to make head against Pichegru: having vainly 

*^^^ attempted, in conjunction with prince Coburg, to cover 
Brussels, he also fell back behind the Dyle ; while 
the duke of York retired in the same direction, and 
encamped between Malines and Louvain : this retreat 
of the allied powers enabled the victorious armies of 
Pichegru and Jourdan to unite before Brussels on the 
tenth of July. 

The English, Hanoverian, and Dutch forces, 
amounting to 45,000 men, now took post behind the 
canal of Malines, to cover Antwerp and Holland; 
when the Austrians retired by Tirlemont on Li^e, 
for the purpose of drawing nearer to their resources 
at Cologne and Coblentz : thus, while the chief forces 
of the republicans were concentrated at Brussels, with 
their wings extending to Vilvorde and to Namur, 
their opponents retired toward the north and south, 
diverging daily farther and £a>rther from each other: 
this gave to an enterprising and powerful enemy the 
means of crushing them separately, and left him in a 
strong salient position, which would soon render the 
provinces of the Lower Rhine and the United Provinces 
untenable by his antagonists. On the fifteenth, the 
canal of Malines was forced; when the duke of York 
retired to Antwerp, which he soon evacuated, to con- 
centrate his forces in the neighborhood of Breda for 
the defence of Holland: in me mean time, Jourdan 

{ursued his advantages against Saxe Coburg, taking 
iiege and Tongres, while me Austrians retired behind 
the Meuse; after which, nothing of importance was 
meditated, imtil Valenciennes and other firontier places, 
which had been captured by the allies at the com- 
mencement of the wflir, should be reduced. The 
evacuation of Flanders was regarded, at the time, as a 
matter of policy on the part of his imperial majesty; 

* ' This town wac evacuated on tbeilntof July: thegarriaon at Nienport migbt 
have been withdrawn at the same time; but it' was overlooked in the hurry of 
removing the stores from other places : 600 emigranu found in the town after its 
surrender, fell into the hands of their enraged countrymen, and were drawn up ia 
the dryditch, exposed to the fire of artillery loaded with grape shot'— -Nanratiie 
of the War, by an OiBcer of the Guards, vol. ii. p. 77. 
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who, being irritated by the want of energy and dis- ^xxviL 
affection of the people, intended that they should — — — 
experience the difference between his mild government 
and that of the disciples of Robespierre. * But,' says 
an accurate observer,^ ^ had this been the case, marslial 
Clair&it would assuredly have received a hint of his 
sovereign's intention; as a prodigious number of lives 
might have been easily spared, which were sacrificed, 
wMle that unfortunate general was disputing the 
ground, inch by inch, with the invaders/ K, however, 
says the same authority, it afforded the emperor any 
consolation, in his misfortunes, to know that the 
Netherlanders smarted imder the republican gripe, his 
feelings must have been gratified in a very peculiar 
manner: every young man capable of hearmg arms 
found himself in requisition ; the coin of the country 
was called in, and exchanged for assignats at par; 
merchandise and private property were indiscriminately 
seized; and the revolutionary tribunal was kept in 
constant employ by commissioners sent to fraternise 
and unite Belgium with France. Among numerous 
victims to their insatiable barbarity, were two of the 
most beautiful young women of Toumay, ardently 
attached to a pair of Sritish officers : after the evacua^ 
tion of the town, letters from those absent lovers 
were found in their possesedon; and being accused of 
correspondence with the enemy, they were hurried to 
the fatal cart, and conveyed to Lisle; nor did the 
merciless blade of the guillotine ever descend on more 
lovely or innocent martyrs,^ Ghent was taxed to the 
amount of 7,000,000 fivres : the convent of nobles 
paid 1,000,000; that of Bodeloo 800,000; and mer- 
cantile houses in proportion : where there was no specie, 
goods were seized; all carriages were considered in a 
state of requisition, and the owners ordered, imder 
pain of death, to send them to a general repositorv : 
Bruges was taxed in 4,000,000 livres; of miich the 
clergy were to pay 2,000,000, and the nobles 1,000,000 ; 

* See An accurate and impartial Narrative of the War, by an OflSoer of the 
Guards, vol. ii. p. 75. 

* Narrative of the War, vol. ii. p. 76. 

o 2 
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xxxviL 0^*^^^ ^ 2,000,000 ; and every other town or village 

in proportion to its size : Lille and Dunkirk were the 

grand d6p6ts for this plunder; and in order to expedite 
its transportation, as well as the produce of the 
harvest, all young men from fifteen to thirty were 
constrained to work on the canal leading from Nieuport 
to Dunkirk: no alternative was allowed but that of 
the guillotine. 

To hasten the reduction of Valenciennes and other 
fortresses, a bloody decree issued from the convention, 
ordering its commanders to refuse quarter to any 
garrison which should not surrender within twenty- 
four hours after the first summons : the French 
generals, however, who were not deficient in honor 
and humanity, refused to execute this infamous 
order,^ which was soon rendered nugatory by the fall 
of Robespierre on the twenty-eighth of July. So 
sanguinary had the reign of this monster become, 
that after his rage had been satiated with all that was 
dignified in raii, eminent in science, and lovely in 
virtue, the lower classes began to feel the approach of 
danger to themselves; his own creatures trembled for 
their lives ; and the convention, which he had under- 
taken to decimate, becoming alarmed for its own safety, 
labored to undermine his influence, and to work out 
his downfall. Tallien, an intrepid man, who had been 
awakened to better feelings, was at the head of the 
conspirators : Barr^re, Billaud de Varennes, Cambon, 
as well as the friends of Danton, enlisted under his 
banners; and the dictator, with his executioner 
Henriot, the eloquent but inexorable St. Just, Dumas 
the atrocious president of the revolutionary tribunal, 
Couthon, Le iBas, and the younger Robespierre, were 
denounced in the hall of the convention, and arrested: 
liberated from prison by the municipality of Paris, 
these decemvirs had nearly lighted up a civil contest 

* Some time before, a decree had been issued by the conyention to gire do 
quarter to the English and Hanorerian soldiers ; to which the duke of To^l, with 
the true spirit of a British prince, replied by an order of the day, ordering all 
French captivet to be treated with the same humanity as before ; and remmduig 
his army, <that mercy to the yanquished is the brightest gem in a soldier^ 
character.' 
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in the streets of the capital, but the populace, satiated ^^HAJlv 

with blood, now failed them; a part perished by their 

own hands, and the rest under the axe of that guillo- "^** 
tine with which they had desolated their country. 

At four in the morning of July 29, all Pans was in Execution 
motion to witness the execution of the tyrant : he was ^^^!^ 
placed on the car between Henriot and Couthon, the 
latter of whom wept with terror, while the former 
was uttering blasphemies : the crowd, which from 
satiety^ had long ceased to attend executions, flocked 
to this with extravagant joy; while the blood fipom * 
Robespierre's jaw, which had been broken by the 
pistol-shot of Meda, who arrested him, burst through 
the bandage, and overflowed his dress: his &ce was 
ghastly pale; he shut his eyes; but could not close 
his ears against the execrations of the multitude. A 
frantic woman, rushing from the midst of it, exclaimed, 
— * Murderers of all my kindred, vour agony fills me 
with joy : descend to heU, covered with the curses of 
every mother in France.' Twenty of his comradea 
were executed before him; and when he ascended the 
scaffold, the executioner, tearing the bandage from 
his face, caused the lower jaw to fall; on miich he 
uttered a yeU that filled even the hearts of such as 
beheld him with horror : for some minutes the frightful 
figure was exhibited to the crowd ; he was then placed 
under the fatal axe, and the last sounds that met his 
ears were the exulting shouts which hailed his exit 
from the world. Thus fell a man, whose fate strikingly 
marks the danger of a principle, too often acted on, 
which teaches — Hhat the end sanctifies the means:' 
the lower orders in France having become discontented 
with the revolution, the whole advantages of which 
seemed to be intercepted by the bourgeoisie^ attached 
themselves to Robespierre, who, with his friend St, 
Just, advocated the doctrine of absolute equality, as 
the only method of ameliorating the condition of the 
working classes : both these leaders were so convinced 
of the inefficiency of any other power to purify the 
social system, that they determined to establish a 
dictatonal authority ; having effected this, and resolved 
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xxxvii ^^ to act on the false principle above mentioned, 

^they proceeded to remove summarily every obstacle 

^^^** in their way, by exterminating all who were considered 
selfish adversaries of their system of fraternization: 
the result of this was the reign of terror, the most 
revolting tyranny which mantind had ever yet wit- 
nessed; and which fell at last before the violated 
feelings of human nature. But though sentiments of 
humanity began to appear once more in the French 
government, there was no relaxation in that energy 
and spirit which pushed its armies on to conquest. 

While the fortune of war was, after a sanguinary 
contest, inclining to the French arms on the northern 
frontier, events, of less importance indeed, but not 
less £EkVorable to them, occunred in other quarters: the 
defection of Prussia from the confederation paralysed 
all operations on the Rhine; and the reduction of 
Lyons and Toulon, by liberating the armies employed 
against those cities, gave an early and decisive supe- 
riority to the republican cause in the south. Before 
the middle of April, the army of the Alps amounted 
to 76,000 men; opposed to which were only 40,000 
Piedmontese and 10,000 Austrian auxiliaries: but 
the committee of public safety, oppressed as thev 
were in other quarters, contented themselves witn 
enjoining their commanders to drive the enemy over 
the mountains, and to seize the passes; leaving to a 
fixture year the favorite scheme of bursting into Italy. 
After a defeat of general Sarret at Little St. Bernard, 
and some repulses at Mont Cenis, general Dumas made 
himself master of the first pass in this latter barrier 
on the twenty-third of Apnl; and about the middle 
of next month he took the second, with a loss to the 
Sardinians of 600 prisoners and twenty pieces of 
cannon : he thus secured the whole ridge of the Alps 
between Savoy and Piedmont; and the key of Italy 
fell into the Imnds of the republicans. On the fron- 
tiers of Nice the operations of the French leaders were 
directed by Napoleon Bonaparte, whose design was to 
turn Saorgio by its left, and cut off the retreat of its 
garrison, by the great road over the Col di Tende. 
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His attacking force was divided into three columns : «5mi 

the first, of 20,000 men, under Massena, advanced on r-^ 

the first of April, with twenty pieces of cannon, "^*' 
intending to pass between Saorgio and the sea; the 
second, of 10,000 under Dmnerbion, remained in front 
of the enemy; while the third, of equal numbers, 
directed its course to the upper extremities of the 
valleys of the Vesubia, to communicate with the army 
of Savoy by Isola. All were eminently successful : 
Massena^ having traversed the neutral territory of 
Genoa as far as Garessio, found himself in advance of 
the enemy's main body intrenched on the western 
side of the mountains. Guided by Rusca, an intrepid 
chasseur well acquainted with these Alpine heights, he 
pursued his success; and by a skilful combination of 
his forces, stormed the redoubts of the Col Ardente, 
reached Tanardo, and took the heights which command 
the pass of the Briga : in the mean time, Dumerbion's 
atta^ of the centre had been equally fortunate; and' 
the Sardinians, evacuating the celebrated camp of 
Rauss, fell back toward the Col di Tende: his leading 
colunms now approached the fortress of Saorgio, as 
Massena's troops appeared on the heights behind it; 
and this rocky citadel surrendered at the first summons : 
nor was the French left less successful, which ascended 
the Vesubia, and drove the allies back to the Col de 
Finisterre; while general Serrurier cleared the valley 
of the Tinea, and established a conmiunication witn 
the army of Savoy by Isola. To complete these 
manoeuvres, Dumerbion despatched Gamier to seize 
the Col de Finisterre, when ne should attack the Col 
di T^ide with his centre: both operations succeeded; 
so that before the end of May, the republicans were 
masters of all the passes in the maritime Alps; and 
while from the summit of Mont Cenis they threatened 
a descent on the valley of Susa and Turin, from the 
Col di Tende they could advance directly to besiegte 
the important fortress of Coni. Napoleon wiiihed to 
push straight on to the conquest of Italy; but the 
reverses at Keyserslauten induced the government to 
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XXXVII. ^tl^draw 10,000 men from the army of the Alps in 

order to support that of the Rhine, leavinff the con- 

*^^*' querors of these aerial citadels to repose there after 
their fatigues. 

On the side of Spain, the war assumed a still more 
decided character; the reduction of Toulon had en- 
abled the central government to detach general Du^om- 
mier, with half his forces, to reinforce the division 
posted on the eastern Pyrenees; and it was resolved 
to act offensively at both extremities of that mountain 
barrier. Encamped under the cannon of Perpignan, 
the French general took active measures for infiising 
vigor and discipline into his army; while that of the 
Spaniards was proportionally, neglected. On the 
twenty^seventh of March, the republicans advanced 
toward the enemy's position; a strong redoubt was 
captured; and soon afterwards, the Spanish general, 
Dagobert, was taken off hj a malignant fever, which 
had sent above 10,000 of his men to the hospitals : the 
marquis Amarillas, who succeeded him, withdrew his 
men into the intrenched camp at Boulon, and was 
shortly afterwards superseded in the command by 

general la Union, who injudiciously transferred his 
ead quarters to Ceret : he was there attacked, on the 
thirtieth of April, by the whole French force; a re- 
doubt in his centre was stormed; and the Spanish 
army retreated in conftision; so that the French made 
themselves masters of the road to Bellegarde, by which 
the Spaniards were cut off from the regular pass into 
their own country: being seized with a panic, they 
fled in confusion over the hills, and could only be 
rallied under the cannon of Figueras, leaving 140 guns, 
1500 men, and 800 mules, with all their ammunition 
and baggage, in the enemy's hands. After some other 
successes, the sieges of BeUegarde and Collioure, the 
most important places occupied by the Spaniards on 
the French side of the Pjrenees, were undertaken: 
marshal Navarro, with 7000 men in garrison, made 
a gallant defence of the latter fortress; but the ardor 
of republican enthusiasm, and the skill of French 
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engineers, who transported artillery to places deemed xxxyii 
inaccessible, produced its surrender on the twenty-sixth — tzz: — '- 

o IF 1794. 

of May. 

At the other end of the Pjrrenean chain, nothing of 
importance was undertaken till June; wh n, stunu- 
kted by advantages gained in Rousillon, and assured 
of the organisation of their new levies, the French 
government determined to invade Spain at both ex- 
trenoities of the Pyrenees : the irruption on the west 
took place in three columns by the valley of Bastan, 
from the whole of which, by the end of July, the 
Spaniards were driven ; their intrenched camp, de- 
fended by 200 pieces of cannon, on the Bidassoa, was 
taken ; and Fontarabia surrendered at the first sum- 
mons : on the fourth of August, St. Sebastian, though 
garrisoned by 1700 regular troops, capitulated without 
firing a shot; and thus the French were firmly fixed 
on the Spanish soil, with all their wants abundantly 
supplied. 

In the mean time, Bellegarde was reduced to ex- 
tremity ; and Ja Union, reinforced by Catalonian levies, 
made strenuous efforts to relieve it, by an impetuous 
attack on the right wing of the French, at the head 
of which was Augereau; but his plans were defeated 
by the conduct of that general; and after a few days 
Bellegarde capitulated: the Spanish conmiander ex- 
cused himself by the insubordination and misconduct 
of his troops, who for the most part threw away their 
arms, and took to flight: a battalion was decimated 
for its cowardice; and la Union, despairing of success, 
solicited his dismissal. 

Discouraged by such reverses, the court of Madrid 
made proposals for peace; but these were thought so 
inadnussible, that Dugonunier was ordered * to return 
an answer from the cannon's mouth.' In the mean 
time, the Spanish commander had leisure to strengthen 
his apparently inaccessible position with 250 can- 
non, in two lines, along a succession of heights 
nearly seven leagues in extent; while an intrenched 
camp around Figueras offered him a secure retreat in 
case of disaster. On the night of the sixteenth of 
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CHAP. November, the French attacking army, 30,000 strong, 

1 advanced in three columns; the right, under Auge- 

^^^*' reau, after an arduous march of eighteen hours over 
rocks and precipices, drove the Spaniards, under Cour- 
ten, from the camp of La Maddaine, and carried the 
intrenchments in that quarter; but the left, under 
general Lauret, was repulsed by a tremendous fire 
from the Spanish batteries : the brave Dugommier, 
while preparing to support him, was killed by a shell; 
but Perpignon, who succeeded to the command, ably 
extricated Lauret from his perilous situation. Auge- 
reau, however, had vigorously pursued his success; 
and, moving his troops toward the centre, forced the 
grand redoubt, though bravely defended by 1200 
men : the Spaniards then abandfoned the heights, with 
all their artillery, and took reftige in their camp at 
Fi^eras. 

The republican troops, as usual, followed up their 
advantages. Perpignon, wisely judging that the 
Spaniards were wes^est on the left, reinforced Auge- 
reau with two fresh brigades, and on the twentieth of 
November moved all his forces to the attack. General 
Bon, leading the vanguard of the right wing over 
tracts hardly considered passable by single persons, 
repeatedly crossed the river Muga; and, ascending the 
mountain Escaulas under a terrible fire from the 
Spanish redoubts, carried the central intrenchment by 
the bayonet : la Union, hastening with the reserve to 
the redoubt of la Rosere, which was deemed impreg- 
nable, fell on the spot; the fort was stormed, and its 
whole garrison put to the sword : the rest of the re- 
doubts were then evacuated and blown up; the troops 
fled in headlong haste, overthrew a column of their 
own countrymen coming up to their defence, and 
rushed in utter dismay withm the walls of Figueras: 
a few days afterwards, the garrison, which consisted 
of 9000 men, and was amply provided with provisions 
and stores of all sorts, laid down their arms; and 
the strongest place in Spain was delivered up to its 
invaders. . 

We must now return to the operations of war on 
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the northern frontier, which did not seem likely to be ^ifxvii 

stopped even by the approach of winter* The army ^ 

of the north was 70,000 strong; that of the Sambre "^** 
and Mease, nominally rated at 145,000, had about 
120,000 effective men; while the duke of York had 
scarcely 50,000 to protect the United Provinces; and 
Glaufait, who had assumed the command which Saxe 
Coburg resigned, could muster only 100,000 to main- 
tarn the imperial authority in the Flemish provinces : 
but, morally considered, the inequality between the 
contending armies was still greater. 

On the twenty-seventh of August, Condi surren- 
dered after the example of Quesnoy; in both which 
instances it was suspected that French gold had 
stronger influence than their bayonets : on the thirtieth, 
general Micovini delivered the keys of Valenciennes 
to the republicans, after securing good terms for his 
garrison; and there, beside the usual magazines, im- 
mense stores fell into the hands of the enemy, con- 
sisting of heavy baggage belonging to the iBritish 
army, with the standards of its cavalrvJ As all 
anxiety about his rear was thus removed, Fichegru, 
being reinforced by Moreau's division, resumed offen- 
sive operations by an invasion of Holland; while the 
duke of York, with little more than half his numbers, 
had to defend a frontier twenty leagues in extent. 
His roval highness at first took up a defensive position 
behind the river Aa; but the French, having passed 
the morass of Piel, though deemed an insuperable bar- 
rier between the contenmng powers, suddenly attacked 
the advanced posts of the British right on the four- 
teenth of September; when that of Boxtel was forced, 
and 1500 of the Hesse Darmstadt troops were made 
prisoners. As the whole line then became untenable, 
general Abercrombie was sent to retake it; but he 
found the enemy so strongly posted, that he was 
obliged to retreat; and the duke himself retired to the 

' * The Anstrians,' says an accurate observer, * on their retreat from Touniay, 
certainly suspected that Cond^ would be wrested from the emperor, a« they care- 
fully removed their own stores fW>m that fortress, though it was by CoburgVadvice 
that the duke of York made use of it as a depdt.* — Accurate and impartial Narra- 
tive of the War, vol. ii. p. 85. 
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^^Yi^ right bank of the Meuse, leaving the important places 
of Bergen-op-Zoom, Breda, and Bois-le-Duc to their 
own resources.® 

Meanwhile, the army of the Sambre under Jourdan, 
being divided into six columns, prepared on the 
eighteenth of September to attack the Austrians ; who, 
after several ineffectual attempts to make a stand, 
finally evacuated their positions on the Meuse, and 
retired towards Rolduc and Aix-la-Chapelle : Jourdan 
quickly followed them; and, while Kleber with 16,000 
men blockaded Maestricht, he drove their discomfited 
forces to a strong position behind the Roer. On the 
second of October, he led an army, 100,000 strong, 
and highly disciplined, against his opponents, who 
occupiS a series of heights behind the river, whence 
their numerous train of artillery kept up a destructive 
fire : but nothing could arrest the enthusiasm of the 
republicans ; their grenadiers, under Bemadotte, 
plunged into the stream, and took the heights ; general 
Scherer also forced a passage over the river, and made 
himself master of Dueren; while Clairfait, who had 
maintained himself bravely in the centre, was obliged 
to retreat with a loss of 3000 men, and to cross the 
Rhine: next day, Jourdan entered Cologne, and by 
the twentieth of October extended his forces to Bonn; 
soon afterwards the siege of Maestricht was under- 
taken in earnest; 200 pieces of artillery were sent 
down the Meuse, which spread destruction through 
the city ; and on the fourth of November, the garrison, 
despairing of reUef, surrendered that noble fortress, 
with 350 pieces of cannon, into the hands of the 
French. AAer this event, and the capture of the castle 

• < The French ▼idettes, were advanced in many places to the opposite sids 
of the river, and frequently conversed with the British soldiers; expressing 
great regard for their national character, and assuring them that Hcfaegru's arm; 
received with universal disgust the decree of the convention, to grant Uieir bnTS 
enemies no quarter. They would fre<|nentl^ hold forth for hours with natiTe 
garrulity, winding up their remarks with this good and wholesome advice:— 
' Englishmen, go home : you have no business here ; you are too honest to be 
leagued with Austrians and Prussians : they will soon leave you in the lurch ; 
and as to the Hessians, the langrave will turn them all over to us to-moirow, if tlM 
convention offers him a ducat a day more than yon now pav hinu' These coo- 
versations usually ended with our men striking up * God save the king ;' and thein* 
Ah fa irot or the Cammgnol.* — Ibid. voL ii. p. 88. 



GEORGE m. 205 

of Rheinfels by the army of the Moselle, there remained xxxwii. 
to the Austrians nothmg of all their possessions on — ^ 

the left of the Rhine, but Luxemburg and Mayence. 

When the duke of York retreated, Pichegru laid 
siege to Bois-le-Duc; a strong place at the confluence 
of three streams, and important to the republicans as 
a base for their fiiture operations. At this period, the 
Dutch patriots began openly to avow their principles, 
the stadtholder's party decreased daily, and great 
dissentions prevailed in the principal cities of the United 
Provinces: though the means of defence at Bois-le- 
Duc had been much neglected both by the duke of 
York and the States-General, the mounds of the dikes 
were pierced, and the inundation succeeded in a great 
degree; but the French, having taken the fortress of 
CrevecoBur, which commanded the sluices of Bois-le- 
Duc, and which surrendered almost at the first shot, 
were enabled to draw off the water, and invest the 
place: after a defence disgraceful to the Dutch arms, 
it capitulated on the ninth of October; and here again 
more than 400 unfortunate emigrants were butchered 
en masse at the head of the French army. After this 
loss, the duke distributed his forces along the Waal, 
hut was soon driven across that river : he then 
stationed part of his troops within an intrenched camp 
under the guns of Nimeguen, distributing the remain- 
der in a line round Thiel, and between the Waal and 
the Leek, communicating with a Dutch corps at 
Gorcum, in the hope of being permitted to winter there 
undisturbed : in the mean time, Pichegru invested 
Grave and Venloo, the latter of which places surren- 
dered even before the works were injured. These 
successes, however, were only a prelude to more deci- 
sive results : toward the end of October, Pichegru 
undertook the siege of Nimeguen : the duke of York 
approached with 30,000 men ; and, in the beginning of 
November, a portion of the garrison, principally 
British troops, sallied out, under general de Burgh, 
against the enemy's works: advancing under a very 
heavy fire, and leaping into the trenches, without 
drawing a trigger, they drove the besiegers from their 
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XMvii P^i*^^^ ^^*^ ^^^ bayonet, occasioning them a loss of 500 
-men: this success, however, was only t^nporary; two 
days afterwards, the French opened two batteries on the 
bridge of boats, and one on the town ; which the allied 
commanders hastily evacuated, and marched toward 
Thiel, leaving 2500 men under general de Burgh: 
these troops, together with the Dutch, were thought 
to be a sufficient garrison; but discouraged by the 
flight of their fellow-soldiers, and terrified by the 
redoubled fire of the French, they abandoned the place 
next night. The British and Hanoverians, having 
effected a retreat, burned the bridge of boats down to 
the water's edge; and about 600 Dutch were left to 
pass over on a temporary flying bridge: these had 
nearly completed their passage, when a chance shot 
carried away a mast to which the hawser was attached, 
on which the bridge depended : it consequently swayed 
round, and was hurried by the current toward the 
town; while the troops on it suffered severely fix)m an 
incessant fire before they could obtain a parley. Aft^r 
the fall of this grand fortress, the passage of the Waal 
could be no longer defended. 

While the Ihitch loudlv reprobated the abandon- 
ment of so important a place by their allies,^ and an 
opinion was spread in Holland that their cause was 
hopeless; the committee of public safety, guided by 
the enterprising genius of Camot, pushed forward 
their troops to n*esh conquests : accustomed to find all 
difficulties vanishing before republican energy, they 
resolved to prosecute their successes in the midst of a 
rigorous winter, and to render its very severity the 
means of overcoming the natural defences of the United 
Provinces. 

Such, however, was the short-sighted policy of the 
States-General, that they imagined it possible for them 
to negotiate a separate peace, while the French were 
on the very eve of reaping the fiiiit of all their labors: 
notwithstanding treaties and obligations, Dutch am- 
bassadors were sent to request that the ruling faction 

' Without reason ; for the duke of York had only 30,000 forces to oppose to 
70,000, and the Rhine in his rear. 
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at Paris would grant them such terms as their known xxxvii 

good faitii and generosity should dictate : the convention '- 

cajoled these petitioners with delusive promises, and ^^^** 
at the same time sent orders to their generals to pass 
the Waal, and force their way to Amsterdam; they 
depended on the disaffection of the people to accelerate 
this advance, more than the most formidable inunda- 
tions could check it; in which opinion they were 
confirmed by frequent invitations sent from the 
principal towns, with promises of a cordial recep- 
tion.i® 

Early in December, the duke of York, conceiving 
the campaign finished, set out for England, leaving 
to general Wahnoden the perilous task of protectinff a 
divided country with an inferior, defeated, and ms- 
pirited army : in the mean time, sickness among them 
increased with the increasing severity of the weather; 
and the total inattention at that time paid to the 
comfort of our suffering soldiers, now appears ahnost 
incredible.^^ Scarcely any accommodations were pre- 

'* ' One of those enterprising messengers from the disaffected patriots was 
discovered on the fourth of December, attemptin^^ to cross the Yftal ; and an 
tddren found on him, signed by 3000 of the principal inhabitants of Amsterdam, 
promisinff every effort to put that dty into Picnegru*s hands, and encouraefaig him 
to posh forwara without delay. This daring sdyenturer was apprehended hv a 
Hanoverian officer, while he was endeavoring to strike a good bargain witn a 
f^)I>er, who demanded forty ducats to carry him over the river: the envoy 
ni^tgined twenty a sufficient bribe, and lost his life in trying to save a paltry sum ; 
so itrongly is the love of gold engrafted on a Dutchman's disposition.'— Accurate 
and imnartial Narrative, &c., vol. il p. 107. 

" * Abases,' says the intelligent officer often quoted, * unheard of in any former 
war, existed in almost every department ; and our helpless countrymen were given 
up to the mercy of surgeons' matek, furnished by a cheap contract, and deputy 
^Muadoners, whose interest it was to deprive them of ever^r shadow of ei^o^ment 
The enormous sum of JB40,000 had been drawn for, during this campaign, to 
supply the sick with wine ; and such was the faifamous behavour of the medical 
1^ that the surgeons and mates ar^ very much belied indeed, if ihey were not, 
inany of them, in the constant habit of robbing the sick, and applying that neces- 
ivy article to their own use ; preferring the pleasure of carousing over flagons of 
heady port, to the drudgery of alleviating the pangs of their miser&le patients : so 
that when a soldier fell sick, and was ordered to the homital, his comrades would 
exclaim, * Ah, poor fellow 1 we shall see thee no more ; for Uiou art under orders 
'or the shambles.' When we consider how many brave men were thus sacrificed, 
^ that from fifteen to twenty guineas bounty money was publicly ofibred for 
recruits; would it not have been even more economical in government to have 
employed Rush, Lind, and other respectable men, who offered their services at the 
commencement of the war, but which were deemed exorbitant ; than to have 
"^ported, at so much per head, such numbers of inexperienced pretenders to 
*°e&ce, who scarcely knew in which hand to hold a lancet, or in what manner to 
*Pply a tourniquet ?*'->p. 109. On the same authority, it is stated, with too much 
truth, 'that at this penod, the catalogue of school-boys, who were promoted to the 
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xxxvii P*^^ ^^^ *^^ ^^^^ ^ *^^ hospitals; where, so fitr from 

• finding any thing to cover them, they could hardly 

"®** obtain a scanty allowance even of straw: hundrecis 
were found dead on the banks of rivers and canals, 
because no quarters could be procured for them in the 
towns : at the same time, the animosity of our Dutch 
allies had increased to such a degree, that a straggling 
Englishman became an object, not only of ill-treatment, 
but frequently of assassination. After several ineffec- 
tual attempts made by the French to cross the Waal, 
the hardest frost set in, about the middle of December, 
that had been remembered since the year 1739, when 
heavy cannon were transported on the ice over the 
Waal and the Rhine. General Walmoden, seeing the 
Meuse fix)zen in his front, while those two rivers were 
charged with floating ice in his rear, and justly fearing 
that the same cold which exposed his Ime to attack 
would render his retreat impracticable, moved his 
heavy cavailry to the other side of the Waal, evacuated 
his magazines and hospitals at Dwenter, and ordered 
the prince of Hesse Darmstadt to abandon the isle of 
Bommel, as soon as he should hear that the enemy 
had passed the Meuse. 

At the end of December the French army crossed 
that river, making an irruption by concentrated forces 
against a cordon of posts: the result was, that the 
Dutch fled, some to Utrecht, and others to Gorcum, 
leaving sixty pieces of cannon and 1600 prisoners in 
the hands of the republicans : these latter even made 
themselves masters of several posts on the Waal, which 
stream they crossed; but as the ice did not yet permit 
the pass^e of heavy artillery, Pichegru withdrew his 

rank of field officers over the heads of desenrinff old soldiers, was swelled cat to in 
unprecedented size. Our armv brokers carried on a most shameful and destruc- 
tive traffic in the open face of day : in a few weeks they would advance any beard- 
less youth, who could come up to their price, from one new-raised corps into 
another; and, for a farther douceur, by an exchange into an old regiment, would 
procure him a permanent station in the standing army; while they laughed to 



' gnevances, 

duke of York, when he became commander-in-chief: it is impossible to rate too 
highly the services which he rendered to his country, by the internal arrangements 
and domestic economy introduced into every departaient of the army. 
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forces again to the left bank : the right of the Dutch xxxm 
position was assailed with success, Breda was invested ; 
and Grave capitulated after a* long and honorable 
resistance. 

Seeds of dissention now began to appear among 
the allied generals : Walmoden wished to concentrate 
his forces on the Waal, between Nime^en and St. 
Andr^, against the French who were m^^ing prepara- 
tions to cross that river; but the prince of Orange 
insisted on moving the troops toward Gorcum, in 
order to cover the direct road to Amsterdam : thus 
thwarted in the only rational mode of carrying on the 
campaign, Walmoden resolved to abandon the United 
Provinces to their fate; and, with a view of securing 
his retreat to Hanover, he concentrated the English 
forces behind the Linge, and covered them on the left 
by the Austrian contingents. 

The States-General, in despair, now made proposals 
of peace to the French government, offering to recog- 
nise the republic, and pay down 200,000,000 francs : 
but the conmiittee of pubHc safety, elated with success, 
and anxious to establish a revolutionary government 
in Holland, rejected these terms and ordered Pichegru 
instantly to invade the devoted country. 

On tne eighth of January, with 70,000 men, he 
crossed the Waal at various points; the capture of 
Thiel, by Moreau, fEicilitating his passage: this for- 
midable host then attacked the remains of the British 
army, and compelled them, after a gallant resistance, 
to retreat. Without tents, and unable to procure 
cantonments, our unfortunate soldiers were obliged to 
pass the nights, during this tremendous winter, in 
the open tobacco-sheds, or under the canopy of an 
inclement st)r: but what were these sufferings com- 
pared with those of the sick and wounded ? Removed, 
as thev were, in open waggons, and exposed to the 
intensity of the frost; frequently without any victuals 
tiU the army halted, and then only scantily supplied; 
littered down in cold churches on a short allowance 
of dirty straw, without the comfort of a single blanket; 

VOL. IV. p 
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^HAP. — ii ia no wonder they expired martyrs to this tm- 

pardonable neglect. 

1794. rpj^^ situation of the stadtholder now became very 
critical : abandoned by Wahnoden's army, unable with 
his own troops to male head against the republicans, 
and in daily expectation of a revolution, his only 
resource was expatriation : haying therefore assembled 
the States-General, he avowed this resolution; re- 
commended them to make a separate peace with the 
enemy; and embarked for Great Britain. 

Meanwhile, the French generals paused in their 
career, anticipating the revolutionary movements 
which soon followed. Amsterdam led the way; 
where the magistrates resigned their authority, and 
democratic leaders were installed in their places : the 
tricolored flag was then displayed over the H6tel de 
Ville, and the republican troops entered the city amid 
the boisterous acclamations of the populace: on the 
same day, the left wing of the army made themselves 
masters of Dordrecht, containing 600 pieces of cannon 
and 10,000 muskets, with an immense store of ammu- 
nition; thence it proceeded through Rotterdam to the 
Hague, where the States-General were assembled: at 
the same time, a body of cavalry and artillery crossed 
the Zuyder Zee on tne ice, and took possession of the 
fleet which lay frozen up in the Texel; when the 
province of Zealand capitulated to the invaders, whose 
right wing, continuing its successes, obliged the 
English to abandon the line of the Issel: Friesland 
and Groningen were successively evacuated; and after 
a retreat, perhaps unequalled in the annals of militaiy 
hardship, our exhausted troops arrived at Bremen; 
where, after a halt of some weeks, they embarked for 
England. On the twenty-seventh of January, the 

Provisional representatives of the people of the 
Inited Provinces assembled; when a decree passed 
for abolishing the stadtholderate; and under the pro- 
tection of France a new provisional government was 
established, for what was now denominated the 
Batavian republic. 
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Sweden and Denmark, happily removed by distance ^xvii 
from such scenes as we have been contemplating, - — 
persevered in observing an impartial neutrality : a 
convention had been concluded between them on the 
twenty-seventh of March, by which they agreed to 
protect the freedom of northern commerce, on the 
prmciples of the armed neutrality of 1780; equipping 
jointly a fleet of sixteen sail of the line for that 
purpose: by its tenth article, the Baltic was declared 
to be a neutral sea, absolutely inaccessible to the 
armed vessels of the belligerent powers : the little 
state of Geneva, being completely under French in- 
fluence, had its constitution new modelled with a 
great tendency to democracy ; in consequence of which 
many emigrations took place. 

With respect to Poland, its fate was sealed in this 
eventful year. The czarina, by her ambassador, 
having demanded that its army should be reduced to 
16,000 men, the Poles clearly saw what would follow, 
and resolved once more to try the fate of arms : they 
required, however, a leader; and found one in the 
celebrated Kosciusko, who had learned the science of 
war under the immortal Washington. The Russians, 
proceeding still farther in their demands, required 
possession of the arsenal of Warsaw; and were pre- 
paring to seize it, when Kosciusko, advancing, defeated 
their forces in the field, while the citizens of Warsaw 
rose and drove them irom the capital : soon afterwards, 
the Prussian troops, which had quailed in honorable 
warfare, took up the trade of brigands with great 
spirit; and having defeated Kosciusko, joined the 
Kussians for the investment of Warsaw : being, how- 
ever, called off by an insurrection in South Prussia, 
the Austrians next appeared on the frontiers ; and the 
Polish army being weakened to oppose them, Kosciusko 
was defeated by the Russians, wounded, and taken 
prisoner: Suwarrow, on the refusal of the king to 
surrender the capital, led up his army, stormed it, 
and with his usual brutality gave orders to aUoyr no 
quarter. Poland was now partitioned between the 
plunderers, and ceased to be a kingdom; the patriots 

p 2 



212 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

xxxwii ^^"g proscribed, their property confiscated, and 
- .j^- Stanislaus ordered into Russia, where he spent the 
remainder of his days in captivity. Such was the 
display of the great antagonistic principle, now arrayed 
against the democratic spirit of France : but however 
we may lament the example of base and deliberate 

?)oliation, or compassionate the miseries of wretched 
oland, and detest its plunderers, we must confess, 
with an eminent writer, *that she fell the victim of 
her own dissentions; of the chimera of equality in- 
sanely pursued, and the rigor of aristocracy unceas- 
ingly maintained ; of extravagant jealousy of every 
superior, and merciless oppression of every inferior 
rank. The eldest bom of the European family was 
the first to perish, because she had thwarted all the 
ends of social union ; because she had united the 
turbulence of democratic to the exclusiveness of aris- 
tocratical societies; because she had the vadUation of 
a republic without its energy, and the oppression of a 
monarchy without its stabihty. Such a system neither 
could nor ought to be maintained : the internal feuds 
of Poland were more fatal to human happiness than 
the despotism of Russia; and the growth of improve- 
ment among its people was as slow as among the ryots 
of Hindostan.'^2 

J^^J^ The British parliament assembled on the thirtieth 
of December; and in the speech fix)m the throne, 
while the disasters of the late campaign wero admitted, 
the necessity of persisting in the war was strongly 
urged; additional efforts and increased vigor being 
represented as the only possible means of producing 
successfiil results. An official intimation was also 
given of the intended marriage of the prince of Wales 
with the princess Caroline, daughter of the duke of 
Brunswick ; and the commons were requested to make 
provision for such an establishment, as they might 
think suitable to the rank and dignity of the heir 
apparent. The celebrated diplomatist lord Malmsbaiy 
had received the king's orders to proceed to Bruns- 
wick and ask the hand of the princess: in most of his 

X AlifOD, Tol. 11. p. 475. 
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diplomatic attempts his lordship had eminently failed; xxxvii 

but here he was ominously sucoessM. According to — ' 

his own account, he found the princess in manners, 
temper, and morals, contrary to aH that he could have 
wished, but he had received no discretionary powers; 
so he concluded a contract which held not out the 
slightest hope of happiness; and was never forgiven 
by the prince. Certainly never was a business so 
mismanaged as this marriage : overwhelmed with 
debts and embarrassed by connexions, the prince of 
Wales demanded leave to travel : it was the only thing 
that might have recovered him, by creating other 
tastes beside those of English dissipation, by curtailing 
his expenses, by enabling him to see other European 
princesses, as well as one for whom aversion was so 
likely to arise : but against this more rational scheme 
the king was obstinately bent; and both their majes- 
ties were anxious to promote an ill-fated union which 
brought so much trouble on the prince, on themselves, 
and on the nation. 

The address, in answer to the king's speech, was 
seconded by Mr. Canning; who, having in a former 
session maintained, that monarchy was essential to the 
peace of every country in Europe, and that there could 
be no tranquillity for the continent or Great Britain 
while the government of France continued republi- 
can; — ^was a fit organ of the minister in upholding an 
address which inculcated the same principle. After 
defending his majesty's government against every 
imputation of the calamities and disasters of the war 
being the result of its ignorance and mismanagement, 
he as usual opened his fire on the opposition; but, in 
ridiculing their warnings and predictions, he observed, 
'It was true, they had foretold the desertion of our 
allies, as well as the astonishing exertions of the 
enemy; and he could not but confess, that such was, 
unfortunately, the result : it was, however, no difficult 
matter to prophesy disappointment and ill success; if 
the prediction proved fisdse, gentlemen would feel too 
much satisfaction in the success of their country to 
think of the prediction; if it proved true, 4hose who 
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\x\\ii ^^^® ^* would triumph, as they would certainly fed 
"- — ' some satisfaction in their superior sagacity.' When 
*^^*' he thus gave credit to the opposition for their predic- 
tions, he claimed also some credit for those on his own 
side of the question ; for when jacobinism was at its 
greatest height, when its influence circulated through 
every part of the French government, and when 
Robespierre ruled with absolute sway; even then its 
fall was foretold in that house, and happily with truth: 
he wished, however, not to be misunderstood ; he did 
not mean, that by the accession of moderates to the 
sovereign power in France, the possibility of our treat- 
ing with them had become greater; because the only 
difference between them and jacobins was, that they 
professed the intentions, though they had not the 
power of the latter : their hostility to tnis country was 
equal to that of the jacobins; and the house would 
have an opportunity of judging what reliance could be 
placed on their moderation, by the terms they would 
give to the Dutch, who were not instigators of the 
war, but compelled to join in it; and if the t^rms they 
gave to the Dutch were hard, what might this country 
expect? If we could even have a peace now with 
France, it would be an insecure one: it must be a 
peace, with aU the inconveniences and expenses of a 
war establishment ; such a peace as this country would 
never assent to. 

Mr. Pitt was this evening not a little mortified at 
the defection of Mr. Wilberforce, who had hitherto 
supported all the measures of administration, but 
who now expressed himself as alarmed at the terrible 
doctrines which had been promulgated from the throne, 
and reiterated from the ministerial side of the house. 
A perpetual war, which could only cease with the 
restoration of the French monarchy, or with a total 
ruin of our own country, was to him a startling pro- 
position, calculated to shock his principles and appal 
his feelings : he deprecated both the speech and the 
address ; and observed of Mr. Canning, that, ' hurried 
away by his eloquence, he had made assertions which 
it was impossible to maintain, and had asked questions 
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which it was unfortunately but too easy to answer:' x^vii 
he then took an extensive view of the comparative - 
state of both countries, after a long and sanguinary 
conflict, in which both had been s\:dFerers in no ordi- 
nary degree; and concluded with moving an amend- 
ment to the address. 

The manner in which this amendment was sup- 
ported, and the sentiments uttered by many who were 
supposed to be adherents of the minister, deeply 
wounded the pride of Mr. Pitt, who was imable to 
conceal his displeasure and chagrin : he rose early in 
the debate, and addressed himsdf earnestly and pathe- 
tically to the new opposition. * The reasons,' he observed, 
*that have induced gentlemen to dissent from the 
prosecution of this war, seem to have had considerable 
influence on the manner in which they speak of its 
justice and necessity at the commencement; and their 
language is fainter and feebler than I had reason to 
expect. Contending, as these gentlemen and I did, 
against a new and monstrous system of cruelty, 
anarchy, and impiety, aglainst those whose principles 
trampled on civiUsed society, religion, and law; con- 
tending, I say, against such a system, — I could not 
have entertained the slightest expectation, that from 
them would have proceeded such an amendment. It 
has pleased an inscrutable Providence, that this power 
of France should trample over every thing that has 
been opposed to it; but let us not therefore fall with- 
out making any eflforts to resist it; let us not sink 
without measuring its strength.' Notwithstanding 
this defection from his ranks, the sentiments of Mr. 
Htt prevailed; and the address was carried by a large 
Daajority. 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

GEORGE IIL (coNTiNi7ED.)-^1795. 

Anoexation of Holland to Fraoce, and change of relations among 
European states — Separate peace made by Frnssia, and neu- 
trality of the northern states of Germany — Peace made by Spain 
and Tuscany — State of France — State of England as a principal 
in the coalition, 8ec. — Different sentiments of opposition and 
ministerial members in the British parliament respecting peace 
— Sentiments of Mr. Burke — Bill for the suspension of the 
habeas corpus act continued— Subsidy to Austria — Supplies, &c. 
— Mr. Pitt's plan to man the navy — Mr. V^indham's militia bill 
— Addition made to soldier's pay without the knowlege of par- 
liament — Slave trade — Termination of Mr. Hastings's trial- 
Motion for inquiry into the state of the nation, rejected — Mar- 
riage of the prince of Wales — Settlement made by parliament, 
&c. — Affairs of Ireland — Recall of earl Fitzwilliam — Earl Camden 
viceroy — Establishment of Maynooth-college — Progress of re- 
volutionary principles — Insurrection act — Formation of Orange 
societies — Institution of armed yeomanry — ^Intercourse of united 
Irishmen with the French directory — Naval affiurs in the Medi- 
terranean — Campaign of the Alps — Victory of Loano — Affairs 
of La Vendue — Armies on the Rhine, &c. under Morcau, Jour- 
dan, and Pichegru — Military transactions — Negotiation between 
the prince de Cond4 and Hchegru — Fortune turns in favor of 
the Austrians — Suspension of arms — Affairs of the French go- 
vernment at Paris, and the formation of a new constitution- 
Revolt of the sections suppressed by Napoleon Bonaparte- 
Establishment of the directory — Bonaparte made general of tbe 
army of the interior — His marriage, &c. — State of the public 
mind in England — Early opening of the session of parliament- 
Attack on his majesty's life — Proceedings consequent on it- 
Bills to prevent seditious meetings — Hostilities commenced 
against the Dutch — Efforts made by the French to recover their 
West Indian possessions — Critical state of the country on ac- 
count of the scarcity of corn — Army, navy, and supplies, 1^.— 
Opinions respecting the war — King's message respecting a [Mci- 
fication — Discussions on it, and the state of tbe nation, &c.— 
Birth of the princess Charlotte — Separation of her parents, &c. 
•-^Riotous conduct of the populace — Daniel Eaton — Views of the 
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kingy Mr. Pitt, &c. confirmed by th6 returns at the general CHAP, 
election — Nature of the government — Vigorous preparations for ^^^^^* ^' 
war — Burke*8 ' Letters on a Regicide Peace' — His views of the 1795. 
war. 

Who, when he saw the ancient majesty and power of chtngc$ 
Europe, all that was splendid in fame or venerable in J*** ^^ 
establishment, arrayed against a single nation, could 
have divined that discomfiture and disgrace was to be 
the portion of such a coalition? yet this was the case : 
the conquest of Holland, and its annexation to France, 
secured to this latter country possession of Belgium, 
and excluded the British arms from the continent; 
whilst it totally changed the situation of Prussia and 
the north of Germany. A treaty of amity was con- 
cluded between the French and Batavian republics, 
on the sixteenth of May, the principal conditions of 
which were, the payment of one hundred millions of 
guilders by the latter; the relinquishment of Dutch 
Flanders in consideration of future compensation ; and 
the use in common of the harbor of Vlissengen : add 
to this, the Dutch bound themselves to aid the French 
with twelve ships of the line and eighteen frigates, as 
well as with half the troops which they had under 
arms. Nothing in the mean time had proved able to 
eradicate the mutual distrust between Austria and 
Prussia, cherished as it had been for half a century; 
beside which, an unaccountable exhaustion of Prus- 
sian finances had taken place : not more than a fourth 
of her army could be brourfit into the field ; and 
subsidies were sought from England apparently for 
the sake of the money, not of the war. Thus weakened, 
and left unprotected against the attack of France, 
Prussia, instead of rousing herself to effect a sincere 
and active coalition, concluded a separate treaty at 
Basle on the fifth of April, leaving France in posses- 
sion of her provinces on the left bank of the Rhine; 
while a line of demarcation was at the same time fixed 
for the neutrality of Hanover and the northern states 
of Germany: thus half the empire was withdrawn 
from the confederacy, and Austria was left to con- 
tend single-handed with her antagonist : the battle erf 
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vvv vn'i Je^fl* fl'i^d the treaty of Tilsit were the consequences of 

— — — this defection. 

Meanwhile, a union for mutual defence was formed; 
and a grand confederacy, such as Frederic the Great 
had contemplated, having Prussia for a centre, might 
have been effected: but how was confidence to exist 
after the last dismemberment of Poland; or when the 
secret compact transpired, that Prussia was to be in- 
demnified for her sacrifices at the expense of her fellow 
states?^ . 

Another ally soon afterwards seceded from the coa- 
lition. The Spaniards, defeated both in Biscay and 
Catalonia, sued for peace, which was conceded to them 
also at Basle in July; France restoring all her con- 
quests, and receiving the Spanish portion of St. 
Domingo as a compensation : even previously to the 
treaty with Prussia, the convention had concluded 
peace with the grand duke of Tuscany; and the 
Piedmontese, driven over the summit of the Alps, 
were trembling for their Italian possessions. From a 
state of the deepest depression, France had passed at 
once to triumphs greater than had ever graced the 
proudest period of Louis XIV. : by sparing neither 
blood nor treasure to accomplish its objects; by bring- 
ing up column after column to the attack, with a 
merciless prodigality of life; by unscrupulously draw- 
ing on the wealth of one half of the nation in confis- 
cations, and of the other in assignats, the committee 
of public safety had produced a force which was, for a 
time, irresistible : the revolutionary fever too was still 
ardent; and 1,500,000 men were in arms to conquer 
for the republic, whose frontiers were surrounded by 
an impregnable barrier of fortified towns. 

But the half-ruined coalition was not yet wholly to 
be dissolved : the continuance of a continental war was 
important to England; and it was prosecuted at her 
cost in every country. Who did not solicit money? 
and who did not obtaiii it? Posterity will scarcely 
credit the amount of loans raised, and burdens cast 

^ By secularisation in Munster and elsewhere according to convenience and 
i^reemeut; for Orange in Wurzburg and Hamburg. --Heeren, vol ii. p. 187. 
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on the people; which nothing could have enabled them x^^yf/j 

to sustain but a vast and rapid increase of income ' 

arising fix)m foreign trade : to promote this, by exdud- "^^* 
ing others from its advantages, was a main object of 
ministerial exertion ; and England's grand support 
was external commerce, embracing fevery quarter of 
the globe : so this war of the revolution took a com- 
mercial as well as an anti-revolutionary character; the 
dominion of the seas, and the conquest of hostile 
colonies, being the sole conditions under which the 
British system could be maintained. 

After the secession of Holland, Prussia, and Spain, 
England redoubled her exertions to keep up a conti- 
nental coalition. Austria required nothing but money : 
she had suffered too much by her losses in the Low 
Countries to permit her thinking of peace; while her 
disasters were not yet so great, as to compel her to 
renounce all hope of repairing them : no sanguinary 
contests, such as signalised the latter part of this war, 
• had as yet taken place; for scarcely had a victoiy 
been won at the expense of 6000 men to the vanquished. 
Early in the year, an alliance, offensive and defensive, 
was concluded between Great Britain, Austria, and 
Russia; but the first step toward that decisive inter- 
ference in the contest, which was ultimately taken by 
the autocrat of the north, was not productive of any 
important results : the czarina, whose attention was 
engrossed by her unjust acquisitions in Poland, merely 
sent a fleet of twelve ships of the line and eight frigates 
to join admiral Duncan, who was blockading the 
squadron which France had recently acquired from 
the Dutch republic. 

Many were the motions brought forward in the^stateof 
British parliament, during the present session, byS?iJL?'° 
members of opposition, reconunending peace with^"^'*- 
France: the government of that country was repre- 
sented as no longer revolutionary, but as one which 
hoth professed and practised moderation : thus, it was 
said, the great object of the war was gained ; while the 
continued disasters of the allies proved the impossi- 
bility of forcing on France a government contrary to 
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xxxyfii *^^ inclinations of its people; and if we continued 
- fighting for the restoration of the Bourbons, no end 
appeared to the contest: nevertheless, the sentiments 
of ministers prevailed, whose objections to peace began 
to rest more and more on arguments drawn from the 
internal constitution of France : though they did not 
directly fix on the restoration of monarchy as a con- 
dition of peace; yet, professing to make war for the 
sake of security, they plainly intimated that no other 
means of security existed: they chiefly contended, 
however, that the French government was changed in 
form only, not in spirit; that its hatred to this country 
was irreconcilable; that its principal motive for mak- 
ing separate treaties with other nations was, to gain a 
power of turning its whole force against Great Britain ; 
and that to acknowlege the legitimacy of such an insti- 
tution, which must be done in the case of negotiations 
for peace, would be to declare all other governments 
founded on principles of injustice; would be not only 
to disgrace, but to ruin our own. It was also argued, 
that the losses of the French had been greater than all 
those of the allies put together; that their forced re- 
quisitions could not be kept up without severities like 
those of the reign of terror; and that now was the 
time, by vigorous means, to compel their government 
to augment its redundant paper currency, which would 
soon complete the ruin of its financial resources. 

Parliament, notwithstanding the unfortunate results 
of our interference, and the existence of a large mass 
of discontent, was favorable to a continuation of the 
contest; but if we are to judge from the private cor- 
respondence of the great organ of the war faction, we 
shall conclude that very gloomy presentiments pos- 
sessed the minds of those who appeared to be most 
strenuous for it, and most sanguine as to its conse- 
quences. It is thus that Mr. Burke writes, on the 
sixth of February, to Mr.Wilmot, manager of sub- 
scriptions for the relief of the French emigrants:— 
* It seems decided that some great change is to take 
place in human affairs : the only thing which appears 
to me consolatory, is the magnanimity of the king and 
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the two houses: we have still, and so have some other «x\vur 

nations, resources enough, if we have the spirit and — ' 

the skill to use them. If I thought, that they who find *'^^' 
no resource but in submission to a cruel and impla* 
cable, and now the most powerful enemy that this 
country ever had, acted only from pusillanimity, we 
might have hopes that necessitv would generate courage ; 
but I know that they are of another character; men 
bold and confident m the extreme: when, therefore, 
I see the bold playing the part of the feeble and pusil- 
lanimous, I do not consider them as shrinking from 
an enemy, but as acting in his favor: this is very 
alarming; and the more so, as, for the first time in our 
struggle with France, whatever form it might appear 
in, its dangerous power and extravagant ambition has 
disarmed our councils and weakened our efibrts : but 
1 still praise the wisdom and spirit of those who resist 
the great dangers that environ us both from without 
and from within; and God may, while these dissen- 
tions last, raise up some great military character to 
save us.' ^ 

Arguments, for the attainment of peace, were re- ivoceed- 
peatedly brought forward during the session ;* but the ^iiment. 
pacific propositions founded on them were successively 
negatived. In lieu of a conciliatory proposal made 
by the duke of Bedford, lord Grenville successfiiUy 
moved, that a vigorous prosecution of the war would 
be the most efiectual method of procuring a solid and 
permanent peace. 

Such being the sentiments of our legislature, the 
attorney-general, on the fifteenth of January, brought 
in a bill to continue the suspension of the habeas 
corpus act for a limited time; and it passed both 
houses, with a protest in that of the lords, signed by 
the dukes of IJorfolk and Bedford, and the earls of 
Lauderdale and Guilford. A motion for repeal of the 
suspension bill had been previously made by Sheridan, 
on the fifth of January, on the ground of its own pre- 

* Ellis's Original Letters, second series, vol. iv. p. 541. 

* By lord Stanhope on the sixth of January, by Mr. Grey on the twenty-sixth of 
February, by the duke of Bedford on the twenty-seycnth of February, and by Mr. 
Wilberforce on the twenty- seventh of May. 
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xxxviii ^™^1^» which stated that a dangerous and treasonable 

' conspiracrjr existed in this country; whilst a verdict in 

^'^^' court had shown this conspiracy to have been a mere 
fabrication: no treason had been brought to light; 
the alleged ground of the suspension did not exist; 
therefore the suspension, which in fact suspended the 
whole constitution of the realm, was unnecessary. Mr. 
Windham, who had imbibed all Burke's notions 
regarding the present contest, maintained that the 
favorable verdicts in the late trials arose fipom the 
ignorance and incapacity of juries to discern the true 
state of the case : uie real object, he observed, of the 
societies in question was to overturn our constitution; 
and the principles imported from France would pro- 
duce the worst effects, unless they were opposed with 
the strictest vigilance: the determination of a jury 
was no proof of the non-existence of a conspiracy: 
guilty persons were often acquitted in courts of justice, 
not because they were considered innocent, but noierely 
because there was no strictly legal evidence to confirm 
the truth : a doubt of their guilt, in the breasts of the 
jury, was sufficient to free them from punishment, 
but not to clear their character: the verdict in their 
fevor could not therefore operate as a motive for re- 
pealing the act, even if it were admitted that their 
indictment for high treason had not been supported 
by legal proofs; but if the judicious and unbiassed 
public looked on them as guilty of an attempt, for 
which the law had not duly provided, it became the 
duty of parliament to make such provision. 

Mr. Pitt having delivered to the house of conmions 
a message from the king, regarding a loan of 
£4,600,000 to aid the exertions of his imperial majesty 
in the ensuing campaign, and to be advanced on the 
credit of his hereditary dominions, — a considerable 
discussion arose; in the course of which, Mr. Fox said, 
that the recent defection of Prussia, immediately after 
pocketing our gold, ought to operate as a caution 
against all advances to German princes; nor had he 
any confidence in the efficacy of the proposed loan: 
sir William Pulteney, on the contrary, entertained a 
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on of its probable utility. Lord 
Grenville, in the upper house, had so much reliance on 



very different opinion of its probable utility. Lord ^xx vTii 



the promised exertions of his imperial majesty, that he ^'^^' 
would rather consent to make him a present of the 
desired sum, than lose the chance of his co-operation ; 
while the marquis of Lansdowne argued strongly 
against any connexion with Germany : the proposition 
was agreed to by large majorities. 

On the twenty-third of February the minister sub- 
mitted his annual statement of supplies, as well as 
ways and means, to the consideration of the house. 
The number of men required for the present year was 
85,000 seamen and 16,000 marines; 120,000 regulars, 
66,000 militia, and 40,000 men, partly for Ireland, 
and partly for the plantations ; beside fencibles and 
volunteers, foreign troops in British pay, and embodied 
emigrants : the sum demanded to maintain these forces, 
with the ordnance and extraordinaries, amounted to 
£27,54:b,0O0 ; and the loan proposed was £18,000,000 ; 
being the largest voted by parliament up to this 
period. New taxes were imposed on wine, spirits, tea, 
coffee, insurances, hair-powder, &c. ; which, with an 
abridgment of the privilege of franking, were estimated 
to produce £1,644,000 ; of which £357,000 were to be 
applied to the progressive reduction of our national 
debt: as a counterpoise to these additional burdens, 
the minister mentioned, in terms of high satisfaction, 
the imexampled increase of our commerce in the pre- 
ceding year. The loan, having been raised by private " 
contract, and not by open competition, was severely 
censured : the terms were alleged to be at least five 
per cent, more &vorable than was necessary to the 
contractors. 

As it became expedient to devise some speedy and 
effectual method to levy soldiers and sailors, Mr. Pitt 
brought forward a new plan for manning our navy, 
''^thout throwing the burden so heavily on a particular 
class of the community by press warrants. As the 
owners of merchantmen were most interested in 
iiMiintaining our naval superiority, he proposed that 
6^h ship, on clearing out, should furnish a certain 
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XXX vnr ^^°^^^ ^^ meUj according to its tonnage ; with a 

J. smaller proportion from the coasting trade, and some 

"^^- from those employed in our inland navigation : beside 
which, every parish in the kingdom should furnish 
one man: after a few modifications, this proposition 
passed into a law, and officers were appointed to super- 
intend the levies. Mr. Windham, as secretary at war, 
reviewed our means of internal defence, and carried 
a proposition for improving the discipline and aug- 
menting the numbers of the militia : this however was 
opposed by Fox and Sheridan, as tending to increase 
the influence of ministers, and as preparatory to the 
establishment of arbitrary power. The season had 
been remarkable for scarcity and dearth: the price 
of provisions was so high, that the pay of the soldiers 
was wholly insufficient ; and government, without 
applying to parliament, had granted them an extra- 
ordinary allowance: humane and necessary as this 
measure was, it was represented as inexcusable while 
parliament was sitting; and a resolution was proposed, 
declaring it illegal to augment the pay of the army 
without the consent of the legislature. Ministers, 
however, defended the measure, as merely temporary, 
and the result of necessity: after a warm discussion, 
which embraced many constitutional topics, the motion 
was negatived. 

On the twenty-sixth of February, Mr. Wilberforcc 
brought again before the house of commons the subject 
of the slave trade, by a proposition for its final aboli- 
tion: it was opposed, as before, by the West Indian 
interest; and on a division, the motion was postponed 
for six months by a majority of seventeen. The trial 
of Mr. Hastings terminated this year, on the twenty- 
third of April, after the public interest in it had been 
diminished by its prolongation, and at length supe^ 
seded by other subjects of overwhelming importance: 
only twenty-nine peers assembled at the final judg- 
ment; to each of whom every one of the sixteen arti- 
cles was put separately, with the question of guilty or 
not guilty : the general result was, that on two chai^ 
he was unanimously acquitted; with respect to the 



GEORGE UL 225 

others, votes varied from three to six ' guilty/ against xxxvfir 



the remainder ' not guilty:' the lord chancellor then 
pronounced him acquitted of all the charges ; on which, ^^^^* 
the ex-governor bowed to the court, and retired in 
silence from its bar. The public appeared generally 
satisfied with the result of the trial; though few were 
found who did not think it necessary, in order to clear 
the honor of the nation, and prove to the oppressed 
inhabitants of India that in England they womd still 
find avengers of their wrongs. 

It can be no more denied that certain portions of 
the conduct of this eminent statesman were inconsis- 
tent with the rules of British justice, and the senti- 
ments of humanity; than that his political abilities 
secured the authority, and established the dominion of 
this country over the East. Conscious of the inmiense 
advantages they had derived from his exertions, the 
East India company discharged the costs of his trial, 
amounting to upwards of £70,000 : they also voted a 
pecuniary donation, to remove from indigence so illus- 
trious a servant, who had confessedly attended more 
to their interests than to his own. 

Perceiving that ministers, and a great majority in 
parliament, were totally averse to reconciliation with 
France, the opposition determined at once to try its 
strength, by a motion for inquiry into the state of the 
nation ; ana the management of this momentous ques- 
tion was entrusted to Mr. Fox, who moved for a com- 
mittee on the twenty -fourth of March : his introductory 
speech on this occasion was one of transcendent ability, 
and characterised by his illustrious opponent, as 
'among the most eloquent ever delivered in that 
house.' After showing the necessity that existed for 
inquiry, in the rapid progress of the enemy, and their 
acquired superiority; in the losses sustained by our 
armies ; in our vast expenditure and increased taxation, 
as well as in the useless subsidies which we scattered 
abroad with so much prodigality ; he turned attention 
to the aflEairs of Ireland, the recall of its lord lieutenant 
which had lately taken place, and the general irritation, 
of its inhabitants : he alluded also to the dissatisfaction 

VOL. IV. Q 
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X xxvni P^valent in England, where an opinion was gaining 

* ground, that the commons could not fisdrly represent 

'^^^' the nation, from their undeviating compliance with 
every measure proposed by ministers, notwithstanding 
aJl their ill conduct in the prosecution of the war. 
What, he asked, were the grounds for such extraor- 
dinary confidence in men, whose schemes continually 
miscarried? Even supposing the war had been just, 
which question he was not now canvassing, did the 
succession of plans and series of events afford any 
reason for unlimited confidence in his majesty's present 
counsellors, as wise, energetic, and effective war minis- 
ters? If they really deserved confidence, they would 
not resist inquiry : men who dreaded a scrutmy into 
their conduct, afforded a strong presumption that it 
would not bear examination : no man, conscious of the 
able and upright discharge of his duty, would flinch 
from any investigation into his actions. 

Mr. ritt objected to inquirv on the extensive plan 
proposed, as being incompatible with other parliamen- 
tary business : part of the proposer's objects also were 
inexpedient and unreasonable; he had exaggerated 
our losses, detracted from our advantages, and exhi- 
bited on the whole an unfair statement of our situation. 
The condition of Ireland, which Fox had made only a 
collateral subject of discussion, Pitt treated as if it had 
been introduced as a point of fiindamental importance ; 
directing to its agitation the greater part of his argu- 
ment and declamation: Mr. Canning followed his 
patron in the same strain; but adroitly avoided all 
recognition of those principles, of which he was after- 
wards so distinguished an advocate. The question of 
Roman-catholic emancipation, said he, as £ar as he 
could judge from report, appeared to be intimately 
connected with the present situation of Irish affairs, 
and to involve in it the justification or condemnation 
of one or other of his majesty's ministers : whichever 
it might be that in the end should appear culpable or 
innocent, how difficult would it be to come to any 
conclusion on their conduct, without advancing by the 
way some declaration of opinion on the catholic ques- 
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tion! and whatever that opinion might be, how coyld xxxvm 

a member of the British house of commons consent to '- 

degrade it to a mere debating club, deliberating and "^^" 
deciding without effect? or what friend of Irish inde- 
pendence could tamely suffer a vote of parliament to 
anticipate the judgment, and dictate the decision, of 
the Irish legislature, on a subject so nearly and exclu- 
sively connected with the rights and interests of his 
country? 

It was replied by Messrs. Sheridan and Fox, that 
the minister, instead of meeting, had only shifted the 
question ; that if Mr. Fox had misrepresented the 
state of the country, the means of refuting him lay 
not in mere assertions of the party accused, but in a 
fair investigation of conduct : their arguments, how- 
ever, had no weight with the majority of the house : 
credit was given to ministers on their claims to con- 
fidence, and the motion was rejected; as also was a 
similar proposition, brought forward by lord Guildford 
in the house of peers : specific motions were afterwards 
made in both houses for inquiry respecting Irish affairs, 
but with as little success. 

In April the princess Caroline of Brunswick arrived Mamageof 
in England, and was received with every mark of ^^^vKd^ 
distinction due to her birth and contracted alliance: 
on the eighth the inauspicious nuptials were celebrated ; 
* whilst it was generally understood that his royal 
highness was influenced in forming this connexion by 
the promise of an ample provision topav his enormous 
debts, which now amounted to more than £600,000 : 
this is no more than probable from his known attach- 
ment at the time to Mrs. Fitzherbert, with whom, it 
was stated, the marriage ceremony, though invalid 
by law, had taken place. On the twenty-seventh of 
April, the king, who was in a very unpleasant 
dilemma, from having declared, in 1787, that no 
farther debts should be incurred by the prince, sent 
a message to the house, announcmg his marriage; 
and at the same time expressing deep regret in being 
obliged to declare, that the benefit of any settlement 
which might then be made, could not be effectually 

Q 2 
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XXX vni sey^red to his royal highness, except he were provided 
-^-— -^ with the means of liberating himself from the large 
encumbrances to which he was liable: his majesty, 
however, disclaimed all idea of proposing that parlia- 
ment should make any specific provision for that 
object; and he earnestly requested the house to take 
into consideration the propriety of providing for the 
gradual discharge of those encumbrances, by a tem- 
porary reservation of the revenues of the duchy of 
Cornwall, as well as of a proportion of the prince's 
annual income. 

After some discussion, the house determined to 
settle on his royal highness an income of £125,000; 
together with the revenue of the duchy, estimated at 
£13,000; of which £75,000 annuallv should be applied 
to the liquidation of his debts ; and that a law should 
be passed to prevent the heir-apparent, in future, fix>m 
being involved in similar difficulties; a jointure also 
of £50,000 per annum was settled on the princess, in 
case she survived her royal consort : the discussion of 
this question, however, created great dissatisfaction in 
the nation at large ; and much indiscriminate censure 
was cast both on the king and the queen. Events 
will testify, that the period in which such additional 
burdens were imposed on the people, was, of all 
others, most dangerous to monarchical interests; and 
that they tended to increase the disaffection and dis- • 
loyalty which began to appear in a large portion of 
the community. 
^«^wof Allusion has been already made to the affairs of 
^ Ireland, which formed a very important subject of 

consideration during the present session. The bill of 
1793, so much desired by the catholics, had not had the 
desired effect in conciliating the people, or stopping 
the progress of the united Irishmen; for early in the 
following year they published a plan of equal repre- 
sentation, on the principle of universal suffrage; and 
before its conclusion their association became secret^ 
and decidedly revolutionary ; so that the interposition 
of government was loudly called for. A charge of 
treasonable correspondence with the French rulers 
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was brought against Archibald Hamilton Rowan, xxxvm. 



who had been already found guilty, and was suffering 
imprisonment, for circulating the manifesto; but 
before he could be brought to trial, he effected his 
escape from jail, and fled to the continent: thither 
he was followed by the celebrated democrat, James 
Napper Tandy, who had given bail to stand his trial 
at Dundalk ; and by Theobald Wolfe Tone, a lawyer of 
talent, and principal iramer of the society of united 
Irishmen : Rowan was supposed to be implicated in 
treasonable correspondence with the Rev. William 
Jackson, a protestant clergyman, who was tried next 
year and found guilty; but who expired at the bar of 
the court, after swallowing a dose of poison, to avoid 
the shame of a public execution. All these circum- 
stances tended to show that there was very little 
probability of pacifying Ireland by means of catholic 
emancipation: earl Fitzwilliam, however, its present 
lord-lieutenant, thought otherwise, and determined to 
try the efficacy of that measure; which, as he after- 
wards declared,* he was authorized to carry into effect 
when he accepted the office of viceroy: according, 
therefore, to the supposed spirit of his instructions, 
he commenced, by removing from their places, but 
with suitable compensations, such servants of govern- 
ment as were averse to his proceedings; among whom 
was the right hon. John Beresford, first commissioner 
of the revenue; whose family, always inimical to the 
catholic claims, had ever been most ardent in support 
of ministerial measures. The steps taken for accelera- 
ting emancipation passed without any animadversion ; 
bat the dismissal of Mr. Beresford and his adherents 
gave ^reat offence to the English cabinet; and as the 
lord-lieutenant refused to alter his arrangements, 
they determined to recall him : in the mean time, a 
bill had been brought into the Irish house of commons, 
by Mr. Henry Grattan, to repeal all the remaining 
disqualifications of Romanists ; and received so favor- 
ably, that only three dissentient voices were heard 
against it : accordingly, when the lord-lieutenant's 

« See his letter to lord Carlisle. 
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XXX viii ^^"^^^ ^^ rumored abroad, a deputation from the 

-' catholic body was despatched with a petition to the 

"^^ king, deprecating the removal of a viceroy, whose 
popularity was so great, that through it the extra- 
ordinary supply of £1,700,000 had be^ voted without 
any opposition. The deputies were very graciously 
received, but the object of their mission was not 
accomplished; for on the twenty-fifth of March earl 
FitzwUliam resigned his vice-regal government, leaving 
behind him sincere regret among the Irish people: 
when he arrived in England, he made his appearance 
in the house of lords, and challenged ministers to 
show how his measures deserved that censure which 
their conduct seemed to imply; they, however, con- 
tended that no blame was cast on his lordship, and 
therefore no inquiry was necessary for his vindication; 
whilst important reasons of state rendered the discus- 
sion of Insh affairs altogether improper; the motions 
made in both houses for an investigation were accord- 
ingly rejected. 

Ine administration of lord Camden successor to 
the popular earl Fitzwilliam, had an ominous com- 
mencement ; for on the thirty-first of March, when 
he was sworn into office, a mob violently assaulted 
the primate, and lord chancellor Fitzgibbon, on their 
return from the castle; wounding the latter, with a 
stone, on the head. He was particularly obnoxious to 
the lower orders from his strenuous opposition to com- 
plete emancipation ; a bill for which was brought for- 
ward on the fourth of May, and, after a violent debate 
protracted through the night, was rejected by a large 
majority; in compliance, however, with a memorial 
from the catholic prelates, addressed in the preceding 
year to the earl of Westmorland, a motion was carried 
this session, to establish a college at Maynooth, for the 
education of young Irishmen destined for the priest- 
hood, but precluded fix)m studying in foreign universi- 
ties by the disordered state of the continent: £40,000 
was voted in the first instance ; and, for its support, 
an annual grant of £8,000 has been brought before 
parliament, in every successive session ; a pitiful sum, 
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and totally inadequate to effect the advaatages ocm-^ xxx vni 
templated by this meai)ure : indeed its ill effects in the ■ 
d^radation of the catholic clergy, and the oppression 
by them of the miserable people, were probably not 
foreseen; but they have been incalculable; and pro- 
bably the strongest of all barriers against the im- 
provement of Ireland t previous to this establishment 
at Maynooth, the catholics had obtained pemussion to 
study at the university of Dublin. 

Such indulgences, however, were not sufficient to 
satisfy them: defenders increased in numbers, and 
began to assume a very menacing attitude: their 
bands, however, included only the lower dasses; but 
the united Irishmen began, at this time, to f(»*m a new 
system, combining malcontents of every class, and of 
all religious persuasions against the government. Each 
admitted m!anber took an oath of secresy ; and though 
reform iii parliament was still the avowed object of 
association, yet the words of the test were altered; 
and, the very name of parliament being omitted, * a 
All! and adequate representation of the people of 
Ireland ' was the form now substituted: its object was 
to draw reformers into a combination with republicans, 
which latter entertained hopes of assistance in their 
schemes from the French government : toward the end 
of the year, discontent and disaffection became so 
general, that the existing laws were deemed insufficient 
to repress popular violence ; in consequence, a measure, 
which nothing but strong necessity could justify, was 
put into practice in the "western counties; the magis- 
trates there were accustomed to assemble, at the requi- 
sition of lord Carhampton, who held a military com- 
inand; and, after examining charges against persons 
conj&ned in jail, as defenders, or otherwise engaged in 
illegal practices, they would send those who appeared 
most guilty to serve on board the fleet; and these 
orders his lordship undertook to see executed. His 
conduct was as much applauded by government as 
condemned by opposition; and subsequently a bill of 
indemnity was carried to secure the magistrates from 
danger. In the next session of parliament, which 
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^HAP. commenced in January, an act was passed, legally 

investing the magistrates with that power which a 

^^^^* portion of them had assumed: this was termed the 
msurrection act; authorising the lord-lieutenant and 
council, on a petition from seven magistrates of any 
county assembled at a sessions of the peace, to proclaim 
that county, or any district of it, in a state of disturb- 
ance; and giving the magistrates authority to search 
for arms, and treat as culprits, all persons, who, without 
sufficient excuse, should be discovered out of their 
' houses at unseasonable hours : they might also seize 
on such as could not render a satisfactory account of 
themselves; and, in default of bail, send them on board 
the fleet : it is also enacted that the administering of 
treasonable oaths was a capital offence; and that in 
case a witness was murdered, as frequently happened, 
before a trial, his written testimony should be con- 
sidered as evidence: in October, a suspension of the 
habeas corpus act took place; which enabled the agents 
of government to imprison obnoxious or suspected 
persons, without any cause assigned, or any time of 
trial appointed. 

While such measures of security were taken against 
the disaffected Irish, a body of men combined together, 
with a professed purpose of assisting government; 
though their real object was a general persecution and 
proscription of the Romanists. Hostile conflicts, oc- 
casioned by religious animosities, having long continued 
between peep-of-day boys and defenders, the former, 
being joined toward the end of 1795 by some other 
protestants, took the name of Orangemen, and formed 
an association in the county of Armagh, with a grand 
master and his deputy,^ who turned out to be men of 
the most hardened and abandoned character. Under 
their directions, these Orangemen sacked and pillaged 
the nouses of their opponents by night, under the pre- 
tence of searching for arms; posting up notices, which 
ordered them *to go to hell or Connaught;' and 

^ This miscreant, of the name of Trimble, was tried and condemned for murder 
at Armagh ; but his threat of letting out secrets, implicating higher cbancters, 
£aved him from execution ; his sentence was commuted to transportation ; but be 
was rescued from jail, and concealed on boai'd the fleet. 
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threatening severe punishment in case of disobedience, ^^^^{Ij 

which they took care to inflict. In their encounters, -* 

they generally had the victory by reason of superior ^'^*' 
discipline ; for many of them had been volunteers ; so 
that in the end tney succeeded in expelling several 
thousands of catholics from the county: during the 
latter part of 1795, and the beginning of next year, 
the roads leading from the city of Armagh, presented 
many heart-rending scenes, in groups of miserable 
families endeavoring to escape from the iron rod of 
persecution, toward the south and western districts. 
Lord Gosford, governor of the county, convened the 
magistrates for the purpose of putting an end to what 
he designated * a persecution accompanied by all the 
circumstances of ferocious cruelty that ever distin- 
guished such a calamity; in which neither age, nor 
sex, nor even acknowleged innocence as to any crime, 
was sufficient to excite mercy or afford protection;' 
but his laudable efforts were not seconded by the 
magistrates, who had strongly imbibed the spirit of 
faction; and they remained deaf to his lordship's in- 
sinuation, ' that impartial justice had disappeared fix)m 
the county.' ^ 

An association, composed on different principles, 
and calculated to be extensively useful, had its com- 
mencement this year; when government began to 
embody an armed yeomanry to assist the regular 
troops and militia. Great opposition was made by the 
disloyal part of the country to the establishment of 
this force; but it was carried into effect; and in the 
course of six months amounted to 37,000 men, still 
increasing, and proving themselves, by their activity, 
courage, and loyalty, in times of extreme peril, worthy 
of the confidence reposed in them : during such pre- 
parations, howevei!, the leaders of united Irishmen 
were not inactive; but in the summer of 1795, they 
entered into negotiation with the French republic, 

' These atrocious associations most not be confounded with the Orange societies 
afterwards formed by persons of more respectable character and connexions : 
although we have lately seen the danger arising from such party confederacies, 
from the extraordinary exposure of Orange practices, by a parliamentary conu 
n^itlec in the session of 1835. 
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XXX vTii ^"^P^cting a separation from the British goyeminent : 
- —in January, 1796, their messenger returned with a 
&yorable answer ; and in the summer of the same year, 
a plan of invasion was settled at an interview^ which 
took place on the French £rontier, between lord Edward 
Fitzgerald, Arthur O'Connor, and general Hodie. 
These preparations, during the autumn, were the sab- 
ject of familiar conversation, both in England and 
Ireland; but the British cabinet, dther doubting or 
disregarding the intelligence, neglected to take suitable 
measures of defence. 
N^»^ . During the winter of 1794, the French goyemment 

the M^i- made great exertions to put their navy on a respect- 
terraneau. ^blc footiug ; but aU their efforts on the ocean led 
only to disaster; though nothing but extraordinary 
bravery in our seamen, and the accidental employment 
of able officers, preserved the British from being the 
suffering party. In the spring of this year 32 ^al of 
the line, and several frigates, put to sea from Brest, 
being followed by Lord Howe, with the channel fleet 
of 39 sail of the line, two of 50 guns, two of 44, and 
19 frigates ; out of which he had to provide many 
convoys for our traders. He soon learned, however, 
that the French had sustained such damage in a heavy 
gale, in which the unfortunate Eevohitionaire foun- 
dered, as to compel their return into harbor : this 
able commander then returned to Spithead, after look- 
ing into Brest, to assure himself that the enemy's fleet 
was not at sea, and finally struck that flag under 
which he had rendered so many services to his country. 
Early in March the Toulon squadron, consisting of 
seventeen ships of the line, put to sea, with a design 
of expelling the English from the gulf of Genoa, and 
landing troops in Corsica : not being aware of this 
intention, admiral Hotham, who commanded the Medi- 
terranean fleet, was at Leghorn ; and the enemy 
succeeded in capturing the Berwick, of seventy-four 
guns, which found itself suddenly surrounded by the 
enemy. On the seventh of March, however, the British 
admiral set sail with thirteen ships of the line, half- 
manned, and one Neapolitan seventy-four; but he had 
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i Nelson, and that more than com 
pensated all deficiencies. A partial engagement en 



with him the gallant Nelson, and that more than com- ^xx vni 



sued, in which the 9a-Ira and the Censeur ^11 into the ^^^' 
hands of the British, principally through the admirable 
conduct of Nelson in the Agamemnon ; and then was 
seen, strikingly displayed, the difference between an 
officer of the old school, who had been long laid by on 
the peace establishment, and one of that new energetic 
class, which was about to render the British navy a 
counterpoise to the military power of France. As soon 
as the two vessels had struck, Nelson proposed to 
admiral Hotham that they should be left with the 
Illustrious and Courageux, which had been crippled 
in the action; and that the rest of the fleet should 
pursue the enemy, and follow up the advantage already 
gained: but his reply was, * We must be contented: 
we have done very well.'^ * Now,' said Nelson, 'had 
we captured ten sail, and allowed the eleventh to 
escape, I could never have called it well done.' The 
axjtion that had taken place saved Corsica for the time : 
but the victory was so incomplete, that the arrival at 
Toulon of six sail of the line from Brest, gave the 
French a superiority, which, if they had known how 
to use it, might have enabled them to become masters 
of the Mediterranean. * The British navy,' says Mr. 
Southey, 'had been much neglected during lord 
Chatham's administration at the admiralty;® and it 

' The following aceoont was oommmucated to the author by the late Dr. Valpy^ 
of Reading ; and ne received it from captain Broke, who was at the time in ques- 
tion first lieutenant in admiral Hotham'S flag-ship : — * When we saw the French 
fleet in the morning, the prospect was so favorable, that the officers congratulated 
each other on the certainty of promotion, fully expecting that all the enemy's ships 
would be taken or sunk : but what was our mdignation, when we found that no 
signal was made for an engagement I The admiral remained the whole day in his 
cw>in, tossing over the leaves of the signal-book ; and as the two fleets passed on 
opposite tacks, a distant cannonade took place, which would have produced no 
effect, had not two French ships drifted into our line toward the evening. The 
admiral's conduct in this affair was so shameful, that the captains signed a round- 
robin not to serve under him again. It was said, but probably without foundation, 
that bis favorite, Signora Grassini, was in the pay of the French government, which 
was the cause of this inaction : certain it is, that he did not venture to return to 
England for two years : but when he did return, instead of being brought to trial, 
he wa$ raued to the peerage I for he possessed great parliamentary interest. Alas, 
poor admiral Byng !* 

* Life of Nelson. Yet this was the man, who, because he was Mr. Pitt*s 
brother, and a favorite at court, was afterwards selected to command the largest 
wd most important expedition that ever left the shores of Great Britain^ The 
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CHAP, did not, for some time, feel the beneficial effect of His 

^removal: lord Hood had gone home to represent the 

^^^^' real state of affairs, and solicit reinforcements adequate 
to the exigences of the times, and importance of the 
scene of action : but that fatal error of sending a force 
unequal to the service; that ruinous economy, which, 
by sparing a little, renders all that is spent useless, 
infected the British councils; and lord Hood, not being 
able to obtain such reinforcements as he knew were i 
necessary, resigned his command.' Strange to say! 
at this moment we were lavbhing on Austria a sum 
more than equal to support the British navy, during 
a whole year, in its most palmy state; whilst our 
admiralty would not send ships to support those same 
allies in gaining possession of the coasts of Sardinia; 
' where,' said Nelson, ' the admiral did not feel him- 
self equal to show himself, much less to give assistance 
in operations.'^ It was not thus that the great earl 
of Chatham would have made war on the republicans: 
it was not thus that he wielded that most powerful 
arm of British greatness, when he declared to lord 
Anson, that if he did not prepare a fleet by a given 
time, he would impeach him. Meanwhile the courts 
of Vienna and Turin were making vigorous efforts for 
prosecuting the war on the Piedmontese frontier ; their 
joint effective force being raised to 60,000 men, while 
the French were in a state of n^serable destitution, 
through desertion and sickness during the severity of 
winter in those mountainous districts : after various 
actions, they were obliged to evacuate every position 
in the maritime Alps ; while the allied armies threatened 
the country of Nice and the territory of the republic. 
If the latter had pushed their advantages with vigor, 
the French right wing might have been destroyed; 
for it was only by pledging their private credit, that 
Kellerman, Berthier, and the other generals could 

result is well known ; but it was a result as disgraceful to Mr. Pitt and Gcoige UL, 
as to lord Chatham himself. 

* Soutbev*s Life of Nelson. When at length admiral Mann arriyed with only 
five ships of the line, Nelson's exclamation was * All men are alike ; and we in this 
cx>untry do not find any amendment in the old board of admiralty : thej shonld 
know that half the ships in the fleet require to go to England ; and that long ago 
they ought to have reinforced us.' 
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obtain provisions for the dispirited troops : their situa- xxxvui. 
tion was rendered still more desperate by an unsuc- ^^^^ 
cessful action between the French and British fleets 
near Frejus, when the Alcide, of seventy-four guns, 
blew up,^^ and the rest of the enemy's vessels, severely 
shattered, were obliged to retire into the harbor of 
Toulon. Nelson at this time had eight frigates placed 
under his command, and was making incredible exer- 
tions to cut off all trade between Genoa and the places 
occupied by French troops, at great risk to himself; 
since a naval captain was particularly liable to prose- 
cution for detention of vessels and damage to the 
cargoes; while the frauds of neutrals required an 
eagle's eye to detect them: yet he persevered at all 
hazards ; ' political courage being/ in the opinion of 
that great man, ' as necessary as military valor for 
an officer on a foreign station.' Fortunately for the 
republic, divisions between the allied generals para- 
lysed every movement, and nothing effectual was 
undertaken, before 7000 men were despatched from 
the army of the eastern Pyrenees, and 10,000 from 
that of the Rhine, to reinforce the Alpine legions; 
while no reinforcements were sent to their adversaries : 
their motions also were so tardy, that Nelson began 
to suspect that the Austrian court, as well as its 
general, Devins, had other ends in view than the cause 
of the allies. ^^ In the mean time, neutrab assisted Defeat 
France far nwre than the allies assisted each other ;^j^j^^ 
and privateers carried abundant supplies of provision 
from Genoa to her armies : at length, the republicans, 
under Massena, made a grand attack on the confe- 
derates, whose officers were so little aware of it, that 
the sound of French cannon roused them from a ball 
about sun-rise on the twenty-third of November. By 

^* The loss of tbis ship was said to be owing to a kind of quick-fire, with which 
tbe French fleet were provided ; an invention far more perilous to themselves than 
to thrir enemies. 

" ' This army,* said he^ ' is slow beyond all description ; and I begin to think 
^t the emperor is anxious to touch another four millions of Enslish money ; as 
^^ the German generals, war is their trade, and peace is ruin to them : we there- 
lore cuinot expect that they should have any wish to finish the war. The politics 
of courts are so mean, that private people would be ashamed to act in the same 
^»y.'— Southey's I-ife. 
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xxxvm ^^^S^^S ^V ^^ overpowering force against the Austrian 

-centre, Massena forced their position, and, breaking 

• through their line, took all their positions in rear; so 
that their left wing was liable to be overwhelmed by a 
combined attack of the French centre and right. Next 
day the imperial general took precipitate steps to draw 
back his right wing; but was assailed with such vigor 
by Augereau's battalions, that the retreat became a 
rout; and in the midst of carnage and horror, unpa- | 
ralleled as yet in this war, forty-eight pieces of can- 
non and 100 caissons were abandoned by one column; I 
while the other escaped with great difficulty, leaving i 
behind all its artillery: 5000 prisoners, eighty pieces j 
of cannon, and immense stores of ammunition, taken 
by the republicans^ signalised the great victory of j 
Loano, which terminated the campaign of the Alps in | 
1796; and by giving winter quarters to the French | 
on the Italian side of that barrier, afforded them every ! 
facility for achieving their grand object of separating j 
the Austrian from the Sardinian forces. | 

Affairs of Duriug the whole winter of 1794, the unconquer- j 
^° *^*" able Charette had, with a few thousand royalists, j 
maintained the contest in La Vendue; and all the 
princes of Europe looked up to him, as the only man 
capable of restoring the royal cause : but after the fall 
of Robespierre, when greater moderation prevailed in 
the French government, a treaty of pacification was 
concluded ; though, as soon as the first tumults of joy 
had subsided, it became evident that this was only a 
truce; and that the seeds of inextinguishable discord 
still subsisted between the opposite parties. Republi- 
can pride had reason to be mortified by this treaty: 
conquerors of all their other enemies, they were yet 
seemingly humbled by the peasants of La Vendue, 
who had extorted terms, for which European kings 
had in vain contended. ' It is painftd,' says an emi- 
nent historian, * to think that the renewal of hostilities 
in this district, and its tragic termination, was owing 
to the delusive hopes held out by Great Britain, with 
its ill-judged assistance.' ^^ 

>' Alison, ToL ii. p. 497. 
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Induced by the flattering accounts of emigrants, the 
Englidi ministry embarked 6000 of those exiles in our — — 
pay, and a regiment of artillery from Toulon, with 
eighty pieces of cannon, as weU as arms and accoutre- 
ments for 80,000 men : these were separated into two 
divisions ;' and a third, composed of British troops, 
WES destined to support the whole, when they had 
made good their landing on the French coast: the 
chief command of the expedition was given to the 
count d'Artois! and great hopes were entertained of 
its success from the co-operation of the Chouans and 
Vend^ans, who had engaged, on the first appearance 
of a prince of the blood, to place 80,000 men at his 
disposal. All obstacles in the way of transporting 
troops to France were removed by a brilliant action 
between the channel fleet under lord Bridport, and the 
French squadron from Brest; in which the latter lost 
three ships of the line, while the rest were obliged to 
run for shelter into the harbor L'Orient. Under such 
circumstances, the expedition set sail, and on the 
twenty-seventh of June appeared in Quiberon-bay, 
where the soldiers immediately landed, and made 
themselves masters of Fort Penthievre : news of their 
disembarkation excited a great sensation throughout 
France, showing what might possibly have been the 
result, if a powerful army, capable of arresting the 
republicans in the field, had been thrown into the 
western provinces, when its numerous bands were 
effectively organised. 

General Hoche immediately took vigorous measures 
to face the danger; and having so disposed a part of 
his forces as to overawe Britany, he proceeded with 
7000 men to the peninsula of Quiberon, and drove 
back the royalists to an intrenched camp which they 
had formed near Fort Penthievre : this led to an open 
rupture between the emigrants and the Chouans; who, 
being mutually exasperated, accused each other as the 
cause of this disaster; while many thousands of the 
latter disbanded themselves, and sought to escape from 
the peninsula. Affairs were also badly managed by 
the royalist conmiittee in Paris : many of the French 
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CHAP, prisoners, who had volunteered for the expedition, 

' deserted the royal standard ; and, to secure a favorable 

^'^*' reception by the government, gave such information 
as was calculated to promote the republican cause: 
Hoche, profiting by these circumstances, surprised 
Fort Penthifevre in the night, and stormed *the camp, 
though not without a gallant resistance : all, however, 
was lost; a violent gale kept oflF the British fleet; 
hundreds perished in the waves; and thousands by 
the swords of their more cruel countrymen. Tallien, 
a commissioner sent by the convention, made an atro- 
cious use of victory, by putting to death in cold blood 
800 emigrant prisoners, in defiance of a verbal capitu- 
lation, accepted by general Humbert and the officers 
engaged in the com^t : the horrid scene took place in 
a meadow near Auray, which is still held in veneration 
by the people, denominated the * field of martyrs.' 

The broken remains of this expedition were landed 
in the isle of Houat; where they were soon afterwards 
joined by 2500 men from England, who gained posses- 
sion of the Isle Dieu; when the count d'Artois took 
the command: the insurgents of La Vendfe, under 
Charette, marched in three columns to the Sables 
d'Olonne to join them; but so rapid and decisive were 
the measures of Hoche, that they were soon compelled 
to seek safety by dispersion : some partial insurrections 
at the same time broke out in Britany ; but, from want 
of. concert among the royalist chiefs, they came to 
nothing; and the British force, abandoning Isle Dieu, 
returned with the count to England : from this time, 
the afiairs of the royalists in all the western provinces 
rapidly declined ; and the eflforts of the Chouans and 
Vend^ins were confined to a species of guerilla war- 
fare, which was completely extinguished in the follow- 
ing year, by the numerous troops and able dispositions 
of Hoche. * It is painful,' says Mr. Alison again, 'to 
think how different might have been the result of the 
campaign^ had Great Britain really put forth her 
strength in the contest; and, instead of landing a few 
thousand men on a coast bristling with bayonets, had 
sent 30,000 troops to make head against the republi- 
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cans, till the royalist forces were so organised, as to be ^xx vfii 

able to take the field together with regular troops.' It j-^ 

is still more painful to think that a British ministry ^'^^* 
should for so long a time afterwards have persisted in 
attaching credit to representations made by connec- 
tions and partisans of a worn out dynasty, lending aid 
to miserable, if not criminal enterprises, and linking 
itself, not to the cause of freedom, but of a discarded 
monarchy which had for so many ages been the curse 
of its own subjects, as well as the great disturber of 
Europe: but we may well doubt if all the force of 
British power, thrown at once on the shores of France, 
could at this time have resisted the spirit of republican 
vcDgeance : the fiat of the Almighty had gone forth 
against the ancient feudal tyranny; and it was not 
man's arm that could stop his decree. 

Moreau, at this time, commanded the army of the Anmesoii 
north, encamped in Holland; Jourdan, that of the*^®^*"*' 
Sambre and Meuse, stationed near Cologne; and 
Pichegru, that of the Rhine, cantoned from Mayence 
to Strasburg: but all these forces, from the great 
depreciation of paper money, were in a state of utter 
destitution, supplying, by forced contributions on the 
vanquished, the deficiency of their noDMnal pay. Dis- 
cipline too became relaxed with the sufferings of the 
soldiers : their high military spirit was impaired; and 
multitudes of deserters resorted t^ Paris, where the 
convention was happv to form them into battalions, 
against the fiiry of the jacobins. The Austrians, on 
the other hand, had brought forward large reinforce- 
ments, well disciplined and equipped: their forces on 
the Rhine including the contingents of Suabia and 
Bavaria, amounted to 150,000 men ; while their adver- 
saries could not number above 144,500 in the field; 
and their cavalry was almost wholly dismounted. 

The Rhine now separated these contending armies, 
from the Alps to the sea; the imperialists, nowever, 
had an advantage arising from the possession of 
Mayence, which gave them the means of making an 
eruption safely on the left bank: yet such was their 
consternation produced by late reverses, that they re- 

VOL. rv. B 
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x^ vui ™^^ inactive on the right bank of the river till the 
' end of June ; when marshal Bender, having exhausted 
all means of subsistence, and seeing no hope of relief, 
was compelled to surrender the important fortress of 
Luxemburg to the republicans, with 10,000 men and 
an immense train of artillery: in the mean time, the 
prince of Cond^ on the Upper Rhine, was engaged in 
a correspondence with the malcontents of Alsace, from 
whom he learned that Pichegru was not altogether 
inaccessible to negotiation; in fact, this Ulastrious 
officer was, on many accounts, discontented with the 
situation of himself and of the country : like Dumou- 
riez and la Fayette, he had been horror-struck with 
the atrocities of the convention; and he saw no hope 
of amendment in the weak government that succeeded 
it; while the state of destitution, to which, in common 
with all the army, he was reduced by the Ml in as- 
signats, rendered him discontented with those ^o 
thus rewarded patriotic services. The character of 
Pichegru was humane; and he had set a noble ex- 
ample of exact discipline, as weU as of honorable con- 
duct toward his adversaries, during the late campaign 
in Holland : he had thus acquired great influence with 
the soldiers; and it is not less obvious to suppose, 
that, after having secured the indqtendence of his 
country by conquest, he might desire to establish its 
internal prosperity by the restoration of a constitu- 
tional throne, than that he was tempted to betray the 
republican cause by large rewards, promised to him 
in case he should effect such a restoration. No de- 
cisive evidence has been yet produced on this ques- 
tion ; but it is certain, that after six months spent in 
mysterious communications, Pichegru brake off the 
negotiation, and prepared to obey the orders of the 
conv^ition. 

Wurmser, who commanded the Austrian forces on 
the Upper Rhine, remained till the beginning of Sep- 
tember without makii^ any important movement: 
Mayence could not be reduced without a regular 
siege ; and a squadron of ^un-boats on the Rhine gave 
to the allies the conmmnd of that river: on the sixth 



GEORGE III. 243 

of September, however, Jourdan, having obtained the ^xx vui 

necessary means, effected a passage over it; compelled — '- * 

the garrison of Dusseldorf to capitulate; and, having *^^^' 
repulsed the Austrians, advanced to the Lhan : mean- 
while, Pichegru also, crossing the Upper Rhine took 
possessicMi of the important city of Manheim; whence 
he might either combine with Jourdan for a general 
attack on the allied forces, or proceed to the reduction 
of Mayence. Olairfait, unable after the loss of Man- 
\mm to defend the line of the Lhan, abandoned his 
position on that river, and fell back behind the Maine; 
while Jourdan, leaving a division of his forces before 
Ehrenbreitstein, descended into the valley of the Maine, 
and invested Mayence on the right bank of the Rhine, 
while Pichegru was debouching from Manheim. 

At this period tiie balance of fortune suddenly 
turned in fevor of the Austrians. Clairfait, reinforced 
by 15,000 Hungarians, resumed the offensive; and 
succeeded, by a skilful march, in turning the French 
left, and forcing them back into a situation, where 
they had the enemy in front, and the Rhine in their 
rear: there was no resource then left but a retreat 
across that river; which was conducted with such 
confiisicm^ that when they arrived at the right bank, 
scarcely fifty men of any corps were to be found 
together: suddenly abandoning his pursuit of the 
enemy, this intrepid ga^ral turned toward Mayence, 
and todt by storm the magnificent linea of circumval- 
lation which had cost the French a year's labor to 
construct. Assailed in all directions, the republicans 
made ibr some time an obstinate defence in the second 
line; but at length, being turned by other forces, 
which had crossed the river below the city, they fled 
in all directions, losing 3000 men, with all their artil- 
lery and stores, collected for this important siege. 

At the same time, by the loss of dn idtand which 
they had fortified, a league below Coblentz, the re- 
publican troops were obliged to evacuate the Ute de 
font of Nieuwied, and were driven to the left bank of 
the river : meanwhile Wurmser carried the Ute de pont 
erected by Pichegru on the Neckar, and compelled that 

B 2 
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XXXV HI &®^®^ ^ retire behind the Pfrim; from which posi- 

— ;; ^"tion he was dislodged by Clairfait, driven over the 

' ' Elsbach, and forced to leave Manheim to its own 
resources. 

In this perplexing state of affairs, Jonrdan, having 
partly reorganised his army, advanced, during tre- 
mendous weather, to the relief of so important a post; 
but all in vain : the central position of Clairfait and 
Wurmser covered the siege, and prevented the junction 
of the republican armies : so that, after several unsuc- 
cessful efforts, the French general was obliged to fall 
back; and Manheim, with a garrison of 9000 men, 
capitulated to Wurmser. That commander, being 
thus relieved from all apprehension as to his commu- 
nications, brought his whole force to the left bank of 
the Rhine, and drove Pichegru back to the lines of 
Quiech and the neighborhood of Landau; while Clair- 
fait pressed Jourdan so severely, that he obliged him 
to throw up an intrenched camp at Traerbach, with a 
view to secure a passage over the Moselle: in these 
disastrous circumstances, he received with joy a pro- 
position from i;he Austrians, who, as well as their 
antagonists, were exhausted by the fatigues of this 
campaign, for a suspension of arms during the winter. 
Thus the career of French conquest was checked, and 
the spirit of its adversaries restored; while the re- 
public had arrived at that period of lassitude in war, 
and financial embarrassment, to which our ministers 
looked for a successful termination of the contest: but 
all such speculations were destined to be overthrown 
by the appearance of a military hero on the stage, who 
was about to give a resistless impulse to French am- 
bition, and for a long period, as an eminent writer has 
observed, ' to chain the history of Europe to his own 
biography.' 
Afl&irs at When the reign of terror was overthrown by that 
reaction which its enormities produced, there still re- 
mained two parties in Paris to contend for superiority; 
that of the committees,^® which endeavored to retain 
the remnant of their power; and that of the liberators, 

w Ofpublic safety, &c. 
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or Thermidorians, ^* with Tallien at their head, s^p-xxxvu' 



ported by a large band of young men, who had lost 
parents or friends in the revolution, and went by the ^^^*' 
title of la jeunesse dorSe. The influence of the com- 
mittees, paralysed as they were by the fiedl of the muni- 
cipahty of Paris, lay chiefly in their possession of the 
machinery of government and in the vigor of their 
leaders,^^ who saw no prospect of safety for themselves 
but in the maint^iance of a republican constitution : 
the Thermidorians, composing the whole centre of the 
assembly, with the remnant of royalists and Dantonists, 
gradually extended their authority by the accession' 
of moderate men, and bv the liberation of numerous 
members of the assembly incarcerated in the public 
prisons : but for a considerable time they were obliged 
to proceed with great caution against their antago- 
nists; for the jacobins were still powerfiil from num- 
bers and combinations: four days after the death of 
Robespierre, the sittings of their horrible club were 
resumed; and as they possessed a strong hold on the 
feelings of the populace, they at len^h assumed so 
menacing an attitude, that the Thermidorians found it 
necessary to rouse themselves, and invoke the assist- 
ance of the jeunesse dorie. These courageous young 
men, after several encounters, attacked the dub at one 
of its sittings, and succeeded in dispersing the mem- 
bers with ignominy; the commissioners of the con- 
vention then put a seal on its papers; by which the 
existence of the club itself, and with it the union of 
the democratic party, was destroyed: the trial of the 
infamous Carrifere, and of some other revolutionary 
monsters, revealed such atrocious scenes, that the 
populace became shocked at the villany of its own 
creatures; and the convention was soon able to carry 
into effect more humane designs, and abridge the power 
of the revolutionary tribunals : after this, it proceeded 
to a gradual abolition of other unconstitutional mea- 
sures; and at length, strengthened by the increasing 

" So called from the day in the republican calendar, on which they achieved 
their triumph. 
^ Billaud dc Vareones, Collot d'Herbois, Barrere, Vadicr, Amar, Carnot, &c. 
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^^' force of public opinion, it ventured on the impeach^ 
— - — ' ment of BiUaud de Varennes, Collot d'Herbois, Barrfere, 
^^^^' and Vadier: those remaining leaders of the jacobins, 
being so threatened, employed their utmost efforts to 
rouse the populace; and their design was aided by the 
intense sufferings now experienced from a want of 
bread, and the extreme depreciation of assignats, 
which threatened almost every individual with ruin: 
under such circumstances, on the first of April, a revolt 
was organised in the fiiuxbourgs to prevent the trials 
about to commence: the cry of the insurgents was, 
' bread ; the constitution of 1793 ; and freedom for the 
patriots.' A crowd rushed furiously into the assembly; 
every thing announced the approach of a crisis; and 
the jacobins were about to resume their former auda- 
city ; when a large body of the troupe dorSe entered 
the hall under the command of Pichegru, chaunting in 
loud strains the Beveil du Peuple: the insurgents j^ew 
their masters; and that formidable body, before whom 
the strength of the monarchy had so often trembled, 
yielded to a few thousands of undisciplined, but cou- 
rageous young men.^^ 

The Thermidorians used a wise moderation in vic- 
tory ; and the accused leaders were condemned, not to 
death, but to banishment: for the jacobins, though 
broken, were not subdued; they still had a power of 
rallying the forces of the fauxbourgs, which had kept 
their arms, and were rendered desperate by needy 
circumstances under pressure of the times. On the 
twentieth of May, the hall of the convention was sur- 
rounded by about 30,000 of these sans-culottes, armed 
with pikes, who had risen * to obtain bread and resume 
their rights.' The assembly, acting with vigor and 
promptitude, declared their sittings permanent, voted 
all assemblages of the people seditious, and summoned 
the national guard by the tocsin to their relief: the 
furious multitude, however, broke into the hall, ob- 
tained a victory over the legislature, and proceeded 
without delay to form a new government; to restore 
the jacobin club, as well as the democratic constitu- 

i« See Alison, tuI. ii. p. 542. 



GEORGE m. 247 

tion; and to recall the exiled members. Every thing xxxvm 

seemed to denote another revolution at hand; when ^ 

the firmness of the committees saved France: with a ^^^ 
few companies of the national guard, and a troop of 
the jeunesse doree^ they made a sally on the insurgents, 
routed th^Eu with disgrace, resumed at midnight their 
places in the assembly, and arrested twenty-eight 
members who had supported such violent proceedings. 
But the fauxbourgs, though defeated, were not yet 
subdued : next day they advanced in still greater 
force against the convention ; and cannon were brought 
out on both sides; when the chie& of the insurgents, 
having no leaders of ability, and being intimidated by 
a resistance which they did not expect, yielded to 
negotiation, and retired with an assurance that a sup- 
ply of provisions for the capital should be attended to, 
and the laws of 1793 enforced. 

Instructed by experience, the convention now took 
more decisive measures: six of the most obnoxious 
members of the Mountain were delivered over to a 
military commission ; the fauxbourgs were surrounded 
by 30,000 national guards, supported by 10,000 troops 
of the line; and all avenues leading to these dens of 
assassins were commanded by cannon and mort^ars. 
This determination to bombard their quarters, being 
made known, produced an unconditional surrender: 
the revolutionary committees were suppressed; the 
constitution of 1793 was abolished; and the national 
guard reorganised : to crown all, the fauxbourgs were 
disarmed; their formidable pikes, so long the terror of 
Paris, were given up; and thus the reign of the mob 
tenninated, six years after its commencement at the 
storming of the bastile. 

A strong reaction now began to show itself against 
democratic principles; accompanied however in many 
parts of France with terrible retaliation against the 
revolutionary party, from exasperated relations and 
friends of those who had suffered under its tyrannical 
decrees : in Paris, however, where the influence of the 
Oirondists prevailed, this ebullition of fury was sup- 
pressed; and the convention proceeded to form a new 
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xxxvTii <^n5titution, differing widely from the democratic 
' institutions of 1793. The Amdamental error of raiit- 
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ing the whole legislative power in one assembly, was 
now corrected; two councils being appointed; that of 
the five hundred, with which all laws were to originate ; 
and that of the ancients/^ which had authority to pass 
or reject them; nor could any bill be carried before it 
had been three times read, with an interval of at least 
five days between each reading. The executive power, 
taken from the two committees, was lodged in the 
hands of five directors nominated by the council of 
five hundred, and approved by that of the ancients; 
each individual to be president by rotation for three 
months; one retiring every year, to be replaced by a 
new election. To this directory was committed the 
care of the army and finances, the appointment of 
public fimctionanes, and the management of negotia- 
tions : above all, it must be remarked, that the privi- 
lege of electing members of the legislature was taken 
from the great mass of the people, and confined to the 
colleges of delegates: aU popular societies were prohi- 
bited; but the press was declared absolutely free. 

The formation of such a constitution did not pass 
without exciting violent agitation; and this was in- 
creased by a decree of the convention, determining 
that two-thirds of its present members should form a 
part of the new legislature, the electors filling up only 
the remaining third : the forty-eight sections of Paris 
instantly assembled, and their leaders united with the 
royalist committees : the national guard shared in the 
general excitement; vehement harangues were uttered 
against the convention, which was compared to the 
English long parliament; the press teemed with pub- 
lications against its ambitious views; and resistance 
was openly proclaimed. Surrounded by so many 
dangers, the convention, as a last resource, determined 
to throw itself on the protection of the army: the new 
constitution, being submitted to the consideration of 
the soldiers, was by them unanimously adopted; a 
body of 6000 regular troops was assembled near the 

1^ No one could be a member of this council under forty yetra of age. 
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capital, and their adhesion announced to the citizens : v^x vui 

besides, it soon appeared that the constitution had ^ 

been accepted by a large majority of departments ; yet 
the sections of raris, accustomed to take the lead in 
public measures, were not discouraged, but unani- 
mously resolved on resistance: the national guard, 
however, though it amounted to 30,000 men, was 
destitute of artillery,^® while the government had 200 
pieces at their command; but the former hoped by a 
rapid advance to gain possession of this formidable 
train. 

The leaders of the convention, in the mean time, 
were not idle: a decree passed to dissolve the electoral 
bodies in Paris, which was openly resisted; and the 
national guard assembled to protect the electors at 
the Th^tre Frangais : the government committed its 
armed force to general Menou ; who, instead of attach- 
ing the insurgents, entered into a negotiation with 
them; which gave all the advantage of victory to the 
sections, who planned an attack on the convention 
next day at its place of assembly. 

The members, alarmed at this intelligence, and^«^**?f 
suspecting Menou of treachery, dismissed him fromgu^^^"* 
his command about eleven at night, and conferred it ^y ^» 
on Barras with unlimited powers: great anxiety,^'*"** 
however, still existed to procure an officer of nerve 
and decision as second in command, to take the actual 
direction of military force: and then it was, that a 
few words from Barras, addressed to his colleagues 
Tallien and Camot, decided the fate of many European 
thrones. ' I have the man,' said he, * whom you want ; 
a little Corsican officer, who will stand on no cere- 
monv.' Barras had been present at the siege of 
Toulon, and had not forgotten the inventive genius 
and decisive character of the young officer to whom 
the conquest of that city was to be ascribed. Napoleon 
Bonaparte was now sent for: he had witnessed the 
retreat of Menou; and he explained in a simple 
manner the causes of that check, as well as the modes 

'^ The sections had delivered up their cannon, at the disarming of the faux- 

bourgs. 
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X X X vih. ^^ resistance to be adopted in case of the apprehended 
~T796 — ■^***^^* ^® explanations were satisfactory; and the 
conventional forces were placed at his disposal, to 
defend that palace, which ne had seen, with indig- 
nation, attacked and carried by a mob on the &tai 
tenth of August. His signal triumph over the sections, 
united with 30,000 national guards, on the thirteenth 
of Yindemiaire, fully established the authori^ of the 
convention, which rewarded its preserver by declaring 
him second in command of the army of the interior 
permanently under Barras: after tnis, it dissolved 
itself, to appear on the scene in a new character, 
forming two-thirds of the legislative council of the 
Establish, ancients, and that of five hundred. The directors first 
™^^*^j°[*J*® appointed were Barras, Sieves, Reubell, Letoumeur 
de la Manche, and LaraveiU^re Lepaux; but Sieyes, 
whose taste for politics lay rather in theory than in 
practice, declined the office, and was replaced by 
Camot: a general amnesty was now proclaimed; and 
the name of the Place de la Revolution was changed 
into that of Place de la Concorde. 
Bonaparte As Barras found his directorial duties incompatible 
fhT^teriw. with those of military command, Napoleon Bonaparte 
was soon nominated general-in-chief of the army of the 
interior; when he employed his genius in improving 
the state of the military; and, to prevent a recurrence 
of insurrections, he organised a guard to protect the 
representative body : in the mean time, accident intro- 
duced him to Madame Beauhamois, whose gracefiil 
person and engaging manners captivated him, as they 
had before captivated the director Barras: the latter 
was not unwilling to dissolve a temporary union which 
he had formed with the lady; and Bonaparte, by 
marriage, secured the powerfiil patronage of her former 
protector: the dowry of Josephine was the chief com- 
mand of the Italian armies; by which a way was 
opened for his advance, through a splendid career of 
victory, to the imperial throne of France. 

In reviewing the domestic occurrences of Great 
Britain during this year, we are led particularly to 
notice the increasing spirit of disafiection which had 



6£0R6£ m. 251 

seized the minds of the populace, more especially in xxxvTil 

and around the metropoCs, where levelling societies 

advanced in numbers and audacity ; while the general ^ 
discontent was heightened by a remarkable scarcity of 
grain, which drew up with it the prices of all other 
articles of subsistence: the war also was becoming 
unpopular; for to this were ascribed not only its own 
peculiar evils, but those which proceeded from natural 
causes : moreover, great efforts were made to persuade 
people that the contest had no definite object, and 
therefore was not likely to be brought speedily to a 
conclusion; while the success of the French on the 
continent, and the defection of our allies, seemed to 
promise that Great Britain would soon have to bear 
the whole burden of the contest. It is not difficult 
to persuade the multitude, who act more from feeling 
than reason, that war, whatever may be its object, is 
an evil to be avoided; for they cannot easilv enter 
into those sentiments and principles, which lead states- 
men rather to forego the enjoyment of a present good, 
B-nd to bear the pressure of a temporary evil, than 
expose a coimtry to the danger of permanent and 
irremediable calamities: in the present instance, so 
many causes combined to render this task more easy 
than usual, that peace and reform became the watch- 
words of faction, as well as the aspirations of many 
sensible and honorable men, who looked forward to 
such a consummation of their zealous exertions. 

A petition to the legislature for peace had been 
carried in the common hall of the city of London by 
a large majority, and was followed by similar measures 
from several other cities and towns; the press teemed 
with publications adverse to the war ; and the reforming 
clubs began to act with increasing boldness : in par- 
ticular, the Corresponding Society held several public 
meetings ; one of which, in the fields near Copenhagen- 
house, was characterised by a daring spirit, in seditious 
harangues addressed to an assembly of 50,000 persons. 

Such was the agitated state of the public mind; Opening of 
which, as well as the foreign relations of the country, ^JlTT' 
determined ministers to call parliament together at so the king. 
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XXX viii. ^rly * period as the twenty-ninth of October. On 
— -— -^ that day, as it was known tne king intended to open 

1796. ,, •^.' . . o , .% 

the session in person, an immense concourse, chieily 
of disaffected persons, met to express their sentiments 
of discontent; and when his majesty's carriage ap- 
peared in the Park, it was surrounded by a crowd, 
clamorously demanding peace and bread, and the 
dismissal of Mr. Pitt : some voices assumed a menacing 
tone, exclaiming, ' No king!' 'Down with George!' 
stones also were thrown at the state coach; and it 
was with great difficulty that the soldiers could clear 
a passage through the tumultuous mob : at length, as 
the royal carriage drew near to the ordnance office, a 
bullet, supposed to have been discharged from an air- 
gun, perforated the window, but happily without 
doing any other injury. His majesty behaved on this 
occasion with all his natural coolness and intrepidity: 
when he entered the house of peers, he merely said to 
the lord chancellor, * My lord, we have been shot at;' 
and then proceeded to deliver his speech from the 
throne, without betraying the slightest a^tation. After 
he had seated himself in the coach, on his return, he 
observed to his attendants, — *Well, my lords, one 
person is proposing this, and another is supposing 
that; forgetting that there is One above us all, who 
disposes of every thing, and on whom we all depend/ 
Happily, that Being still extended his protection over 
the pious sovereign, and saved this country from an 
indelible stain of regicide: he was, however, again 
exposed to insulting abuse; and on his way from the 
palace to Buckingham-house, he would probably have 
been sacrificed by the infuriated crowd, but for the 
prompt interference of a gentleman in the navy pay 
office, named Bedingfield; who, seeing his carriage 
stopped, and hearing the exclamation of *Pull him 
out ! ' rushed forward, and, drawing a pistol from his 
pocket, intimidated the mob, untU time was given for 
his majesty's rescue. Among the persons apprehended 
on account of this infamous outrage, was a journeyman 
printer, of the name of Kidd Wake ; who, being 
brought to trial, was convicted, and sentenced to five 
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years' imprisonment in Glocester jail: his majesty, ^^^vrfr. 
however, received much consolation from the assu — ^ ■ 
ranees of loyalty to his sacred person, contained in 
numerous addresses presented to him from all parts of 
his kingdom :^^ confident, indeed, in the attachment 
of his people, and the protection of Providence, the 
king went, together with her majesty and three of the 
princesses, next evening, to Covent-garden theatre, 
where the royal visitors weme welcomed with rapturous 
applause by their loyal subjects. 

These outrages oflPered to the sovereign became 
instantly a subject of consideration with parliament, 
and suitable addresses were voted ; after which, a bill 
was introduced into the upper house by lord Grenville, 
* for the safety and preservation of his majesty's person 
and government against treasonable and seditious 
attempts;' and on the same day, the premier, in the 
commons, moved for a bill * to prevent seditious meet- 
ings.' These two bills had for their object a restriction 
of the right, hitherto possessed by the people, of 
assembling to petition the crown and le^slature; or to 
discuss political subjects : they were warmly opposed 
in each stage of their progress through both houses; 
the minister was vehemently accused of a premeditated 
attack on the liberties of the people; and was taunt- 
ingly asked, how he could connect the acts of a few 
sanguinary ruffians, who probably were government 
spies, witn the meeting at Copenhagen-house, or the 
proceedings of the Corresponding Society? Mr. Pitt, 
however, in this instance assumed the courage of 
Napoleon ; and wielded the laws of his country against 
English jacobins, with as much decision and effect as 
the other turned his cannon against the rebellious 
sections of Paris; nor did he want defenders of his 

" His majesty did not forget Mr. Bedingfield, the fortunate instrument of bis 
preservation; but earnestly recommended bim for some appointment to Mr. 
Dundas. On the gentleman (who was an Irishman) being asked by the secretary^ 
^hat he could do for him ; it is said, that Mr. Bedingfield, with the characteristic 
haaoT of bis countrymen, answered, — • The best thing, sir, you can do for mo, is 
to make me a Scotchman :* which allusion so offended Dundas, that he dismissed 
nina as he came ; and when the king repeatedly asked what had been done for the 
hnve Irishman, he always received for answer, that no office was vacant : at last, 
he observed rather sharply to Mr. Dandas, ' Then, sir, you must make an office for 
him :* which was done, and a salary of £660 per annum annexed to it. 
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X XX vnL ^'^^^^^ • ^^' Canning observed, * that there was 

an intimate connexion between the proceedings at 

^^^ Copenhagen-house and the disgraceful outrage which 
followed; indeed he was astonished that any man, pos- 
sessed of the common powers of reason, should doubt 
it* An attempt had been made on the king's life; and 
a doctrine preached, recommending the practice of 
king-killing: the doctrine was weached^ and the 
attempt was made : the design of the speakers was not 
disguised; they openly declaimed against majesty, 
and against government: if then the attack imme- 
diately followed the promulgation of such abominaUe 
doctrmes, he did not see how their connexion could 
be discr^ted: there was, indeed, a plea used, that 
they were assembled for the purpose of petitioning 
parliament ; but this, it was easy to conceive, was only 
a pretext to mislead.' Mr. Grey, protesting against 
the measure, observed, ^that according to his own 
feelings it was unnecessary; because the existing laws 
appeared sufficiait to repress the evil : if ministers had 
neglected to prosecute those who had made a base 
attack on the life of their sovereign, was that a reason 
why the liberties of all Englishmen should be taken 
from them?' Parliament, however, agreed with Mr. 
Pitt in thinking that extraordinary times required 
extraordinary precautions ; so that the bills passed 
with large majorities, although their duration was 
limited to three years. 
WarwHh The period was now approaching when England 
would li^ve to contend against a coalition on the side 
of France. Early in the year, a proclamation was 
issued by the British government, ordering the seizure 
of all Dutch vessels found in our ports ; in consequence 
of which, five ships of war were secured in Plymouth- 
sound, as well as nine East Indiamen, and about sixty 
other vessels : on the ninth of February, another was 
published, authorising the capture of all ships and 
property belonging to that people; after a short 
mterval, letters of marque and reprisal were granted; 
so that war against the Batavian republic was virtually 
declared; and before the end of the sununer the Cape 
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of Good Hope surt^ndered to our arms. This con- xxxvm 

quest had he&i effected by vice-admiral sir G. Keith 

Elphiiistone and general sir Alured Clarke ; with ^ ' 
whom, after some fighting, terms of capitulation were 
adjusted, by which it was agreed, tha4: the garrison 
should be considered prisoners of war, and the property 
of the Dutch East India company delivered up to the 
captors; but that private possessions and civil rights 
should be left unviolated. Not many months after- 
wards, Trincomal^, Columbo, and other Dutch posses- 
sions in Ceylon; Malacca on the peninsula of that 
name; Chinsura in the bay of Bengal; and Cochin on 
the Malabar coast; also Demerara and Essequibo in 
the West Indies, were taken by British forces : so that 
Holland seemed destined by her colonial possessions 
to make compensation to England for the expenses of 
the war: our insular acquisitions, however, obtained 
from France, were in considerable jeopardy. Early 
in the year^ the French made great eflforts to recover 
then* possessions in the West Indies : having taken St. 
Eustatius, and put it into a state of defence, they 
pknned a general revolt against the British govem- 
meQt in all the islands formerly French: emissaries 
were sent among the negroes, and correspondences 
set on foot with the discontented French inhabitants, 
in order to raise a simultaneous insurrection. In St. 
Lude, the English garrison was overpowered ; when 
that part of it which retreated to the fort, after a 
blockade of three months, quitted the island. The 
attempts at Grenada, Dominica, and St. Vincents, 
though att^ided with temporary success, were finally 
defeated; but in tihe latter island the revolted Caribbs 
nuuntained their ground within their own limits. In 
Jamaica, a bloody war long subsisted with the Maroons, 
or descendants of negroes who revolted during the 
Spanish times; and that race became now almost 
^stingoished. 

Parliament was not unmindful of the critical state 
pf the country, arising fix}m the scarcity of com : 
infonnation laad before the house, showed that the 
principal failure of last harvest was in the crop of 
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XXX viii, wheat • accordinffly, a bounty of twaity shillings per 
^^g^ quarter was ordered to be paid on its importation 
from the Mediterranean; fifteen shillings from Ame- 
rica ; and five shillings on Indian com : bills were 
passed for prohibiting the manufacture of starch from 
wheat, or the distillation of spirits from grain; and 
others for encouraging the culture of waste grounds: 
hence a considerable number of enclosure bills were 
carried. 

On the fourth of November lord Arden moved that 
110,000 seamen, including 18,000 marines, should be 
voted for the year 1796; and Mr. Windham proposed 
that 207,000 men shoiild be employed in the land 
service : a loan of twenty millions and a half, includ- 
ing a vote of credit, was declared requisite; but even 
this enormous sum was not sufficient; for a farther 
loan of seven millions and a half was raised during the 
year, making the additional amount of national debt, 
within the last three years, near eighty millions. Cen- 
surers of the war, viewing this immense burden, asked 
its advocates what benefits could accrue, which would 
balance the loss; and to what end we were carrying 
on the contest at such an unparalleled cost ? To tins 
it was replied, that the war had been undertaken for 
most important objects; that the greatest preparations 
were necessary, not only for defending Great Britain, 
but for inclining the enemy to peace: it was stated 
also that our commercial prospects were highly flatter- 
ing; and the average of exports, during the last three 
years of peace, was much less than they had been 
during the three of war; besides, the decreased valae 
of money made a greistt difference in sums nominally 
the same; and, compared with the importance of the 
object, and the magnitude of our efforts, the amount 
was not excessive. But notwithstanding these repre- 
sentations, it happened either from some diff<^rence in 
the views of those who advocated the war; or from an 
opinion that the great objects for which it had been 
undertaken might be obtained from the present govern- 
ment of France ; or, as many thought, from a desire of 
occupying the attention of his antagonists in. a delusive 
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negotiation, — ^that Mr. Pitt himself began to talk of ^.^^^jj 

peace: nay more; on the eighteenth of December he * 

brought down to parliament a message from the king, ^* 
announcing not only the formation of a regular govern- 
ment in France, but a readiness to meet any disposi- 
tion for pacific negotiations, and to give them full 
effect. After this declaration, the arguments for and 
against peace ceased to turn on the competency of the 
French government to conclude a treaty. Mr. Fox 
contended that there never existed an obstacle to nego- 
tiation in any of the successive governments of that 
country; for the question was one of justice and expe- 
diency, belonging to the contending nations in their 
relations to each other, without any connexion with 
the internal affairs of either. Motions were afterwards 
made in both houses for addresses to the king, request- 
ing him to open communications with the directorial 
government; but they were resisted by ministers, who 
contended that the conduct of a negotiation rested 
solely with the members of the executive : they alone 
could be proper agents in such a transaction, and they 
were bound to act unitedlv with their allies : all had 
been done which honor and interest admitted, to bring 
France to this issue; but neither honor nor interest 
ought to be sacrificed. During these discussions, the 
conduct of the war underwent severe animadversions : 
the miscarriages of the campaign were said to betray a 
total want of concert in designs; our military mea- 
sures were represented as merely a series of detached 
experiments, directed by no uniform plan, but showing 
a total want of that wisdom and energy so necessary ' 
to a war minister. Nor was censure confined to exter- 
nal measures: the interior concerns of administration 
were strongly reprobated; especially the erection of 
barracks; the augmentation of fencible cavalry; and 
the appointment of noblemen and gentlemen, who had 
never been in the army, to the command of newly- 
raised regiments : ministers were accused of a design 
to increase the influence of the crown by lucrative 
appointments given to their friends; while by their 
barrack system they separated the troops from the 

VOL. IV. S 
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CB^l^ people, and destroyed tfcat union of sentiment, withoirt 
— — — which soldiers become tools of an executive power, 
^^^^ rather than constitutional defenders of their country. 
These argumentfr were repeatedly urged by many, and 
especially by Mr« G^Jr ^ & motion for the impeach- 
ment of ministers: the latter defended themsdves by 
showing that staff officers were mot more numerous 
than the service required; that the barrack system 
was not new or unconstitutional, while it presented 
great fiskcilities for collecting men, and obviated the 
expense and inconvenience of quartering soldiers on 
ihe publicans : with regard to regimeotal appointments, 
it was stated that men of distinction had been preferred 
to commands, as more able than others to procure 
levies : besides, in a war, of which an important object 
WM the defence of rank and property, it was expedient 
to employ persons who had much at stake. National 
resources and expenditure also became subjects of dis- 
cussion ; and while one party represented the situation 
of this country as approaching the very brink of 
destruction; the other described it as abounding in 
resources of every kind, able to surmount aU obstacles, 
and destined to obtain greater spl^idor than ever: 
most of the burdens imposed on the nation appeared 
to be distributed with judicious discriniination ; the 
subjects of augmented taxation being wine, spirits, 
tea, coffee, silk, fruit, tobacco, salt, horses, dogs, hats, 
and legacies to collateral relatives; besides, all the 
assessed taxes were increased by ten per cent. Mr. 
Wilberforce, this session, renewed his motion for the 
abolition of the slave trade; which, though supported 
both by Pitt and Fox, was rejected. On the nine- 
teenth of May parliament was prorogued, and a few 
days afterwards dissolved. 
Birth of the Qn the scvcnth of January this year, the birth of a 
charbfte. priucess to the hcir^apparcnt, tended at first to dissi- 
pate, in some degree, that gloom which the alarms of 
war had spread over the nation: hearty congratula- 
tions were moved in both houses ; and on the eleventh 
of February, the child was baptised by the name of 
Charlotte Caroline Augusta: but the birth o£ this 
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iirfant, who afterwards became so interesting an object xxxvni 

to the British people, instead of producing union be ' 

tween her parents, seemed to have a contrary effect : ^^^' 
a coohiess, which had long been observed, now ripened 
into an open disagreement; and soon after the chris- 
tening, negotioitions were carried on for an amicable 
separation. This royal marriage had been most in- 
auspiciously contracted; contrarieties in temper and 
habits were too strong to give any hope of domestic 
comfort; while predilections, on both sides, for other 
objects,^ served to increase mutual antipathy: the 
disunion, which had been easily foreseen, took place 
before the end of April. The king continued to inter- 
pose his good offices, and desired that the princess 
should at least reside under the same roof with her 
husband; accordingly, she had apartments in Carlton- 
house, while the prince spent his time chiefly at 
Brighton : a villa, however, near Blackheath was ulti- 
mately fixed on for her residence; and there, with her 
daughter and some attendant ladies, she lived several 
years in retirement. 

These events did not tend to allay that popular RiotoM 
irritation, which, to a considerable extent, existed ofthe*^ 
against the royal family. As their majesties were pop«i*cc. 
returning fix)m Drury-lane theatre on the first of 
February, a stone was flung against their carriage in 
Pall Mall, which, breaking the window, struck the 
queen; and though a reward of £1000 was offered for 
the detection of the offender, he remained undiscovered : 
in the same month also, another maniacal attempt was 
fortunately prevented, in the case of a woman gen- 
teely dressed, who had gained entrance into the queen's 
palace. Among the numerous libels against his ma- 

. ^ * Never,* says Dr Croly, * was there a more speakinff lesson to tbe dissipa^ 
tjons of men of rank than the prince's involvements. Whfle he was wearied with 
(Be attempt to extricate himself from lady Jersey's irritations, another claimant 
?ve : Mrs. Fitzherbert was again in the field. Whatever might be her righta,. 
jnce the royal marriage, that of a wife could not be included in them ; b^t her 
^lemands were not the less embarrassing. A large pension, a handsome outfit, and 
f . ^^^y mansion in Park-lane, at length reconciled h^r to life : and his royal . 
•jgnness had the delight of being hampered with three women at a time ; two of 
|Q«m prodigal, and totally past the day of attraction, even if attraction could have ' 
^° an excuse ; and the third complaining of neglects, ivhich brought on him and 

•* two old women a storm of censure and ridicule.* — Life of George IV., p. 261. 

s 2 
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xxxvTii J^^y^ which at this period issued from the licentious 

: portion of the press, one by Daniel Eaton, a notorious 

'^^' jacobin, was not less remarkable for the just eulogium 
which it produced from lord Kenyon on the character 
of his sovereign, than for the person of the libeller, 
whose father had held an office in Windsor-castle, and 
who had sometimes had the honor of being a playmate 
of the king: this circumstance, with a weak monarch, 
might have had the effect of screening him from 
punishment; but Greoige III. was well aware of the 
effects produced in France by a licentious press. 
The pamphlet of this malignant libeller under prose- 
cution, had accused the king of defrauding his people 
of nine millions of money; and it recommended the 
guillotine as a sovereign remedy : in allusion to which 
charge, his lordship, in his address to the jury, took 
occasion to compare the benevolent and pious monarch 
with the prophetic judge of Israel : for he also might 

S, — * Whose ox have I taken? whose ass have I 
en? whom have I defrauded? whom have I op- 
pressed?' It is not often that the chief officer of the 
law, on the sacred tribunal of justice, has an oppor- 
tunity thus to commend his sovereign, without risking 
the imputation of flattery : in the present instance, the 
sentiments came home so strongly to the feelings of 
all, that the conviction of the libeller was not doubted 
for a moment. 
v»®^'.°f . It is scarcely possible to fix on a period of his 
govern-"' majestv's life more pregnant with gloomy forebodings 
™en*- than that which now engrosses our attention : it was 
in truth a time of rebellion, mutiny, and revolution; 
the vessel of the state was exposed to all the storms 
of domestic faction, as well as foreign war; and it was 
the energy and perseverance of the monarch which 
chiefly contributed to save it. One consequence, in- 
deed, might have been expected from the disastrous 
state of public affairs: a partial change at least of 
ministers might have been regarded as a necessary 
result of unsuccessful counsels; but George III. had, 
on mature reflection, given his confidence to Mr. Pitt, 
and he saw no reason to revoke it. . Though many 
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allies had failed us, yet the heart of Britain was still xxx vui. 
sound; and Austria was now making such immense 
exertions, that success once more appeared within our 
grasp. Mr. Pitt, though immeasurably inferior to his 
illustrious father as a war minister, justly entertained, 
like him, the notion that a political interference in the 
concerns of the European conunonwealthwas incumbent 
on Great Britain ; that 'this nation being,' to use his own 
expression, * chained to the continent by the bonds of 
a liberal and enlightened policy,' would thus be more 
easily trained to that largeness of view, which consti- 
tutes national greatness. Entertaining such sentiments, 
he was prepared to act up to them, as far as he felt 
himself encouraged by the nation ; and its sentiments 
were fairly tried at a general election which took place General 
m the sunmier of this year. With very few exceptions, * **^^°' 
where the influence of private character or £unily 
connexions weighed against political considerations, 
the tide of success ran strongly in favor of the minister ; 
though it must be acknowleged, that he was not 
indebted solely to the approval of his political plans, 
for that stanch support which rendered his power so 
firm : innumerable arts began now to be apphed ; and 
self-interest, the strongest principle in our nature, was 
successfiiUy enlisted in the service of administration : 
the number of creations and promotions in the peerage 
every year^ were alluring baits on the ministerial 
hook; while fortunes made by loans and contracts 
attached monied men to a system which promised 
them immense advantages. As the war advanced, 
patronage gradually expanded itself to such a degree, 
that a horror of jacobinism was no longer requisite to 
support the minister : that feeling became merged in 
a stiU stronger principle. To this state of things the 
boroughmongering system being united, and acting 
both as cause ana effect, carried influence to so high 
a pitch, that disapprobation of a minister began to be 
represented as opposition to all good government ; and 
a system of terrorism started up in England, which 
subjected, as it were, to a moral guillotine the charac- 

1 In this year they were unusually large. 
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CHAP, ter of those who doubted his infallibility. This 

' system florished while the war lasted, and as long as 

^'^* danger from foreign foes hung over the country : but 
when peace came, and the same plan was carried on, 
though its pressure became more severe and increas- 
ing intelligence opened the eyes of all classes to its 
abuses, the people demanded redress; and that very 
funding system, which had been the principal ca^ise of 
their grievances, enabled them to obtain the ranedy 
which they sought ; for a government, which has to 
support a debt like ours, is obliged to buy tranquillity 
at almost any price: the nation then threw off the 
oligarchical yoke; and being desirous of rendering the 
popular branch of our legislature less dependent on 
ministerial influence, instituted that plan of reform, 
the efficacy of which is still under trial, 
vjgor of Supported, however, by the old machinery, and 
poifcy.*"' encouraged by royal favor, Mr. Pitt prepared himself 
for a vigorous prosecution of the war : he felt confi- 
dent in the resources of England; and he relied on the 
efforts which self-interest would produce in the con- 
tinental powers: at the same time, he expected that 
the struggle would be brief, and that a national bank- 
ruptcy would soon extinguish the very embers of 
revolution in France. To confirm the cabinet in this 
warlike disposition, to rouse the national spirit for 
renewed exertions, to point out the dishonor and 
danger of forming treaties with men who exhibited a 
notorious contempt for good faith, and were stained 
with blood shed in violation of all honorable and vir- 
tuous principles, Mr. Burke published his celebrated 
* Letters on a Regicide Peace.' His conceptions, how- 
ever, regarding the war differed materially from those 
of the minister: he thought that it would not only be 
violent, but protracted; that it was essential to our 
success to disclaim all ideas of partitioning tibe French 
territory, to distinguish between the government and 
the nation, and to declare against the jacobin &ction, 
as distinct from the people ; that France ought to be 
attacked on her own soil, and in the first instance by 
a British army sent to La Vendue ; that it was impo- 
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litic to employ troops and fleets in reducing West^^^^^^ 

Indian islands, while French armies were sufiered to * 

oyemm the continent; and that England, possessing 
an actual force of near 300,000 men, with an invin- 
cible navy of 500 ships of war, might make an irre- 
sistible impression upon any part of the French domi- 
nions. 

This was the last Bcintillalion ^{ that genius, which i>eath of 
shed so great a splendor on its own times, and is des- ^'•^"^^®- 
tined to send down to posteri^ as grand and clear 
views of political philosophy as ever flowed from the 
human mind. A severe calamky had lately overtaken 
Mr. Burke m the death of his only scwi, of whose 
talents and virtues he had formed the highest expec- 
tations; and for whose advancement he had vacated 
his own seat in parliament: nor is it unreasonable to 
suppose that the troubles which he saw immin^t over 
his country contributed to that prostration of ibodily 
powers which soon followed, and in the next year 
brought him to the grave. It is evident, that ifliis 
great man looked into tiie future with a veiy discern- 
ing eye, and with that oapaoity to pomt out conse- 
quences, which was one of the greatest of his many 
high qualities : in fact, most of our errors in this war 
proceeded from a x^eglect of his views ; jus all its^uc- 
cessful operations, toward the dose of it, arose from 
their adoption. It was only when England directed 
her best energies against the French territory; threw 
a powerful body of troc^s on the continent ; employed 
high talent in cammand ; made her miHtia the nursery 
of her army; and, instead of sending her "fleets on 
expeditions against sugar islands, employed them to 
sustain powerful invasions; — ^that she rose triumphant 
over her enemy : it was only when the allies followed 
this example, determining to engage with France on 
her own soil, disclaiming all partition, and announcing 
that the war was not against the nation, but against the 
tyranaay, perfidy, and ambition of its government; — 
that they discovered the right road which conducted 
them to its capital. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 



GEORGE m. (continued.)— 1796. 



Military 
affairs on 
the con. 



State of military affairs — Reduction of La Vendue — Campaign 
under Moreau and Jourdan in Germany against the archduke 
Charles — Italian campaign of Napoleon, including the surrender 
of Corsica, and isle of Elba — War with Spain, &c. — ^Datch 
attempt to retake the Cape of Good Hope frustrated — French 
expedition to the coast of Ireland — Capture of sir Sidney Smitk 
and captain Wright — Action of captain Trollope in the Glatton 
— Success of the French in Newfoundland — Quarrel between 
the French and American governments — Financial state of 
France, and distress consequent on it — Reduction of the national 
debt — Vain attempts of the French government against British 
commerce — Death of the empress of Russia and the king of Sar- 
dinia — Meeting of parliament, te. — ^Discussion respecting peace 
— Mr. Pitt's plans for increasing the military power of the 
country — Land and sea forces — Supplies and loans, &c. — Vote 
of censure against the minister on account of German subsidy, 
rejected — Mission of lord Malmesbury to Paris — Negotiation for 
peace fiuls — British manifesto— Discussion of it in parliament. 

The campaign of this year, when compared with those 
that preceded it, appears like a war of giants; so vast 
were its plans, so numerous the forces engaged, and so 
tremendous the issue of its conflicts. France had 
three objects in contemplation : aninvasion of Germany; 
another of Italy; and the subjugation of La Vendee, 
which, by its connexion with the royalists and England, 
brought great embarrassments into all other limitary 
operations. Hostilities had raged in that unhappy 
district during the winter: early in the spring, how- 
ever, the active and experienced Hoche was sent agamst 
the insurgents with an immense army; Charettewas 
completely defeated, and his followers were dispersed: 
an amnesty was then proclaimed, and such a plan of 
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conciliation adopted ^ as ultimately restored tran- SS^^ 
quillity. 

The archduke Charles of Austria, brother to the 
emperor, and a man of great military genius, headed 
the Austrian army : with him was joined the veteran 
Wurmser, who at the age of eighty exhibited almost 
the activity of youth : 175,000 troops, of which 
40,000 were the finest cavalry in Europe, defended 
the entrance of Germany, on the side of the Khine ; 
against whom Jourdan and Moreau were despatched 
with 150,000 men ; the former approaching the empire 
by the Upper Rhine, and the latter directing his course 
through Suabia. 

The first successes of the French were brilliant: 
they drove the imperialists everywhere back from the 
fi'ontiers ; deprived them of their magazines, cannon, 
and arms, and even threatened the hereditary states. 
Within six weeks, the Austrians were reduced to two- 
thirds of their original force ; and the French armies 
covered the country from Stutgard to the lake dS 
Constance; a line of 150 miles. 

But the hour of retribution was at hand : by one of 
those singular changes of circumstances, which operate 
so powerfully in war, the French abandoned the prin- 
ciple of concentrating their attacks on divided portions 
of their antagonists; while the Austrians combined 
their forces, and impinged on the separated French 
corps. The fortune of me campaign was inamediately 
reversed: the archduke, in his interesting Memoirs, 
tells us, that his purpose was, to retreat slowly, dis- 
puting every inch of ground without hazarding an 
engagement, until the two retiring armies came so near 
together, that he could fall with a superior force on 
one or other of his adversaries. Continuing at the 
head of the army opposed to Moreau, untU he had 
successively led it across the Neckar, and the difficult 
country intervening between that river and the Danube, 
^e gallantly engaged his antagonist at the passage of 
the latter; and at one time turned the French right: 
he would even have thrown their whole army into 
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rTimr coi^sion, bat for the firmness of its centre: he then 
crossed the Danube, and placed his troops in safety. 

Here the war paused; £o€ the blow was to be stnick 
in another quarter. Jourdan had pressed forward 
along the valley of the Maine, to turn the right of the 
Grermans under Wartaisleben; who oontiniied thdr 
retreat slowly oonverguig towaid their position on 
the Danube, and followed by Jourdan with Ihe eager- 
ness of anticipated victory : but the time for teaching 
hini a severe lesson was come ; for on the twentieth of 
August, the archduke, leaving Latour with 35,000 
men to defend Austria against Moreau, brought 28,000 
into Wartensleben's lines : the united force amounted 
to nearly 63,000; that of the enemy scarcely reached 
45,000; the attack was made without delay; and thus 
began the most sanguinary and decisive campaign in 
the war. 

Within two days afber his arrival, tibe archduke gave 
orders to drive m the advaaced guard under Bema- 
dotte, posted at the foot of the mountains : iJoie struggle 
was severe; but in a few hours, the French were com- 
pelled to retire through the gorges in their rear. The 
archduke, with a vigor new to the national charactec, 
now turned to throw himself, with his victorious 
troops, on the main body under Jourdan : he found 
that general strongly posted ; but the confidence of the 
Austrians in their commander was at its height : iihej 
ruriied boldly through all difficulties; and ^e enemy 
made but a feeble resistance: his fiank was turned; 
his centre was forced; and the desperate valor of Ney 
alone, who commanded ihe rear guard, rescued the 
army from finding its grave in the memorable positicm 
of Amberg : all was now confiisdon in the French 
camp, and the only alternative was a speedy retreat. 
Those only who have witnessed the march of retreating 
forces, can conceive the miserv that awaited the re- 
publicans in the long mountamous ranges from the 
Naab to the Maine : during six terrible days and 
nights, their army wound its slow way through the 
hilk, with the Austrians thundering in its rear; and, 
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on em^-ging at Wurtzburg, Jourdan made an eSott ^^xix 
to repair the honor of France, by waiting for the - 
enemy's columns as they advanced from the ravines : 
the occasion was judiciously taken; for the pursuers^ 
rushing down fix)m the mountains, were liaUe to be 
attack«i in disorder, while the Frendi had time to 
choose their points of assault. But superior tactics 
were again combined with i»uperior intrepidity: the 
archduke out-manoeuvred Jourdan ; and while the latter 
was preparing to commence an attack on what he 
thought a portion of his antagonist's army, he suddenly 
found himself ^iveloped by the whole, and was assailed 
at once in front and flank. After endeavoring to 
restore the fortune of the day by a desperate charge of 
cavalry which was utterly routed by the Austrian 
cuirassiers, Jourdan saw that his only chance of safety 
lay in a retreat : the order was given, and the Freoadii 
infantry plunged into the recesses of the forest. 

From this time the only hc^e of their general was 
in the rapidity of his march : it cost him vast sacrifices ; 
for before he reached the banks of the Lahn, he lost 122 
pieces of cannoQ which he had captured in his advance, 
and 143 of his own : h^e he gladly halted; and being 
reinforced with 25,000 troops under Marceau, was 
forced to give battle to his pursuers; was defeated; 
and saved only by the approach of night. Having 
abandoned his position, he was pursued by the Austrian 
cavalry, who slaughtered his troops straggling through 
the woods; and his retreat for three days was a 
perpetual battle, till he reached Altenburg, a position 
rendered memorable by the fall of the gallant J^ceau, 
who commanded the rear guard: his routed anny 
now lost all hope; and, flying to the Rhine, crossed 
that river at Ekmn on the twentieth erf September, 
totally shattered, and incapable of moving during the 
rest of the campaign. 

But the archduke was about to obtain another 
wreath of glory. During the retreat of Jourdan, 
Moreau's force, composed of the finest troops of France, 
had penetrated into Bavaria, and was advancing to the 
very heart of •Germany: the gallant prince received 
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xxxra. *^^^ intelligence when in sight of the French columns; 

~i796~ ^^^ *^® prompt reply was, — * Let him advance to the 
gates of Vienna, if he will : he is undone, if we beat 
Jourdan :' with these words he continued the pursuit, 
and having driven the last follower of that general 
from the violated soil of his country, he turned to 
repel the insults of another foe still more formidable. 
Moreau's genius was that of caution ; and the advance 
of Latour's light troops at Ulm was the signal of a 
retreat through 200 miles of mountain and forest, 
from Bavaria to the Rhine; a retreat, which is still 
commemorated as one of the most consummate 
displays of generalship in military annals: it must, 
however, be confessed, that he had no slight advantage 
in a compact force of 70,000 men, untouched by dis- 
aster, and enjoying the abundance of an unspoiled 
country; against an army of 63,000, divided into 
four distinct corps, separated from each other by large 
tracts of country, and wearied with constant fighting. 
At Biberach, near the entrance of the Black Forest, 
Moreau made the first stand against his vigorous 
pursuer, Latour, who could bring no more than 24,000 
men into the field. The French threw on him such a 
weight of numbers, that nothing but the most heroic 
resistance could have saved his army from destruction : 
the position was partially forced, and at nightfall the 
conflict ceased, with a loss to the Austrians of 4000 
men on the field, and 18 pieces of cannon. The 
French now plunged into the Black Forest, in three 
coips; the main body marching through the Vallee 
d'Enfer; while the left and right divisions, under 
Dessaix and Ferino, cleared the mountains of the 
enemy's light troops on its flanks. After sixteen 
days of deliberate manoeuvres in those perilous passes, 
Moreau formed his lines in the valley of the Rhine, 
and be^an to appear less a fugitive than a conqueror; 
when me presence of the archduke Charles suddenly 
changed the aspect of aJffiairs: determined to drive 
the last squadron of France across the river, he 
collected all liis strength, and threw himself on his 
foes, at the foot of Waldkirch height; when, after a 
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long resistance, the position was carried, and the ^^K^ 

whole French line driven into the forest behind the - 

Elz. One battle more was necessary to clear the *^^^ 
territory: the French commander pitched his tent 
on the rocky ridge of Hohenblau, whence he could 
survey the forest he had passed, and the Rhine, which 
was so soon to form his line of safety: the position 
was admirably chosen : with his left on the river, his 
centre on a citadel of rocks, and his right embattled 
on precipices, he seemed almost beyond the reach of 
attack; but the Germans were in sight of the Rhine; 
a new spirit of patriotism had sprung up among them ; 
and they saw their favorite general at their head. 
Rapidly forming into four colums, they climbed the 
precipices, burst through a shower of grape and 
musketry poured from the heights, and with fixed 
bayonets plunged into the masses of their antagonists : 
the struggle was brief; for the French gave way after 
a terrible slaughter, and were chased from the heights : 
but at the river side, they were suddenly saved from 
destruction by a storm of rain and wind, memorable 
for its tremendous violence : the battle was suspended 
amid the roaring of the thunder, the bursts of the 
whirlwind, and a deluge of rain : Moreau crossed the 
mighty stream in the night, and interposed that bar- 
rier between himself and his pursuers. 

The archduke proposed to crush the French in- 
vasion of Italy by throwing an army across the 
Tyrol; but the evil genius of Austria, in her Aulic 
council, now prevailed : he was ordered to assault Kehl, 
the chief fortress in possession of the French on the 
right bank of the Rhine; and, perhaps, no operations 
of the kind were ever conducted on a larger scale; 
not fewer than 30,000 troops being appointed for its 
defence, with a large reserve in the Rhenish islands; 
while the besieging troops under Latour were 40,000, 
with the archduke's army as a covering force. On 
the twenty-first of October the trenches were opened ; 
and from that period there was a succession of sorties 
and fierce encounters, amidst inclement weather, which 
deluged the trenches with rain: still the Austrians 



270 HISTORY OP ENGLAND. 

XXXIX P^^'s^v^red? ^^^ *^6 place capitulated on the ninth of 

January, after its defences had been crushed by a 

"^ bombardment, which poured into it 100,000 balls and 
25,000 shells : the iSte de pont of Huningen, assailed 
with the same vigor, also surrendered ; and the Ube- 
ration of Germany from the presence of ita republican 
enemy was complete. 
CMnpjiign But it was not in Germany that the fate of Austria 
**y- y^Q8 to be decided: when the French rulers directed 
their grand operations against the empire on the side 
of the Khine, they determined to make a powerftd 
diversion in Italy; and sent thither Napoleon Bona- 
parte, at once the liberator and spoliator of that inte- 
resting country. A detail of the battles of this cele- 
brated conqueror must be left to the general historian; 
our province is rather to give the results of his rapid 
and extraordinary conquests. The decisive and excit- 
ing tone with which he was accustomed to animate his 
troops by the anticipation of victory, was strikingly 
exemplified in his first appeal to them on the Alpine 
frontier, in the spirit, and almost in the words of 
Hannibal : — * Soldiers,' said he, * you are nearly naked, 
and half-starved ; the government owes you much, 
and can give you nothing: your patience, and your 
courage, in the midst of these rocks, are admirable; 
but they reflect no splendor on your arms : I am about 
to conduct you into the finest plains of the earth: 
fertile provinces, opulent cities, will soon be in your 
power: there you will find rich harvests, honor and 
glory. Soldiers of Italy! will you fail in courage?' 
Against this band of intrepid republicans were arrayed 
about 80,000 imperialists, well disciplined, ably com- 
manded, and provided with every necessary to an 
army : that of the king of Sardinia was 60,000 strong; 
while the pope and the king of Naples were occupied 
in embodying as many troops as their circumstances 
would permit ; the latter having despatched more than 
2000 horse to serve with the emperor: moreover, 
an excellent commander, sir John Jervis, now com- 
manded the British fleet in the Mediterranean, by 
whom the indefatigable Nelson was employed to co- 
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operate with our allies. But, though the greatest xxxrL 
force which the French could afford to their illustrious — 

general, while La Yend^ remained in arms, did not 
exceed 50,000 men, with this he advanced against his 
numerous antagonists; and before the end of April, 
assisted by the talents and courage of Augereau and 
Massena, had gained the important battles of Monte- 
Dotte, Millesimo, Dego, and Mondovi, hj which he 
effected a separation of the Austrian and riedmontese 
armies. The king of Sardinia was then obliged to 
appease the conqueror, whom he could no longer resist ; 
and his negotiators were dedrous of making condi- 
tions; but the characteristic reply of Napoleon was, — 
' It is for me to impose conditions : you must obey ; or 
my batteries are erected by to-morrow, and Turin is in 
flames.' Having definitively annexed Savoy to the 
French territory, he required the surrender of almost 
all its important fortresses, except Turin; by which 
means he laid open the gorges of the Alps, and, at the 
same time, secured a free passage across Piedmont. 
On the day of signing the armistice, he thus wrote to 
the directory: — ' Coni, Cevi, Alessandria, are in the 
hands of your army: if you do not ratify the conven- 
tion, I shall keep those fortresses, and march on Turin : 
meanwhile, I shall advance to-morrow against Beaulieu, 
and drive him across the Po: I shall follow close at 
his heels, overrun Lombardy, and in a month enter 
the Tyrol ; then join the army of the Rhine, and carry 
our united forces into Bavaria: the design is worthy 
of you, of the army, and of the destinies of France : if 
you continue your confidence in me, I will answer for 
the result; and Italy is at your feet.' 

The answer of the directors applauded the zeal of 
their general, and approved his plan, as far as it went 
to drive the Austrians into the Tyrol; but, instead of 
following that foe, it directed him to march with half 
his army against Rome and Naples, leaving the other 
half under Kellerman, who would be sent as second in 
command : he was also reminded to consult the com- 
mission of the directory on all important occasions. 
This hint, as well as the proposal of dividing his army. 
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^xix ^^^^"^ ^P *^® temper of Napoleon : he replied, in a 

'- manner characteristic of himself, that nothing great or 

^^^' decisive could be effected but by one uncontrolled 
commander. * Break the unity of military thought/ 
said he, *and you lose Italy: Kellerman has more 
experience than I have, and mows how to make war 
better; but both together we shall make it badlj: I 
would not willingly serve with a man who considers 
himself the first general in Europe.' The directory, 
or rather Camot, was wise enough to leave the manage- 
ment of the contest to Napoleon. 
^T^d °^ Beaulieu had posted his army at the confluence of 
of Locii5* the Tesino and Po, under an expectation, which was 
humored by Bonaparte, that his antagonist intended 
to pass the latter stream at Valenza, where there was 
a bridge : but the French general, having made a rapid 
march down the right bwik to Piacenza, passed the 
river in boats; and attacking the nearest Austrian 
division, routed and drove it to Pizzighitone on the 
Adda, the only river now intervening between the 
French and Milan. Thither he hastened, but found 
the place too well garrisoned for an attack; accord- 
ingly, he traced his course upwards to the next bridge, 
which was that of Lodi: thus far also Beaulieu had 
made good a retreat, with half his army; the rest 
having been sent to garrison Ijdilan. The attack on 
this bridge was one of the most remarkable exploits in 
Bonaparte's career : so formidable was the covering 
battery, that to this alone its defence was committed; 
Beaulieu withdrawing his troops beyond range of the 
French shot, and considering that his opponent, as a 
tactician, would not venture to approach : but he knew 
not the enemy with whom he was engaged. A column 
of the stoutest grenadiers was formed, and prepared to 
cross ; but its front was shattered by a shower of balls, 
and 700 men fell at one discharge : the column recoil- 
ing at this blow, hesitated for a time; till Napoleon 
and his staff placed themselves at its head, and cheered 
them on to victory : the first fire of the battery was the 
grand obstacle ; that having been withstood, the French 
rushed on the guns, and bayoneted the cannoneers: 
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their cavalry following, had time to form and charge xxxix. 

before the main line of the tardy Austrians could come 

up : but these soon fled from a vigorous assault, leaving 
behind them their artillery, colors, and some thousands 
of prisoners. This action had exactly the effect on his 
troops which Napoleon was anxious to produce: it 
inspired them with the idea that thev were invincible; 
m which point of view, though the slaughter was 
tremendous, and the actual result of success compara- 
tively small, the victory itself was of incalculable 
importance : * It was after the passage of Lodi,' said 
he, ' that the idea shot across my mind, that I might 
become a decisive actor on the theatre of political 
events: then arose, for the first time, the name of 
great ambition.' 

Rapidity of movement was a striking feature in the Rap>d con- 
system of warfare introduced by this new conqueror: SJa^iTOn. 
five days after the action at Lodi, he was making his 
triumphant entry into Milan, where he met with an 
enthusiastic welcome, while he proclaimed himself the 
assertor of Italian independence. He, however, levied 
immense contributions, not only on the Milanese, but 
on Parma and Modena, as the price of an armistice; 
part of his terms with the two latter cities being the 
surrender of their choicest works of art; a species of 
spoil, which from this period distinguished the military 
successes of France, and which, of all prizes, was the 
most gratifying to its people : nor was it long before 
he reaped a fresh harvest of these inestimable trea- 
sures. Alarmed at the advance of so formidable an 
enemy, both the pope and the king of Naples sued for 
an armistice : this was granted to his SicUian majesty 
on the easy terms of withdrawing all assistance from 
the allied army; but the sovereign pontiff was obliged 
to cede, not only his cities then in possession of the 
French, but to add Ancona also to their number; with 
a contribution of 20,000,000 francs by instabnents, 
and 100 statues, pictures, busts, and vases, to be 
selected by competent judges. In the mean time, the 
harsh terms of French fraternisation created an ex- 
tensive revolt in Lombardy : Napoleon, who had 
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XXXIX '^sumed his march eastward, and was advanced as far 
* as Lodi, returned to Milan, where he found the insur- 
rection put down : but at Pa via it had been more suc- 
cessful, for the insurgents expelled the French garrison 
and gained possession of the citadel. With artillery, 
that sovereign arm against a mob, he battered down 
the gates and cleared the streets; after which he gave 
up the city to pillage, and sent the magistrates, with 
several other persons of distinction, to be shot in cold 
blood; he then rejoined his army, and from that period 
published his offers of freedom, and pillaged the cities 
by wholesale. 

He now entered the Venetian states, without re- 
specting the neutrality of their government, or the 
recollections connected with their former greatness. 
Beaulieu, reinforced, had retired behind the Mincio, 
which runs from the Lago di Garda to Mantua, and 
was determined to defend its passage : for this purpose 
he had taken possession of the Peschiera, a fortress on 
the river where it issues from the lake ; and, posting 
his troops along the stream, with its centre at Borg- 
hetto, he there waited for his opponents : but the con- 
fidence of his troops was gone. Bonaparte attacked 
Borghetto ; and though an arch in the bridge had 
been destroyed, the French crossed the water chin- 
deep, beat their enemies on the opposite bank, re- 
established the bridge, and obliged the Austrians to 
abandon Peschiera. Beaulieu then retreated into the 

?;orges of the Tyrol; and Mantua was the only city of 
taly where the imperial standard still floatedf : it was 
an almost impregnable place, but Napoleon determined 
to invest it ; and his cmef concern was to take up an 
advantageous position for covering the siege: the 
Adige formed the best line of defence; Verona and 
Legnano being its keys : Venice was reluctant to yield 
them; but partly by menace, and partly by trick, 
possession was gained, and a garrison thrown into 
each. 

In the mean time, Wurmser, released from his de- 
fence of the empire, was sent to rally the scattered 
troops of Beaulieu ; with which and his own forces, 
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amounting in the whole to 60,000, he issued from the ^xxix 

Tyrol; and so high were his hopes, that while he ' 

advanced down the Adige to relieve Mantua, he de- ^^^' 
spatched 20,000 men under Quasdanowitch, to march 
round the Lago di Garda, and cut off the retreat of 
the enemy. Then shone forth the great military genius 
of Napoleon : his projected line of defence on the Adige 
was useless; forWurmser's chief force poured down 
the pass between it and the lake : Massena there was 
driven from his positions; while Guyeux retired before 
Quasdanowitch. A council of war was called; and all, 
except Augereau, advised a general retreat; but the 
resources of their commander were not exhausted: 
quick as lightning he saw the error committed by 
Wurmser in marching on two lines separated by the 
water : the besieging army was instantly drawn from 
Mantua, and rallied, with all the other scattered forces 
at the southern extremity of the lake, westward of the 
Mincio : then, while Wurmser idly axivanced on Man- 
tua, to provision that fortress, and perhaps to enjoy 
the sight of a siege abandoned, Bonaparte attacked the 
other column, as it debouched from Brescia, overthrew 
it, and forced it to retreat ; after which he hurried back, 
scarcely quitting his saddle for many days, to face the* 
enemy advancing from the Adige. As he arrived to 
support Massena, who had been driven from Lonato, 
along the road from Brescia, the Austrians pushed 
forward their wings to envelop him, and to throw 
their right as near as possible to Quasdanowitch : Na- 
poleon allowed them to extend themselves, until the 
moment of attack arrived; seizing this, he threw for- 
ward his whole force, and broke their centre, which 
was strenuously pursued by Junot; to whom, ulti- 
mately, it laid down its arms. Such was the celebrated 
battle of Lonato, fought on the third of August : that 
of Castiglione followed on the fifth, when Wurmser 
himself narrowly escaped capture, and retreated into 
the Tyrol : in the beginning of September, the Aus- 
trian general, being reinforced, resumed offensive ope- 
rations; but, strange to say, he again committed the 
fault of dividing his force to cover the two lines of 

T 2 
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XXXIX. I^^veredo and Vicenza. Napoleon, instead of follow- 

ing his example, attacked the division under Davido-^ 

witch at Roveredo, and totally overthrew it; then 
marched straight after Wurmser down the Brenta, 
attacked him at Bassano, and forced him to retire for 
refuge, with 16,000 men, into the fortress of Mantua. 

To renew the siege was all that was left to the 
French general: had the army of the Rhine been 
equally successful, he might have passed through the 
Tyroly and acted in concert with it against the Aus- 
trian territory; but his own was too weak to attempt 
this by itself: he therefore waited for the events of 
war, and busied himself in extending French influence. 
Modena and Reggio were encouraged to expel their 
sovereign ; and these places being united with Ferrara 
and Bologna, were formed, under French protection, 
into the Cispadane republic : soon, however, a fourth 
army was sent bv the indefatigable efforts of Austria, 
under field-marshal Alvinzi, to contend for pow:er in 
the field; and Bonaparte, who had not yet received a 
single reinforcement from the directory, felt as if the 
fruits of all his victories were about to be torn from 
his grasp. A part of his forces under Vaubois were 
■ driven back by an Austrian column, which descended 
from the TjTol under Davidowitch : he himself at- 
tacked Alvinzi on the Brenta, and gained only a trifling 
advantage; the imperialists advanced to the strong 
heights of Caldiero, within a few leagues of Verona, 
whence the French were unable to dislodge them; hut 
the genius of Napoleon did not desert him : evacuat- 
ing Verona, he led his forces down the Adige as &r as 
Ronco; crossed the river, and took a position in the 
rear of the Austrians : between him and his enemy, 
however, was a bridge over the Alpone at Arcok, 
strongly defended by cannon ; but to carry it was in- 
dispensable : Augereau attacked it with the utmost 
gallantry, but was twice repulsed: Napoleon then 
threw mmself aniong the soldiers, seized a flag, and 
bore it at their head ; while more than one brave officer 
fell in covering the general with his own body : every 
effort, however, was fruitless; the column was driven 
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back; and Bonaparte, borne with the flying troops into ^xxix 
an adjoining marsh, narrowly escaped being taken 
prisoner. All hope of surprising Alvinzi was thus 
lost; but that officer, instead of advancing on Verona, 
imprudently followed his antagonist into the marshes 
of Ronco and Areola; where his columns were swept 
off the long causeways by French artillery, until the 
two armies were rendered more equal : then followed 
the great battle of Areola on the seventeenth of Novem- 
ber; in which Alvinzi was beat from the field with 
immense loss, and obliged, like his predecessor, to take 
refuge in the Austrian Alps. 

Bonaparte soon felt that the conquest of all Italy 
was within his reach. Treaties, and the rights of neu- 
tral, or even friendly powers, were little regarded: in 
open contempt of both he had invaded Tuscany, and 
had taken possession of Leghorn under pretence of dis- 
lodging the English : in consequence of this movement, 
Nelson blockaded that harbor, and landed a force in 
the isle of Elba, to secure Porto Ferrajo. Genoa, whose 
government had long assisted France covertly, now 
openly sided with that republican power, willingly 
yielding to the first menace, by which it was required 
to exclude the English from its ports : in consequence, 
the British admiral seized on the island of Capraia, 
which had formerly belonged to Corsica; but this act 
of vigor was not followed up by our government; as 
it placed too much dependance on the continental 
states, and too little on its own resources : accordingly, 
orders were given for the evacuation of Corsica itself; 
a measure that was considered necessary, after Spain 
had entered into an offensive alliance with France; 
which event took place in August this year. 'It was 
impolitic,' says Mr. Southey,^ * to annex the island in 
question to the British dominions; but having done 
so, it was disgracefiil to abandon it.' No one felt this 
disgrace more keenly than Nelson, by whose activity 
and courage, at the evacuation of Bastia, not only all 
private property belonging to his countrymen, but 
public stores, valued at £200,000, were saved from 

» See his Life of Nelson. 
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XXXIX P^^S®' Having then hoisted his broad pendant on 
' board the Minerva frigate, with the Blanche under 
his command, he proceeded to superintend the evacu- 
ation also of Porto Ferrajo; for the British fleet, in 
consequence of peace between Naples and the republic, 
had received orders to quit the Mediterranean station, 
and proceed to the support of Portugal. 

The Dutch government resolving not to part with 
so valuable a settlement as the Cape of Grood Hope 
without a struggle, fitted out two ships of the line 
and five smaller vessels, which anchored on the second 
of August in Saldanha-bay ; but at the very time 
when general Craig was marching toward the coast to 
meet the invaders, he perceived a British fleet of seven 
sail of the line, with several smaller ships, steering 
to the harbor : admiral Elphinstone, its commander, 
anchored within gun-shot of the enemy, and sent a 
summons to the Dutch admiral; who, knowing re- 
sistance to be useless, delivered up his squadron with- 
out having fired a gun. Early this year two of the 
finest fiigates in the French navy were captured by 
the western squadron. The Unib6, of 38 guns and 
255 men, struck to the R^volutionaire, captain Cole; 
and the Virginie, of 40 guns, commanded by captain 
Bergeret, a French officer of high character and pro- 
mise, rewarded the skill and gallantry of sir Edward 
Pellew in the Indefatigable. 

I'rench The state of Ireland, where the papists hoped to 

overthrow protestant supremacy, and the liberals ex- 
pected the triumph of their own principles, encouraged 
the directory to strike a blow of no unconmion mag- 
nitude in that quarter. On the twentieth of December, 
general Hoche, the distinguished conqueror of La 
Vendfe, embarked at Brest, with 15,000 troops, to 
co-operate with the disaffected Irish, who were both 
numerous and organised for insurrection : admiral Vil- 
laret Joyeuse had been appointed to conduct the naval 
part of the expedition, with eighteen ships of the line, 
beside fidgates and transports; but in consequence of 
a misunderstanding between him and the general, he 
was superseded by vice-admiral Morard de Galles: 



t'xpedition 
to Ireland. 
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this formidable armament had scarcely left the harbor, ^xxix. 
when a storm arose, which totAllv dispersed it, obliging — r™ - 
the frigate which carried Hoche to take refuge in 
Rochelle, after being chased by two British ships : of 
the whole, only eight sail of the line reached the coast 
of Ireland, and appeared in Bantry-bay; but general 
Grouchy, the second in command, was unable to land 
his troops; for the vessels were soon forced off that 
station by tempestuous weather; and the whole ex- 
pedition, after having suffered considerable losses in 
the gale, was obliged to return to France; fortunate 
in escaping the British fleet under lord Bridport, 
which arrived in Bantry-bay almost immediately after 
its departure. One of the line of battle ships, however, 
the Droits de I'Homme, was attacked before she could 
reach a port, by two of our frigates, the Indefatigable, 
sir Edward Pellew, and the Aimizon, captain Reynolds, 
which engaged her in a violent gale, and finally drove 
her on shore, where she went to pieces : the Amazon 
also took the ground; but her crew displayed tiiat 
admirable discipline which British seamen are accus- 
tomed to retain under such circumstances ; for having 
constructed rafts, they contrived to escape to shore, 
with the loss of only six men, who had stolen the 
cutter from the stem, and were drowned : the In- 
defatigable was saved by an extraordinary display of 
skill in seamanship. 

Such was the determined courage of British seamen 
at this period, that scarcely any superiority of force 
could repress their ardor for attack : even in port the 
enemy's vessels were constantly boarded and cut out, 
under the incessant fire of batteries and musketry : on 
one of these occasions, the service had to lament the 
capture of two able officers, captain Wright and sir 
Sidney Smith; who were taken, after a very obstinate 
resistance, in attempting to cut an arined lugger out of 
the inner road of Havre de Grace. The different 
fates of these gallant men are well known : thev were 
treated during their captivity, to use captain Wright's 
own words, 'in a manner unparalleled in military 
history; the enemy endeavoring to justify such con- 
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^^^ duct, by assigning to their expedition a motive and 

character incompatible with the laws of war.' Onex)f 

^^^' the most gallant actions in our naval annals was fought 
on the sixteenth of July, by captain Trollope in the 
Glatton, of sixty-four guns, with six French frigates; 
which he beat off, though surrounded in such a 
manner as to be attacked at once on his lee-quarter, 
weather-bow, and stem : in August the French made 
a successfiil expedition against Newfoundland, where 
shipping and merchandise to a large amoimt were 
captured or destroyed. 
^^ Scarcely was the new government of France installed, 
Franc* aud whcn it Dccame involved in a quarrel with America, 
-^™®"*^* on account of the treaty lately executed between that 
country and Great Britain. By the treaty of 1778, 
which was still in force, the United States had guaran- 
teed to France their West Indian colonies; but, by 
that of 1796, they consented that even supplies of 
provisions sent by them to those islands should be 
treated as illegal commerce : the directory, in conse- 
quence, affecting to regard the Americans as secret 
enemies, made such depredations on their trade, as 
almost amounted to a commercial war : an arrit was 
also issued on the third of July, ordering French ships 
of war to observe such conduct toward the vessels of 
neutral nations as they had hitherto suffered, without 
resenting it, from the English: thus began that 
oppressive system to which neutral powers were 
doomed in the future progress of this war : toward the 
close of summer, Mr. Monroe, American ambassador 
at Paris, was recalled; and the directory not only 
refused to receive Mr. Pinkney, who was appointed 
to be his successor, but suspended M. Adet, French 
resident at Philadelphia, from his functions: so 
stood the foreign relations of the United States, when 
Washington finally retired from the cares of govern- 
ment, to enjoy a short period of repose under his 
beloved shades of Mount Vernon. 
French While the soldiers of France were extending their 

difficulties, conquests, her du^ctory was under the necessity of 
attending to the subject of finance : the quantity of 
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circulating assignats had risen in January to forty- ^xix. 
five milliards; and the depreciation was so excessive, < 
that one thousand million of francs produced only a 
million in metallic currency; i. e., the paper currency 
had fidlen to a thousandth part of its nominal value: 
to stop this alarming evil, government adopted the 
plan of issuing a new species of paper-money, to be 
called territorial mandats, intendmg to draw in the 
assignats at the rate of thirty for one: this was, in 
&ct, creating a different kind of assignats, with an 
inferior denomination ; and was meant to conceal the 
enormous depreciation of the old ones. Such now 
became the national currency, and formed a legal 
tender: at the same time, a law was passed to sell the 
remaining national domains, which were assigned to 
the holder of mahdats without any other formality 
than a simple jproc^^ verbal, which at first tended to 
raise their value: two milliards and four hundred 
millions in this currency were issued; while severe 
measures were adopted to give them a forced circula- 
tion; penalties being even enacted against selling 
mndats at less than their nominal value in gold or 
silver: but though they were secured on an extent of 
land supposed to be of equal value, they began to 
decline, and were soon at a discount nearly as great, 
in proportion to their value, as the old assignats : by 
no measure of finance, could paper money, oistrusted 
abroad and redundant at home, be maintained at any 
thing like its nominal value; government, therefore, 
with all its civil servants and public creditors, were 
suffering the severest privations ; and while the armies 
of Pichegru and Napoleon, paid in coin extracted from 
foreign states, were living in luxury, those on the soil 
of the republic, and paid in its depreciated paper, were 
starving ; and the general distress became so intolera- 
ble, that the great refiige of the sufferers was suicide : 
all classes began to perceive that it was vain to pursue 
the chimerical plan of upholding the value of paper 
nnder so excessive a depreciation ; and on the sixte^ith 
of July, it was declared that every one was at liberty 
to transact business in what money he chose ; als^ that 
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XXXIX. *^® fnandats should be taken at their current value, 
- - — taxes being received either in coin, or mandats at that 
^^^^* rate; for which it was also decreed, that the national 
domains still undisposed of should be sold. These 
expedients, however, could not long defer the evil day: 
deprived of the extraordinary resource of issuing paper, 
the directory were obliged to calculate their real reve- 
nue, and endeavor to acconunodate their expenditure 
to that standard : but their calculation was erroneous; 
for their revenue proved much less, and their expen- 
diture much greater, than had been anticipated ; mean- 
while, the armies were in extreme penury, and all 
national establishments on the brink of ruin : in these 
circumstances, it was not possible to avoid a bank- 
ruptcy; and at length, the public creditors, who once 
so loudly praised the first movements of revolution, 
became its victims in 1797, by the annihilation of 
two-thirds of the national debt. 

Various were the plans of annoyance projected 
against England by the French government ; but all 
had been hitherto delayed or set aside as inadequate 
or impracticable, until it was suggested that the most 
effectual method of opposing her with advantage, was 
to exclude her manufactures from every port subject 
to French control. This new species of hostility was 
carried into execution with as much despatch as the 
jarring interests of continental states would allow; 
and British goods were soon unable to obtain legal 
entrance into any port from the Elbe to the Adriatic, 
except those belonging to the Hans Towns, Portugal, 
and Russia: but the capital, power, and enterprise of 
Great Britain still forced her manufactures, through 
different inlets, into countries subject to the severest 
restrictions ; while her merchants opened new and 
numerous sources of wealth in other quarters of the 
globe. 
Death of Q^ thei sixth of Novcmbcr this year died Catha- 
II ^^^^ rine IL of Russia, having lived to see the conclusion 
of that grand tragedy which she had commenced, in 
the partition of Poland. She had divided the spoil 
with others, but not the dominion ; and what she had 
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granted to them, would perhaps have been reclaimed,' ^xa 

had she not been surprised by death: no one of her - 

predecessors had exercised mfluence like hers on 
Europe: but affairs became different whai her only 
son, Paul I. ascended the throne with different 
maxims : about the same time also died Victor Ama- 
deus, king of Sardinia, who left his dominions in a 
very mutilated condition to his son, the prince of 
Piedmont. 

The British parliament met on the sixth of October; Meeting of 
when his majesty stated that he had omitted no endea- p**"^**"®"*- 
vors to obtain peace, and to secure general tranquillity : 
at the same time, he recommended a renewal of exer- 
tions, as a manifestation of our power and determina- 
tion to carry on the war, if necessary. The party 
attached to Burke, adopting the opinions of that 
statesman wholly or partially, reprobated all negotia- 
tion with the republic; but ministers declared that 
they had never asserted or supposed that the security 
of our own realms was unattainable apart from the 
re-establishment of monarchy in France : the French 
government, it was said, appeared to have a tendency 
toward moderation ; our own country also was im- 
proved in tranquillity, through the operation of wise 
enactments passed last session; and a fair opening for 
negotiation was acknowleged: the principal members 
of opposition, however, though they heartily approved 
of this declaration, could not, judging from the con- 
duct rather than the profession of ministers, give them 
credit for sincerity. Pitt strongly urged a preparation 
for war as the surest way of obtaining favorable terms 
of peace; exhibiting at the same time a very encou- 
raging account of the state of the nation, and the 
increased extent of its resources. 

A clause of the king's speech had declared his ma- 
jesty's apprehension of an invasion; Pitt therefore 
recommended the adoption of measures to repel such 
an attempt ; for which purpose he formed a plan of 
levying 15,000 men from the different parishes for sea 
service, and another for recruiting the regular regi- 
ments without materially interfering with the general 
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xxxnc ^^^^*^ ^^ *^^ country : to effect this, he proposed a 
'-supplementary levy of militia to be grafted on the old 
establishment, to the number of 60,000 ; not to be im- 
mediately called out, but to be enrolled and trained, 
so as to be fit for service at the moment of danger : he 
also proposed to provide 20,000 irregular cavahy; 
every person who kept ten horses being obliged to 
ftirmsh one horse and horseman; those who kept more 
to be assessed in proportion ; and those who kept less 
to be distributed into classes to furnish one at the 
common expense : these propositions all passed into 
laws ; and a bill was also brought in and carried by 
Mr. Dundas, to raise a militia in Scotland : the whole 
number of land forces intended for 1797 was 195,694; 
that of seamen 120,000. By the annual statement 
of finances, it appeared that £18,000,000 would be 
required by way of loan, exclusive of £5,500,000 in 
exchequer bills, and about £13,500,000 in victuaUing, 
transport, and navy bills, which the minister proposed 
to fiind : this loan was soon fi)llowed by a second, of 
eighteen millions, comprehending various deficiencies, 
and including a vote of three millions for the emperor 
of Germany : its terms were highly advantageous to 
the monied interest, as it was funded at less than £50 
for each £100 of three per cents. Though the lowest 
classes continued to be exempted from the severest 
pressure of new taxes, still the principal part of them 
bore heavily on the comforts of the middle ranks;* 
and in regard to the ministerial plans of finance, com- 
plaints began to be made, not without justice, that 
the very opulent contributed very little in proportion 
to their property. Mr. Pitt having admitted, on 
moving the vote of credit, that £1,200,000 had been 
advanced to the emperor without the previous consent 
of parliament, Mr. Fo:^ observed, that if such a mea- 
sure did not meet with reprobation, he should think 
that man a hypocrite who pretended to see any dis- 
tinction between our government and an absolute 
monarchy: the majority in favor of ministers, on 

' The fresh imposts were on tea, coffee, spirits, sugar, &c. ; on assessed tues, 
postage, stage coaches, and canal navigation. 
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the motion for a vote of censure, was smaller than xxxix. 

usual. 

During these preparations to carry on war, negotia- 
tions for peace were opened, more in compliance with 
a prevalent wish among the people, than from any 
anxiety of their rulers to obtain it. His Britannic 
majesty, from whom the proposal originated, sent lord 
Malmesbury to Paris in the autumn, for the purpose of 
adjusting terms of reconciliation ; but the elation of the 
republicans by their success in Italy, and their hopes 
from Ireland, were calculated to obstruct all such views : 
besides, an envoy despatched about this time by the 
court of London to that of Berlin, with an intent, as 
was supposed, of drawing Prussia again into a coali- 
tion, excited considerable jealousy in the minds of the 
directors : under such adverse circumstances, lord 
Malmesbury opened his commission, proposing a 
mutual restitution of conquests as the basis of a 
treaty ; and, as France had made no acquisitions from 
Great Britain, he offered to give up our conquests in 
return for what she might restore to the allies. The 
directory were at first unwilling to admit the inter- 
ference of other powers in the negotiation; but this 
point was at length conceded; and lord Malmesbury, 
being requested to declare his system of compensation 
more fully, proposed the restitution of all conquests 
in the Netherlands and Italy to the emperor; the 
accession of Russia to the treaty; and the including 
of Portugal, without any indemnification required by 
France : in return for which. Great Britain would 
restore her conquests in both Indies : no obstacle, it 
was said, would be interposed by his Britannic ma- 
jesty against Spain becoming a party in the negotia- 
tion ; and in case Holland were reinstated in the 
political situation which she occupied before the war, 
her colonial possessions captured by Great Britain 
would be restored ; but if she continued a republic, 
their Britannic and imperial majesties would be ob- 
liged to seek, in territorial compensations, that security 
which such a state of things would render necessary. 
When these memorials were given in, it was asked, 
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CHAP, whether the disunion of Bel^um and France was con- 
^^^^^' sidered indispensable ; to which an answer was given 
1796. in the affirmative ; since the annexation of the Nether- 
lands to the French republic would be attended with 
much greater benefit to that power, and loss to the 
allies, than the state of affairs intitled the directory 
to expect. In the course of discussion, M. de la Croix 
said that this difficulty could never be surmounted; 
and in two days afterwards, he requested lord Malmes- 
bury to send in his ultimatum : to this his lordship 
replied, that so peremptory a demand of an ultimatum, 
before the respective powers had communicated to 
each other their pretensions, was to shut the door 
against all negotiation ; but he repeated, that he was 
ready to discuss the proposals of his court, or of any 
contre-prcjet which might be delivered to him on the 
part of the directory : the answer of that body was, 
that they would listen to no proposal contrary to the 
constitution, the laws, and the treaties which bound 
the republic; and as lord Malmesbury announced that 
he must ask the opinion of his court, it appeared that 
he was not invested with sufficient powers to treat: 
he was therefore required to quit the capital in two 
days, and the territory of the republic as expeditiously 
as possible; *but,' it was added, * if the British cabi- 
net be really desirous of peace, the executive directory 
is ready to follow up negotiations according to the 
basis laid down in the present note by the reciprocal 
transmission of couriers/ Thus ended the firat at- 
tempt at peace, as might have been expected: for 
scarcely any thing could be more evident than that 
the directory must have been conscious that their own 
possession of power mainly rested on the continuation 
of hostilities; and that peace would, as it were, have 
paralysed the nation. Our ministry, ascribing the 
abrupt conclusion of negotiations intirely to France, 
published a manifesto, dated the twenty-seventh of 
December, enlarging on their own pacific dispositions, 
and setting forth the malignant hostility of the French 
government. 

This document was laid before parliament; when 
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ministers took on opportunity of expatiating on it in ^^^^ 

eloquent and impressive comments, calculated to ani- '- 

mate the indignation of members, and of the country ^' 
at large, against the republicans. Mr. Pitt asserted, 
that the rupture of the late negotiations was wholly 
due to that government, which demanded, not as an 
ultimatum, but as a preliminary, to retain all terri- 
tories, of which the war had given them a temporary 
possession; and respecting which they had thought 
proper to pass a decree, annexing them unalienably 
to the republic : and not content with thus abrogating 
the law of nations, as weU as previous treaties, they 
had offered a studied insult to his majesty, by order- 
ing his ambassador to quit Paris, and proposing to 
carry on negotiations by reciprocal couriers. * The 
question is,' said Mr. Pitt, *not how much you will 
give for peace ; but how much disgrace you wiU suffer 
at the outset ; how much degradation you will submit 
to as a preliminary : shall we then persevere in the 
war, with a spirit and energy worthy of the British 
name and character; or shall we, by sending couriers 
to Paris, prostrate ourselves at the feet of a stubborn, 
supercilious government? I hope there is not a hand 
in his majesty's council that would sign the proposal; 
that there is not a heart in this house which would 
sanction the measure; and that there is not an indi- 
vidual in the realm who would act as courier.' Mr. 
Erskine, in answering the minister's speech, took a 
general view of the causes and consequences of the 
war, and endeavored to prove that the ostensible were 
not the real grounds of the rupture. Fox argued that 
the whole amount of Pitt's splendid oration, was to 
admit that we had been four years engaged in a con- 
test, imprecedented for expense, both in men and 
money ; that after aU our efforts, so honorable to the 
British people; after an addition of £200,000,000 to 
our national debt, and of £9,000,000 to our permanent 
taxes ; after a dreadful effusion of human blood, and an 
incalculable addition to human misery, we had gained 
no object for which we engaged in war; nay, the 
minister this night had proved, by his elaborate speech. 
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Mxix. *^^* ^^^ enemies had from success become more un- 
reasonable in their pretensions; and that all hopes of 
peace were removed to a greater distance than ever. 
After descanting on the folly of persisting in hostili- 
ties against the French government on accomit of 
Belgium, and auguring much evil from the unex- 
ampled depreciation of our funds in consequence of 
lord Malmesbury's return, Fox moved an address to 
the throne, recommending that his majes^'s faithful 
commons should proceed to investigate tne conduct 
of ministers, whose infatuated counsels had involved 
this nation in her present misfortunes, and frustrated 
the late negotiations. A similar motion was made in 
the upper house by lord Oxford, but both were nega- 
tived; while opposite addresses, approving highly of 
the general system of administration, as well as the 
principles and conduct of the late negotiation, were 
carried by such large majorities, that Fox, disgusted 
at what he designated as venality and servility in 
parliament, began to contemplate a secession from the 
house of commons. 
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CHAPTER XL. 



GEORGE ni. (continued.)— 1797. 

General state of the nation — Stoppage of cash pa3mient8 at the 
Bank — 'Ministerial and parliamentary measures thereon — Con- 
sequences — Mutiny among the sailors — Agitation in Ireland—^ 
Motions respecting the same in the two houses — Motions fot the 
dismissal of ministers rejected — Mr. Grey's motion for parlia- 
mentary reform — Proposal for inquiry into the state of the 
nation — Marriage cff the princess royal — Session terminates--^ 
French expedition to the coast of Waies^— State of the enemy's 
nayy — ^Battle of Cape St. Vincent— Expedition against Teneriffe 
— Attack on Santa Cruz — Capture of Trinidad, and failure 
against Porto Rico— Admiral Duncan's victory off Camperdown 

■ -^General thanksgiving — Military affairs in Italy — ^Bonapart^ 
crosses the Tyrolese Alps, and advances near to Vienna — - 
Armistice of L«oben — Revolt of the Venetian states, and oonse* 

.'. quences — Dissentions in the government at Paris — Conduct of 
Napoleon — Re-establishment of the directory by the military- 
Circumstances leading to the treaty of Campo Formio — Pacific 
arrangements — State of Europe — Renewal of pacific negotiations 

; between England and France at Lille — Reasons for its failure— » 
Napoleon returns to Paris — The directory wishes him to attempt 
the invasion of England — He sees the folly of such a plan, but 
resolves on an expedition to Egypt — Meeting of the British par- 
liament — King^s speech — Retirement of opposition members- 
from the house — Address to the king — Increasing popularity of 

. ministers — New financial scheme — Strongly opposed by opposi-> 
tion — Mr. Nicholls*s speech — Minister's scheme is carried — 
Voluntary contributions to the defence of the country — Death 
of the king of Prussia — Congress of Radstadt-^Release of la 
Fayette by Austria, 

Thb dentimenta of parliament on the state of public state of the 
affairs, at this time, were fer from being general °**^®°' 
througkout the country : instead of acknowleging 
signs of national prosperity, a, large portion of the 
people shrank from the immense burdens of the wai*, 
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^XL^* and predicted ruin to the state: in fact, the present 

'- — year was that of a great crisis. We were involved in 

" ^' a contest apparently interminable, except by our sub- 
mission ; since little hope appeared of saving the con- 
tinent from French domination; at the same time, 
public credit seemed tottering to its base; rebellion 
was ready to burst out in Ireland ; and our national 
defenders, the British seamen, disgusted both by real 
and fancied wrongs, were preparing to turn their 
mutinous arms agamst their own country, 
of^h*^ - ^^^ ^^* measure of this session which solicits our 
ments at attention, is the alteration of the currency, produced 
the Bank, j^y ^^ ^^^ authorising the suspension of cash pa3nnent8 
at the Bank of England ; — an act of marvellous efficacy 
in its day; but which has been productive of con- 
sequences far more extensive and important than ever 
entered into the imagination of its supporters. As the 
rapid increase of our national debt, and the failure of 
pacific negotiations, had lately created alarm among 
fundholders, sellers became more numerous than 
buyers, and the prices of stock fell propOTtionally : to 
apprehensions respecting publie credit, were added 
fears for the grand national repository, the Bank of 
England; for it had been drained of immense sums 
by government, whose renuttances to foreign powers, 
being necessarily made in specie, had ^eieatly dimi- 
nished the circulating coin. As early as 1796, its 
directors had earnestly requested Mr. Pitt so to arrange 
his financial measures for the year, as not to depend 
on &rther assistance from them ; and at different times 
they repeated these remonstrances, stating the absolute 
necessity of diminishing the sum of their advances to 
government; the last having been granted with great 
i^elmctoQce, and at his pres^g solicitation : in 1796, 
however, they again yielded to the urgent necessities 
of the public service : but when the minister, at the 
commencement of the present yeaa*, reqnixed still 
laj^r advances, stating that, beside accommodation; 
to the English treaaury, a loan^ of £1,500,000. would' 
be wanted for Ireland, the governor of the Bank was 
directed to inform Mr. Pitt that a con^)iljanGe with 
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his feqfuest ^ould * probably obKge the directo'rs to ^ xl^* 
shut their doofs.' - ' — 

Nor was the aocotomodation afforded* to government 
the sole cause of alartf : tiknid persons' badfelt inclined,' 
ever since the beginning of the war,' to hoard their 
cash; and fears of invasion had ktely induced many 
capitalists, &rmers, and opulent traddsmen to with- 
draw their deposits firotii country bankers: the demand 
for specie which this occasioned soon reached the 
metropolis; so that on Monday, the twentieth of 
February, a great run commenced on the Bank, which 
went on increasing rapidly till the twenty-fourth ; when 
the demands for cash became so frequtot and large, 
tliat a deputation of directors hastened to submit their 
situation to the chancellor of the exchequer, and ask 
him how fer he thought they might venture to go in 
paying coin, without detriment to' the public service. 
The nature of the case appeal^ sa alarming to the 
cabinet, that a messenger wa^ instantly despatched to 
Windsor for his majesty; who hastened to town, and 
held a council, the first time during his reign, for the 
transaction of business on a Sunday; when the con- 
clufflon to which they came, was an order, prohibiting 
the Bank from issuing atrV more gold in payment of 
its notes, until the sense of parliament could he taken. 
With a view of allaying the public alarm which this 
measure was calculated to excite, a notice was appended 
to the order of privy council^ declaring that the general 
concerns of the Bank were in so prosperous a condition, 
as to preclude every doubt as to the Security of its 
notes; that the directors nieant to (Continue their usual 
discounts for the accoftmaodatibn of the commercial 
interest, paying the amount in: bank paper, and the 
dividend warrants in the same manner. 

A meeting of merchants and bankers wad hdd the 
same day at the Mansion-House, when it was deter- 
pimed to support the credit of flie Bank by receiving 
its notes in payment of a.by sum of money; and the 
lords of council agreed to a similar resolution : when 
this subject was announced to the two houses, oppo- 
nents and supporters of administration expressed very 

u 2 
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CHAP, different opinicms respecting it; the former constrmng 
this discontinuance of cash payments into a state of 
insolvency and bankruptcy, as usually defined by 
commercial men; while ministers considered the case 
as one not to be measured by ordinary rules. The 
Bank had been stated to possess, in its corporate pro-. 
perty, effects &r exceeding all demands to which it 
was liable; but from unfoimded alarms, it was not 
allowed to retain the usual quantity of gold and silver; 
it could not therefore be called insolvent and bank^ 
rupt, when its effects would soon bring plenty of gold 
and silver into its coffers : the first step taken was ta 
appoint two secret committers for ascertaining the 
assets of the Bank beyond its debts; and their reports 
stated that these amounted to the sum of £3,826,890, 
exclusive of a permanent debt of £11,666,800 in the 
three per cent, stock, due £rom government ; also 
that the demands which occasioned a drain of cash 
had of late been progressive ; and that they were 
likely to go on increasing, until they would deprive 
the Bank of its means of supplymg that cash to 
government, which its pressing exigences might 
require. On these reports, Mr. Pitt proposed and car- 
ried a bill, aiabling the directors to issue notes in 
payment of demands, instead of cash, agreeably to the 
late order of council: a clause also was introduced, 
which prevented any person from being subject to 
arrest, who offered Bank of England notes in discharge 
of a debt : this, however, did not strictly amount to 
£k legal tender; as it wa^*afterwards determined in the 
courts of law, that a creditor might still demand cash 
in payment of a debt instead of notes. A bill was also 
introduced to legalise the issue of small notes by 
private persons; from which time the circulation of 
gold coin in a great measure ceased, and notes of one 
pound and upwards became the general medium of 
commercial intercourse. 

With regard to the policy and expediency of this! 
measure, judgment will be given, according as opinions 
v^ry with respect to the policy and expediencg^ of 
the war: there can be no question respecting the. 
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necessity of such a bill, if the war was to be carried ^^^^' 
on; for the whole world could not have supplied^ — — ^^ 
(jash for the vast expenditure in which that war was "^^* 
involving us : leaving this question therefore in 
abeyance, let us briefly consider the effects which ne- 
cessarily resulted from so celebrated a stroke of policy : 
the circulating medium being now easily multiplied, 
government was freed from all embarrassment; the 
benefit of a rising market was generally experienced ; 
taxes could be increased without becoming burden- 
some; and the minister was enabled to raise any 
supplies which the most profiise expenditure might 
render necessary: he coidd create offices, augment 
salaries, grant pensions, form the most extravagant 
contracts, and buy seats in parliament by wholesale: 
he could send out expeditions, like that of Walcheren, 
without fears for the result; he could subsidise foreign 
potentates to any amount, and organise coalitions to 
any extent; nay, he could send the whole military 
force of England into Spain, and provision it from 
this country^ 

No one suffered materially from this change but 
those who were living on fixed incomes or the interest 
of money; and laborers, whose wages never rise in 
proportion to the depreciation of the currency : as the 
bill, however, took from the least productive classes 
what it gave to those who employed the same in re- 
production, the consequence was, that agriculture 
received a powerful impulse; immense trax^ts of waste 
land were brought into cultivation, and every new 
species of husbandry was introduced; for landowners 
joined with their tenants in improvements, when they 
found rents rising at the expiration of leases : owing 
to this general influx of money, trade also florished to 
an unexampled extent; great national works were 
undertaken for the employment of capital; and 
prosperity every where appeared in spite of long and 
expensive wars, which never were known to create 
prosperity before: besides, the population, naturally 
accommodating itself to the large addition thus made 
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^xlT* ^ productive capital and the demand for labor, 

became proportionally augmented. 

^^^' The multitude were aatcHUshed at these j^enomena; 
but a few discerning persons saw how delusive were 
appearances, which, in fact, copcealod a robbery comr 
mitted on a large portion of the community: they 
foresaw the ruiAOUs habits of profligacy and ^q)en- 
dituire which would thQPce be introduced into all 
stages of society ; and the ga3eral distress which would 
ensue at the end of the war; when the ciroalatiQg 
medium must necessarily be contracted, and the en€H> 
mous debts, which war had occasioned, be jieid i^ 
that contracted curr^icy: they foresaw also thevasi 
advantages whic)i monied men Would thereby gaiQ 
over the ancient aristocracy of the country; as well 
as that irritation which all the suffering classes in the 
community would feel, and which would necessarily 
urge them to make violent phanges in the constitution, 
with a hope of dispovering ^ rein^y^for their distresSf 
The first great change of our patipnal currency, which 
benefited the debtor at the expense of the oreditor, 
may be ^d to have created that magnificent but 
deceptive prosperity, which qverthrew Napcdeon ; the 
second change, whiph took firom the debtor what it 
gave to the creditor, and fixHH the productive classes 
what it gq.ve to t|ie non-productive, being too rapidly 
executed, and without ^uy respect to an equitable 
adjustment, ]u» altered, and may possibly, unless 
counteracted by other powerful influences, qY^T0mm 
the British constitution* 

A}|urm, caused by the gtpppage of ofuah paymeofts i4 
the Bank, was not much abated before angither cause 
of anxiety arose firom the mutinous q>irit which broke 
out among our sailor^, on account of their inadequate 
Discern, pay, as well a^a the quantity and quality of their pro- 
SpiUield. virions- Signs of this discontent first aMeared at 
^pithead, when lord Bridport rec^ved crd^rs Jfrom 
government to put to sea with the channel fleet; for 
instead of obeying the signal for preparation, the 
admiral'^ crew ra^ up the sjbirouds^ aiikd gave three 
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cheers; which, being answered by the other vessels, ^^f* 
manifested a thorough combmatibn. The crew of the - 
Cleopatra frigate elone escaped this contagion; by 
whose good disposition captam Penrose set sail with 
admirable address, and joined sir Edward Pellew's 
squadron at Fahnouth ; whence he started with the 
IndefatigaUe and R^volutionnaire, on a cruise, in 
which the great importance of the western squadron 
was very manifest; for in fact it became the protector 
of the channel : several armed vessels were taken ; and 
sir £dward was careful to run in frequently with his 
ships at different parts of the French coast, to create a 
belief that a considerable British force was out.^ The 
mutineers, having appointed delegates, sent a petition 
to admiral lord Howe, in which they stated, that as 
long as a redress of grievances was refused to them, 
they would not quit their station, * unless the enemy 
was known to be at sea.' Through the meritorious 
exertions of that excellent officer, who was not less 
respected by ministers than beloved by the seamen, 
their leasonable demands were granted; and it was 
supposed that all cause of dissatisfe.ction was removed : 
but when lord Bridport made a signal for weighing 
anchor, every ship refused to obey, from a groundless 
apprehension that government had deceived them, and 
did not mean to fulfil its engagement: a meeting 
therefore of delegates was again called, to be held on 
board the London; but vice-admiral Colpoys, bein^ 
determined to prevent so illegal an assembly, ordered 
his marines to fire on the advancing boats; in which 
five men were killed. Irritated by this act, the crew 
rose on their commander, and confined him, as well as 
the captain of the London, for several hours in sepa^ 
rate cabins ; and in this state the sailors at Portsmouth 
remained till the fi)urteenth of May, when lord Howe 
arrived with plenary powers from the admiralty, as 
well as an act of parliament, granting additional pay 
to the seamen, and his majesty's proclamation of 
pardon : the flag of insurrection was then struck, and 
the public saw with satisfaction the extinction of this 

I See life of Lard Exmooth, p. 170. 
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^^^^^•' dangerous mutiny : another, however, spraag up in a 

different quarter, which was calculated to convert that 

^^* satis&ction into the most serious alarm and conster^ 
nation. 
Mutiny It The grievances of which our sailors complained 
^^* ought never to have existed; but it was one of the 
minister's great faults, and it adhered strongly to his 
school of politicians, not to correct an abuse, till the 
evil rose to such a height, that correction could no 
longer be safely deferred : with aH that knowlege of 
political machinery, that insight into causes and effects, 
and that union of transcendent faculties which distin- 
guished Mr. Pitt, he did not possess a keen sense of 
justice toward individuals; neither did he feel for pri- 
vate losses, or grievances affecting particular bodies of 
men, so long as the wheels of government ran smoothly 
on, and the system which he had set in motion was 
not deranged. Owing to this defect in the minister's 
character, it happened, that the concessions to our 
seamen were extorted, instead of being voluntarily 
granted ; and the same method lay open to their ulte- 
rior claims : the crews of the North-Sea fleet, as well 
as of the ships at the Nore, imitating the conduct of 
those at Spithead, but exceeding them in the extent of 
their demands, appointed a committee of delegates 
from each vessel, and chose Richard Parker, a man of 
strong abilities and resolute character, to be its presi- 
dent. The claims of these mutineers comprehended 
greater libertv of absence from ships in harbor, a more 
just distribution of prize-money, a more punctual dis- 
charge of arrears of pay, with several other privileges 
and exemptions, which were considered inconsistent 
with due subordination in the navy and the objects of 
its service. 

On the twenty-third of May, the red flag, the 
symbol of mutinv, was hoisted on board admiral 
Buckner's flag-ship, the Sandwich; to which every 
man of war sent two delegates; a committee of in- 
struction, consisting of twelve members, bemg ap- 
pointed in each ship: the delegates went on shore 
daily; and after holding their meetings, paraded the 
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streets and ramparts of the garrison with flags and ^^''' 
music : at length, lord Keith and sir Charles Grey were - 
despatched from the admiralty to Sheemess; when it 
was intimated to the refractory seamen, that their 
demands, being inconsistent with the good order and 
regulations necessary to the service, could not be com- 
plied with : but the behavior of the delegates was so 
audacious, that the commissioners departed without 
producing any effect on the mutineers; the more 
desperate of whom suggested an idea of carrying their 
ships into an enemy's port: the majorily, however, 
revolted against so unpatriotic an act, aUeging tiiat 
a redress of grievances was their only object; and for 
the purpose of obtaining this, they proceeded to block 
up the Thames, by mooring four of their vessels across 
the river, and refusing a passage to the London trade : 
also, to supply their present wants, they took fix>m a 
trading vessel 300 sacks of flour, which they distri- 
buted to the different crews. 

On the fourth of June, they celebrated the king's 
birthday by a royal salute, and on the sixth, were 
joined by four ships of the line from admiral Duncan's 
squadron; which accession of strength swelled the 
rebellious fleet to twenty-four sail, consisting of eleven 
of the line and thirteen frigates. Gk)vemment, in the 
mean time, was not inattentive to the perilous state of 
the country; and his majesty's pardon was in the first 
instance proclaimed to all such mutineers as should 
immediately return to their duty: this was speedily 
followed by two acts of parliament, for more effectually 
restraining intercourse between the revolted crews and 
the shore, and for punishing with extreme severity 
any attempt to seduce seamen or soldiers into muti- 
nous conduct : besides, all the buoys, at the mouth of 
the Thames, as well as on the neignboring coasts, were 
removed; 2 and furnaces for heating shot were kept in 
readiness at Sheemess. While these transactions 
excited great alarm in the nation, each division of the 
fleet lying at Portsmouth and Plymouth addressed an 
exhortation to the seamen at the Nore, urging them to 

* At the Buggestion, it is said, of Mr. Sheridan. 
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^'xL^* be content with the indulgences already granted by 
government, and return to their duty, without insist- 
ing on more concessions than had been demanded by 
the rest of the navy : these warnings, however, proved 
ineffectual ; and the last attempt at reconciliation by 
treaty was made through lord Northesk, who had 
hitherto been kept confined on board his ship, the 
Monmouth; and whom thev engaged to carry, and 
submit to his majesty, conditions on which they were 
willing to give up the ships: his lordship undertook 
this commission; but told them plainly, that from its 
unreasonableness, he could not flattier them with any 
hope of success: and so it turned out; for the terms, 
being submitted to the king in council, were instantly 
rejected. All hopes of accommodation being thus at 
an end, preparations were made at Sheemess to enforce 
obedience to the laws : but information being received 
by the mutineers, that the nation at large highly dis- 
approved their acts, divisions took place among the 
delegates; and several ships, being reduced to great 
distress from the want of fresh provisions and water, 
deserted their colleagues: on the twelfth of June, all 
but seven hoisted the union flag; and, next morning, 
five of these ran under protection of the fort : farther 
resistance was now useless; so that, after a fruitless 
attempt to procure a general pardon, the crew of the 
Sandwich steered her into Sheemess, where about 
thir4y of the delegates were arrested by a piquet guard 
of soldiers. Parker was tried by a court martial; and 
having had a patient hearing of three days, was con- 
denmed to be hanged; which sentence, after acknow- 
leging its justice, he underwent with great intrepidity, 
on board the Sandwich, the scene of his usurped autho- 
rity: many other of the ringleaders also received 
sentence of death, and several were executed; but 
mercy, either immediately, or at a more distant period, 
was extended to the rest. Having happily suppressed 
this insurrection of the sailors, government turned its 
attention to the army; whidi sdso, with great reason, 
complained of insufficient pay; for provisicms and all 
other articles wwe rising, while the value of money 
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was decreasing through the issues of Bank paper: an ^^lT' 
augmentation was accordingly made, by which every - -^^^ ■ 
soldier was to receive a shilling per day. 

Much amtation prevailed also at this time in Ire- j^fJ^^JJ 
land, which was attributed by ministers to the dis* 
semination of Jacobinical principles ; and by their 
antagonists to an arbitrary, coercive, unconstitutional 
system of government, wmch had been adopted since 
the recall of earl Fitzwilliam. In such a state of 
things, earl Moira moved an address, praying that his 
majesty would interfere to allay Irish discontents : but 
this was resisted, as an improper encroachment on the 
authoritv of the Irish parliament; and as tending to 
render the people disaffected toward their own legisla- 
ture and government, whose conduct was conducive 
to thdbr welfare : motions of the same kind were made 
in the house of commons, and rejected on similar 
grounds. In supporting their respective propositions, 
W Moira and Mr. Fox strongly reprobated the 
system of terror carried on in the sister kingdom; 
describing the different bodies of men whom it tended 
to alienate from government, particularly presbyteriana 
in the north, and Romanists in ike south : their argu- 
ments, however, had no eflSsct on tiie administration, 
which continued to support a system, styled by its 
approvers firmness, and by its opponents tyranny. 

As ministers had decUned in popularity since the 
failure of lord Malmesbury's negotiation, and many 
petitions had been sent to the king soliciting their 
dismissal, the opposition thought this a good oppor* 
tunity of proposing addresses in both houses to his 
Batgesty, praying tiiat they might be removed from 
his counsels. The grounds of attack and defence were 
the same as had frequently been discussed; including 
both the commencement and continuation of the war, 
its conduct and results, the financial system, the 
enormous increase of debt and taxes, the distresses of 
the Qountiy^ and the failure of pacific negotiations: 
but all such motions were rejected by large majorities- 
Mr. Grey again brought forward a scheme for parlia- 
mentary reform, more definite and explicit than usual f 
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^HAP. proposing that the number of county meinbers should 

^— be increased from 92 to 113, to be elected, not only 

*^^^* by freeholders, but by copy and leaseholders; the re- 
maining 400 members to be chosen by householders: 
a motion was also made in the house of peers, for 
inquiry into the stat€ of the nation; but effectually 
opposed by ministers, as intended to produce a change 
of system, which they affirmed would be ruinous to 
Marriage the couutry. On the eighteenth of May, Charlotte 
princess Matilda, the princess royal, a young lady of great 
roy«^ beauty, talent, and accomplishments, was married to 
Frederic William, hereditary prince of Wurtemburg; 
to whom parliament assigned £80,000 as her dowry. 
The session ended on the twentieth of July, having 
lasted between nine and ten months. 
French Earlv this year, French menaces of invasion eva- 

miw!*'" porated in a contemptible expedition, which disem- 
barked about 1500 men, mostly criminals and va^- 
bonds attired as soldiers, but without any artilleir, in 
Cardigan-bay. The Welsh peasantry, animated by 
their gentry, and armed with scythes, sickles, and 
pitchforks, marched forth to meet these invaders; but 
lord Cawdor had assembled, in the course of a single 
day, a mixed force of 700 militia, fencibles, and 
yeomanry cavalry; to whom the French commander, 
after a snort negotiation, capitulated on the twenty- 
sixth of February; while two frigates which accom- 
panied the expedition were captured on their return 
to Brest: in other quarters, however, preparations 
were made on a more formidable scale. 
Battle of , The republic, having now at its disposal the fleets 
Vm^ent ^^ HoUaud and Spain, proposed to its confederates 
that the greater part of the Spanish navy should sail 
in the early part of the year to Brest; and then, ac- 
Qompanied by the Frencn ships of war in that port, 
should form a junction with the Dutch fleet : after 
this, it was intended that the whole armada should 
bear down for the coast of England; and, by hum- 
bling the lofty pretensions of her naval power, pave 
the way to her ultimate subjugation. To frustrate 
this design, sir John Jervis was ordered to blockade 
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the port of Cadiz, and admiral Duncan sent to watcfr ^xlT' 
the movements of the Dutch in the Texel. Early in - 
Febraary, commodore Nelson, sailing through . the 
straits of Gibraltar, fell in with the Spanish fleet, 
under Don Joseph de Cordova; and on the thirteenth, 
he communicated this intelligence to sir John Jervis; 
who, knowing his worth, transferred him to the Cap- 
tain, of seventy-four guns : before sunset, signals were 
made to prepare for action, and to keep in close order 
during the night : at dawn of day on the fourteenth, 
the enemy's fleet was descried off Cape St. Vincent; 
but the weather being very hazy, it was not till ten 
o'clock that its force was discovered to consist of 
twenty-seven sail of the line ; of which one was a four* 
decker, six were three-deckers, and two eighty-fours. 
The commander of this formidable armament had' 
learned from an American, that the English admiral 
had only eight ships; which was really the case, when 
his informer had seen them; for a reinforcement of 
six, under admiral Parker, had not then joined, and 
the Culloden had then parted company : the Spaniard,; 
therefore, instead of going into Cadiz, as was his 
intention when he left Carthagena, determined to seek: 
an enemy so inferior, in force; and he found him to 
his cost; though even when reinforced, the British 
admiral had only fifteen ships of the line, of which the 
largest were two of 100 guns, two of ninety-eight, and 
two of ninety; while the Spanish frigates were in the 
proportion of ten to four. When the dav cleared, the 
enemy's fleet was somewhat scattered, while the British 
sailed in a compaqt body on the starboard tack; when 
sir John Jervis, by caiiying a press of sail, passed 
through them, captain Troubridge, in the Culloden, 
leading between the eighteenth and nineteenth of the 
enemy's ships, and effectually cutting off nine, on hia 
rear division : these attempted to form on the larboard 
tack, with a design to pass either through the British 
line, or to leeward of it, and rejoin their comrades r 
only one, however, succeeded; the rest meeting so 
warm a reception, that they put about, and took to 
flight, leaving the British commander at liberty to 
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^^^' attack the main body of the enemy, which was still 

. ^ greatly superior to nia fleet, especially in weight of 

^^^* metal. Sir John made the signal to tack in succession; 
but Nelson, whose station was in the rear of the line, 
quickly perceived that the Spaniards were bearing up 
before the wind, with an intention of forming their 
line, and joining their separated ships; or else of 
getting off without a battle : to prevent either of these 
schemes, he hesitated not to disobey the signal,' and 
wore; by which means, he came at once ifito action 
with the enemy's four-decker Santissima Trinidada, 
the San Joseph, and Salvador del Mundo, of 112 guns 
each, the San Nicholas, eighty-four, and the San Isidore, 
seventy-four.® His example was followed by captain 
CoUingwood in the Excellent ; captain Troubridge, 
in the CuUoden also nobly supported him; when for 
nearly two hours they sustained, what Nelson called, 
* an apparently, but not really, unequal contest : the 
Blenheim, captain Frederick, then passing between them 
iknd their enemies, gave them a respite ; the Salvador and 
San Isidore dropped astern; and were exposed to sotre- 
mendous a fire f^m the Excellent, that the San Isidore 
struck her colors to that ship, which instantly pushed 
on with all sail set to aid Nelson, who was exposed to 
the fire of five ships; the Blenheim being a head, and 
the Culloden astern in a crippled state: about this 
time, as the San Nicolas luffed up, after a terrible 
broadside from the Excellent, the San Joseph fell 
aboard her, and Nelson resumed his place alongside 
those two ships: but his own was so cut up, as to be 
totally useless in the line or chase: under these cir- 
cumstances^ he ordered out the boarders: when com- 
maoider Berry, who had lately been Nelson's first 
lieutenant, gallantly led the way, by leaping into tiie 
enemy's mizen chains ; and was supported from the 
sprit^dl yard, locked in the San Nicolas's rigging: 
heutenant Pearson, who commanded a detachment of 
the sixty-ninth regiment, then doing duty on board as 
marines, instantly followed the noble example ; but 
captain Miller, in the very act of going, was ordered 

* Soutbey's Lifb of Nelson. 
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by Nelson to remain. A soldier of the sixty-ninth, ^5l^' 



having broken a window of the upper quarter-gallery, 
jumpS in, followed by the commodore himself, and *^^^' 
the others as fast as possible: the cabin wag locked, 
and the Spanish officers fired their' pistob at them 
throQgh the windows ; but the doors were soon forced^ 
the^ pushed on to the deck, azid found Berry in pos- 
session of the poop : the ship was now their own ; but 
scarcely was there time to receive the sword of her 
captain, lying mortally wounded^ before a sharp fire 
of pistols and musketry opened on them from the 
stem-gaUery of the San Joseph. Nelson^ having then 
placed sentmels at the different ladders, ordered cap- 
tain Miller to send more men into the prize, from 
which he determined to board the San Joseph. ^ West- 
minster-abbey, or victory r was his excl^nation, as 
he led the way, assisted mto the enemy's main chains 
by his gallant Mend, Berry; but at that moment, an 
officer,, mising his head ov^ the quarter-deck rail^ said 
they surrendered: Nelson was soon on the quarter- 
deck, where the Spanish captain presented to him his 
Bword^ observing, that the admiral was below, dying 
of his wounds. While these exploits' were going on^ 
the admiical^ placed his own ship^ the. Victory, on the 
fee-quarter of the enemy's rearmost, t^ Salvador del 
Mundo, and poured in »uck.a broadside, that thet 
Spaniard^ seeing the Barfleur coming up with a similap 
intention, struck his colors, and was ci^tured : the 
Santissima Txinidada had been also completely sUenced ; 
hut was unaccountably suffered to escape; i 

The enemy, however, had stUl more than twenty 
ships, which had suffered little or no injury; and part 
of the fleet which had been separated from the main 
hody in the morning was now coming up; sir John 
Jervis therefore made a signal to bring to, and form 
the line, so as to cover the prizes and our own disabled' 
ships; but, the Spaniards, not venturing to face the 
British in close conflict, retreated, leaving four vessels, 
one of 112 guns, one eighty-four, and two seventy* 
fours, to their captors. 

Intelligence of this well-timed victory, by which the 
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CH A P. plan of three allied powers was so signally disconcerted, 
— '— occasioned ^reat joy throughout the nation : the fleet 
*^'* was honored with the thanks of both houses of parlia- 
ment; the king conferred the title of earl St. Vincent, 
with a pension of £3000 a year, on the admiral-in- 
chief; vice-admiral Thompson and rear-admiral Parker 
were made baronets; commodore Nelson was invested 
with the order of the Bath ; captain Robert Calder 
was knighted; gold medals and cnains were presented 
to all the captains; and Berry was made post.^ It is 
worthy of remark, that this victory, the smallest in 
extent, though as bravely gained as any during the 
war, was due to the prompt and daring conduct of 
Nelson; yet sir John Jervis was made an earl at once; 
while Ndbon himself, after clearing the sea of all the 
navies in Europe which were opposed to England, died 
a viscount.^ 

Nelson, now a rear-admiral of the blue, was employed 
by his noble commander in the blockade of Cadiz, which 
place he bombarded on the twenty-third of June and 
third of July, but without much effect. On the latter of 
these occasions, the conunander of the Spanish gun- 
boats, Don Miguel Tyrason, singling out the rear- 
admiral's barge, which was manned only by eleven 
men, beside Nelson and captain Freemantle, ran along- 
side it in his own boat, a powerful craft, with a crew 
of twenty-six picked seamen. The contest which 
ensued was one of the most desperate in the annals of 
this war; and many strokes, that would probably have 
been &tal to Nelson, were parried by a fidthfiol fol- 

* Without anj interest, and solely by bis own merit, be rose from the sitostiaD^ 
«r mate, to this high rank, in two years and a half. With a keen insight mi» 
character, be saw that Nelson was opening a road to glory and renown for the 
British navy : be determined therefore to attach bimseu to that commander, aoi 
by dint of sedous exertions he ffot himself appointed first lieutenant on board lib 
snip in the Miderranean, where ne distinguisnMl himself by nnmerous enteiprisef. 
Sir John Jervb was so struck with bis merit, that be earnestly strove to retain him 
on board his own Hag ship when he was going out ; but firnung him bent oo pur- 
suing bis destination, he observed, as Mr. Beny left the Victory, < There goes the 
best first lieutenant in the British service.' No officer seired so miwh with 
Nelson, and no one secured so completely his regard ; for, like hit ftiend and 
commander, he was always foremost where honor was to be gained. In the actioa 
aiboye described. Nelson enthusiastically spoke of bis exertions as almost super- 
human. 

*. This, as. Mr. Southey justly observes^ * was not to die honor of those by whom 
titlet were then cpnferrea.* 
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lower, named John Sykes : twice had this brave fellow ^5f ^* 

saved his conunander, when he saw a blow descending '■ — 

which would have cleft his skull : fix)m the situation ^^^^' 
of the assailant he could not parry this with his cutlass ; 
accordingly, with a devotedness never exceeded, he 
interposed his own head; and, falling back into the 
admiral's arms, smiled, as he uttered the words, — 
' Thank God, sir, you are safe ! ' This act, however, so 
excited the British crew, that they were irresistible j 
and, having instantly boarded the Spanish craft, they 
quickly carried her, leaving not a single man on board 
that was not killed or wounded: but although the 
bombardment of Cadiz produced little effect, the van- 
quished fleet was watched so closely, that not a ship 
dare venture beyond range of the batteries erected for , 
its ddence. 

Soon afterwards. Nelson sailed at the head of an 
expedition against Teneriffe, owing to a report that 
the viceroy of Mexico had arrived mere with the trea- 
sure ships; but, as this was unfounded, the scheme was 
given up : a homeward-bound Manilla ship, however, 
put into Santa Cruz at this time; which occasioned an 
expedition of four ships of the line and three frigates 
to be sent, under the same energetic commander, against 
that port; but, unfortunately, no troops had been em- 
barked. In a dark night, on the twenty-fourth of 
July, the Fox cutter, having 180 men aboard, and the 
boats of the squadron, containing about 800 seamen 
and marines, headed by Nelson, pushed forward in six 
divisions for the mole : most of them, however missed 
it, and went on shore .through a raging surf : the 
admiral's boat, with those of captains Freemantle, 
Thompson, Bowen, and four or five others, found the 
mole, stormed, carried it, and then spiked its guns; 
but Nelson, in the act of stepping on shore^ received a 
shot through the elbow, wluch occasioned the loss of 
his right arm. So heavy a fire of grape and musketry 
was now kept up from the citadel and houses at the 
head of the mole, that the assailants, unable to advance, 
were nearly all kiUed or wounded : the rest prepared 
to retreat; but had the misfortune to find all their 
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^Un^^' boatp destroyed by the surge, while a general shriek 
^^^^ - was heard n-om the crew of the Fox, which received 
a shot under water, and instantly went down. In 
such a situation, when every street was commanded 
by field-pieces, and several thousands of Spanish 
titoops were approaching by all avenues, the British, 
who wei^e collected, to the number of 340, in the great 
square, received a summons to surrender : this, how- 
liver, Tvras disdainfully refused by captain Troubridge, 
who, on Nelson's fall, had succeeded to the command ; 
but he declared to the governor, through captain 
Samuel Hood, whom he despatched with a flag of 
trucie, that if the Spaniards advanced an inch farther, 
he was prepared to fire the city ; which he would spare 
on condition of being allowed peaceably to re-embark, 
with an exchange of prisoners: these terms, after a 
short interval, were accepted by the Spanish com- 
mander, Don Antonio Gutierrez, who not only sent 
our men on board in his own boats, but generously 
supplied them with provisions and wine, and ordered 
all the British wounded to be received into the hos- 
pitals of Santa Cruz. Nelson, deeply impressed with 
la sense of the governor's humanity, exchanged pre- 
s^etits with him, and offered to take charge of his 
despatches for the Spanish government; by which 
means he actually became the first messenger to Spain 
of his owii defeat ; in which the loss of lives was nearly 
equal to that in the battle of Cape St. Vincent. A few 
months before, the Spanish island of Trinidad had 
capitulated to six sail of the line, with troops on board, 
lender the command of sir Ralph Abercrombie and 
adihiral Harvey : but the same commanders made an 
Unsuccessful attempt on Porto Rico, which was found 
too strong to be carried by a coup-de-main. 

The most successfiil naval action of this year still 
remains to be described. The Dutch had made vast 
preparations in the Texel ; with a view, as it was 
i^upposed, of joining the Brest fleet, and invading 
Ireland ; but the presence of admiral Duncan rendered 
it impracticable for them to come put, without risking 
an engagement. A violent storm having driven the 
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British fleet to Yarmouth roads about the autumnal ^\^' 

equinox, the Batavian government took that opportu- '— 

nity of ordering their admiral, De Winter, to put to ^'^'" 
sea, in hopes that he might effect a junction with their 
allies by eluding the vigilance of their opponent: 
apprised, however, by signals from his advanced 
cruisers, that the Dutch fleet had left the Texel, 
Duncan set sail on the tenth of October; and reaching 
the coast of Hollq.nd late in the evening, stationed his 
squadron so as to prevent the enemy from regaining 
their position : on the eleventh, he descried them 
ranged in order of battle, on the larboard tack, between 
Egmont and Camperdown ; the land being about nine 
imles to leeward. His fleet, consisting of sixteen sail. Battle 
exclusive of frigates, was heavier in metal than that of ^^^^"'p^'"" 
the enemy; and, to prevent them from approaching 
nearer to the shore, he determined instantly to break 
their line, and engage them to leeward : this admirable 
movement was speedily executed; and about twelve 
o'clock a close action commenced, in which Duncan's 
division attacked the van of the enemy, while that of 
Onslow engaged the rear. The British admiral lay 
nearly three hours along side De Winter's ship in an 
obstinate and destructive combat; nor did the latter 
strike his flag before all his masts fell overboard, and 
half his crew were killed or wounded : the Dutch 
vice-admiral did not yield to his opponent, vice-admiral 
Onslow, until his ship was reduced to the same condi- 
tion; and when, about four o'clock, the battle termi- 
nated in a decisive victory for the English, almost 
every ship of the enemy was found to be in a disabled 
state. As our fleet was by this time within five miles 
of the shore, lined with spectators of their country's 
misfortune, the admiral's chief care was to prevent his 
ships from being caught on the shallows : this neces- 
sary precaution, and the approach of night, obliging 
hun to discontinue the pursuit, saved a remnant of 
the enemy's fleet from capture: no fewer, however, 
were taken than eight ships of the line, two of fifty-six 
guns, and two frigates. This grand victory, in which 
the Dutch lost, in killed and wounded, near 1500 of 

X 2 
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^XL^' their best seamen, completely frustrated the maritime 
-__ _ .: __ projects of France, and showed how vain were all her 
efforts to humble the British navy : the thanks of 
parliament greeted the arrival of our seamen: their 
venerable commander was raised to the peerage by 
the title of viscount Duncan, of, Camperdown, with a 
pension of £3000 per annum ; Onslow was created a 
baronet, and captains TroUope and Fairfax knights 
banneret. The king, in consideration of this and the 
other signal victories that had crowned our fleets, 
ordered a general thanksgiving throughout the realm: 
accompanied by both houses of parliament, his majesty 
repaired in solemn procession to St. Paul's on the 
nineteenth of December, when the colors taken from 
our enemies were carried before their sovereign by his 
valiant sailors. 
Victorious At the commencement of this year, the Austrian 
iJI^ieon. general, Alvinzi, reinforced with 50,000 troops, among 
which were numbers of the best-bom youths of Vienna, 
bearing standards worked by the empress herself, made 
a strenuous attempt to recover the fortune of the war; 
and the pope also raised troops to support him : again, 
however, he had the temerity to divide his forces; the 
principal division, under his own command, descending 
by his old route from the Tyrol, between the Adige 
and the lake ; while the other took a circuit down the 
Brenta to relieve Mantua. Bonaparte, who had been 
for some time at Bologna, only hesitated until he was 
certain of his adversary's plans; and then took an 
advantageous central post at Rivoli, on a lofty plain 
above the Adige, between that river and the alpine 
Montebaldo : in this strong position Alvinzi attacked 
him on all sides, but was repulsed, routed, and 
scattered by the bravery of the French soldiers and 
the skill of their commander : the other division of the 
Austrian army, under Provera, fought its way to the 
walls of Mantua ; but Wurmser in vain endeavored to 
form a junction with these important succors by a 
sortie: he was beaten back; and Provera, being also 
defeated, laid down his arms : the surrender of Mantua, 
in February, terminated Bonaparte's first campaign, 
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which has, perhaps, never been surpassed for brilliancy ^^f/ 
of exploits, if we consider the armies beaten, and the - 
unequal numbers with which the victories were 
gained. 

Not tarrying even to receive the sword of Wurmser, 
Napoleon headed his legions, which were on their 
march toward Eome, to chastise the pope for his 
military demonstrations. At Imola, the Roman forces,- 
exhorted by their priests, made a respectable stand, 
but were of course routed : when imperial Austria was 
driven from the field, the sovereign pontiff could have 
no hope but in submission ; and Napoleon, more 
generous than the directory, who had exhorted him to 
crush the high priest of superstition, granted him 
political existence, on the condition of his surrendering 
the Legations and Ancona, with more works of art, 
and payment of a contribution. 

The French government, aware that another victory 
would place Austria at its feet, and expecting to 
obtain this by means of its Italian army, had rejected 
the pacific overtures of Great Britain : they now des- 
patched Bemadotte with 30,000 troops to reinforce 
Bonaparte ; while Hoche was sent to supersede 
Pichegru on the Lower Rhine. Ere the confines of 
Italy were left, and the Tyrolian Alps passed, it was 
necessary to secure the neutrality of Venice : this 
was promised ; but the state found it difficult to fulfil 
its engagement ; since the principles of the French were 
more hostile to aristocracy than to monarchy; and 
though a large party in the Venetian towns were 
favorable to the new doctrines, yet the Sclavonian 
troops employed by the government, and the bigoted 
peasantry, were strongly adverse to them. 

Bonaparte crossed the Alps early in March: the 
archduke Charles was now his opponent; but, as 
usual, the promised reinforcements had not arrived in 
time : the principal stand made by the Austrians was 
on the banks of the Tagliamento, the passage of which, 
after a sharp action, was forced by the French, who 
drove back their adversaries, occupying town after 
town, until in less than three weeks they arrived within 
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^ XL^* twenty-four leagues of Vienna. Here, however, they 
— * — were destined to stop : jealous of Napoleon's success, 
*'^^* or deterred by the dissentions now breaking out in 
Paris, the directory stayed the progress of its armies 
on the Rhine, without whose co-operation it would 
have been unprudent in that of Italy to advance: 
Bonaparte therefore sent to the archduke proposals of 
peace ; and after some delay^ the Austrian court signed 
a preliminary treaty, or armistice, at Leoben, on the 
eighteenth of April. 

Meantime, an insurrection of the democratic party 
in the Venetian towns of Brescia and Bergamo had 
broken out: the senate in its turn raised the moun- 
taineers and anti-revolutionary peasants; who feeling 
themselves authorised by the ruling powers, proceeded 
to every species of atrocity; the French were not 
spared: * Death to Frenchmen I' 'death to jacobins!' 
being their rallying cries. On Easter Monday, the 
aristocratic party rose on them at Verona; and, headed 
by the priests, massacred all they met with, even to 
the sick within the hospitals : more than 400 French- 
men are said to have perished; but the knell of Venice 
itself was now rung : Bonaparte, who had at Leoben 
meditated and proposed a dismemberment of the 
Venetian territory, was spared the blame of unwar- 
ranted spoliation ; and having announced to the direc- 
tory that the hour of this ferocious and sanguinary 
government was come, he brought his cannon up to 
the edge of the lagoons : the panic-struck senate and 
pusillanimous doge, terrified by his menaces, passed a 
decree to dissolve their ancient constitution, and 
establish a species of municipal democracy that soon 
produced tumults, which the French were called in to 
quell; and then fell Venice in its dotage, after a 
political existence of more than 1000 years. Genoa, 
a name dearer to liberty, was destined to retain an 
independent government for a short time longer, under 
the name of the Ligurian republic. 
Political While the army of Italy was immortalising itself, a 
tions^in ^^^ convulsion shook the ruling powers in Paris: a 
Paris. considerable reaction in favor of royalty had generally 
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taken place; and the re-elected members of the legis- ^^l^* 

lative body, partaking of this sentiment, had formed a — 

powerful party in the councils against the directoiy : 
these, being supported by the newly-formed Clichy 
club, (so eddied from the street of that name, in which 
its meetings were held,) and headed by Pichegru, 
aimed at repealing the most violent of the reyolu- 
tionary laws, to heal, as they said, the wounds of the 
country; while the directorial party stigmatised their 
exertions as counter-revolutionary and favorable to 
monarchy ; thus it happened that the legislative and 
executive powers held different opinions; and as the 
constitution had provided no m^ps for restoring har- 
mony, anarchy became once more a probable result. 
Bonaparte had long observed the struggle that was 
going on ; all the officers who returned from Paris to 
the army complained of that spirit of reaction which 
they had noticed; and he was constantly urged by his 
correspondents to take a part in public affairs. He 
despised the directors, whom he accused of weakness, 
indecision, and want of feeling for the national glory; 
but as he also knew that he was odious to a majority 
in the councils, while the Clichy party demanded even 
his dismissal and arrest, and as he did not think he 
had accomplished enough to authorise any lajttempt to 
gain the sovereignty, he determined to join for the 
present that party to which the greater portion of the 
nation adhered : he prepared therefore to march on 
Paris with 25,000 men, should affairs take a turn 
unfavorable to the republic.^ Napojeon, says his bio- 
grapher, viewed the estaWishment of peace as the close 
of his. nailitary career : repose and inactivity were to 
Inm intolerable : he sought to take a part in the civil 
affairs of the repubUc, and was desirous of becoming a 
niember o£ the directory ; knowing that in such a case 
he should soon stand alone : the fulfilment of this wish 
would have prevented the Egyptian expedition; but 
the directors were not anxious to have him for their 
colleague : they dissembled ; and so did he ; each party 
lavishing assurances of friendship on the other, while 

• See Dc Bourriennc's Memoirs, English edition, vol. i. p. 78. 
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^ xiT' ^ut^^ hatred filled their hearts. The directory, how- 

ever, was soon compelled to appeal to Bonaparte for 

'^^^' support: he granted it; sending Lavalette to Paris, 
with a private cypher, to conduct his correspondence; 
and Augereau to second, by his military talents, and 
love of republican principles, the blow prepared against 
the legislative opposition. On the sixteenth of Fruc- 
tidor, (September 4) that blow was struck: under 
pretence of a review, troops were brought to the capi- 
tal, and placed at the disposal of Augereau ; who 
surrounded the Tuilleries, where the councils sat, and 
arrested the opposition members : the minority in those 
councils then assembled, and issued a decree declaring 
the elections of more than half the departments of 
France annulled : seventy of the most distinguished 
deputies among the royalists and constitutionalists 
were condemned to transportation ; while two of the 
directors themselves, Camot and Barthelemi, were 
included in this proscription by their colleagues. 
Camot concealed himself, and escaped; but Pichegru 
and Barthelemi were transported to Cayenne. 

The ruling party, whose reign was thus prolonged 
for a few years, so abused their power by reviving the 
revolutionary system, and so offended Bonaparte by 
their jealousy and ingratitude, — endeavoring to set up 
Augereau to supplant him, and filling his head-quarters 
with spies, — ^that he sent in his resignation : this was 
a bold stroke of policy; for the directors were soon 
obliged, as he anticipated, to soothe his resentment, 
and supplicate him to continue in command of the 
army. Then came on the treaty of Campo Formic, 
which had been delayed at first through the desire of 
Austria to profit by royalist factions in the councils, 
and which was now in danger of being broken off by 
the rancor and ambition of the directorial government: 
the hopes of one party had been destroyed by the 
revolution of Fructidor; the project of the other was 
counteracted by the decision of Bonaparte. 
Treaty of Xhis pcrsouage held something like a court in Italy, 
Fol^. waiting till the tardy diplomacy of Austria should 
consent to accept a disadvantageous peace. At the 
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different stages of vicstory, he had parcelled out the ^5^^- 

states of Italy into republics ; but time and conquest '- — 

enlarged his designs together with his ambition ; while *^^^' 
the subjugation of Venice materially changed the 
views which had dictated the preliminary treaty of 
Leoben. By that treaty it had been arranged that 
Austria, in recompense for the Netherlands, was to 
receive the Venetian provinces to the Oglio, including 
Mantua : under present circumstances, Napoleon pro- 
posed that the Adige should form a boundary; and 
that, instead of Mantua, the hapless state of Venice, 
which had armed for the sake of Austria, as weU as 
Istria and Dalmatia, should be annexed to its domi- 
nions: the transfer was accepted; and Austria by this 
act showed, that the diplomacy of the old monarchy 
was, in the spirit of Machiavelism, not far behind that 
of the new republic. In return for these possessions, 
France obtained the Netherlands, and the Greek 
islands belonging to Venice in the Adriatic; an 
acknowlegement of the Cisalpine republic;^ and an 
indemnification for the duke of Modena in Brisgau. 
There were some secret conditions annexed to this 
treaty; the most important of which were, the acquies- 
cence of Austria in the cession of the left bank of the 
Rhine to France, from Basle to Andemach, with the 
city of Mayence ; the navigation of the Rhine rendered 
common to both parties; mutual compensation for all 
that France might hereafter obtain in the German 
empire ; a mutual guarantee against any farther acqui- 
sitions by Prussia, after the restoration of its posses- 
sions on the left bank of the Rhine; and indemnifica- 
tion in Germany to the several princes or states on 
that bank, who might be injured. It was also agreed 
that a congress should be held at Radstadt for settling 
the peace of the anpire. 

Thus France remained in possession of Savoy, Nice, 
Avignon, and Belgium; while she was mistress of 
Italy and Holland; and could reckon on the depen- 
dence of the Grerman empire, owing to cessions on the 
kft bank of the Rhine: the republic of Venice disap- 

' Into which the Transpadane and Cispadanc republics had merged. 
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OHAP. peiared from the number of European states: the 
— "- — German empire, abandoned secretly by Austria as it 
^^^^* had before been by Prussia, looked anxiously forward 
to its fate : the vile government of the Roman church, 
and the miserable kingdom of !N^aples, were tottering 
to their very foundations : Spain, with aj[l its resources, 
was wholly in the hands of France; against the power 
and influence of which country the autocrat of the 
north was now looked up to as the great continental 
antagonist. Russia indeed, aggrandised by Polish 
partitions, and thus brought geographically nearer to 
western Europe, was preparing to take a share in the 
war of the revolution : from this time the ancient sepa- 
ration between northern and southern states rapidly 
disappeared, and gave way to the formation of one 
political system. ]3etween France and Russia stood 
Prussia, weakened by an extravagant administration, 
about to become a neighbor of both those countries, 
and doubting to which of them she should attach her- 
self; while the little country of Portugal remained 
faithfiil to her old alliance with England, unconscious 
of the high place she was destined to occupy in the 
deliverance of Europe, as well as of that state of 
extreme debasement into which she was eventually to 
fall. Such was the situation of continental powers at 
this period; and such the change in their respective 
relations to each other. Great Britain still remained 
mistress of the ocean ; and by extending her colonies 
and commerce in every quarter of the globe, was 
augmenting those means, by which she was enaUed to 
wield a mighty combination of forces against the power 
of France, and finally to overthrow her antagonist. 
Nepotia- Left almost alone in the ciMitest by the retreat of 
j^j"j^ ** Austria, and perceiving marks of timidity and bad 
faith even in Portugal, her ancient ally, this country 
renewed pacific negotiations with France on the first 
of June; though it is clear enough that Pitt and Can- 
ning suffered themselves to be duped by the artifices 
of the directory, who had the same causes as before, and 
even stronger, to prolong the war. As many parties 
in France were desirous of negotiations the directoi> 
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were constrained to commence them; but it was with ^5l^' 
a detennination to prolong them no longer than mitil 
they could, by aid of a notitary force, set their oppo- 
nents at defiance. The city of Lille being fixed on for 
a conference, lord Malmesbury was again sent thither, 
although the French minister intimated that a diffe- 
rent choice would have been more satisfactory to the 
republic, as well as more favorable tx) the conclusion 
of peace. The following was the project submitted by 
his lordship to the French commissioners, one of whom 
was the celebrated Maret, afterwards duke of Bassano ; 
—that Spain should cede to Great Britain the colony 
of Trinidad, and that HoUand should relinquish the 
Cape of Good Hope, as well as Cochin, and aU her 
possessions in Ceylon : in return for these. Great 
Britain would give up every other settlement taken 
from France and her dlies : our minister also required 
that the prince of Orange should be indemnified for 
the loss of the United Provinces, and of his personal 
property ; and that Portugal should be included in the 
treaty. To these proposals it was replied, that, pre- 
viously to entering on the main business, three con- 
cessions were requisite : first, that his Britannic 
Daajesty should renounce the title of king of France ; 
secondly, that the ships taken and destroyed at Toulon 
should be restored, or restitution made; and thirdly, 
that any mortgage which England might have on the 
Low Countries, in consequence of money lent to the 
emperor, should be given up. Lord Malmesbury, after 
various observations on these unexpected claims, un- 
dertook to transmit them to his court for considera- 
tion ; but before he could receive an answer, the French 
commissioners, on the fifteenth of July, addressed a 
note to his lordship, stating that their government, 
unable to detach itself firom engagements contracted 
^th its allies, the Batavian republic and Spain, re- 
quired, as an indispensable preliminary, the consent 
of his Britannic majesty to restore all possessions 
which he held from those countries, as weU as France. 
This was, in efiect, to put an end at once to business ; 
for it proposed cessions on one side, without any com- 
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^XL**' pensation on the other; and so lord Mahnesbury 
intimated to the commissioners : but during the pause 
occasioned by this extraordinary proposition, the crisis 
and change in the French directory, above described, 
took place ; which events led to the recall of the French 
commissioners then at Lille, and the appointment of 
citizens Treilhard and Bonnier d'Alco to conduct the 
negotiation. Immediately after their first interview 
with the British minister on the thirteenth of Septem- 
ber, he was questioned on the subject of the proposals 
made by their predecessors, and was farther required 
to return an explicit answer in the course of the day. 
Unmoved by this insolent demand, his lordship, on the 
sixteenth, addressed a note to the French negotiators, 
intimating, that he neither could nor ought to treat, 
except on the just and honorable principle of recipro- 
cal compensation; and the same day he was apprised 
by them of a decree issued by the airectory, purport- 
ing, that if lord Mahnesbury should not have the 
necessaiy powers for consenting to all restitutions 
which the laws and treaties binding the French re- 
public rendered indispensable, he must return within 
twenty-four hours to his court in order to obtain them. 
The obvious answer to this imperious message was a 
note from his lordship to demand his passports : before 
he set out, however, another meeting took place ; in 
which he strongly pressed the French ministers to re- 
call their late unwarrantable proposals; but without 
effect : he therefore took his departure from Lille on 
the eighteenth of September, 

Whatever may be thought respecting the rupture 
of the first negotiation, as imputable to England or 
France, the historian may safely affirm, that this abrupt 
conclusion of the second arose from the French re- 
public. Its hostility had been strongly inflamed against 
Great Britain by the events of the present war : irre- 
sistibly triumphant in all other quarters, France had 
experienced effectual opposition from this country: 
resentment therefore and pride equally stimulated her 
to obtain a superiority in the conflict over England as 
well as the rest of Europe : republican energy invigo- 
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rated her immense military force; and recent victories ^^l^' 
at home and abroad enabled her government to employ - 
all the national spirit and resources against the only 
enemy which the dissolution of the confederacy had 
now left : the inclinations thus excited were kept alive 
and cherished by her most brilliant and persuasive 
orators ; England was represented as another Car- 
thage, whose power was founded on the unstable 
ground of commercial prosperity, which France, like 
Kome, was destined to overthrow by her militaiy force. 
Strong indications of this feeling appeared, wnen the 
conqueror of Italy arrived in JParis to receive the 
homage of its citizens: among other spectacles brought 
out in his honor, was an opera, intitled, ' The Fall of 
Carthage:'® Barras, then president, at a public au- 
dience, urged the warrior not to repose, but to under- 
take the conquest of England : the name of the army 
of England was given to a vast assemblage of troops, 
and the command conferred on Napoleon, who lost no 
time in surveying the coast, for the purpose of forming 
an opinion regarding the probability of a successful 
invasion.^ His keen eye soon perceived that in a voyage 
across the channel his own glory would probably be 
shipwrecked : but England's dominion was widely 
extended ; and though invulnerable at home, she might 
still be attacked abroad : he knew well the revolutions 
of commercial prosperity which had taken place in the 
world: he knew how that prosperity might still be 
drawn off from their new possessors through the an- 
cient channels, by any country which should obtain 
possession of Egypt, and a predominating power in the 
Levant: his imagination fired at the idea; and the 
plan of an Egyptian expedition, previously entertained, 
even amidst his Italian triumphs,^^ became firmly 
rooted in his mind. 

' Bourrienne, vol. i. p. 122, English edition. 

* At the conclusion of their journey, Bourrienne asked him what opinion he had 
formed ; and the sensible reply of Napoleon is stated to have been as follows : — 
' It is too great a chance : I will not hazard it : I would not thus sport with the 
fate of dear France.' — Memoirs, vol. i. p. 127. 

'* * In the month of August, 1797,* says Bourrienne, * he wrote, that the time 
was not far distant, when we should see, that to destrov the power of England 
effectually, it would be necessary to attack Egypt.' — vol. i. p. 127. 
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^XL^* Before parliament met, that spirit of discontent, 
__:__ which had existed in various parts of Scotland ever 

Riots In ^™^ *^® diffusion of revolutionary doctrines, was 

Scotland, brought into alarming action by a general misappre- 
hension of the militia act, which was considered by 
the ignorant peasantnr as connected with the pressing 
system, compelling the persons drawn to become sol- 
diers: the tumults thence occasioned, rose in many 
secluded districts, especially in the highlands of Perth- 
shire, to such a heignt, as to overawe the civil magis- 
trates, and for a time to suspend all regular govern- 
ment. Intelligence of the resistance made by the 
lowlanders to the act reached these higher latitudes 
about the beginning of September, and in two days 
the whole country was a scene of confiision : most of 
the gentlemen, to preserve their property, yielded to 
the mandates of the mob, taking oaths and engage- 
ments, which were forced on them, to resist the op- 
pression; and this concession to lawless violence had 
the worst effects. Fortunately, the duke of Athol, 
then lord-lieutenant of the county, was a man of pru- 
dence and resolution : his own seat was in imminent 
danger ; but after calmly expostulating with the rioters, 
he succeeded in dispersing some, and intimidating 
others by a powerful show of resistance, until he could 
procure military aid; by which means he succeeded in 
capturing the ringleaders, and putting down the insur- 
rection. 

Meeting of On the sccoud of November parliament assembled; 

pariiamont. ^^^ j^j^ majcsty, whcu he announced the failure of 
the late negotiation, declared that he still retained 
an ardent desire of terminating the war. When the 
speech came to be taken into consideration by the 
commons, opposition benches no longer exhibited their 
usual occupants: finding all their counsels rejected, 
and their resistance unavailing, the whole party, with 
some few exceptions, had resolved to withdraw from 
the house, and leave their antagonists to pursue their 
own system of policy without control; alleging that 
thev were weary of attending merely to be outvoted, 
and reproached by ministerial hirelings as enemies of 
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their country. Under these circumstances, the address ^^l^ 
on the king's speech passed both houses without a — ^^ - 
division : another also was carried, almost unani- 
mously, applauding the conduct of government, and 
expressing a firm determination to support his majesty 
to the utmost, and to stand or fall with the religion, 
laws, and liberties of the country. The nation at large 
also considered that the concessions offered at LiUe 
^vent as far as equity required; and that the claims 
of the French republic were unreasonable and unjust : 
consequently a large portion of the people manifested 
a renewal of zeal in the prosecution of the war, which 
was now considered a measure of self-defence; while 
the secession of opposition from parliament, being 
disapproved of by numbers, tended to increase the 
popularity of ministers. 

The existing restrictions on cash pajnnents at the 
Bank were continued by an act of this session ; and 
on the twenty-second of November, the minister, en- 
coaraged by public sentiment in his favor, proposed a 
new financial' scheme to parliament. The whole ex- 
pense of the year amounted to £25,000,0000; of which 
sum £6,500,000 would arise from the unappropriated 
produce of the sinking fand, exchequer bills, and un- 
mortgaged taxes ; of the remaining nineteen millions 
th^erefore he proposed to raise seven within the year, 
in order to prevent that increase of permanent debt 
from which our enemies anticipated the downfall of 
our credit: this was to be effected by trebling the 
assessed taxes, under certain limitations; one of which 
would prevent any person frcan being rated higher 
than a tenth of his income : he did not mean to say 
that the funding system was exhausted: he merely 
wished to bui^jaifcd that resource; while his present 
plan would tend to damp the bqpes of the enemy, and 
show to Europe that the resources of Great OTitain 
could rise in proportion to her exigences. 

Great opposition was made to this scheme and Mr. 
Fox was requested by his constituents to attend in 
his place for the purpose of attacking it; so ready are 
the people, as well as their rulers, to throw from their 
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^ XL^' shoulders every possible burden which they can leave 

'- — to posterity. Among the animadversions made on this 

financial plan by Tiemey, Sheridan, Curwen, and 
others, those of Mr. Nicholls, to whom every English 
historian is indebted for his ' Political Recollections,' 
^f^^ were particularly distinguished. ' I oppose the tax,' 
Nichoiiff. he said, * because not necessary: I think the tax not 
necessary, because I think the continuance of the war 
not necessary: I think the continuance of the war not 
necessary, l)ecause sincere endeavors have never yet 
been employed to obtain peace. Why do I say this? 
because some among his majesty's ministers never can 
have employed sincere endeavors to obtain peace, 
except they have relinquished those principles on 
which they involved us in the war; and if I may 
argue fix>m language held on a former night, when 
this bill was under consideration, they have not aban- 
doned those principles.' This was said in explanation 
of the following passage, the tenor of which had been 
so remarkably fulfilled, and for which the honorable 
gentleman was called to order by the speaker. * I re- 
collect the language of the secretary at war,^^ on a 
former night; that if peace brought reform, that re- 
form he should consider as revolution. As a loyal 
subject, the right honorable secretary cannot wish for 
a revolution; and if he thinks reform synonymous 
with revolution, he cannot wish for that peace, which 
he and all men see must necessarily produce reform. 
Some of those now in his majesty's cabinet have in- 
volved the country in war, not from a dread of the 
S3wer of France, but from jealousy of the commons of 
ngland: they fear that the commons of England 
may be influenced by the example of France to claim 
their rights; to claim that no peer should interfere in 
the election of a member of the house of commons; 
that every member of this house should sit by the 
election of a body of the commonalty; and that it 
should become, what the law has directed it to be, the 
actual representative of all the commons of England. 
This is a ground of terror to peers, proprietors of 

" Bfr. Windbam. 
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boroughs; and there are some among his majesty's ^^f^' 

ministers who are infected with this fear.' The honor 

able member also argued against the imposition of the ^^^^' 
tax, from the character of the minister to whom the 
produce was to be entrusted. * He denied that our 
chancellor of the exchequer had abilities necessary to 
save the country: he had no wish to injure his repu- 
tation, or to deny his talents in debate, for which he 
possessed sarcasm, sneers, irony, and wit; more espe- 
cially the skill of multiplying and stringing together 
words, so that it was haraly possible to affix a precise 
meaning to them : to this he joined a happy talent of 
misrepresenting the arguments of his adversaries, and 
great dexterity in cheering the pretorian bands around 
him; who were ready to laugh whenever he gave the 
signal by a smile: but, had he one of the qualities 
that constitute a great statesman? was he an able war 
minister, a skilfol financier, or a successful negotiator? 
His very friends acknowleged that he was not an able 
war minister; and how could they avoid it ? Begin- 
ning the contest with all the powers of Europe on his 
side, he so conducted it, that every ally had abandoned 
us. Or been subdued; while France had been exalted 
to a power almost beyond the dreams of ambition. 
View him,* said Mr. Mcholls, 'as a financier: the 
funding system exhausted by his folly, in supposing 
there were no limits to the supply afforded by the 
money-market; a paper currency established; taxes 
on consumption no longer practicable; while recourse 
is had to a requisition on income, though he himself 
acknowleges that it will be unequal, and therefore un- 
just; that it will destroy the employment of the arti- 
san, diminish the present revenue, and by so doing 
weaken the security of the fundholder. Then what 1$ 
he as a negotiator? he tells you himself that he has 
three times attempted to make peace ; always sincerely, 
but always unsuccegfsfiilly. View him as a statesman, 
beginning with the autumn of 1789, when the French 
kmg was carried prisoner to Paris. A great statesman 
would Have seen that this was a moment of no little 
consequence to England : he would have aeen that the 

VOL. IV. Y 



1797. 



322 HISTORY OP ENGLAND. 

^ XL.^* French government was in a state of dissolution, inca- 
pable of resisting any pacific plans of the British 
minister; and that he might cany into effect many 
measures beneficial to his country: but what was his 
conduct? His first measure, in 1790, was a foolish 
dispute with Spain, iU-conducted and disCTacefully 
terminated; when he might have convinced ner, that, 
the Bourbons being dethroned in France, it was now 
the interest of Spain to renew her ancient, natural, 
and national alliance with this country. In the year 
following, another foolish contest with Russia. In 
1792, Austria and Prussia invaded France; *yet he 
neither assisted the invaders, nor conciliated the con- 
fidence of the French. In 1793, he became engaged 
in the war; and how has he conducted it ? One of 
his great political measures was to starve France; a 
measure, which any man of the least reflecti(»i must 
have seen, would, if successfiil, have produced a &mine 
here. If France became distressed for com, and this 
country abounded, it was obvious she would draw grain 
fix)m us, by the assistance of the smuggler; while, if 
both countries wanted com, England would find 
France her competitor in every market : but I will 
rest my opinion of him, as a statesman, on the late 
negotiation; I mean after the fourth of September; 
after his paltry intrigue to overturn the French go- 
vernment had failed. He knew that Austria would 
make a separate peace, if this country determined to 
continue the war; he knew, that in consequence of 
that peace, France would establish her ascendency 
in Italy and the Mediterranean; while Portugal and 
Germany, as well as Spain and Holland, would stand 
in awe of her power ; he knew the situation of Ireland ; 
he knew that he had exhausted the fimding system; 
that he had been obliged to have recourse to the 
perilous measure of paper money; that he could no 
longer lay taxes on consumption, and that he must 
have recourse to this new method of a requisitian on 
income; yet, knowing all this, he wanted the political 
wisdom to see that England ought to make peace in 
conjunction with Austria; that if we were the last to 
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refinqtiisii war, we should make peace on the most ^xl.^' 

disadvantageous terms: but he determined to expose 

us to all hazards, in hopes of retaining Trinidad, the ^^^^* 
Cape of Good Hope, and Trincomalee. 

* It has been said by an honorable alderman, that 
although the bill is odious, those he converses with 
fear nothing so much as the removal of the chancellor 
of the exchequer: possibly this is true: Ihose who 
profit by the wasteml expenditure of public money, 
can never find a minister more suited to their wishes* 
When the chancellor of the exchequer was first ad- 
vanced to power, it is not surprising that he was 
viewed with partiality: we reaoiembered his father's 
virtues, talents, and services : we can easily believe what 
we wish ; and we were willing to believe that the 
country would derive much benefit fix>m the son's 
administration: we had observed, that in the fiither, 
the talents of the statesman had been accompanied 
with the powers of eloquence : we admired the fluency 
with which the son addressed this house ; and from his 
resemblance to his father in that feculty, we presumed 
that he resembled him in all the qualities of a states- 
man: but casual observers did not remark the difiTe- 
rence between the father's eloquence and the sons : in 
the &ther, political wisdom was the groundwork, 
eloquence the result; he spoke forcibly, because he had 
reflected deeply : in the son, the art of talking is the 
groundwwk ; and he has never acquired political 
wisdom.' 

Other speakers represented this new scheme of 
finance as similar in principle to the exactions of 
Robespierre, and fitom its retrospective operation 
more iniquitous : it was said to be a change of system, 
imposing an immense burd^i on the people, veithout 
producing any advantage : the fimding system was not 
exhausted; the difficulty attending great loans, Was 
that of providing the interest : but how could ministers 
insist on this, whm they were imposing so large a 
sum on the country in (me year? the measure would 
be as oppressive m operation, as it was unjust in 
prindple. 

Y 2 
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^xlT* Ministers answered that the fonding system was 
— --- — not abandoned; since only a comparatively small part 
' of the supplies this year were to be raised by the new 
mode; that assessed taxes, resulting from probable 
expenditure, were a fair criterion of income; and that 
various modifications would prevent the inconveniences 
apprehended. During the progress of the bill, a clause 
was introduced by the speaker, to admit voluntary 
contributions toward the general defence of the 
country, now menaced with invasion: and the sum 
thus raised amounted to £1,500,000; to which the 
Bank of England contributed £200,000, his majesty 
£20,000, and the queen £5000. Many were the noble 
offerings made on this occasion by corporate bodies 
and private individuals, noted for their ancient posses- 
sions or commercial opulence; while the defenders of 
our shores by sea and land vied with each other in this 
honorable contest : nor were the contributions less 
gratifying which flowed from tradesmen, mechanics, 
and servants; who thus showed their attachment to a 
constitution, which guards the fruit of humble industry 
with as much care and equity as the splendid inherit- 
ance of the highest nobility : even chUdren sacrificed 
the means of gratification or amusement, to show 
their love for that country which they might be called 
on to defend in a nutturer age« 

Before we close the annals of this year, we must 
advert once more to the western squaoron, under sir 
Edward Pellew, employed during the summer in 
watching the harbor of Brest; whidi service was per- 
formed so much to the annoyance of the French com- 
mander, that he sent a squadron to ride at single 
anchor in Bertheaume-bay, for the purpose of prevent- 
»g th^ fHgates from reconnoitring the port: this 
squadron chased the Inde&tigable and her consorts 
repeatedly, but without being able to bring them to 
action, or to drive them from th^ir station: once, 
however, the Cleopatra frigate narrowly escaped cap- 
ture, being becalmed close inshore, vnih the Indefe- 
tigable twQ miles to seaward, and another frigate 
between them; when a light air rose, and freshened, 
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off the land : immediately the French ships slipped ^^lT' 

anchor, and neared the Cleopatra; a frigate actually 

cutting off her retreat, while a seventy-four was fiwt *^^^* 
coming iip. Just then, when her fate appeared inevita- 
ble, the Lidefatigable made the well-known signal for 
^a fleet in sight,' by letting fly her sheets, and firing 
two guns in quick succession. As Ushant was on her 
weather bow, the enemy naturally supposed that the 
British ships were coming up from behind the island; 
and, putting^ about quickly, hastened back to their 
anchorage. On the twenty-sixth of August, sir Edward 
joined lord Bridport in Torbay; at which time he 
offered, to conduct an attack, daring indeed in its con- 
ception, but which, J if it had been executed with 
success, would have surpassed the most brilliant 
results of naval enterprise. Observing the weakness 
of the French government arising out of the struggle 
of parties, and having an extensive and intimate know- 
lege of the coast, he proposed to go into Brest harbor 
with his frigates, and destroy the dismantled fleet 
which lay there. He thought it very probable that 
he should succeed; and he strongly urged the great- 
ness of the object ; whUe the only risk run was the loss 
of a few frigates : but lord Bridport was meanly jealous 
of the independent squadrons, and found occasion to 
prevent the admiralty from accepting the proposal of 
an officer, who was not a man to commit himself 
rashly to what he had not well considered.^^ It is 
justly observed by lord Exmouth's biographer, * that 
there is a faith in naval affairs which almost works 
impossibilities; and it has been generally found, that 
the officer who can plan a bold action, has shown 
himself equal to accomplish it.' 

On the sixteenth of November died Frederic Aflain on 
William II., king of Prussia: he was succeeded byjf^^"' 
Frederic William III., who introduced considerable 
reforms into the court and ministry; though no mate- 
rial change took place in the organisation of the state, 
or its foreign rdations. The congress met at Rad- 
stadt, on the ninth of December, under melancholy 

» Life of Lord Exmouth, p. 176. 
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^ xif" ^^spi^^ ^^' *^® empire, wliich could only be supported 
by the closest union of Austria and rrussia, whom 
new projects and new prospects kept asunder; while 
the surrender of Mayence, with the seizure of Ehren- 
fareitstein, during tne negotiations^ which lasted till 
April 1799, showed prospectively the situation of 
Germany. Among the manor events of diplomacy, it 
may be mentioned to the credit of Bonaparte, that 
chiefly through his interference, the marquis de la 
Fayette and his companions were released tronx prison 
at Ohnutz, where they had been treated with that 
rigor and refined crudty which have long rendered 
the Austrian government in£Bunous in the eyea of 
Europe. 
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GEORGE in. (continued.)— 1798. 

Bedemption of the land-tax — Bill for supplementary militia ; armed 
associations of volunteers — ^Bill for manning the navy — Duel 
between Mr. Pitt and Tiemcy — Second estimate of supplies- 
Slave trade — Offer of militia reg^ents to serve in Ireland-— 
Origin, conduct, and dose of the Irish rebellion — French at- 
tempts on Ireland unsuccessful — Plan of the Egyptian expedi- 
tion — French attack on Switzerland — Expedition departs from 
Toulon — Capture of Malta — Arrival at Alexandria — Capture of 
Grand Cairo — Sir Horatio Nelson appointed to pursue the 

. French fleet, &c. — Maiioeuvres previous to the battle of the 
Nile — Defeat of the French fleet — Political effects of this action 
— Unsuccessful attempt against Ostend — Capture of Minorca- 
Loss of St. Domingo — Meeting of parliament, and king's speech 
— General measures — Army, navy, and supplies — Income tax—- > 
Treaty with Russia — Mr. Tierney's motion, and Canning^s reply 
— Subsidy voted to the emperor Paul, &c. — New coaJition — 
Joined by Austria — State of Italy — Occupation of Rome by 
French troops, &c. — Affairs of Naples— Capital occupied by 
French troops— Flight of the king and queen to PaiemK^^ 
Consideration of the union with Ireland. 

Another inmortant measure of finance, proposed and ParUa- 
carried by Mr. Pitt early this session, was the redemp- JJ^J^ 
tion of llie land-tax: its object was to absorb a large 
portion of stock, and convert a considerable quantity 
of national debt into a landed security. The annual 
revenue at this time, proceeding fixnn the tax, amounted 
to £2,000,000 ; which it was proposed to sell at twenty 
years purchase, when the three per cent, consols were 
at fifty, subject to a rise in price, according to the rise 
of stocks : £40,000,000, the present amount of the 
land-tax at twenty years' purchase, would amoi^nt to 
£80j000,000, three per cent, stock, affording an inte- 



1798. 



328 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

^f LL ' ^®* ^^ £2,400,000, and leaving an annual gain to the 
public of £400,000. The person bu3dng his share of 
the tax would obtain a landed security of his property, 
and at a very fskYorable rate; while £80,000,000 of 
capital would be advantageously taken out of the 
market: the purchase was, for simplification, to be 
made in stock, not in money; and the proprietor of 
the land was to have the right of pre-emption until 
the expiration of a certain period. This scheme 
encountered strong objections m>m those members of 
opposition who stm continued their attendance in the 
house: in particular, it was said, that by consenting 
to vote the land-tax perpetual, parliament would give 
up one of its greatest checks on the profuse expendi- 
ture of public money: it was also csdled a scheme to 
benefit the monied interests at the expense of landed 
proprietors : nevertheless, it passed by large majorities, 
although within three years not more than one-fourth 
of the tax was redeemed. 

Parliament did not confine itself to financial re- 
sources, but took also into consideration other measures 
of national defence: with this view Mr. Dundas sac- 
cessfiilly moved for a bill, enabling his majesty to call 
out a portion of the supplementary militia; and a 
second was carried to encourage voluntary anned 
associations, for the protection of the country, which 
was now considered as menaced with invasion. Ko 
measure, perhaps, ever brought out the national spirit 
with greater force and alacrity than iliis; for men of 
all ranks, all professions, and almost all ages, in eveiy 
comer of the realm,^ united to learn the use of arms, 
in defence of that constitutional freedom, for which 
their fore&thers had fought and bled. It has, how- 
ever, been justly observec^ * that many candid persons 
lamented the policy which rejected offers of service 

> Many ludicrous circumstances were connected with the formation of such t 
Tariety of corps as were at this time inspired with military ardor : a remarktblr 
sarcastic speech was attribated to Bfr. Pitt, in reply to a certain corporation which 
was anxious to raise a company, under a proviso, that ' they were not on ibj 
account to be sent out of the kingdom .' — ' Certainly/ said the minister, * let them 
be enrolled ; and let it be added to their proviso, * except in case of invasiool' ' A 
corps raised among the inns of court was called * The Devil's Own:' wbjr» itis 
iiaipossible to conceive. 
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from men of large property, and of great military ^5A^- 
reputation, who forgot their opposition to the minister - 
of the day in duty to their king, their country, and 
themselves:' probably party-spint was never so high, 
as at the period of which we are treating; though the 
ministerialists were so rapidly increasing, that they 
oould have well afforded to exercise a little more 
liberality and conciliation. 

A tmrd bill was brought into the house by Mr. 
Dundas, by which the suspension of the habeas corpus 
act was revived: the alien bill also was renewed; and 
on the twenty-fifth of May, as the danger of invasion 
appeared augmented from the accumukting prepara- 
tions on the coast of France, Mr. Pitt proposed a 
measure for more effectually manning our navy. Bis 
chief object was a temporary suspension of the protec- 
tions of seamen; and he expressed an earnest wish 
that the bill should pass through its different stages 
that day, with a suitable pause at each, if required; 
and that it should be sent to the lords for their con- 
currence. Mr. Tiemey thought that an augmentation 
of the navy might be accomplished in the usual way : 
the extraordinary manner m which the house had 
been called on to adopt this measure, could not fisdl, he 
said, to create unnecessary alarm : indeed, from all he 
had lately seen, the measures of ministers appeared 
hostile to the liberty of the subject. Mr. Pitt warmly 
replied, ^ that if every measure adopted against the 
designs of France was to be considei^ hostile to the 
liberties of this coimtry, his ideas of liberty differed 
widely from those of the honorable gentleman : as an 
announcement of the intended measure would enable 
those who were the objects of it to dude its operation, 
to what could the honorable gentleman's opposition be 
referred, but to a desire of obstructiog the defence of 
the country?' Mr. Tiemey then rose, and called his 
antagonist to order; on which, the speaker observed, 
that whatever had a tendency to cast suspicion on the 
sentiments of a member, was certainly irregular: of 
this the house would judge from the right honorable 
gentleman's explanation. The premier, however, re- 
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^XLL*' V^^y *^' if the house waited for any explanation jfrom 

him, it would wait a veiy long time: he knew it was 

^^^' not parliamentary to enter into the motives which 

actuated members; but it was impossible to adduce 

arguments in &vor of a question, without sometimes 

hinting at the sentiments which created an opposition 

to it: he submitted to the judgment of the house the 

propriety of what he had urged; but he refused ather 

Duel be- to retract or explain any of his expressions. Mr. 

PittL^* Tiemey accordmgly left the house, and next monmig 

Tiemey. gent a hostile message to the minister: on Sunday 

afternoon, May 27, the parties met on Putney-heath; 

when, two cases of pistols having been discharged 

without effect, Mr. Pitt fired into the air, and the 

matter was accommodated by an interfer^ice of the 

seconds. 

As in the last session, so in this, the chancellor of 
the exchequer found himself obliged to lay before the 
house a second estimate of supplies, stating that the 
loan must be fifteen millions instead of twelve; since 
the triple assessment, which was calculated to prodace 
seven millions, was reduced by various modifications 
to four: the interest of the mcreased loan and de- 
ficiencies he estimated at £763,000, for which he pro- 
posed to provide by additional duties on salt, tea, dogs, 
horses, and carriages ; with a tax on armorial bearings: 
the various duties on houses and windows were at &e 
same tin^ consolidated into one table. 

Mr. Wilberforce renewed his motion for the abolition 
of the slave trade ; but though his proposition was 
rejected, several regulations were enacted for alleviat- 
ing the sufferings of the wretched Africans in thdr 
passage. Mr. Bryan Edwards, having on this occaaon 
taken part against the abolition, Mr. Canning replied 
to that gentleman in a speech which displayed at once 
the statesman, orator, and philanthropist. A motion 
made this session in the house of lords, by the duke 
o£ Bedford, for an address to the king to dismiss his 
ministry, was rejected by a large majority^ 

On the nineteenth of June a message frcmi h^ 
majesty announced thai various re^ments of militia 
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had made a voluntary, tender of their services, to be ^5A/- 

employed in aid of the regular forces in Ireland, for — 

the suppression of the rebellion then raging in that *^^^ 
country; and an address was carried in both houses, 
empowering his majesty to accept such offers; while 
bills, founded on the message, were passed previously 
to the prorogation of parliament on the twenty-nintk 
of June. Though England was thus deprived cdT about 
12,000 of her constitutional defenders, military ardor, 
pervading the nation, created so many volunteer asso* 
ciations, that apprehensions either of foreign or domestic 
foes began daily to decrease. 

The great rebellion, to which allusion has been just insh 
nmde, had its origin in .the association of united Insh- ~*^^^*®°* 
men, first instituted for obtaining imiversal suffi*age; 
but afterwards recognised for the accomplishment of a 
revolution, and a separation from Great Britain; par- 
liamentary reform and catholic emandpation being 
used only as veUs to cover these insidious designs. 
There had long been a correspondence kept up between 
the leaders of this union and the French <£rectory ; in 
consequence of which, the expedition had sailed under 
the command of Hoche; ana a fleet had been fitted 
out in the Texel, £>r the conveyance of another arma- 
ment; which design was frustrated by admiral Dun- 
can's glorious victory: an agent, however, firom the 
united Irishmen was still resident in Paris; and appli- 
cation was made to the directory for a loan to assdst 
the revolutionists* Happily for Great Britain, the ol:9ecb 
of these malcontents and that of the French govem-^ 
ment were not the same: the Irish conspirators were 

nsdous to establish an independent republic^ while 
the French sought to subdue the island, and form it 
into a government dependait on themselves ; they re- 
fused therefore to grant the required loan, unless per- 
mitted to send forces sufficient to effect a conquest of 
the country ; but finding the petitioners averse to this 
plan of invasion, they began to receive the proposition) 
with coolness, and turned their attenticm to oibjects 
which appeared more important and practicable : mean- 

while, the Irish, despairing of any effectual co-opera- 
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^XLif' *^^^ prepared for insurrection without waiting fof 
continental assistance. 

Like the French revolution itself, the rebellion in 
Ireland had it« remote and proximate causes; for 
although that revolution acted as a firebrand on the 
present occasion, yet combustibles had been prepared 
for ignition through a long succession of ages. In 
early times Ireland was considered as little more than 
a land of barbarians conveniently situated to enrich 
English adventurers by pillage and confiscation : even 
after the complete conquest of the country by Wil- 
liam III., when the catholics were totally defeated, no 
anxiety was shown by the British government, or by 
the Irish parliament, to improve the country and ame- 
liorate the condition of its people: there were kws 
indeed for disqualifying papists from holding influen- 
tial situations; but no care was taken to raise the 
character, morals, and prosperity of the nation, by a 
rational system of educatioR; by proper conunercial 
regulations, and provision for the poor; or by an 
impartial adnunistration of justice; a proper tenure 
of land; and a commutation of tithe, where that impost 
was so odious and difficult of collection : the country, 
therefore, naturally continued a prev to ignorance and 
superstition; and was easily excited to the most out- 
rageous excesses by a bigoted and ambitious priesthood : 
for although, as Dr. MUler observes,^ * the rebellion of 
1798 had its origin among the presbyterians, and not 
among the Roman catholics, who were more anxious 
for the removal of their own disabilities than for 
changes of a government in which they did not yet 
folly participate, as appeared when the French arma- 
ment arrived in Bantry-bay, and found no military 
organisation of the catholics; yet when the winds of 
heaven had dissipated that force, effectual means were 
employed for enlisting papists in the cause of revolu- 
tion ; and so ardently did the bigotry of popery then 
engage in the struggle, that it shocked and disgusted 
the very men, who had united with them for the 
attainment of a common freedom ; and by sending 

* History phiiofophicaUy coQsidered,uVoU iv.. p. 60^ 
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these back into the ranks of loyaltv, contributed to ^^u*' 
effect eventually the deliverance of the country/ 

At the conunencement of this year a grand effort 
was resolved on by the united Irish. In the month 
of February a nulitary commission was appointed by 
their executive council ; and nocturnal assemblies were 
held in various parts of the kingdom, where the people 
were trained to arms: the most savage atrocities were 
committed by the insurgents on those whom they were 
taught to consider as enemies and interlopers in their 
domains; while these outrages were severely retaliated 
by the Orangemen and military, whose cruel floggings 
and half-hangings for the discovery of arms and plots^ 
connived at rather than encouraged by government, 
fixed in the hearts of the lower orders a rancorous 
determination of revenge. At this time, Arthur O'Con? 
nor, a member of the pretended directory, repaired to 
London, with an intention of proceeding to France in 
contipany with one Binns, an active member of the 
London corresponding society, Coigley, an Irish priest, 
and two attendants of the name of Allen and Leary : 
these associates, however, were taken into custody at 
Margate, and after a short confinement in the Tower, 
were brought to trial under a special commission; 
when Coigley, on whose person was found an address 
from the secret committee of England to the executive 
directory of France, was found guilty, and executed 
fts a traitor; Leary and AUen, against whom no evi- 
dence appeared, were acquitted; while O'Connor and 
Binns were detained on another charge of high treason. 
Such, however, was the secresy maintained by the 
chief conspirators, that although their plot was dist 
closed, the names of the traitors remained unknowns 
at length, one Keynolds, colonel of a regiment of 
united Irishmen, conscious of the atrocities meditated, 
and struck with remorse for his concurrence in them, 
laid open the whole to government; and on this 
information, thirteen members of the provincial com- 
mittee of Leinster, with other principals in the con- 
spiracy, were arrested: among these, were Emmett, a 
protestant barrister of consideraMe talent; and Dr* 
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^XLL** M*Niven, chairman of the catholic committee. Lord 
Edward Fitzgerald, brother of the duke of Leinster, 
made his escape, and remained for Beveral weeks con- 
cealed in Dublin, though a reward of £1000 was 
offered for his apprehension: but he was discovered 
on the nineteenth of May; when justice Swan was 
wounded dangerously, and captain Kyan mortally, in 
their efforts to arrest him: he himself, however, re- 
ceived a fatal shot in the shoulder, of which he lan- 
guished till the third of June, and died in extreme 
agony: the vacancies created by these arrests were 
speedily fiUed up, but with men much less qualified 
for the arduous task of upsetting an established govern- 
ment. Among the members of the new directory were 
two brothers, John and Henry Sheares, into whose 
confidence captain Armstrong, a government agent, 
contrived to insinuate himself by a great show of zeal 
in their cause ; and fix>m them he learned that a 

Sineral rising was intended on the twenty-third of 
ay; the plan proposed being to seize simultaneously 
on the camp of Loughlin's-town, the artillery of Cha- 

Eelizod, and the castle of Dublin : on the twenty-first, 
owever, these two Sheares, with some other leaders 
of the conspiracy, were arrested; the city and county 
of Dublin were declared in a state of insurrection; the 
guards at the castle, and at all other grand objects of 
attack, were trebled ; and the whole city was converted 
into a garrison. Among other precautions taken by 
government, was the augmentation of yeomanry conpSj 
which were mostly cavalry : in six months after their 
first establishment in 1796, they had amounted to 
87,000 men ; and during the rebellion, this force was 
increased to 50,000. Of the means accumulated by 
the uisurgents some notion may be formed from a paper 
given to Keynolds, the informer, by lord Edward Fitaf- 
gerald, purporting to be a return made from a national 
<5ommittee on the twenty-sixth of Februarv; bm 
which it appeared that the number of armed men in 
Ulster, Munster, and Leinster, amounted to 269,896; 
and that the sum of £1485 was in the hands of their 
<a*easurer: another return, made by an assembly d 
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colonels on the twenty-eighth of March, gave the ppd- ^^^• 

portion of one to three in their fiivor, even among the ~ 

king's troops; while the insurgents were stated to be *^^^ 
in sufficient force to disarm all the military within 
their own counties. 

On the twenty-ninth of April, sir Ealph Aber- 
crombie, commander-in-chief of the forces in Ireland, 
who had made a tour through the provinces, and 
observed the excesses committed by the military, noti^ 
fied in general orders, 'that the irregularities of the 
troops had unfortunately proved the armv to be in a 
state of licentiousness, which must render it formidable 
to every one but the enemy/ Having also fEuled of 
success in impressing the mmds of those in power with 
his own ideas, that coercive measures to the extent 
resolved on were not necessary, he resigned his com- 
mand on the twenly-ninth of April, and was succeeded 
by general Lake. In the month of March, orders were 
issued by the lord-lieutenant, for soldiers to march 
into the disturbed districts; and a manifesto was pub- 
lished on the third of May at head-quarters, in Kildare, 
requiring the inhabitants to surrender their arms within 
the period of ten days, under penalty of supporting 
large bodies of troops at free quarters; while rewards 
were proniised for the discovery of weapons, and ex- 
treme severity was denounced against those counties 
irhich should continue in a d^turbed state. The 
rebel chiefs, however, had decided on a contest; and 
the twenty-third of May was appointed for a general 
insurrection: the command of their forces, after the 
capture of lord Edward Fitzgerald, devolved on Samuel 
Keilson, who planned a simultaneous attack on New- 
gate, for the purpose of rescuing his lordship, and on 
the castle, to secure the principal members of goven^ 
jnent ; for which purpose he assembled fifteen insurgent 
colonels on the night of the twenty-second, and a3- 
signed to them their respective posts : nor was the plan 
confined to the metropolis, for it embraced the whole 
kingdom; the stoppage of the mail-coaches being ap- 
pointed as the signal for a general rising. This part 
of the project was carried into effect ; for, on the 
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^xu' twenty-third, the Belfost mail was detained and burnt 
' at Santry, the Cork mail at Naas, and that running in 
the direction of Athlone at Lucan : both the goard and 
coachman of the Limerick mail were b^barously 
murdered near the Curragh of Eildare, and the coach 
destroyed. Early on the morning of the twenty-third, 
slU the yeomanry in Dublin, and the small garrison of 
that city, were ordered by general Lake to repair to 
their respective posts ; while the lord mayor placed the 
Cork militia, with two field-pieces, at the north side 
of St. Stephen's green. The north and south sides of 
Dublin being protected by the royal canal, and the 
grand canal, each fifty feet broad and eight deep, and 
the bridges being occupied by the military, almost all 
communication was cut off between the city and the 
insurgents : still a disaffected body of about 3000 men 
had entered on the evening of the twenty-third; and 
numerous armed rebels, who had assembled in the 
suburbs, were advancing with an intention to rash in 
and join their confederates, as soon as these latter had 
taken possession of the castle. At this crisis, Neilson, 
the rebel chieftain, was apprehended in the street by 
one Greig, after a desperate struggle, and lodged in 
prison ; when some thousands of rebels, who were 
lurking in lanes or by-places, and waiting for the signal 
of assassination, dispemd in various directions : during 
the night of the twenty-third, and several days follow- 
ing, skirmishes were ^ught in the adjacent counties, 
and attacks were made on Naas, Clane, Ballymore, and 
other towns : but these feeble unconnected efforts were 
not seconded by any general insurrection; for Ulster, 
in which province 10,000 united Irishmen were said to 
have been enrolled, declined the contest on account of 
the unpromising aspect of affairs; and the rebellion 
resembled rather the capricious movements of a moh» 
than the imited efforts of a national force. Martial 
law, however, was now proclaimed by the lord-lieu- 
tenant, against all persons abetting the rebels; and an 
opportunity soon occurred of putting it into execution; 
for, on the twenty-fifth, the garrison of Carlow, con- 
sisting of 450 men under colonel Mahon, was assailed 
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by a body of about 1500 insurgents : on their advance ^^^* 
into the town, they were received with so destructive 
a fire, that they recoiled, and took refuge in houses; 
many of which being set on fire by the soldiers, the 
wretched inmates perished in the flames : not an indi- 
vidual of the garrison was even wounded; but no less 
than 500 of the assailants fell; and after the defeat, 
about 200 were either hanged or shot: among the 
latter, was sir Edward Crosbie, before whose house the 
rebel column had assembled previous to their attack : he 
was a gentleman of an amiable disposition; but being 
accustomed to express great pity for the distresses of 
the Irish peasantry, and to declare himself a zealous 
friend of parliamentaiy reform, he was on that account 
considered as a republican by the zealous loyalists, and 
the mode of conducting his trial was certainly not of 
the fairest kind:® he was speedily convicted, and 
executed with equal precipitation, at an unusual 
hour; after which, his head was cut off, and fixed on 
a pike. 

As a minute detail of the various engagements 
which ensued would far exceed the limits of this his- 
tory, the chief agents, operations, and results only can 
be attended to. The rebels, fighting with undisciplined 
courage, were frequently victorious over smaller num- 
bers; but, inflamed by their bigoted priests, they 
exercised, wherever they prevailed, a ferocity exceed- 
ing that of the most savage tribes : the regular soldiers, 
on the side of the royalists, were not numerous; but 
the Irish militia and yeomanry fought with distin- 
guished fidelity and valor; several regiments also of 
English militia were permitted, by an act of parlia- 
ment, at their own instance, to cross the channel; and 
were very instrumental in supporting the cause of 
government. 

On the night of the twenty-sixth of May, the 
standard of rebellion was unfiirled between Gorej and 
Wexford, when father John Murphy, a Komish priest, 

' Catholic prisoners, it is said, were tortured to give evidence against him, and 
loyal protestants prevented by the bayonets of the soldiers from coming forward in 
his favor. 

VOL. IV. Z 
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^xl/*' placed himself at the head of the insurgents ; two large 
— bodies of whom were collected together on the follow- 
'^^®' ing Sunday; one on the hill of Oulart; the other, 
amounting to near 3000, on that of Eilthomas, under 
another priest, named Michael Murphy: these latter 
were attacked and defeated, with considerable slaughter, 
by about 300 yeomen, who advanced intrq)idly up 
the hill; but the victors tarnished their laurels by 
burning two Romish chapels, mth about 200 cabins 
and farm-houses belonging to people of that faith: on 
the same day, an action was fought, with a very diffe- 
rent result, on the hill of Oulart; where the rebels, 
finding their retreat cut off, attacked their opponents 
with so successful an impetuosity, that a whole picked 
detachment, consisting of 110 men from the Cork 
militia, were slain, except the colonel and four privates; 
while the loss of the rebels did not exceed three killed 
and six wounded. Father John, flushed with victory, 
then advanced with a corps, increased to 7000, against 
Enniscorthy; the garrison of which place, after a con- 
test of about three hours, was obliged to evacuate it, 
and to retreat. 
v?ne\r- ^^^ ^^^ position of the insurgents was at Vinegar- 
hui. hill, in that neighbourhood : and on the twenty-ninth, 

John Henry Colclough, Edward Fitzgerald, and Bag- 
nal Harvey, who had been previously conMnitted to 
prison, on suspicion, by the loyalists, were sent, though 
ineffectually, to prevail on them to disperse. Fitz- 
gerald was detained in the rebel camp ; and so prompt 
were their movements, that before evening, on the 
same day, their advanced guard was pushed on to 
Three Rocks, about three miles from Wexford; the 
inhabitants of which city were thrown into great con- 
sternation at their approach : the shops were all shut 
up ; multitudes repaired for refiige on board the ships 
in harbor; and many sought security in flight. The 
military in Wexford at this time amounted to about 
1200 naen, while their opponents were 15,000; hut it 
was announced that general Fawcett was on his march 
from the fort of Duncannon ; and a strong reinforce 
ment might hourly be expected : but that commander 
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arriving by night at Taghmon, sent forward, on the ^^l/** 

morning of the thirtieth, a small detachment, which '— 

was wholly cut off; after which, he made a retreat *'^®' 
unknown to the garrison ; and when colonel Maxwell, 
supposing that the genend would be able to take the 
rebels in rear while he attacked them in front, sallied 
forth from the town next morning, he was unable to 
cope with his antagonists. On the return of the 
troops, a council of war was hastily assembled; and 
the result was, that the garrison retired, and the insur- 
gents poured by thousands into the city, with horrid 
shouts of exultation : they were in the most disorderly 
state; their anns consistmg chiefly of pikes with han- 
dles sixteen or eighteen feet long, scythes, hay-knives, 
old bayonets fixed on poles, and rusty muskets. They 
first proceeded to the prison; and having liberated 
Bagnal Harvey, insisted that he should become their 
commander: the inhabitants endeavored in vain to Cruelties 
appease them by a proAise hospitality; and after g^/grnts* 
various scenes of plunder and disorder, parties were 
despatched in boats to bring on shore all the men, 
arms, and anununition that could be found on board 
the vessels in harbor ; when every one that was recog- 
nised as obnoxious to the rebels, and many others in 
mere wantonness, were pierced with pikes by these 
sanguinary wretches on the beach : the night of the 
thirtieth passed in comparative tranquillity; but early 
on the thirty-first, the streets were again crowded, 
scenes of plunder reconunenced, and the prisons were 
filled with persons denounced by rebels : at length, the 
insurgent forces were induced to move out of the town, 
and encamp in two bodies on Windmill-hill; but a 
kmd of conunission was still left to supply the camps, 
issue proclamations, and select unfortunate protestants 
for execution. The numbers of these latter increased 
in proportion to the reverses of the rebel army; and 
the general mode of putting them to death was as 
follows: — at a certain period of the day they were 
taken out of the prisons, and led in companies of ten 
or twenty to the new bridge, preceded by black flags, 
with ruthless pikemen as guards, and assailed by 

z 2 
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^XLi^' insults and execrations from the mob: a few were 
then shot; but generally two rebels stood before and 
two behind each victim, into whom having thrust their 
pikes, they held him suspended in the air and writhing 
with torture till he expired; when thej threw his 
body into the river; and the crowd, which consisted 
mostlv of females, expressed their savage joy with 
loud nuzzas. One woman, the wife of Dixon, a rehel 
captain,* particularly distinguished herself: she pre- 
vented the prisoners from being shot in prison, in 
order, as she said, *that the people might have the 
pleasure of seeing them die;^ and, stepping over the 
ground at the place of execution, with her riding- 
dress pulled up, lest it should be stained with blood, 
she exclaimed to the executioners, — * Spare your 
ammunition, boys; and use your pikes.' 

Such were the transactions in the southern part of 
the county : in the north, after the insurgents had been 
repulsed at Grorey, and defeated with great slaughter 
at Newtonbarry, they routed a considerable detach- 
ment under colonel Walpole; and obliged the royal 
troops, under general Loftus, weakened by that loss, 
to retreat to Camew ; by which means, an immense 
tract of country was left at their mercy. 

A large division under Bagnal Harvey advanced to 
the south-west, for the purpose of attacking New Boss, 
and opening a communication with the counties of 
Waterford and Kilkenny. Having encamped on Car- 
rickbum-mountain, they advanced on the fourth of 
June to Corbet-hill; and early on the fifth, prepared 
for the assault; being armed, some with muskets, but 
most with pikes; having also a few pieces of cannon: 
as they moved on, a number of priests in canonical 
vestments, and holding crucifixes in their hands, went 
through the ranks to animate them with reli^ous 
enthusiasm for the combat. Urged by such motiv^ 
and inflamed by intoxication, a krge column drove in 
the outposts, forced back the cavaby on the in&ntiy, 

* The master of a trading vessel, an inhuman wretch who brought bis miaeni^ 
cargo of fi^tives to land again, when they had paid an immense price for tbeir 



passage to Wales. 
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and seized the artillery, after driving the royal troops ^xli^' 



to the bridge on the other side of the river : genem 
Johnson, however, who commanded this garrison, 
having rallied his men, with great energy and skill 
recovered the post, and drove the rebels into the 
suburbs, which had been fired by their adherents. 
Rallied by the chiefs, they returned with fury to the 
assault, and regained the same groimd; but at last 
they were finally defeated, after an engagement of 
nme hours' continuance, and with a loss of near 2000 
men : on the royal side about 300 fell, among whom 
was lord Mountjoy, colonel of the Dublin militia. On 
the day of the battle, one of the most atrocious acts 
which distinguished this unhappy period was com- 
mitted. Though noany helpless protestants had been 
put to death by roving parties of rebels, yet a greater 
number were taken and placed in confinement for 
future purposes : about 200 of these, men, women, and 
children, were shut up in a barn at Scullabogue, near 
Carrickbum-mountain, and left in charge of one 
Murphy, a rebel captain: during the engagement, 
when their party began to give way, an order was sent 
to put all those unfortunate prisoners to death; but 
Murphy twice resisted its execution, until given to 
understand that it proceeded from the priesthood, and 
his men became outrageous to begin the bloody work : 
in the first instance, thirty-seven protestants were 
shot or piked outside the barn ; and the rest, in number 
184, were burnt alive within the building, which was 
set on fire by bundles of lighted straw. Struck with 
horror at the atrocious act, and having little authority 
on account of his religious creed, Bagnal Harv^ 
resigned his command, and returned to Wexford; 
when the rebels chose for his successor a priest named 
Philip Roche, who had gained a victory near Clough; 
8' man, whose lofty stature and boisterous manners 
rendered him well adapted to govern such an out- 
^eous multitude: after this time, they lay for a 
considerable period inactive, indulging their appetite 
for intoxicating liquor. 
Fortunately for the country at large, their associates Defeat of 
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CHAP, at Gorey continued equally inert, after the retreat of 

— general Loftus; wasting their time in burning the 

^^^^ town of Camew, bringing Orangemen to trial, and 
plundering houses : at length, rousing themselves £rom 
this indolence, they advanced, in a body of 27,000 
men, against Arklow, under Michael Murphy the 
priest : its garrison consisted only of 1600 ; but it was 
well supplied with artillery, and ably commanded by 
general Needham ; three sides of the town being de- 
fended by the military, and the fourth by the river 
Oraca: the attack, which continued two hours, was 
fierce, though irregular; but the incessant fire of the 
troops rendered all efforts abortive to gain possession 
of the place. The assault on one quarter was con- 
ducted by father Murphy, who used extraordinary 
means to excite a superstitious enthusiasm in his fol- 
lowers : when they seemed reluctant to advance, he 
would take musket balls out of his pocket, and, throw- 
ing them into the air, exclaim, ^ that they had been 
fired at him by the enemy; but that tne bolls of 
heretics could not hurt those who were steadfast in the 
true faith :' at length he was brought down by a can- 
non shot ; and the rebels, dispirited at his fidl, began 
a retreat toward Gorey, in which it was not thought 
prudent to molest them : but the issue of this battle 
prevented them from effecting their scheme of pene- 
trating to Dublin ; which might have given a very 
dangerous turn to the rebellion. 

The insurgent army, now under the command of 
Garret Byrne, having set the little town of Tinnchdy 
in flames, and put numerous protestants to death as 
Orangemen, next meditated an attack on Hacketstown; 
but were compelled to abandon that design by the 
approach of general Lake, and to commence a retreat, 
on the twentieth, toward Vinegar-hiU : there they 
established a general d^p6t for prisoners; and every 
morning, at parade, a number of those unfortunate 
victims were sacrificed, many of them with excrucia- 
ting torments, for the amusement of the rebels: the 
plan of general Lake was to surround this position; 
for which reason, he moved several corps simultauc- 
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ously from different quarters ; generals Dundas, Duff, ^^l/*' 
and Loftus, proceeding from the vicinity of Kilcaven; — -- 
Eustace and Johnson from Ross; and Needham, from 
Arklow and Gorey. General Johnson began the 
attack on Enniscorthy at seven o'clock in the morning 
of the twenty-first of June; and his example was 
followed by the other commanders : the town was soon 
carried, but the revolters were enabled for some time 
to resist showers of bullets and shells, as well as an 
advance of the troops, by the strength of their position 
on the hill ; at the end, however, of an hour and a half, 
they were completely routed, and made their escape 
through a space, intended to have been occupied by 
general Needham's corps, which was unable to come 
up : the immense colimm that retreated through this 
opening, which thence acquired the name of ^ Needham's 
gap,' now poured into Wexford ; but the greater 
number soon left it, at the instance of Dr. Caulfield, 
titular bishop of Ferns, who assured them that general 
Moore was approaching; as was really the case: they, 
therefore, held a hasty council of war, and marched 
across the mountains to the county of Kilkenny. 

Wexford was then relieved by Moore's army ; 
the rebels having previously released their prisoner, 
lord Kingsborough, whose life had been wonder- 
fully preserved by the exertions of Dr. Caulfield. 
The body of men, which had retired into Kilkenny, 
obtained temporary success by means of overwhelming 
numbers ; but being at length pursued by general 
Dunn and sir Charles Asgill, they were totally 
defeated on the twenty-sixth of June at Kilcomney- 
hiU; and Murphy their chief, flying from the field of 
battle, was soon afterwards captured, and conducted 
to the head-quarters of general sir James Duff at 
TuUow; where he was hanged the same day, and his 
head placed on the market-house. 

In the south, the spirit of rebellion was now happily 
approaching its termination: in the north, catholic 
priests were not so numerous or so active, and the 
enormities perpetrated were not so atrocious. The 
insurgents having risen at Antrim, an attack was made 
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c^P. on them by a force which general Nugent, commander 

of the district, despatched for that purpose in the 

^^^®' early part of June; and the rebels were dispossessed 
of tne town, with a loss of about two hundred men; 
but not till lord O'Neill, a very accomplished nobleman, 
had been mortally wounded with pikes : being repulsed 
at Lame, Ballymena, and Ballycastle, the main body 
retired to Donnegar-hill; but, hearing the turn which 
affairs had taken in Leinster, they soon dispersed. 

About the same time also, an insurrection com- 
menced in the county of Down ; where, after a 
battle fought near Saintfield, in which about sixty of 
the royalists fell, their commander, colonel Stapleton, 
was obliged to retire into Belfast: the insurgents 
then, assembling from all quarters to the nimiber of 
5000, and electing for their general, Henry Munroe, a 
linen-draper of Lisbum, encountered the royal troops, 
amounting to 1500 men, under general Nugent at 
Ballynahinch, where they at first obtained a consider- 
able advantage by desperate valor, but lost it from 
want of military tactics; and at length, giving way, 
took to flight in all directions: their leader, being 
captured, was hanged before his own door at Lisbum; 
and some dissenting ministers also were executed: 
there were no catholics in this battle; for on the pre- 
ceding night, 2000 deserted their dissenting brethren; 
and, during the engagement, they expressed great 
satisfaction to see protestants destroying each other. 
On the suppression of this insurrection in Ulster, 
another local rising took place in Munster, which ifas 
put down without much difficuly. 
Bupprc*- After the signal defeat of the rebel forces at yinega^ 
iisur^Ic-^* hill, and their consequent expulsion from the vicinity 
tion. of Wexford, a considerable number dispersed, and 
returned to their usual occupations ; but the more des- 
perate retired to mountainous parts of Wexford and 
Wicklow, where for a time they waged a desultory 
warfare: at length, being perpetually harassed, most 
of the insurgent cliiefs surrendered; and those who 
«till resisted, might rather be considered as small bands 
of banditti, than ais embodied forces. 
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Dublin, having escaped the horrors of civil war, ^5^^- 
now became the chief theatre of public justice, where 



many instigators of rebellion were tried and executed : ^^^®' 
numerous leaders were also condemned to suffer death 
at Wexford, on the very bridge which had been the 
scene of such horrid massacres: among these were 
some, to whom mercy ought to have been extended; 
for instance, Philip Roche, the catholic priest, by 
whose interference many loyalists had been saved from 
destruction ; and captain Matthew Keogh, a protestant, 
who made an excellent defence, and for whose acquit- 
tal even the military officers were very anxious. 

In the present perilous condition of Ireland, which 
was now threatened by a French invasion, the British 
cabinet thought it expedient to nominate a viceroy 
who possessed both civil and military experience : on 
which account, earl Camden was recalled; and his 
successor, the marquis Comwallis, made his public 
entrance into Dublin on the twentieth of June; and 
the administration of this nobleman, uniting concilia- 
tion and mercy with firmness and caution, was found 
calculated to quiet the country, prevent the recurrence 
of past evils, and promote permanent prosperity. On 
the third of July, a proclamation was issued, autho- 
rising his majesty's generals to afford protection to 
such insurgents, as, having been simply guilty of 
rebellion, should surrender their arms, and take the 
oath of allegiance : soon afterwards, an act of amnesty 
was passed, under certain conditions ; and a treaty 
was entered into between government and the chief 
conspirators then in confinement,^ who gave, on oath, 
the most important information respecting the whole 
confederacy; whence it appeared, that the rebellion 
originated for the purpose, not of catholic emancipa- 
tion, but of subverting the constitution, separating 
Ireland from England, and establishing a republic. 

Though the French directory had contemplated the invasion of 
progress of this rebellion with tranquillity ; yet, when a theFrencL 
fewfaint sparks only of its expiring embers could be dis- 

* Among these were Arthur O'Connor, counsellor Emmett, Dr. M*Nevin, 
S. KeilaoD, &c. 
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^"AP. cemed, they despatched an expedition of three frigates, 
- - -^— containing about 1100 men, under general Humbert, 
*^^®' to resuscitate the flame : having disembarked his forces 
on the twenty-second of August, in the bay of Killala, 
that officer established his head-quarters in the bishop's 
palace; but though a green flag was hoisted, few of 
the peasantry were disposed to rally round it. Leaving 
a small garrison at Eillala, under colonel Oharost, the 
French general marched towards Castlebar, without 
experiencing any obstacle in his route: the army, col- 
lected there under general Lake, consisted of between 
two and three thousand regulars; and Humbert, re- 
lying chiefly for success on his own troops, so posted 
his Irish levies on the flanks of his column, as to pro- 
tect it from the British fire : on the twenty-seventh, 
he attacked the opposing forces, situated on a hill at 
the north-western extremity of the town, with great 
impetuosity; and, driving them from their position, 
made Castlebar his head-quarters. The danger, which 
was now imminent, determined lord Comwams to take 
the field in person : on his arrival at Athlone, on the 
twenty-eighth of August, he learned the defeat of 
general Lake; and, after a halt of two days, proceeded 
in pursuit of the enemy, who had advanced into the 
interior of the coimtry : his lordship passed the Shan- 
non at Carrick; and having come up with the French 
army, he surrounded it with about 20,000 men, and 
forced it to surrender : the rebel auxiliaries fled in all 
directions; about 500 of them were slain in the pur- 
suit, and 100 taken prisoners; among whom were their 
principal chiefs. Troops having been placed in Killala 
and Ballina, general Trench proceeded against those 
places; from the latter of which the garrison retreated 
to Killala, where a battle took place, and the rebels 
lost about 400 men. Courts-martial were then assem- 
bled, which disposed of a considerable number of 
prisoners: the French officers were sent to Dublin, 
and thence to London ; where three of their number, 
Charost, Boudet, and Ponson, were liberated without 
exchange, on account of the &vorable character given 
of them by the bishop of KiUala. The French govern- 
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ment assigned the want of money as a reason for not ^^^i^ 
properly seconding this invasion : a brig of war indeed — — ' 
appeared, on the coast, with arms and ammunition, *^^^' 
and having on board the celebrated Napper Tandy, 
one of the Irish emissaries to the directory ; but find- 
ing what was the state of affairs, it returned, without 
effecting any thing beyond the distribution of certain 
inflammatory papers: some time afterwards Tandy, 
with two other Irish rebels, was apprehended by the 
agents of Great Britain at Hamburg, and conveyed to 
Ireland, where he was indicted for high treason in 
1801 ; but, having pleaded guilty by previous arrange- 
ment, he was suffered to quit the langdom, and reside 
in France. Another attempt of the French to revive a 
lost cause was made with no better success : a squadron, 
consisting of the Hoche, line-of-battle ship, and eight 
frigates, with troops and ammunition on board, was 
met, on the twelfth of October, off the north-west coast 
of Ireland, by an English squadron, under sir John 
Borlase Warren, who captured the Hoche, with three 
of the frigates; and eventually three others fell into 
our possession: among the prisoners taken was T. 
Wolfe Tone, projector of the society of united Irish- 
men ; who, being put on his trial at Dublin, rested his 
defence on his being a denizen of France, and an 
officer in her service; but being condemned to the 
gallows, and unable to procure a conmautation of the 
sentence, he terminated his existence in prison. Thus 
ended this insurrection, in which it is estimated that 
more than 30,000 lives were sacrificed, and property 
to an immense amount was destroyed; the claims of 
the loyalists alone, for compensation allowed by par- 
liament, amounted to upwards of a million sterling, 
which was not thought equal to more than one-third 
of the total loss. 

The inattention of the French to the affairs of Ire- French 
land, arose not so much from supineness as from other " %ypt" 
important schemes with which they were at this time 
occupied: finding that country inaccessible to them, 
and England becoming a nation of soldiers, ready to 
defend their rights to the last, the republican govern- 
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^^AP- xnent acceded to an expedition proposed by their vie- 

^torious general, which, as it was thought, might be 

*^^®* ultimately extended to the most valuable territories 
of Great "Britain : their project was to gain possession 
of Egypt, and to establish a power in that central 
position, with a double design, of obtaining the riches 
of the Nile, and extending their sway to the banks of 
the Ganges; so that the empires of Turkey and Hin- 
dostan might become appendages to the French re- 
public. The idea of seizing and colonising Egypt had 
suggested itself to Vergennes during the monarchy: 
it had for some time been entertained by Bonaparte; 
and it pleased the directory, who hoped, even if the 
great object of the expedition should be frustrated, to 
rid themselves of a troublesome and dangerous rival: 
funds, however, were absolutely wanting; for the trea- 
sury was almost empty : with that defiance, therefore, 
of all high principle or political honesty which charac- 
terised the times, they looked around for some weak 
ally, or neutral, to plunder. Free Switzerland offered 
itself; and as Berne possessed a well-supplied treasury, 
a quarrel was sought against its government, on the 
pretext of having pubhcly enrolled emigrants, and 
given shelter to deserters : a French army, under 
general Brune, passed into Switzerland, on the maraud- 
ing errand of pointing its cannon against Berne, and 
demanding the public purse of its citizens. Success, 
after some well-contested actions, attended these ban- 
dits: the ruling families were immediately displaced; 
the nature of the government was changed ; the most 
respectable of the senators were sent into exile; and 
though the French professed to come in the character 
of protectors, the treasury was confiscated, and large 
contributions were exacted for the supply of the 
invading army: afl;er some opposition, Lucerne was 
made the seat of government; and an alliance, offen- 
sive and defensive, was contracted between the French 
and Helvetic republics ; but the directory still con- 
tinued to levy contributions and impose exactions on 
their allies to an immense amount. Thus Bonaparte 
filled his military chest from the Swiss coffers; and, 
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on the nineteenth of May, he was enabled to conduct ^^,^' 
his expedition from the port of Toulon : it counted 
thirteen ships of the line, of which one was of the first 
and three of the second rate, with seven frigates and 
smaller vessels, making altogether forty-four sail, under 
the command of rear-admiral Brueys : the transports 
amounted to nearly 200, carrying about 20,000 men, 
with a proportionable number of horses and artilleiy, 
provisions and military stores, as well as a large body 
of scientific men, to make researches into the antiquities 
and productions of that interesting country to which 
they were bound. ' Ten days, however, before general 
Bonaparte's departure for Egypt,' says de Bourrienne, 
* a prisoner escaped from the Temple,^ who was des- 
tined to contribute materially to his reverses: this 
escape was pregnant with ftiture events; and a false 
order of the mmister of police prevented the revolution 
of the East.' 

The armament arrived at Malta on the tenth of Capture of 
June, when a general landing of troops and artillery the iveiich. 
took place: a few shots were exchanged, to save the 
honor of the knights ;^ and that impregnable fortress, 
betrayed by the constituted authorities, opened its 
gates to the enemy : little, however, did the conqueror 
then suppose that ne had merely taken Malta in deposit 
for the English. A provisional government having 
been appointed, the fleet again put to sea, and on the ' 

thirtieth of June anchored in the roads of Alexandria : 
a landing was effected on the second of July, and the 
city was attacked and entered on the fifth. While the 
general in chief despatched Desaix toward Cairo, he 
issued orders for the fleet to take shelter in the old 
port ; but, on sounding the channel, it was found that 
the depth of water was not sufficient for the admiral's 
ship ; the road of Aboukir was therefore chosen as the 
fittest place of anchorage : having defeated the beys 
and mamelukes in several actions, and conciliated the 
Mahometan inhabitants by proclamations, in which 

' Sir William Sidney Smith. 

* * They were sold,' says de Bourrienne : * the capture of Malta was assured 
before we left Toulon.*— vol. i. p. 137. 



350 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

^\iV' ^^ declared himself sent to protect their religion and 
- — — destroy its enemies, Bonaparte took possession of Grand 
^^^' Cairo, sending Desaix against the powerfiil chieftain 
Murad Bey, whom he forced to take refuge in Upper 
Egypt; wmle Ibrahim Bey, in a contrary direction, 
fl^ toward Syria. 
Nelson's Lord St. Vincent still conunanded the British fleet, 
STFrench stationcd to observe the general movements of the 
*«*♦• enemy; and was cruising off Cadiz, when intelligence 
arrived of the departure of the French armament: its 
defeat was deemed by the British government an ob- 
ject of paramount importance; and our admiral was 
ordered to take his whole force into the Mediterranean, 
unless he considered that a detachment would be suffi- 
cient to effect the object. His lordship was also en- 
joined, in case he sent a detached squadron, to place 
it under the conunand of sir John Orde: on which 
occasion he is reported to have said; * Ministers may 
remove me ; but as long as I am commander-in-chief, 
I will act for the good of the service. I know nothing 
of sir John Orde's qualifications for such a command; 
but I know^ and can trust Nelson ; and to him I will 
give it.'^ Nelson was already in the Mediterranean, 
watching the preparations at Toulon, with three 
seventy-fours and four frigates : at the very time of 
the French fleet's dq)arture, he had put into the Sar- 
dinian port of San Pietro to refit his little squadron, 
which had been seriously damaged by a tempest; and 
was thus in all probability preserved from capture: 
this delay also enabled him to complete his supply of 
water, and receive a reinforcement which earl St. Vin- 
cent was enabled to send him, consisting of tenline-of- 
battle ships, and one of fifty guns, with which he was 
judiciously left to steer intirdy according to his own 
judgment: unfortunately, the frigates had separated 
from him during the storm, and could obtain no 
tidings of his course ; he was therefore obliged to sail 
without them, and to suffer cruel anxiety and distress 

* From private informatioo, sir John Orde afterwards sent a cbaUenge to eui 
St. Vincent, for thos treating him, contrary to ministerial orders ; hot his lofdskip 
▼ery kindly and discreetly {^ssed it over without notice. 
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by reason of their absence. It is not creditable to the ^^^^' 

administration of that day, to have sent against the '■ — 

formidable flotilla of their enemies, ships of so com- *^^^' 
paratively small a size as those under Nelson: while 
the French fleet contained a magnificent three-decker 
of 120 guns, and three of eighty, not one of the British 
squadron carried more than seventy-four: thqr had 
also been fitted out hastily, and were not in good con- 
dition : but the captains were all men of unquestion- 
able zeal, invincible courage, and great professional 
talents ; who were assisted by active officeirs, bred up 
in the best school, and supported by crews well prac- 
tised in naval tactics: with such associates, their 
gallant commander was not to be discouraged by any 
odds a^inst him in point of physical force. 

The JBritish rear-admiral first sailed toward Naples; 
and on his voyage thither, learning that the enemy's 
fleet had visited Malta, he immediately formed a plan 
for attacking it there; but on his arrival, he found 
that the French had alreadk departed to the eastward : 
rightly conjecturing that Egypt was their destination, 
thither he steered; and if the Mgates, which he lost, 
had been with him, or if others had been sent, as 
prudence required, he could hardly have failed to 
obtain information of the enemy : for want of them, 
he only spoke three vessels on the way; and when he 
arrived on the twenty-eighth of June at Alexandria, 
he could gain no intelligence, except that advice had 
been received from Leghorn that the French intended 
to visit that port : in hopes of intercepting them, he 
steered to the coast of Caramania, and thence along 
the southern side of Candia; but being baffled in his 
pursuit, he returned to Sicily. When his want of suc- 
cess was knoAvn in England, the public voice declared 
that he deserved impeachment; and earl St. Vincent 
was severely censured for having sent so young an 
officer on so important a service !^^ 

The Neapolitan ministry, anxious to avoid every 
thing which could unsettle their peace with the direc- 
tory, had determined to give his squadron no assist- 

^^ Southcy's Life ot Nelson. 
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^XLL ' ^^^5 ^^* through lady Hamilton's influence at court, 
- Nelson procured secret orders to the Sicilian governors, 
under which he obtained all necessary supplies at 
S3rracuBe: on the twenty-fifth of July, therefore, he 
set sail £rom that port, full of hope ; after writing to 
earl St. Vincent, * that if the French were bound for 
the Antipodes, he would not lose a moment in brining 
them to action.' Havinff searched for them in vain 
along the coasts of the Morea, and bitterly deplored 
his want of frigates, he took the resolution to steer 
again for Alexandria ; and on the first of August, 
about ten o'clock in the morning, came in sight of that 
port ; not vacant and solitary, as when the British 
last saw it; but crowded with vessels; whUe the tri- 
colored flag waved on its walls. The grand fleet was 
found moored within Aboukir-bay, in a strong and 
compact line of battle; the headmost vessel being as 
close as possible to a shoal on the north-west, and the 
rest forming a curve, or rather an obtuse angle, along 
the line of deep water, so as not to be turned in the 
south-west : this line was flanked by gun-boats, mortar- 
vessels, and four large frigates; these again being sup- 
ported by a battery of guns and mortars on the island, 
near to which any assailants must pass. Admiral 
Brueys had made the best use of lus means, and 
chosen a position which was calculated, according to 
French authorities, to defy a force double of their own : 
here, however, thev had the advantage in all respects, 
particularly in their weight of metal and frigates; for 
their ships carried 1196 guns and 11,230 men; while 
those of their antagonist had only 1012 guns and 
8068 men. 

During the whole pursuit, it had been Ndson^s 
practice to call his captains frequently on board the 
Vanguard, and explain to them such manoBuvres as 
he proposed to practice, according to the different 
situations in which he might find the foe; so that his 
ofSicers became perfectly acquainted with his tactics. 
At the moment when he perceived the position of the 
French, his intuitive genius was evoked; and the idea 
struck him, that where there was room for a French 
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ship to swing, there must be space for a British ship ^^^^' 
to anchor, between the enemy's line and the shore : . 
accordingly, he determined that a part of his fleet 
^ould engage them on that side, while the rest should 
bear down on the other, and thus enclose them between 
two fires : having formed this general design, he 
directed his captains, in whom he reposed unlimited 
confidence, to exercise their own judgment in execut- 
ing it, while every ship should begin the battle where 
she could act with most effect. As the squadron ad- 
vanced, each ship sounding as she went, was assailed 
by a shower of shot and snells from the batteries on 
the island of Aboukir; the enemy also opened a brisk 
fire from the starboard side of their line, within half- 
gun-shot distance, into the bows of our van ships: 
this was received by the British crews in perfect 
silence, while they were employed aloft in furling sails, 
and below in tending the braces, or making ready for 
anchoring. 

The hour was now arrived, when it was to be seen 
which power should obtain dominion over the ocean. 
The British admiral, having given orders for attacking 
the enemy's van and centre, soon afterwards hoisted a 
signal for close engagement; when the emulation dis- 
played by all to gain an advanced post, must have 
tended greatly to depress their adversaries, and inspire 
each other with iavincible confidence: so alert were 
the whole, that no ship could get ahead of another 
which was in advance. 

Captain Foley, who led the van in the Goliath, darted Battle of 
ahead of the enemy's foremost ship, Le Guerrier;*^®^*'®* 
doubled her larboard side; and having poured in a 
destructive fire, moved on to the Conqu^rant, which 
he attacked with tremendous fury, and in ten minutes 
shot away her masts : next followed the Zealous, cap- 
tain Hood, which attacked Le Guerrier on the side 
next the shore, and in twelve minutes totally disabled 
W: the Orion, sir James Saumarez, took her station 
between two of the enemy's ships, after having by one 
hroadside sunk a frigate which dared to insult her with 
its fire : the Theseus, captain Miller, and the Audacious, 

VOL. IV. A A 
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^xiV*' ^P*^^" Gould, following these leaders, also encountered 

^ — the enemy's ships on the inside of his line, next the 

*'^^ shore : then advanced the Vanguard, carrying the heroic 
Nelson, and his no less heroic captain, Beriy, which 
anchored on the outside of the enemy's third ship, with 
six colors flying in his rigging: having veered half a 
cable, he opened a tremendous fire ; under cover of 
which, the other four ships of his division, the Mino- 
taur, Bellerophon, Defence, and Majestic, sailed on 
ahead of the admiral: in a few minutes, every man 
stationed at the first six guns, in the fore part of the 
Vanguard's deck, was killed or wounded ; and three 
times in succession did the fire of the enemy sweep 
away the seamen that served them. Captain Louis, in 
the Minotaur, nobly supported his commander; and 
anchoring ahead of the Vanguard, took oflF the fire 
of the Aquilon, the fourth in the French line : the 
Defence, captain Peyton, took her station ahead of the 
Minotaur, and engaged the Franklin, of eighty guns, 
the sixth ship of the enemy, which bore the flag of 
admiral Blanquet de' Chelard, second in command: 
thus, by the masterly seamanship of the British com- 
manders, nine of our ships were so disposed, as to bear 
on six of the enemy : the seventh in the French line 
was the admiral's ship, L'Orient, carrying 120 guns; 
which stupendous adversary was encountered by the 
Bellerophon, captain Darby; while the Majestic, cap- 
tain Westcott, irfter suflfenng much from the fire of 
L'Orient, engaged L'Heureux, the ninth ship, on the 
starboard bow; receiving, at the same tinie, the fire 
of the Tonnant, eighth in the line : the other four ships 
of the British squadron, having been detached to le- 
connoitre Alexandria previously to the discovery of 
the French, were at a considerable distance when the 
action conunenced; and the shades of night b^an to 
descend before they reached the scene of conflict: cap- 
tain Troubridge, in the Culloden, took the lead of 
these ; but increasing darkness having greatly aug- 
mented the difficulties of the navigation, that vessel 
suddenly grounded on a shoal, and could not be got 
off in time to share in the action: it was, however, 
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some satisfaction to her commanding officer, ttat his ^^j^^^- 
ship served as a beacon to the Alexander and Swift- - 
sure, which would otherwise have gone considerably 
farther in upon the reef, and been lost; but which now 
took up their stations in a manner that commanded 
general admiration. At this juncture, the Bellerophon, 
overpowered by the huge L'Orient, her lights ex- 
tinguished, and nearly 200 of her crew killed or 
wounded, with all her masts and cables shot away, was 
drifting out of the line toward the lee side of the bay, 
when the Swiftsure at first mistook her for an enemy's 
vessel, and was prepflring to fire; but captain Hallo- 
well'^ prompt judgment prevented this misfortune ; for 
his ship came up, and took her station, opening a 
steady fire on the quarter of the Franklin, and the 
bows of the French admiral : at the same instant, 
captain Ball, with the Alexander, passed under the 
stem of L'Orient, aiid anchoring within side of her 
larboard quarter, raked her, and kept up a severe fire 
of musketry on her decks : the last ship which arrived 
to complete the enemy's destruction, was the Leander, 
of fifty gims, captain Thompson; which gallantly took 
its station as a ship of the line, and in such a position 
as to rake the Franklin, whilst all his shot which 
missed that ship struck the Orient. 
' The conflict now proceeded id the darkness of the 
night ; and the only light to guide operations was 
derived from the flashes of cannon.' The first two 
ships of the French line had been dismasted within a 
Quarter of an hour from the commencement of the 
action ; and others had sufiered so severely, that vic- 
tory was already certain; its extent being the only 
question. The third, fourth, and fifth ships of the 
enemy were taken possession of at half-past eight : but 
while the battle raged in its utmost fdry, the British 
admiral received a wound on the head, from a piece of 
langridge shot, that cut a large flap of skin from the 
forehead; which, falling over hi^ only remaining eye, 
left him in total darkness. From the great effusion of 
blood, it was apprehended that the wound would be 
mortal : Nelson himself thought so ; for he desired the 

A A 2 
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CHAP, chaplain to deliver his dying remembrances to lady 

I— Nelson, and sent for captain Louis, from the Minotaur, 

^'^®* to thank him for the gallant support which the Van- 
guard had received from that ship : but the surgeon, 
after examination, pronounced the wound to be only 
superficial ; in the mean time, his place on the quarter- 
deck was ably supplied by captain Berry. The French 
admiral, Brueys, who supported the honor of his flag 
with undiminished courage, and who had been three 
times wounded without quitting his station, now 
received a shot from the Swiftsure, which nearly cut 
him in two : but he refused to be carried down below, 
and died in about a quarter of an hour on the quar- 
ter-deck of his noble ship : soon after nine o'dock, 
L'Orient appeared in flames, which spread with asto- 
nishing rapidity; and by their prodigious light, the 
situation of the hostile fleets could be distinctly seen 
from the minarets of Rosetta; a distance of fifteen 
miles. When this blaze was first discovered in the 
after part of the ship, captain Hallowell ordered aU 
the ffuns of the Swiftsure, which could be spared from 
the Franklin, as well as the whole musketry of his 
marines, to be pointed in that direction ; so that the 
French were unable to extinguish the conflagration: 
the Orient's crew, however, continued with a noble 
spirit to fire from her lower deck to the very last ; and 
at about ten o'clock, she blew up with an explosion, 
which was felt by every vessel to the very bottom of 
its keel : to this succeeded a silence not less awful ; the 
sanguinary conflict ceased on both sides ; and the first 
sound which broke that portentous stillness, was the 
splash of shattered masts and yards falling into the 
sea. Not more than about seventy of the crew could 
be saved by the English boats; and the money which 
the admiral had taken on board, as the plunder of 
Malta, amounting to £600,000, was totally lost. 

After a lapse of about ten minutes, firing recom- 
menced with the ships to the leeward bf the centre, 
and continued without intermission till three o'clock 
next morning: it then grew fainter, till about five, 
when it was resun^ed with redoubled fury; but on the 
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enemy's side this was the resistance of despair: at ^^^' 
daybreak, the Guillaume Tell, and G^n^reux, the 
enemy's rearmost ships, were the only two of the line 
that had their colors flying; and in the forenoon, these 
cut their cables, and stood out to sea, with two frigates : 
the Zealous, worthy of her name, instantly commenced 
a pursuit; but as no other ship was in a condition to 
support captain Hood, the signal for his recall was 
hoisted: the firing continued in the bay, with some 
intermission, till two in the afternoon; and then it 
intirely ceased. 

Thus ended an engagement, which will ever rank 
among the most distinguished achievements recorded 
in our naval annals : the result was, that out of a fleet 
of thirteen sail, the admiral's ship of 120 guns, and the 
Timoleon of 74, were burned ; while two 80 gun ships, 
and seven seventy -fours, were captured : of the four 
frigates, one was sunk, and another burned; this latter 
being the Artemise, commanded by M. Estandlet, one 
of the many officers, who, in those times of republi- 
canism, disgraced the French navy : for he first fired 
his broadside into the Theseus, like a coward, and 
immediately struck his colors; after which, like a 
scoundrel, ne set the ship, no longer his own, on fire, 
and escaped to shore, with his whole crew, in the 
boats. The British admiral was firmly persuaded, 
that, if he had been more amply provided with fiigates, 
all the enemy's transports and vessels in the bay would 
have shared the fate of their line : this deficiencv he 
deeply felt; and in his forcible way of expressing him- 
self, exclaimed; * Should I die at the present moment, 
the want of frigates would be found written on my 
heart.' Our list of killed and wounded amounted only 
to 895 : of the French, 3105, including those wounded, 
went on shore by cartel; while 5225 perished in the 
action; constituting a loss, during that glorious, but 
destructive night, of more than 500 human beings an 
hour ! One British captain only fell ; the brave West- 
cott, who was slain early in the action. The mind of 
Nelson, though occupied with numerous objects, after 
a victory so great, and at a moment of such seeming 
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CHAP, confiision, was not forgetful of the gratitude due to 
-the great Disposer of events: accordingly, he trans- 
mitted orders to all the captains in his fleet, which 
they read to their crews, recommending them to follow 
the example of the flag-ship, in returning thanks to 
Almighty God for having blessed Jus majesty's arms 
with victory : and the service which was performed in 
each ship, on the second of August, is said to have 
made a remarkable- impression on the minds of the 
prisoners on board. . . 

The victory was celebrated throughout England 
with every sign of exultation. His majesty conferred 
the dignity of baron only,^^ with a pension of £2000 

Eer annum, on the admiral; who was called to the 
ouse of peers bv the style and dignity of baron 
Nelson of the Nile; but the king of Naples, with a 
better discernment of merit, honored the hero as he 
deserved, by granting to him the title of Duke of 
Bronte ; to which a fine estate in Sicily was annexed: 
the grand signor also transmitted to him a superb 
diamond chelengk, or triumphal plume, taken from 
one of the imperial turbans. Captains Berry and 
Thompson received the honor of knighthood; and all 
the .commanders were presented with swords and gold 
m^als : the sultan sent also a purse of 2000 sequins, 
to be distributed among the wounded; aiid the British 
nation raised by subscription a very considerable sum 
for the. widows and children of those who fell in the 
contest. 

Nelson sent home his despatches by captain Berry, 
in the Leander, of fifty guns, conunanded hy captain 
Thompson. Unluckily, they fell in with the G6n6reux, 
jiist escaped from the battie, and were compelled to 
surrender to her great superiority of force, after a 
desperate resistance, which Nelson himself stvled 
* glorious,' and one that conferred high honor on those 
two able officers.^^ The Leander was caoried into 

" Tfaat Nelson felt this, appears from a letter addressed by him to his esteemed 
friend, sir Edward Berry ; where he says, — ' As to our honors, it is a prcwf, how 
much more a battle fought near England is prised, than one fouffht at a grett 
distance/ An excuse was made, that he was not a commander-in-chief. 

" See a letter in the United Service Journal, No. wx. p. 509. 
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Corfu, after ofSicers and men had been plundered of all 9^,^- 

they possessed, even to their clothes, and otherwise ^— 

treated in the most illiberal manner : such generally is *^^®' 
republican magnanimity. 

The political effects of the late action were instan- Political 
taneous and surprising; the antagonists of France the uttie 
shook off their despondency, and a new spirit seemed o^*^® ^'^^' 
to animate their councils. The British government, 
anticipating these sentiments, entertained hopes of 
reviving a coalition, for which many circumstances 
were favorable: the Austrians in fact regarded the 
treaty of Campo Formio merely as an armed truce, 
convenient for making preparations to renew the 
combat, and to recover lost advantages. The con- 
gress at Radstadt had proceeded very slowly in ad- 
justing differences between the French republic and 
the princes of the empire ; while various causes of 
dissent were either found or. made : Russia had hitherto 
done little more than lend her name to the confe- 
deracy; and when, after the secession of Prussia, the 
czarina was preparing to act in reality, she was sud- 
denly arrested by the hand of death: her successor, 
though weiak in intellect, had high notions of here- 
ditary power; and resenting deeply the expulsion of 
the Bourbon family from their legitimate authority, 
he determined lo attempt their restoration; which 
appeared an easier task after the splendid victory of 
the Nile : the Turks also, indignant at the invasion of 
Egypt, manifested a determination to combine with 
the opponents of France. Our ministers, who were 
not slow in discovering these sentiments, endeavored 
to form a coalition more powerful than that which 
had just been broken np : nor did they confine their 
views to European powers; having strong hopes of 
drawing the United States also into the confederacy. 

In 1797 many captures of American vessels had French dis- 
been made by French cruisers ; and a farther decree Ameri^li!* 
on this subject was issued by the directory in January 
this year; declaring, *that all ships having cargoes 
wholly or in part of English merchandise, should be 
deemed lawful prizes, whoever might be the pro- 
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^XL^' prietors; such being considered contraband, from the 
- single circumstance of its coming from England or 
any of her settlements/ It also enacted that French 
harbors should be shut against all ships, except those 
in distress, which had even touched at an English 
port ; and that neutral sailors, found on board English 
vessels, should be condemned to death.^* The Ame- 
ricans, harassed by these proceedings, instructed their 
envoy to take measures for restoring harmony ; but 
he was refused an audience by the directory, who, 
imputing this desire to fear, attempted to make a gain 
of it, by intimating, that if a treaty was to be re- 
newed, the United States must advance a large sum 
for such a favour: but though the Americans were 
still anixous to avoid a rupture, which must neces- 
sarily be injurious to their conunerce, this demand, 
striking at the very root of their independence, 
impelled them to make a struggle for their rights, 
while they had all Europe on their side; and as the 
French continued to demand a loan, capture their 
vessels, and use the most insulting language, congress 
at length granted letters of marque to individuals, 
took measures for establishing a powerful navy, and 
conferred the command of their army on Washington: 
the spirit of that veteran was roused by the insults 
offered to his country; he consented to lay aside all 
considerations of age or ease; and to lead bis warriors 
once more to the tented field, provided he should not 
be called on to act until his presence was indispen- 
sable. At this period the destruction of the French 
fleet at Alexandria diffused joy over the Union; sti- 
mulating all against a government which appeared to 
be the disturber of social order, and inclining them to 
co-operate with an European confederacy that strove 
to curb its powers of mischief. 

Amid the signal successes of Great Britain this year 
against foreign and domestic foes, she experienced one 
disappointment. An expedition was fitted out for 
the purpose of seizing ships and stores in Ostend, and 

" The execution of this clause was prevented by a threat of retaliation on tbe 
part of Great Britain. 
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blowing up the sluices of the Bruges canal, in order ^5A7' 

to stop the internal intercourse that was kept up '- — 

between Holland, Flanders, and France: the arma- 
ment sailed on the eighteenth of May under captain 
Home Popham and major-general Coote; and was 
successful in its first effort to demolish the sluice^ 
gates, and effect an explosion, which greatly damaged 
the basin : but when the soldiers wished to return on 
shipboard, they found a retreat impracticable, on 
account of wind and surf ; and were therefore com- 
pelled to surrender. A small armament was also 
despatched against Minorca, under admiral Duckworth 
and general Stuart, which succeeded in taking the 
island without loss : in St. Domingo, however, disease 
made such havoc among our troops, that general 
Maitland was instructed to surrender Port-au-Prince 
and St. Marc to Toussaint L'Ouverture, a negro 
commander, who had almost annihilated French do- 
minion in that island; and before the end of the year 
every other post was evacuated. 

In the course of this year, sir Edward Pellew's 
squadron took fifteen cruisers ; and the circumstances 
connected with one of these. La Vaillante, national 
corvette, were of more than common interest. She 
was bound to Cayenne, with prisoners : among whom 
were twenty-five priests, who had been condemned^ . 
for adherence to their principles, to perish in that 
unhealthy colony; also among the passengers were 
the wife and family of a banished deputy, M. Rovfere, 
who had obtained permission to join him, and were 
going out with all they possessed, amounting to about 
£3000. The unfortunate prisoners were at once 
restored to liberty and comfort ; and, when set on 
shore, were liberally supplied by sir Edward with 
means for their present sustenance : nor did that 
noble-hearted man fail to restore the whole of her 
property to the disconsolate wife; paying firom his 
own purse the proportion which was due to his crew : 
to the commander of the prize he would not show 
those attentions which an ofiicer in such a situation 
expects, until he had first ascertained that the severe 
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^XLL * ^^^ unnecessary restraint to which his prisoners had 

been subjected, (for they were found chained toge- 

*^^^ ther) was the consequence of express orders from the 
French government.^* 
Meeting of Parliament met on the twentieth of November, at 
par lament ^ ^^^ when pubUc discoutcut had been silenced by 
our maritime glory, and the power of government had 
been strenffthenea by the overthrow of rebellion in 
Ireland. His. majesty's speech having bestowed a just 
tribute of applause on our naval heroes, expressed a 
hope that our successes would inspirit other powers to 
exert themselves for the deliverance of Europe : he enter- 
tained great expectations from the example of Russia 
and Turkey; which nnust afford much encouragement 
to all states .struggling under the yoke of France, to 
adopt that vigorous conduct which their security and 
honor demanded. The supreme objects of parlia 
mentary consideration were financial propositions 
with measures for internal defence, for invigorating 
the European confederacy now forming, and for 
effecting a permanent union between Great Britain 
and Ireland : the numbers demanded for our army 
and navy were somewhat greater than those of last 
year : the necessary supplies were stated as amounting 
to about £30,000,000; toward which the usual ways 
and means would produce £6,100,000: it remained 
then to be considered how the deficiency should be 
raised: and here two leading principles presented 
themselves ; either to provide the whole by a loan, on 
the old system; or to raise a considerable portion 
within the year, according to the plan adopted last 
session. Mr. Pitt then proceeded to unfold his new 
Income tax sohcme of finance : as the assessed taxes, from the 
"" ^^^ number of modifications, had failed in their expected 
produce, he proposed, in lieu of them, to impose a 
direct tax on income ; requiring a tenth from incomes 
of £200 and upwards, with a modified scale for ail 
.between £60 and that sum ; the return to be made by 
the person assessed, subject to inspection by a sur- 
veyor, who should lay before certain commissioners 

14 See Life of Lord Exmouth, p. 178. 
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any grounds of doubt as to its fiaimess : the national ^^^^' 
income, with one-fifth deducted for modifications, he - 
calculated at £102,000,000; on which a tax of ten 
per cent, would produce £10,000,000 per annum. To 
this proposition many and strong objections were 
urged 2 it was reprobated as involving the revolution- 
ary principle, that all property belongs to the state; 
as leading to very inconvenient disclosures of property, 
especially in the case of commetcial men : £200, it 
was said, was too low a rate to admit a subtraction 
of one-tenth ; and the gradation ought to reach at least 
£500, to be compensated by increased deductions 
from larger incomes. With still greater justice it was 
asserted that the sources of income ought to be con- 
sidered; that persons deriving a revenue from pro- 
fessional skill or personal industry, and seeking to make 
a provision for their families, ought not to pay in the 
same proportion as landed and monied capitalists, who 
were already secured against want, and on whose 
property, especially if inherited, the laws of society 
have large claims. 

The unfair nature of this assessment could only be 
equalled by the imfaimess of the arguments with 
which it was supported : the minister contended, that 
if two persons had each an income of £500, one of 
whom derived it from land and the other from his 
own industry, they ought both to be taxed equally at 
£50; for to complain of this inequality, was to com- 
plain of the distribution of property ; it was to com- 
plain of the constitution of society ! The consequence 
of this tax, he said, would be to all alike ; and whoever 
contributed a tenth of his income under the bill, 
would have a tenth less to spend, to save, or to accu*- 
niulate: the house divided; for the farther considera- 
tion of the report 183, against it 17. After under- 
going several amendments, the bill passed into a law 
on the eighteenth of March, 1799, the fifth of April 
being the day fixed on for making the returns. From 
the facility of collection and of augmentation, such a 
tax as this must always be acceptable to government : 
why then, it may be said, should it not always be 



364 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

^xll' ^opt^; especially if the principle of an income tax 
— — — be equitably adjusted on a graduated scale? An 
answer to this is, that every nation should encourage 
the accumulation of wealth or capital; for which pur- 
pose, government ought, as far as possible, to defray 
its expenses out of that part of the national income 
which is to be spent, not out of that which is meant to 
be accumulated : in the present instance, however, the 
exigences of the state were more important than the 
preservation of such a principle ; and the fictitious pros- 
perity of the country, raised by paper currency and the 
augmentation of commerce, caused the evil to be but 
slightly felt : besides, it was considered strictly as a 
war tax; and there was little to complain of, except 
the inequality of the assessment, and the consequent 
injustice done to individuals. 
Treaty with Q^ the eighteenth of December, a provisional treaty 
was concluded between Great Britain and Russia; the 
general object of which was to concert such measures 
as might contribute most efficaciously to oppose the 
progress of French power ; for which purpose his 
Britannic majesty engaged to furnish pecuniary means, 
to be paid monthly, and amounting in the whole to 
£1,125,000. 

In a motion made by Mr. Tiemey, stating * that it 
was the duty of ministers to advise nis majesty, in the 
present crisis, against entering into engagements which 
might prevent or impede negotiations for peace with 
the French republic,' Mr. Canning charmed the house 
by his eloquence, and inspired the country at large 
with admiration of his talents, while he entered into a 
full investigation of our foreign policy ; vindicating the 
treaties and alliances already made, and preparing the 
public mind for those measures which were now 
meditated by the British cabinet. * It is justly con- 
tended,' he said, * that the deliverance of Europe can- 
not be effected by our exertions alone ; and that unless 
other powers are sincerely disposed to co-operate, we 
are setting out on a romantic and absurd enterprise, 
which we have no chance of accomplishing, no duty or 
call to undertake. I perfectly agree, that if other 
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powers be not disposed to co-operate, we have no ^^^^^' 
chance of success; but I cannot help asking, at the 
same time, if there be no such disposition on the part 
of other powers, where is the use, or what is the neces- 
sity, of the honorable gentleman's motion? Why need 
parliament interfere to prevent his majesty's ministers 
from taking advantage of dispositions which do not 
exist, and from accepting co-operation which will not 
be offered? but if the powers of Europe, or any of 
them, be ready to do their part toward the common 
salvation, and want only our countenance and en- 
couragement to begin; if the train be laid; if the 
sparks of resentment, which the aggressions of France! 
have kindled in every nation throughout Europe, 
want but our breath to blow them into a conflagra-, 
tion ; — ^is it the dictate of our duty, our interest, or 
our feelings, to save France from destruction, and by 
a coarse and hasty proceeding, like that now recom- 
mended, to throw a wet blanket on the flames?' He 
then proceeded to show how an alliance with Russia 
and Turkey might enable us to sweep from the Medi- 
terranean the scattered remnants of that piratical 
armament, the naval force of which had been so sig- 
nally destroyed; and how the probable accession of 
other allies might wrest the Netherlands and Italy 
from the conqueror's grasp : he dilated on the glorious 
successes of the British arms; and reminded all who 
heard him, that they had concurred in an address to 
the throne, expressing a hearty hope that the opening, 
afforded by those successes, might lead to a general 
deliverance of Europe; and pledging themselves, in 
no equivocal manner, to assist with their voices and 
counsel in the prosecution of so important an object. 
He opposed the motion, as calculated to carry dismay 
and terror throughout Europe, while it administered 
hope, power, and confidence to France. 

Mr. Pitt also eloquently displayed the favorable 
prospects of another coalition; but he unfortmiately 
Warded a glowing eulogy on the character of the 
prince who now swayed the Russian sceptre; dilating 
on the magnanimity of Paul! his zeal for religion I his 
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^xhi' ^^^^ o{ justice and social order I whence might be infer- 

■ '— red his consistency and fidelity in his political engage- 

*^^®' ments. This brilliant picture of combined virtues 
made a powerful impression on the house; and on the 
security offered by the pious, honorable, and conscien- 
tious character of a madman, the sums required were 
voted: three millions qiore also were granted to his 
majesty for making good such other engagements as 
he might contract; and no long period elapsed, before 
a new combination was formed against the republic; 
in extent far greater than the former, but from that 
very circumstance liable to be proportionally checked 
in its operations. The first approach to this coalition 
was a declaration of war «,gainst France by the Porte, 
dissolving the oldest bond of amity in Europe : a more 
important advance was a treaty between Russia and 
England; though the former of those two powers had 
already contracted an alliance with Naples and Turkey: 
with Sicily England formed an alliance on the first of 
December ; and with the Ottoman Porte on the fifteenth 
of January, 1799 : on the twenty-first, Naples and 
Turkey also signed a treaty of union : the duration of 
these alliances was fixed for eight years : their condi- 
tions were, generally, a mutual guarantee of all posses- 
sions; including Egypt, in the case of the Porte; a 
common prosecution and termination of the war; the 
closing of all harbors, especially those in the Mediter- 
ranean, against French ships; with British subsidies 
to Russia and other states. But it was the accession 
of both, or at least one, of the leading powers in 
Germany, which could alone open the road to active 
operations : the obstruction, however, to the course of 
affairs at Radstadt, occasioned by the attacks on Rome 
and Switzerland, and the expedition to Egypt, is well 
as the increasing differences between the republic and 
Austria, left little room for doubt that this latter 
power might be gained; although Prussia, thinking to 
steer safely in the storm between Scylla and Charyb- 
dis, persisted in her neutralily: after fruitless nego- 
tiations at Selz, Austria began to contract closer 
relations with Russia and England, conceding to the 
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former state the mediation with Prussia respecting 95/l^- 
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fiiture indemnifications : the advance of a Ku&siah 
army through the Austrian territories in December, 
gave clearer demonstration of. her sentiments; and" 
caused the French ambassador to issue a declaration on 
the second of January, 1799. 

Italy, as usual, was destined to be the grand scene r*JJP*'srn 
of action, to which all these negotiations tended; and 
on the plains of that devoted country the first skirmishes 
took place. After the erection of the Cisalpine and 
Ligurian republics, the democratic party became more 
widely spread, and caused in Rome itself the subver- 
sion of its government ; on the tenth of February, that 
ancient capital of the world was occupied by li'rench 
troops, in consequence of a popular insurrection ; a 
Eoman republic was proclaimed on the fifteenth; and 
on the twentieth, Pius VI., eighty years old, was 
carried off, with several cardinals, into exile: then it 
was that the liberation of the ecclesiastical states was 
undertaken by the weakest and most profligate court- 
m Europe. * The condition of Naples,' says Mr. Southey,^^ 
' may be described i^ few words : the king was one of 
the Spanish Bourbons; and as the Caesars have shown- 
us to what wickedness the moral nature of princes 
may be perverted; so in this family the degradation 
to which their intellect can be reduced has been not. 
less conspicuously evinced : Ferdinand, like the rest of 
his race, cared only for field sports; while his queen 
had all the vices of the house of. Austria, with little 
to mitigate, floid nothing to ennoble them: provided 
she could have her pleasures,, and the king his sports, 
they cared not how -the revenue was raised olr admi^ 
mistered. Of course) a system of fevoritism existed;' 
and the vilesit arid most impudent corrtiption preVaUed 
in every department of the state and every branch of* 
administration.' A sense of better' things, says the 
same excellent author, was kept alive in some of the- 
Neapolitans by literature, and their intercourse with 
happier countries : these persons naturally looked to 
France at the commencement of the revolution ; and 

" Life of Nelson. 
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^XLi"' ^^^S ^ ^'^ horrors, still cherished a hope, that bv 
aid of that country, they might be enabled to establish 
a better order of i^airs in their own : mistaken as they 
were in supposing that the true principles of liberty 
would ever be supported by France, they were right in 
believing that no government could be worse than 
their own; therefore they considered any change as 
desirable; and though many of the nobles and men of 
desperate fortunes desired revolution only to enrich 
themselves in the scramble, and on that account sold 
themselves to the French, some enlightened men joined 
in the same cause from nobler motives: but all were 
confounded by a corrupt, profligate court under the 
name of jacobms; and it is worthy of remark, as Mr. 
Southey has observed, that many of the continental 
jacobins were regarded by the English with far more 
hatred than they deserved: *they were all classed 
with Marat and Hebert; whereas they deserved rather 
to be ranked, if not with Locke, Sidney, and Russell, 
at least with Argyle, Monmouth, and those, who, 
having the same object as the prime movers of our 
own revolution, failed in their premature, but not 
unworthy attempts. No circumstances could be more 
unfavorable to the best interests of Europe, than those 
which placed England in strict alliance with the'super- 
annuated and abominable governments of the continent : 
the subjects of those governments, who wished for 
freedom, thus became enemies to England, and dupes 
or agents to France : they looked to their own grind- 
ing grievances; and did not see the danger with which 
the liberties of the world were threatened; while 
England saw the danger in its true magnitude, but 
was blind to those grievances ; and found nerself com- 
pelled to support systems, which had formerly been 
equally the object of her abhorrence and contempt.' 
With such materials, can it be surprising that coalitions 
Med? 

On the twenty-second of November, king Ferdinand 
put his army in motion against the French, having 
placed general Mack at its head, concerning whom, 
the only doubt now existing is, whether he was a 
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coward or a traitor: at that time he was extolled as ^^u^' 

a hero, to whom Europe might look for deliverance.^® — 

On the twenty-ninth, this redoubtable commander *^^®* 
succeeded m making himself master of the Roman 
capital; while 5000 troops, conveyed by British ships, 
made an entrance into Leghorn: the success, how- 
ever, was of short duration; for on the fifteenth of 
December, the Neapolitan troops suffered a signal 
defeat at Civita Castellana; which disaster was fol- 
lowed by the immediate evacuation of Rome, where 
they had made themselves much more hated by all 
parties than the French had been. After a series of 
defeats during a continued retreat, in which tents, 
baggage, and ammunition were all left behind, Ferdi- 
nand IV. was obliged to take reftige in disguise on 
board the British fleet; which immediately transferred 
him, with his family and treasures, to Palermo. 
Mack, under pretext of taking shelter from the fury 
of the lazzaroni^ fled to the French general Cham- 
pionet, who, after two days of hard fighting in the 
streets against that extraordinary body of men, ob- 
tained complete possession of Naples about the middle 
of January : the king of Sardinia, in the mean time, 
finding it impossible longer to endure the insults and 
exactions of France, resigned his continental territo- 
ries, and sailed under British protection to his insular 
capital: Tuscany also was soon occupied by French 
troops; but the important island of Sicily was pre- 
served from their domination chiefly by the energy of 
Nelson; with whom sir Charles Stuart strenuously 
co-operated, hastening from Minorca with 1000 men 
to assist him in measures of defence. Such was the 
state of our foreign relations at the opening of the 
year 1799. 

The British ministers were not occupied solely Union with 
about schemes of external operation; since plans c^sWered. 

** At a roTiew of his armv before Nelson, he so directed the operations of a 
mock fight, that by an unlucky blunder his own troops were surrounded, instead 
of those of his adversary ; on which the British admiral exclaimed with bitterness, 
' that the fellow did not understand his business \\ he was confirmed in this opinion, 
when told that general Mack could not move without five carriages.— Southey Is 
Life. 
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^XLi' '^specting the better management of our sister kmg- 
dom deeply engaged their attention : no true patriot 
could help wishing that the inhabitants of Ireland 
might attain to the same habits, manners, and im- 
provements, which had made England the envy of 
Europe ; and by what means could he hope to accom- 
plish that purpose so effectually, as by combining the 
two governments, and binding up all their interests 
and concerns in a common union? Even supposing 
there were no other reasons which rendered such a 
junction desirable, the state of the continent seemed 
to dictate its policy at this period. France was pro- 
ceeding to incorporate various small states into her 
huge mass, extending at the same time her prmciples 
and intrigues into every comer of Europe : in pro- 
portion as the power of that country increased, so 
ought the strength of her only real antagonist to be 
augmented; and if any particular part of the Britbh 
empire had become open to the attacks of France, or 
of its republican friends in England, such an avenue 
of disunion ought immediately to be closed. On these 
accounts the union of Englahd and Ireland was a 
favorite measure with Mr. ritt; and that it was one 
of sound policy, few will venture to deny : in order, 
however, not to take the nation by surprise, a 
pamphlet was published, under ministerial auspices, 
by the under secretary; Mr. Cooke, styled* — ^'Argu- 
ments for and against a Union between Great Britain 
and Ireland considered.' Thus the question was 
fairly brought before the public ; and as it was sup- 
posed, that ministers thus declared their sentiments in 
favor of the measure, a vehement controversy arose; 
in the course of which, beside arguments in the news- 

fiapers, no less than thirty pamphlets issued from the 
riish press before the end of the current year: coun- 
ties^ cities, and boroughs loudly dedared their senti- 
ments, generally adverse to the plan; especially the 
city of Dublin, which apprehended great injury from 
the withdrawal of so liarge a multitude as was col- 
lected within its walls during the sitting of parlia- 
ment: the lawyers almost universally opposed the 
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measure ; which they condemned at a public meeting, ^^j^* 

*as a dangerous innovation:' it was, however, dan- '- — 

gerous only to their private interests; since numbers ^^^^' 
of them got into the Irish house of commons, and 
raised themselves to notice by political contests : such 
opportunities they would lose by the removal of the 
parliament to England, on account of their obligation 
to attend the Irish courts. Few proceedings, however, 
are entitled to more attention than those of the Irish 
parliament; and these will come before us in the 
regular course of our narrative. 
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CHAPTER XLII. 

GEORGE III. (continued).— 1799. 

Committee of secresy ; new bill of restriction and otber regulatioos 
— His majesty's message to parliament respecting a union with 
Ireland — Discussion, and address carried — The subject intro- 
duced into the Irish legislature, &c. — Government inflaeDce 
used in favor of it, &c. — Renewal of the subject in the British 
parliament — Mr. Pitt*s resolutions as a basis of the measure- 
Conference between the two houses — Debates in the lord*—. 
Speech of the lord-lieutenant at the prorogation of the Iri&h 
parliament — Supplementary militia — Mr. Wilberforce's annual 
motion — Parliament prorogued — King's speech — Affairs of India 
— Lord Teignmouth's policy — ^Administration of the marquis of 
Wellesley — Efforts of the new coalition in Europe — French sys- 
tem of attack — Operations in Germany under Jourdan, who is 
defeated — Massena takes the command — Operations in Italy and 
Switzerland — Events in Naples and Rome— Joint British and 
Russian expedition to Holland — Capture of Surinam — Exploits 
of the British navy — Bonaparte's conduct in Egypt — His flight 
to France, and establishment of a new government — Meeting of 
the British parliament ; supplies, militia bill, &c — State of the 
public mind inclined toward peace — Correspondence on this 
subject between Napoleon and the British government. 

Pariia- The suppression of Jacobinical principles at home 
guiaticraT' l^^g considered equsJlv necessary with the prosecu- 
tion of foreign war, the report of a committee of 
secresy, appointed to inquire into the proceedings of 
British and Irish associations, led to a new bill of 
restriction : that conunittee imputed the mutiny of the 
fleet, and other evils, to these dangerous combinations, 
which held close conununication with the French 
republic; and they gave it as their opinion, that an 
insurrection of a very alarming nature was medi- 
tated in London at the period of the Irish rebellion, 
which was only prevented by the seizure of certain 
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leaders, and the timidity of others. Following the ^^AT' 

advice given by the framers of this report, Mr. Pitt 

proposed, that his majesty should be empowered to ^^^' 
transfer to any eligible place within the realm, persons 
detained on suspicion of treasonable practices, in order 
to prevent that facility of organisation and conspiracy, 
which the metropolis and other large towns afforded: 
he also advised that such societies should be declared 
illegal; those who continued members of them being 
subjected to fine or imprisonment, and in aggrtivated 
cases to transportation : debating clubs also were put 
under strict regulations ; and to prevent the propaga- 
tion of sedition through the . press, the names of 
printers were required to be affixed to every publica- 
tion. This bill, though strenuously opposed, was 
carried by large majorities : not long before, his 
majesty had strongly marked his displeasure against 
one of the most eminent politicians of the day, whose 
conduct was considered as affording encouragement to 
sedition among the lower orders : at a board of privy 
council on the twenty-fifth of May, when the clerk 
produced the list of counsellors, the king took his pen, 
and drawing it across the name of Charles James Fox, 
returned the book without any comment.^ 

On the twenty-second of January a message was Discussions 
received from his majesty, relative to the important JlUjon^'with 
measure of a legislative union between Great Britain Ireland 
and Ireland, as an effectual method for defeating the 
design of our enemies to effect a separation of the two 
kingdoms; and for consolidating the power and 
resources of the British empire : this message was next 
day discussed in the commons ; when Mr. Dundas . 
moved and carried an address, importing that the 
house would proceed, with all due despatch, to a 
consideration of the several interests submitted to their 
attention. In the ensuing debates, no one more 
strenuously denied the justice and policy of the pro- 
posed union than Mr. Sheridan : he was answered in a 

* This act of his majesty was attributed to a toast which Mr. Fox had given at 
t|^e whig.club, — • The sovereignty of the people of Great Britain.* The name of 
Henry G rattan was soon afterwards erased, in consequence of the part he took in 
the tumultuous proceedings in Ireland. 
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CHAP, masterly speech by Mr. Canning; who, arguing the 

question on genenul principles, arrived at the condu^ 

^^^* sion to which they naturally conducted, him: 'the 
object of the proposition,' he said, * was most important : 
it waa not the making of a provincial regulation; not 
the adjusting of an internal difference; not the 
arrangem^it of a plan for balancing parties : the 
object was nothing less than to secure Ireland to us 
and to herself, and thereby to promote the happiness 
and safety of the whole empire:' for the gener^ opi- 
nion of the protestant party regarding tins measure, 
he appealed to the ingenious work of t)r. Duigenan, 
in answer to Grattan. 'That gentleman,' said Mr. 
Canning, ' is well known to be decidedly hostile to 
the pretensions of the catholics; he insists on the 
necessity of their continued exclusion from a share in 
the legislature, or in the great offices of state; but he 
confesses that the necessity of exclusion would be 
done away with by the adoption of some plan similar 
to that proposed in his majesty's message: he states it 
as an unavoidable alternative, either that a plan of 
union be adopted, or some oilier method devised for 
the fortification of protestant ascendency : such a forti- 
fication Dr. Duigenan would fain build on the re-enact- 
ment of the popery code ; but he admits this, to he 
unnecessary in case of a union between the two coun- 
tries. Ask now the other, the catholic party; and 
what is their answer? Why, let us have a union, or a 
continued struggle for that which you have hitherto 
denied us, ^ repeal of the remaining part of the penal 
code : in adopting the amendment of my honorable 
friend, and refusing to go into a consideration of the 
address, the house would put an end to the only great 
and comprehensive view which it has ever taken of the 
affairs of Ireland: the plans hitherto proposed respect- 
ing that country, except in the case of the Irish pro- 
positions, have generally been to answer some imme- 
diate purpose; to catch at a little popularity, by 
decrying one party and extolling another; and by 
echoing in this country the distractions and disturb- 
ances of that, whenever it has so happened that our 
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own affairs have furnished no immediate gtx)und for ^^f ' 
popular declamation.' - ' 

The same day on which his majesty's message was 
delivered to the British senate, the session of the Irish 
parliament commenced ; and the lord lieutenant 
brought the subject of a union regularly before it, by 
a recommendation similar to that laid before the other 
legislature. In the house of lords the address, a{)- 
proving such a measure was carried by a large majority ; 
but in the commons it was opposed with great 
acrimony, and even with menaces of an armed resist- 
ance. During the course of this session, the subject 
was variously discussed ; but, though the unionists were 
foiled in some questions, with the advance of time 
they obtained a small majority : it was not, however 
attempted to bring the matter to a final discussion at 
this time: meanwhile agents actively exerted them- 
selves in tampering with members: mducing many 
strong opposers of the measure to vacate their seats, 
that others more pliable might be elected in their room ; 
and not only during the session, but after its conclu- 
sion, government exerted its whole influence, lavishing 
the public money on all sides, and entering into nume- 
rous engagements, for the purpose of making prose- 
lytes. The opponents of the union also were active, 
but they were not supplied with the same powerful 
means: the populace of Dublin were violent against 
this measure, and expressed unbounded exultation when 
ministers were defeated in the house of conimons : the 
enthusiasm of the capital, however, did not extend to 
the nation at large; the weight of the landed interest 
was in favor of the plan; while Cork, the second city 
in the kingdom, and most of the commercial towns, 
though greatly agitated and divided, took in general a 
proper view of its utility. 

On the thirty-first of January the subject was again 
brought under consideration in the British parliament 
by Mr. Pitt; who, after expressing disa;ppointment at 
proceedings in the Irish legislature, and eloquently 
expatiating on the necessity of a more intimate con* 
nexion between the two countries, proceeded to lay 
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^XLU ^^^'^^ certain resolutions for the basis of such a mea- 
—1— sure : these were, that the two islands shall be united 
"^* into one kingdom, by the name of the United Eangdom 
of Great Bntain and Ireland; that the succession to 
the crown shall be limited and settled as at present; 
that the united realm shall be represented by one 
common parliament, in which a certain number of 
lords and commons, hereafter to be defined, shall 
have a seat for Ireland ; that the churches of England 
and Ireland be preserved as now by law established; 
that the king's Irish subjects be intitled to the same 
privileges, in point of trade and navigation, as his 
British subjects, under certain regulations, relative to 
equality of duties, &c. ; that the charge for payment 
of the mterest of the debt of each kingdom, before the 
union, shall continue to be paid by Great Britain and 
Ireland separately; but that the future ordinary ex- 
penses of the united kingdoms shall be defrayed by 
them jointly, according to proportions to be settled by 
the parliament of each country before the union takes 
place ; that all laws in force at the time of such union, 
and all the courts, civil or ecclesiastical, shall remain 
as now established, subject only to such alterations 
as circumstances may recommend to the united 
parliament. 

The house divided on the question of the speaker's 
leaving the chair; ayes 140; noes 15; and after some 
farther debates, Mr. Pitt's propositions were carried 
by large majorities : on the fourteenth of February the 
report of the conunittee was brought up; when it was 
ordered, that a message be sent to the lords, requesting 
a conference concerning the best means of per- 
petuating and improving the connexion between the 
two kingdoms. 

The proposed conference accordingly took place; 
and ou the nineteenth of March lord Grenville moved, 
' that the upper house do agree to the resolutions then 
submitted to its consideration by the commons ;' which 
motion, though strenuously opposed, was carried with- 
out a division. On the eleventh of April, his lordship 
moved an address to the throne, which was supported 
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by the bishop of Llandaff, in one of the ablest speeches ^i[' 
ever heard within that house.^ * If,' said he, * I were to — " - 
express my sentiments regarding the utility of this ^ ^' 
measure in few words, I would say, that it will enrich 
Ireland; that it will not impoverish Great Britain; 
but that it will render the empire, as to defence, the 
strongest empire in Europe.' Whether the Roman 
catholics, being a great majority of the people, had a 
right to some ecclesiastical establishment, and to the 
removal of aU civil disabilities, was considered by the 
learned prelate as a very perplexing question ; especially 
as the property, by which such establishment must be 
maintained, was principally in the hands of a small 
minority, to whom no direct and immediate benefit 
would accrue from it. * Whenever,' said he, *this 
question is agitated, (and the sooner perhaps it is 
agitated and settled, the better) I hope it will be re- 
membered, that nothing can be expedient which is not 
just and lawful; but that many things may be right, 
just, and lawful, which may not, politically speaking, 
be expedient to be done.' Another question he con- 
sidered of so difficult a nature, that the prospective 
wisdom of the most consummate statesman could not 
decide on it with any certainty : this was, whether our 
constitution would or would not undergo some change ; 
and if any, what change, from the introduction of Irish 
members into the two houses of parliament? After 
detailing and commenting on the different opinions 
held in Ireland itself respecting the measure, he pro- 
ceeded with the following observations : — 

' I foresee, with great satisfaction, the time, when, 
if this union takes place, the whole state of Ireland 
will be changed : the overflow of British capital wiU, 
at a peace, instead of finding its way to France or 
America, settle there: it will, in time, convert the 
bogs of that country into corn-fields ; it will cover its 
barren mountains with forests; it will dig its mines, 
cut its canals, erect its fabrics, explore new channels 
of commerce, and improve the old ones; in a word, 

' It was so characterised by bishop Horslejc, a political opponent of Dr. Watson. 
-~See autobiography of the latter, p. 326. 
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^^f' ^y suppljHug labor, it will render the people indtts- 

— trious, enlightened, contented, and happy. I, my lords, 

"^' shall not hve to see the effects of this measure; for 
great objects do not attain to their fiill perfection at 
6nce : but our posterity will see them, and will have 
cause to bless the enlarged policy of two legislatures, 
which, rising superior to petty jealousies, and sacri- 
ficing partial interests on the altar of g^ieral safety, 
have coalesced into one, for the benefit of both.' 

The motion was carried without a division, though 
a protest was signed by the lords Holland, Thanet, 
and King: a committee was then named, consistmg 
of lords Grenville, Minto, and Auckland, with the 
bishop of Llandaff, to draw up an address, in which 
the commons, at a second conference next day, were 
invited to join ; and this proposal being agreed to, it 
was presented to his majesty in the most solemn 
manner, as the united address of both houses of par- 
liament. 

In Ireland all farther consideration of the bill was 
postponed to the first of August : it was, however, 
manifest that the court was determined to persevere; 
and the lord lieutenant, at the termination of the ses- 
sion, announced to the Irish legislature the resolu- 
tions and address which had been carried by that of 
Great Britain : he also declared, that his majesty, as 
the common father of his people, must look forward 
with earnest anxiety to the moment when his sub- 
jects in both kingdoms should be inseparably united 
in the full enjoyment of the blessings of a free con- 
stitution. 

Though there was now very little ground for appre- 
hending an invasion, and the measures adopted re- 
specting Ireland tended to prevent the recurrence of 
rebellion; yet vigilance was still considered necessary: 
the supplementary militia, therefore, was continued on 
the same footing as before. Mr. Wilberforce did not 
forget his annusi motion for an abolition of the slave 
trade ; but it had, this session, to encounter additional 
opposition, arising from the existence of a negro army 
in San Domingo, and from the efforts made to propa- 
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• gate democratical principles through the West Indian ^^^ ' 

islands. On the twelfth of July parliament was pro- 

rogued; when his majesty declared that the decision ^^^* 

^ and energy of his ally, the emperor of Russia, and 

the intimate union established between them, would 

enable him to employ advantageously the powerful 

' means entrusted to him, for establishing the safety 

^ and honor of this country, as well as the independence 

of Europe: he adverted also with satisfaction to the 

restored tranquillity of Ireland, and its fixture security, 

which could only be ensured by a perfect union. 

' Our contest with the French republic was not con- Affairs of 

' fined to Europe : the grand object of the Egyptian ^^^^ 

'■ expedition had been to strike a blow at the conamercial 

prosperity of Great Britain ; and among various mea- 

^ sures suggested for this purpose, none seemed more 

promising than the formation of alliances with the 

native powers of India. The intercourse with Tippoo 

Saib, during the administration of sir John Shore, 

i who succeeded lord Comwallis, was bounded by the 

* execution of the treaty of Seringapatam : when his 
^ sons were restored, on its fiilfilment in March, 1794, 
: the officer who conducted them was authorised to make 
*■ overtures toward a more amicable connexion ; but on 
: this occasion Tippoo disdained to practice hypocrisy, 
i and received the proposition with studied coolness. 
f The only other events which demand notice, beside 

the reduction of the Dutch settlements, are the death 
t of Mohammed Ali, the old nabob of Arcot, in 1795; 
i and that of Asuph u Dowla, vizir of Oude, in 1797; 
when his son, who was suspected to be spurious, was 
( dethroned; and Saadut Ali, his uncle, ascended the 
1 musnud. In the beginning of 1798, the govemor- 
i general, who had been raised to the peerage by the 
I title of lord Teignmouth, set sail for England, and 
! was succeeded by the earl of Momington, afterwards 

created marquis Wellesley. 
! At this period Tippoo Sultan, whose spirit of hos- J xf ^*Jo 
tility remained unabated, had recruited his forces, and SuitaSr^ 
continued active in his intrigues with the French, the 
Mahrattas, and a party, discontented with the English, 
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^^Af' at the court of Hyderabad : the nizam, reduced in 
strength and reputation, no longer placed the same 
confidence as formerly in our government; but being 
disappointed in hopes which he had been led to enter- 
tain by lord Comwallis, had thrown himseK into the 
hands of a French faction highly dangerous to our 
government. The power of Dowlut Kow Sindia had 
arrived at an alarming height, being acknowleged 
paramount over almost all the Mahratta territories : it 
had completely annihilated the independence of the 
peishwah's government, who exercised only a nominal 
rule in Poonah, under one of Sindia's officers ; and thus 
the strength and resources of that state also became 
adversQto the English. Several opportunities had been 
omitted of checking the growth of Sindia's enormous 
power; but the system of neutral policy, prescribed 
by the authorities at home, had been so closely followed 
by the late governor, that no attempt was made to 
avert or influence the changes at Poonah, or to im- 
prove our alliance with the fomily of Sindia. ' Those 
who support this system,' observes sir John Malcolm,^ 
* must suppose that the legislature, when it imposed 
restrictions on ambition, and prohibited a policy which 
had conquest and extension of territory for its object, 
meant to deprive the local government of all power to 
adopt preventive measures against dangers which it 
might see in progress; and prescribe, as a political 
maxim to a great state, a total disregard to the con- 
cerns of its neighbors; in other words, to deny to it 
the exercise of that influence and power, winch its 
previous wisdom and courage had acquired.' 

The merits of such a system were fully tried during 
the administration of sir John Shore, who was sent 
out for the express purpose of making the experiment : 
the result proved, that no ground of political advan- 
tage could be abandoned, without its being instantly 
occupied by an enemy; also, that to resign influence, 
was not merely to resign power, but to transfer it into 
hands hostile to British interests. By such a system 
of inaction our government remained stationary, while 

' History of India, vol. i. p. 190. 
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all around it was advancing ; and being denied the ^^f * 

means of adapting its policy to a change of circum '— 

stances, it not only lost the confidence of its allies, ^^^' 
but encouraged the presumption of native powers, 
who ascribed its policy to weakness rather than to 
moderation. 

The new governor arrived in Bengal on the seven- Arrival 
teenth of May, 1798, at a period when the hostile wiMey. 
designs of Tippoo were almost ready for execution ; 
while the courts of the nizam and Sindia were under 
the influence of a French party, and that of Berar was 
adverse to British power. The country of Oude, and 
the Camatic, were also in a very disturbed state : in 
addition to which difficulties, our finances were greatly 
exhausted by the equipment of large armaments for 
the reduction of the Dutch settlements. Lord Mom- 
ington had scarcely landed at Calcutta, when an overt 
act of hostility on the part of Tippoo, and French 
intrigues at Hyderabad, demanded all his exertions: 
but his comprehensive mind led him to reject every 
temporary and delusive measure of pacification : taking 
a general view of British power in India, and em- 
bracing the whole system of policy which it required, 
he proceeded to adopt measures for the introduction 
of that system; while he combined with it all the 
means requisite for averting present danger. 

The triple alliance formed by lord Comwallis,^ as a 
barrier against the fiiture attempts of Tippoo, had 
gone to decay through the neutral policy of our govern- 
ment; while the courts of Poonah and Hyderabad 
were likely to act against us, in case of a rupture with 
the tjnrant of Mysore : to recover therefore the efficient 
aid of those two powers, or at least to prevent their 
hostility, was the grand aim of our present governor. 
His first attempt was directed toward the court of 
Hyderabad, which had engaged a large body of well- 
disciplined French troops in its service; and by means 
of Azeem ul Omrah, the nizam's chief minister, he 
succeeded in forming an improved alliance with that 
potentate: at the same time, 14,000 foreign troops in 

* Between the nham, the peishwob, and Great Britain. 
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CHAP, his service, possessing a train of artillery, as well 
^^^^ as an arsenal fuU of military stores, were completdy 
1799. disarmed. Negotiations were also carried on at 
Poonah, and the measures taken at Hyderabad re- 
gularly communicated to the peishwah; but that 
prince, influenced by weak counsellors, or acting under 
the control of Dowlut Row Sindia, absolutely refused 
to acknowlege any right in our government to arbi- 
trate in his disputes; and after a negotiation, marked 
by evasion on the psirt of the peishwah, and duplicity 
on that of Sindia, the governor-general was obliged to 
proceed in his operations against the sultan, without 
any satisfactory settlement with those chiefs. 

No long time elapsed before the hostile design of 
Tippoo became manifest : the whole tenor of his pro- 
ceemngs, subsequ^it to the peace concluded with lord 
ComwaUis, had exhibited an implacable spirit of 
revenge: his intrigues at Hyderabad, his embassies 
to Poonah, to the Mauritius, Persia, and Turkey, all 
resulted from the same spirit, though no overt act had 
taken place before the arrival of lord Momington. 
Immediately after that period, a dispute arosis respect- 
ing a boundary in Wynaud;^ on which occasion, the 
impropriety of Tippoo's moving a body of tixK)ps 
toward the districts in dispute, had been noticed in 
such conciliatory terms, that he had no pretext to 
complain: it was, therefore, with astonishment, that 
the ffoverrior-general in June 1798, heard of the arrival 
of Mysorean ambassadors at the isle of France ; and of 
the proclamation there issued, inviting volunteers to 
enter into the service of their master, who was repre- 
sented as ready to commence an attack on the English 
in concert with the French government: after insti- 
tuting a strict inquiry into these proceedings, and 
being convinced that the object of Tippoo was no 
other thm that aVowed in his correspondence with 
the enemy, to, expel us from India, he could not 
but consider this admission of French forces into 
Mysore as an unequivocal desire, if not a declaration, 
of war: having, therefore, taken all the precautionary 

* Sir John Malcolm^ History of India, vol. I p. 212. 
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measures which good policy dictated, he addressed a. ^^f • 

letter to the sultan, expostulating with him on the '— 

system he had adopted, and requesting him to state "^' 
fully those means which might bamsh distrust, and 
establish a good understanding permanently between, 
the two powers : to be prepared, however, for every 
event, lord Momington determined to proceed in 
person to Madras; so that, being near the scene either 
of negotiation, or of military operations, he might 
avoid the evils of delay: he accordingly informed 
Tippoo of this resolution; and having reached Fort 
St. George on the thirty-first of December, he there 
found a reply to his former letter from the sultan,^ 

The character drawn of this tyrant by an accurate 
and impartial observer, will account for the evasive 
nature of the communication now made to the gover- 
nor-general, as well as for the unsatisfactory conclu- 
sion of the correspondence. * Cruelty and deceit,^ 
says sir Thomas Munro,'^ * were the two great engines 
of his policy; not that kind of deceit which attempts 
to overreach by cunning, but downright lying: he, 
perhaps, never made a promise, or entered into an 
engagement, without considering, at the same instant,, 
how it was to be broken-' Another eminent writer 
speaks of this * daring, subtle, and politic man,' as one 
of the most reraarkable that have appeared in modem 
times. His feroqioua tyranny to his own subjects ; his 
cruel delight in religious persecution^ which increased 
his power with the other bigots of his own persuasion ; 
his inextinguishable hatred of the English, whom he 
had been from his cradle taught to regard as the 
implacable enemies of his family ; these, though they 
undoubtedly form dark features in his character, 
augmented rather than lessened his influence in the 
peninsula, and made him an object of terror to all 
whom admiration of his better qualities — ^his valor, 
perseverance, address, and patriotism — might fail to. 

* In this riepl^r* he reputed his professiolls of unalterable friendship fbr the 
English ; expressed his badopimen of the French ; and asserted, that the reputed 
enbasqr to the Mauritius was merely a mercantile speculation, of his subjects^ 
&c.~Sk John Malcolm's History, vol. i. p. 223. 

' See the life of that officer, vol. i. p. 219. 
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^^J*- captivate. Although his fierce Mussulman zeal alien- 

— ated him from all christian nations, yet did his still 

fiercer animosity against the English so fiir conquer, 
or assuage his £a,naticism, as to make him court what- 
ever power was hostile to our interests: accordingly 
his constant endeavor was to gain the friendship 
Com- and co-operation of France.® Not before the month of 
7S^My! February, 1799, did the governor-general find himself 
' war. compelled to abandon aJl hopes of amicable adjust- 
ment,^ and to move forward the forces which he had 
prepared to defeat the enemy's design : these consisted 
in two formidable armies; one under general Stuart, 
at Bombay ; the other under general Harris, at 
Madras; which latter was supported by a body of the 
Nizam's troops; while an independent corps, collected 
in Baramahl under colonel Read, was ready to facili- 
tate the operations of the grand army, by supplying it 
with provisions and stores. General Harris was still 
empowered to treat with the tyrant, if he showed a 
sincere desire for peace; though its terms were of 
course to depend on that stage of the war at which 
negotiations might commence : this, however, was 
scarcely to be expected from one so inveterate in his 
hatred of the British, stimulated to revenge by his 
most intimate connexions,^^ and supported in his reso- 
lutions by the confident assurances of French officers. 
The sultan, as soon as he perceived the advanced 
state of preparations, hastened to attack general Stuart's 
army, which was in the country of Coorg, ready to 
co-operate in the reduction of his capital : he had 
obtained accurate information of paths leading 
through the woods, to the rear of our advanced brigade, 
which he intended to assail; and the first intimation 
which the British general had of this design, was the 

> Lord Brougham's Lives of Statesmen^ vol. iii. p. 280. 

* The terms contemplated were, the establishment of the oompanv's rendenti at 
Sering^^^Mtam, the dismissal of all French troops in his service, and the perpetual 
ezdnsion of Frenchmen from his armies and dominions. 

1* * He was continually urged to war,' saya nr Thomas Mnnro^ * by Sdd Saheb ; 
who, bemg bis father-in-law, could take that liberty. In private conferences, 
when onl^ a secretary was present, Saheb used to ask him, how long they were to sit 
down quietly under disgrace and calamity ; and to tell him that he had considered 
him dead as a prince, from the day when he surrendered half his country.*-^ 
vol. i. p. 217. 
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unexpected sight of his tents: even then he did not ^^f' 

believe that Tippoo himself was there, but only an in- '— 

considerable detachment. ' If the sultan/ says sir ^^^' 
Thomas Munro,^^ *had not been so foolish as to discover 
himself, by pitching his tents at Periapatam ; had he 
remained that day in the open air, and marched early 
next morning against colonel Montresor's brigade, he 
would without doubt have cut it off, and, probably, 
a large part of the army/ Being repulsed, however, 
in this attack with great loss, his next object was to 
obstruct the progress of general Harris, whom he 
met between Sultanpet and Malavelly on the twenty- 
seventh of March: a partial action then took place, 
which terminated in Tippoo's defeat, and immediate 
retreat to Seringapatam : after this, our army ad- 
vanced without any opposition; and, on the fifth of 
April, took up its ground to besiege the capital. On 
the fourteenth, the Bombay division effected a junc- 
tion ; but on the eighteenth, the alarming discovery 
was made, that provisions for eighteen days only, at 
half allowance, remained in the camp; operations 
therefore were prosecuted with extraordinary vigor. 
On the ninth of April, the sultan had sent a letter to 
general Harris, to know the cause of hostilities; and 
the answer referred him to letters which he had before 
received from the governor, fully explaining that sub- 
ject. No reply was sent till the twentieth, when the 
operations of the siege were far advanced: he then 
requested a conference with some confidential agent, 
for the purpose of restoring peace ; but the general's re- 

Cder consisted in a draught of the treaty which he 
been instructed to conclude under such circum- 
stances of advantage: aU communication then ceased; 
and the tyrant placed his sole confidence on being able 
to hold out tUl the Cavery' should be full, or his ene- 
mies obliged to raise the siege for want of provisions : 
at this period, he seldom went to his palace, but spent 
most of his time sitting within a cavalier,^^ or visiting 
the ramparts, according as the incidents of the siege 

" Vol. i. p. 217. 

1^ A raised work on the fortifications. 
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^^AT' impelled him. The angle attacked was of such a 
nature, that an intrenchment, to isolate it, might eswily 
have been effected ; and this measure was counselled 
by his most judicious officers : but he seemed to have 
lost all his wonted energy since the last communica- 
tion of general Harris; and in that state of stupor he 
continued, till a breach was nearly made in his fortress. 
The effect produced by the artillery of the besiegers 
was actually concealed from him by his principal 
officers ; until one of his servants, impatient at hearing 
their false reports, called out, that a breach was made, 
and would soon be practicable : this intelligence seemed 
to rouse him ; on the following morning, he repaired 
thither, and having viewed with amazement the condi- 
tion of the wall, shook his head, returned to his old 
station behind the cavalier, and remained buried in 
thought. Bigoted as he was, his apprehensions induced 
him to invite the aid of Hindoo prayers and ceremonies 
to avert impending calamity; also to send for an 
astrologer, who might draw, if possible, favorable omens 
firom the stars: the aspect of Mars, however, was 
declared to be unfavorable ; and the sultan was recom- 
mended to propitiate fate by the prescribed oblations. 
On the last morning of his life, in pursuance of these 
directions, he went to the palace, bathed, and pre- 
sented the offerings: he also attempted to ascertain 
the aspect of his fortunes, by observing the form of 
his face reflected from a jar of oil ; and drank water 
out of a black stone as a charm against misfortune: 
about noon he sat down to his usual repast ; but before 
he had finished it, a report was brought that the assault 
had commenced ; when he ordered the troops to stand 
to their arms, and, with his body guard, hastened to 
the outer ramparts. 

The time destined for attack was at one o'clock, 
when the natives are accustomed to repose after their 
noonday meal; but to prevent the enemy from being 
put on their guard, xmr troops were placed in the 
trenches before daylight, where they remained in 
silent expectation of the signal. Iheir appointed 
leader was that distinguished officer major-general 
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Baird, who had solicited the dangerous service; and ^^jj^' 
the sight of those walls, within which he had been ^^^ — 
immured nearly four years, with the prospect of 
avenging the wrongs he had seen and suffered, excited 
in his mind a degree of animation, which communi- 
cated itself to his followers : two days only had elapsed 
since many British prisoners, his former companions 
in captivity, having been brought out of confinement, 
were ordered to work the guns against their country- 
men; and when they refused this service, their heads 
were struck off by the tyrant's order. At length, the 
moment of assault arrived; our troops crossed the 
rocky bed of the Cavery, under a severe fire ; a forlorn 
hope advanced to the breach, where it was met by a 
small but gallant band of Mysoreans: the greater 
portion of both fell in the struggle; but in less than 
seven minutes, the British colors were seen floating 
on the walls« 

It had been agreed, that as soon as the assailants Capture of 
mounted the rampart., one-half should wheel to the ^"^*'^ 
right and the other to the left, so as to form a junction 
over the eastern gateway: the right, led by Baird, 
met with little resistance ; but the left was vigorously 
opposed: its commander, colonel Dunlop, received a 



^ wound in the ascent ; and the sultan passed by as the 



column quitted the breach : a succession of weU-con- 
structea traverses were stoutly defended, and a flank- 
ing fire of musketry from the inner rampart gre^tlv 
annoyed the assailants ; but the gallantry of British 
soldiers could not be withstood : the enemy was forced 
from one traverse to another, till they perceived the 
colunm which had advanced to the right, over the 
eastern gate, ready to fell on their rear; when they 
broke, and hastened to escape. The tyrant himself, 
abandoned by his followers, was making his way toward 
an entrance of the interior fortress, called the water- 
gate, when he received a musket-ball in his right side : 
in this passage, his horse fell; the road was choked 
up; and almost every one in the gateway was slain. 
Though he had several wounds, he still breathed, and j^at*» of 
continued alive more than an hour : at last, a soldier, ^^^^' 

c c 2 
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^^J*- in quest of plunder, attempted to pull off the rich 
sword-belt of the sultan ; but, having retained his 
sabre, Tippoo made a cut with all his remaioiDg 
strength, and wounded him in the knee ; on which the 
man raised his musket to his shoulder, and shot him 
through the head ; the ball entering his right temple, 
and passing through the left jaw. It was for a long 
time thought that he had concealed himself in the 
palace; and many were anxiously searching it, in 
order to put him to death for the murders which he 
had committed, until his killedar protested that the 
sultan had fallen at the water-gate: as it was then 
dark, a party proceeded thither with lights ; when his 
palanqum was found, and under it tne rajah khan, 
a confidential servant, who was wounded; and 
who pointed out the spot where his master lay. 
After many bodies had been dragged out, that of the 
tyrant himself was discovered and conveyed to the 
palace; where it was exposed to public view next day, 
in order that no doubts might remain as to his death: 
it was then buried with military honors, in the superb 
mausoleum of his fether, Hyder Ali. In the harem 
were found 650 females, including his numerous wives 
and concubines: his private stud consisted of 3120 
horses, 99 elephants, and 175 camels: many tigers, 
and chetahs trained for hunting, were found in a court- 
yard; the former of which were shot, to prevent acci- 
dents ; and some of the latter were transported to 
England. His magnificent throne, worth 60,000 
pagodas, was broken up; but many other rich articles, 
particularlv a tent of extraordinary size and grandeur, 
were sent nome as trophies. 

Thus ended the short-lived dynasty, founded by a 
daring adventurer on the ruins of the Hindoo house 
of Mysore. Tippoo fell in his forty-seventh year; fiom 
his earliest youth deceitful, cruel, and intractable. *If 
he had qualities fitted for empire,' says colonel Wilks, 
*they were strangely equivocal; the disqualifications 
were obvious and unquestionable : nor will the decision 
of history be far removed from the observation, ahofjost 
proverbial in Mysore, that Hyder was bom to create 
an empire, Tippoo to lose one.' 
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The English were now masters of Mysore ; but the ^ jf ' 
momentous question still remained — ^how to dispose of — ^— ^ 
it? The plan adopted by our governor-general was a y^J^l^' 
partition of the country between the English and their poUcy of 
allies, on the principle of indemnification and security, weiiesiey. 
with a reserve of territory for a pageant rajah of the 
old Hindoo dynasty; since no tranquillity could be 
expected under Tippoo's heir. Having appropriated 
to themselves the wiiole territory possessed by the 
sultan on the Malabar coast, the company ceded to 
their ally, the nizam, a tract yielding an equal re- 
venue, in the districts of Gooty, Gorumcondah, and 
the country lying along a line of the great forts of 
Chittledroog, Sera, Nundidroog, and Colar; but with- 
out the possession of those fortresses. The share re- 
served for the Poonah government, on certain condi- 
tions, comprised Harponelly, Soondah, Annagoody, 
with part of the territory of Chittledroog and Bednore ; 
but as the peishwah, under the dictation of Dowlut 
Row Sindia, declined the alliance proposed to him, the 
reserved territory was divided between the company 
and the nizam. As soon as the sons and family of 
Tippoo Sultan were removed to Vellore, where a very 
magnificent establishment was secured to them, Kistna 
Rai Oudawer, a child three years old, was raised to 
the ancient throne of his ancestors ; and Purneah, a 
Brahmin of great ability and reputation, who had been 
chief financial minister of Tippoo, was made dewan 
to the young prince: at the same time, sir Barry 
Close was appointed political resident, supported by 
the military co-operation of colonel Wellesley,^^ whose 
merit had been most conspicuous in the war: and who 
now applied his splendid abilities to heal the wounds 
which that war had made. There was no double 
government or conflicting authority; but every oflSice, 
civil and military, was left to be filled by natives : thus 
the submission and gratitude of the people were se- 
cured; while the governor was enabled to dismiss the 
nizam with a less share of Tippoo's spoils, than if the 

" The present duke of Wellington. 
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^^^T' English had undisguisedlj taken what was thus 

adroitly brought beneath their dominion. 

1798-1806. rpj^^ jealous and hostile spirit of the Mahrattas, as 
well as the conflicts with which the southern part of 
the peninsula was threatened from the distracted state 
of the peishwah's government, strongly pointed out 
the necessity of rendering our alliance with the nizam 
more efficient : to secure this important point, nothing 
appeared better adapted than to augment the number 
of our subsidiary forces, and to conunute his monthly 
payment of subsidy for a cession of territory ; by which 
means an end would be put to that recurrence of irri- 
tation, which always attends pecuniary payments 
from sordid or profligate courts: thus tne resources 
for supporting an important force would be more 
directly in the hands of the British government; and 
any future subahdar of the Deccan would be less de- 
sirous of dissolving the connexion. This treaty was 
concluded on the twelfth of October, 1800. The re- 
venue of the ceded territories was about 17,580,000 
pagodas; but their local situation greatly increased the 
security of the company's possessions on the Coro- 
mandel coast, as well as their latter acquisitions in 
Mysore. In this year, lord Momington equipped an 
expedition to Egypt; and a considerable force, under 
sir David Baird, being sent up the Red Sea, marched 
from Suez to Alexandria; presenting the unusual 
spectacle of a British army, composed chiefly of the 
natives of India, on the shores of the Mediterranean. 
When the governor-general returned to Calcutta, one 
of the most important objects of his policy was to 
reduce part of the mutinous and useless military esta- 
blishment of the nabob of Oude, and to increase the 
efficient force supplied by the company, for the defence 
of that province, which was much exposed to foreign 
attackj as well as internal tumults. Saadut Ali, how- 
ever, either from weakness, or the wicked designs of 
an interested rabble surrounding him, was induced to 
offer serious obstacles to this measure; but all diffi- 
culties were surmounted by the inflexible perseverance 
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of the marquis Wellesley,^* who at length <5oncluded a ^^f- 
treaty, by which the territories of the company were — ^-^— 
interpos^, as a barrier, between the dominions of the ^^®®"*®^^- 
vizir and foreign foes; while the actual net receipts 
from these districts did not exceed what he had pre- 
viously paid as a fixed subsidy ; and fell below the sum 
to which he had become liable under the treaty con- 
cluded by lord Teignmouth : the company found ample 
remuneration in the cessation of disputes, in the sub- 
stitution of its own troops for those of the vizir, and 
in the prospect of an augmented revenue, under a better 
management, from provinces ruined by misrule and 
oppression. 

In like manner, the affairs of the Camatic were 
satisfactorily arranged ; when his lordship arrived at 
Madras, in 1799, to prosecute the war against Tippoo, 
he found the nabob of that province, Omdut ul Omrah, 
acting more like an enemy than a friend; and soon 
after the capture of Seringapatam, documents were 
discovered among the private records of the sultan, 
exhibiting evidence of a secret intercourse carried on 
with this chieftain, for purposes hostile to British 
authority, and in direct violation of treaties. The 
governor, in the first instance, contented himself with 
ordering the Madras government to prosecute in- 
quiries into the nabob's conduct, while he transmitted 
to England proofs of his correspondence with Tippoo : 
at the same time, he directed that no decisive steps 
should be taken unless the nabob should die; an event 
which was not improbable, from the bad state of his 
health : in that case, they were authorised to raise one 
of two persons to the musnud — Ali Hussein, the re- 
puted son of Omdut ul Omrah; or Azeem u Dowla, 
the acknowleged son of Ameer ul Omrah ; but under 
the previous condition of his resigning to the company 
the civil and military administration of the Camatic, 
while he received an annual stipend adequate to the 
support of his rank. 

The result of the inquiry instituted by lord Olive, 
then governor of Madras, went to establish the trea- 

^*' He was raised to this rank in December, 1799. 
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^^^T' chery of Omdut ul Omrah ; and the report strongly 

recommended our assumption of the government of the 

98-1806. Q^LvneAic^ under certain provisions : the governor- 
general, however, contented himself with instructing 
nis lordship to negotiate a treaty with the nabob; and 
to make him acquainted with the proofs of his treachery 
possessed by the British government, for the pmpse 
of procuring his consent to the terms proposed. At 
this time, however, the state of the nabob's health 
prevented lord Clive from taking any immediate steps; 
but he soon had occasion to send troops, to occupy the 
palace, on the approach of that potentate's decease, to 
preserve order and prevent pillaffe. On the fifteenth 
of July, 1801, the nabob expired; when a conference 
was immediately held with the two guardians of Ali 
Hussein; but as no terms could be made with them 
on the basis proposed, it was found necessary to see 
Ali Hussein, and receive from him in person a final 
answer to proposals, in which his interests were so 
deeply concerned. After great difficulty, this inter- 
view was obtained; and the youth, then eighteen years 
of age, was introduced to colonel Close and Mr. Webbe, 
the two British commissioners, by whom he was 
informed of all that had passed ; and by whose advice 
he professed that he would be guided : he afterwards 
had a conference with lord Clive, to whom he stated 
that he had been deceived by his guardians, and that 
he was willing to conclude a treaty on the proposed 
terms ; but after a communication with those nobles, 
he retracted all that he said, and declared his fixed 
resolution to abide by their decision. On this, lord 
Clive, in a second interview, left no argument untried 
to convince the youth that he was misled to his own 
ruin ; but in vain ; for Ali Hussein remained immova- 
ble ; so that colonel Close and Mr. Webbe were deputed 
to open negotiations with the prince Azeem u Dowla, 
if access to him could be obtained; for he was kept in 
rigorous confinement; and there was reason to fear for 
his life, if his intended elevation should be disclosed. 
In this case, accident removed the difficulty: Ali 
Hussein's guardians, impatient of delay, placed their 
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ward upon the musnud privately; on which, the com- ^^* 
pany's troops were ordered to occupy the palace ; when ^ 
Azeem u Dowla was liberated ; who, after two inter- 
views with the commissioners, concluded a treaty on 
the twenty-fifth of July, and obtained possession of the 
throne. The most splendid achievement, however, of 
lord Wellesley's policy remains to be described. 

From the conclusion of the treaty of Salbhye, the 
Mahrattas had respected our territories, and those of 
our allies, which we were bound to protect; particu- 
larly, as in one quarter only, that of Oude, the respec- 
tive boundaries were contiguous : besides, both Mad- 
hajee Sindia, and his successor, Dowlut Row Sindia, 
had been too intent on consolidating their power in 
Hindostan to oflfend the company by any encroachment 
on its ally: but the causes of this forbearance were 
now removed; and that neutrality, which we thought 
recompensed by temporary exemption from attack, 
left us, in its result, exposed to the most imminent 
dangers.^^ 

In the other quarters of India our territories had 
long been remote from those of the Mahrattas; but 
when our course of poUcy led us to form a closer alli- 
ance with the nizam, and to take the country of 
Mysore under protection, we virtually succeeded to 
all the local and political relations which subsisted 
between the Mahrattas and those states; and as 
scarcely a year had ever passed without witnessing 
disputes, and as the causes of such disputes were inter- 
woven in the very system of Mahratta government; 
there was no way for us to avoid them, except by 
abandoning treaties and conquests, or by effecting a 
change in that system. Of these methods, the latter 
alone appeared honorable or secure; and the divided 
state of the Mahratta empire afforded some prospect 
of success. 

The first and most necessary step to be taken was 
an alliance with the peishwah, which should not only 
secure him in the enjoyment of his hereditary posses- 
sions, but give him an interest in preserving the peace 

1^ See History of India, by Sir John Malcolm. 
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^^[*- of the Deccan; for without this, we oould maintain 
no engagements with the oourt of Hyderabad or of 
Mysore, unless by the ruinous expedient of keeping up 
a large army on the frontiers. In the beginning of 
1801, the occurrence of war between Jeswunt Row 
Holkar and Sindia had obliged the latter to move firom 
Poouah; and the distraction which this event created 
among the Mahratta states seemed to offer a favorable 
opportunity of alliance : indeed, the peishwah himself 
proposed such a measure; but the conditions annexed 
to it, of which the sole object was to re-establish his 
power, without permitting our government to exercise 
that influence which was necessary for the security of 
itself and its allies, soon broke off all negotiation. 
During the contest which took place in 1802, between 
Dowlut Row Sindia and Holkar, the peishwah Badje- 
row had joined the former, whose army sustained a 
signal defeat near Poonah on the twentv-fifth of Octo- 
ber : he then fled from his capital, aner sending to 
colonel Close, our resident, a writing, sealed with his 
own signet; in which he consented, for the sake of 
British protection, to receive a subsidiary force, and 
to cede territory, either in Guzerat or in his southern 
dominions, producing a revenue of twenty-six lacs of 
rupees : this proceeding led to the treaty of Bassein, 
by which the British government bound itself to 
furnish the peishwah with six battalions of native 
in^try; also with a pare of artillery, and European 
gunners. All claims on Surat, and the districts under 
our protection in Guzerat, were finally adjusted; while 
Badjerow agreed to abide by the company's arbitrati(m 
in his unsettled disputes with the subahdar of the 
Deccan, and to discharge from his service natives of 
any nation hostile to the English. 

To facilitate the complete execution of this treaty, 
the Madras army, under general Stuart, advanced 
to the Toombuddra ; while general Wellesley moved 
forward in co-operation, with a subsidiary force from 
the Deccan under colonel Stevenson, and reached 
Poonah on the twentieth of April, 1803. The troops 
of Holkar then fled, and the peishwah was restored to 
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his throne on the thirteenth of May: the prospect, ^^f* 

however, of concluding this great measure of policy 

without a war soon appeared clouded by the advance ^'^®"'®^*- 
of Dowlut Bow Sindia and the bhonselah or rajah of 
Berar, toward the frontiers of our ally, the nizam; as 
well as by evasions, with which these chiefs treated 
the different proposals offered by our resident at 
Sindia's court. This potentate objected not to our 
interference for the restoration of the peishwah's 
power, as long as he saw a prospect of its being 
usurped by Holkar, or thought that our policy might 
aid his efforts for the destruction of his rival; but 
when he found that Holkar had retired, and the peish- 
wah was restored without his assistance, he altered 
his plans, and determined to resist the treaty which he 
had at first approved : he therefore concerted measures 
with the bhonselah, who had never been cordial with 
our government, and was known to cherish hopes of 
obtaining the office of peishwah for himself. After a 
strange course of menace and dissimulation on his 
side, and the most earnest endeavors to preserve peace 
on a firm basis by the govemor-ffeneral, the British 
resident quitted Smdia's camp on tne third of August; 
and hostilities commenced, on the eighth ; when general 
Wellesley attacked the fortress of Ahmednughur. 
Long and painful were the negotiations that preceded 
a war, the justice and necessity of which can be de- 
nied only by those who deny the wisdom of that 
policy which destroyed the inveterate enemy of our 
name, Tippoo Sultan ; for without acquiring an influ- 
ence in the councils of the Poonah state, we never 
could have fulfilled the engagements in which the 
Mysorean war had involved us. To detail military 
operations between the British government and these 
Mahratta chiefs, in which the future conqueror of 
Napoleon displayed those abilities which afterwards 
astonished Europe, would be inconsistent with our 
prescribed limits : they continued only five months ; 
but were marked by a succession of the most brilliant 
and decisive victories. The battles of Delhi, Assaye,^^ 

** ' In the conduct of this great battle,' Mys a very acute observer, ' every thing 
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^^^- and Arghaum, the reduction of Agra, Allyghur, 
Gwalior, and other strong forts, with a niunber of 
inferior conquests, were crowded into that short, 
eventful period; and the confederated chiefs were at 
length compelled to escape, by negotiation and sub- 
mission, that ruin which their arms were unable to 
avert. The rajah of Berar first came to terms on the 
seventeenth of December, 1803, ceding Cuttack to the 
company ; and all his share of the provinces of Berar, 
westward of the Wurdah, to the nizam; engaging to 
keep in his service no enemy of England ; while the 
company undertook to arbitrate all differences between 
him, the nizam, and the peishwah. Soon afterwards 
Sindia also negotiated a peace; by which he ceded to 
the company his territories in Hindostan, north of 
Jjrpore, Joudpore, and Gohud, with the fort and terri- 
tory of Baroach, as well as all lands south of Adjuntee; 
renouncing every claim on the company, or on their 
allies, the nizam, the peishwah, and the family of 
Gwickar in Guzerat : this connexion with Sindia was 
cemented by a defensive alliance in February, 1804, 
similar to that of Poonah ; by which he became in- 
titled to the assistance of six battalions of sepoys. 

But the Mahrattas were not yet subdued. Holkar, 
during the progress of hostilities, had remained in 
Malwah, levying contributions both on friends and 
foes, and scarcely crediting the accounts which he 
received of the rapid victories of the British ; so that 
the time for co-operation had passed by, when he made 
his hostile designs apparent by moving up toward the 
Jypore territory, to solicit aia fi*om the rajpoots, the 
rajah of Bhurtpore, and the Seiks : he also despatched 
an envoy to Sindia, urging him to break his engage- 
ments with the company; but that chieftain was so 
exasperated against Holkar himself, that he disclosed 
this circumstance to the British resident : farther cor- 
respondence of a hostile nature was discovered; but, 
as it was scarcely deemed credible that he meditated 

was right : general Wellesley gave to every part of his army its full share ; kj 
no part of it unemployed ; but supported, sometimes with cavalry, sometiiiKC wito 
infantry, every point that was pressed, at the very moment that it wa roost neces* 
sary.'_Life of Sir T. Munro, vol. i. p. 354. 
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war, he received an invitation to send commissioners ^^i"- 

to general Lake's head-quarters at Ramghur, for the 1_ 

purpose of effecting an amicable arrangement: but ^^^®"*®^^' 
when they came, they made such extravagant demands, 
that they were dismissed with a proper rebuke to their 
master. In the mean time, he made an attack, though 
it proved unsuccessful, on a fortress belonging to 
Sindia, now one of the company's allies; and after- 
wards commenced plundering the territories of the 
rajah of Jjrpore : at length, the governor-general, fully 
apprised of his insolent demands and his more than 
equivocal proceedings, issued orders to generals Lake 
and Wellesley to march against him with all their 
forces. The principal conduct of this war fell on 
general Lake, who conducted it with consummate 
skill, though its great success was chequered by some 
serious reverses: these, however, did not prevent the 
destruction of Holkar's power from being effected 
before the close of lord Wellesley's administration. 
The battle of Deeg was fatal to his regular infantry 
and artillery ; while that of Futtyghur intirely broke 
the spirit of his cavalry : the strongest of his fortresses, 
Chandore and Gaulnah were also taken ; and although 
he had found means to involve Sindia again in the 
quarrel, this rapacious boaster, in April 1805, re- 
treated across the Chumbul, with an army reduced, 
firom 40,000 cavalry, 20,000 infantry, and more than 
200 pieces of cannon, to a miserable remnant of 
10,000 horse and 5000 foot: peace was not imme- 
diately concluded with him ; but his future efforts 
served only to show how completely he had been 
depressed. 

Lord Wellesley left India on the twentieth of Departure 
August, 1805, soon after the marquis Comwallis, who weilesiey. 
had been appointed to succeed him, had arrived at Fort 
William. A glance at the state of India, when his 
departure took place, will show how completely the 
wise and enlarged measures of his policy were fulfilled. 
The designs of the French against the jBritish govern- 
ment, as far as they relied on its Indian subjects, were 
intirely defeated. The old emperor of Delhi, who had 
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^^AT* been long in the hands of the Mahrattas, and latterly 

of the French party, now enjoyed repose under Britisl 

1798-1806. ppQtectiQn^ Secunder Jah, nizam or subahdar of the 
Deccan, who had succeeded his father in 1803, was 
confirmed in a steady alliance with the company, 
maintaining a strong subsidiary force, with large ac- 
quisitions of territory by the cessions of Berar: the 
cruel government of Tippoo Sultan was annihilated, 
and the family, whose throne had been usurped by 
Hyder Ali, restored; while the reduction of the 
Mahratta chiefs, Sindia, Holkar, and the bhonselah, 
gave a security to the Deccan, which it had not en- 
joyed for many ages : besides, the British government 
was established over the whole of the Duab, and along 
the right bank of the Jumna; whilst in a line of small 
states, firom the mountains of Cumaoun to Bundelcmid, 
a barrier was established against future incursions of 
the Mahrattas : the rich province of Bundelcund was 
subdued ; and the countries ceded by the vizir in 
1801, were completely settled, and improved in reve- 
nue, to that prince's own satisfaction. Thus lord 
Wellesley's administration changed the whole fiuse of 
afiairs; giving a new character to the British power 
in India, whidi thus became paramount to every other; 
for the discontent of Sindia, and the continued hos- 
tility of Holkar, scarcely affect the question ; since the 
condition of those chiefs was such, as to preclude any 
apprehension of evil irom their attacks, beyond a short 
continuation of the embarrassment existing in tbe 
finances: this indeed had been unavoidable, but it 
promised to be merely temporary, in consequence of the 
improving revenue and great reductions commenced 
by the governor-general. A considerable degree of 
excitement was raised in England by indistinct and 
exaggerated fears, from partial and distorted statements 
of his lordship's policy : he had been sent out to anni- 
hilate French influence in India ; and, in accomplishing 
that object, he had been, as it were, compelled to efiect 
conquests; forbidden enterprises, dbcouraged by the 
British legislature, and even branded as criminal! he 
had been entrusted with a commission, which it was 
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impossible to execute without exceeding it ; and he ^^AY 

was condemned for his very success. These feelings 

were rendered more general among persons connected *^^' 
with the company, by the alarming increase of their 
debt : but truth in the end prevailed ; and of all the 
eminent men who have administered our affairs in the 
East, no one has secured a larger share of admiration 
than the nobleman, whose conduct we have been con- 
sidering : yet at this period popular clamor was loud ; 
and not only the directors, but even ministers partici- 
pated in the prejudice against him; so that the return 
of the marquis Cornwallis was solicited on all sides, as 
if the safety of the country depended on his presence. 
Though the health of that venerable nobleman was 
now declining under accumulated years and infirmi- 
ties, he still felt the enthusiasm which belongs to a 
good man, at the prospect of rendering a- last service 
to his country: accordingly, he bade adieu to his 
native shores ; and hastened to that land, which had 
been formerly distinguished by his government, and 
in which he was destined soon to lay his bones. 

The present year was rendered memorable on the ^''^"r^ ^^ 
continent of Europe by efforts of the new coalition. ^ ® * *®*' 
The French, as we have seen, had totally changed the 
system of war : their tactics consisted in pressing the 
enemy without intermission ; seeking opportunities to 
engage ; and keeping their forces in a compact body, 
instead of dividing them to invest cities and fortresses : 
the present plan of the directory was similar to that 
formerly pursued; an invasion of the hereditary states 
of Austria, with a junction of the French armies under 
the walls of Vienna : for this purpose, it was intended 
that the army of the Danube, consisting of 65,000 men, 
under Jourdan, should cross the Rhine, traverse the 
defiles of the Black Forest, and, extending itself into 
Suabia, turn the lake of Constance and the southern 
part of the Tyrol; that the army of Switzerland, under 
Massena, should drive the Austrians from the country 
of the Grisons, and attack the Tyrol in firant, seizing 
on the valleys of the Leek and tne Inn ; also that the 
army of Italy should penetrate into Gennany through 
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^If- either the Tyrol or Friuli. A Russian force of 60,000 
-men, commanded by the celebrated Suwarrof, had 
arrived at Brunn in Moravia, about the middle ot 
December; and the rulers of the republic ordered their 
plenipotentiaries at Eadstadt to remonstrate against 
Its advance; declaring that the entrance of Russian 
troops within the limits of the empire would amount 
to a dissolution of the congress, and destroy all hopes 
of a solid peace between France and Germany : their 
march, however, was not discontinued; and the flames 
of war again burst forth. 

In the beginning of March, Jourdan, having crossed 
the Rhine, advanced toward the Danube ; and while 
Bemadotte blockaded the fortress of Philipsburg, 
Manheim opened its gates to another body of French 
troops : on the twentieth, however, the archduke 
Charles determined to engage his adversary, and the 
day was contested with great bravery on both sides; 
Jourdan maintaining his position till night put an 
end to the conflict, when he retreated to a station 
near Engen. On the twenty-fifth, a second action was 
fought on the plain of Lieblingen, in the midst of 
woods; but night, again separating the combatants, 
left the victory undecided : next morning the invaders 
renewed their attack; being, however, still foiled, 
Jourdan, after sustaining a loss of 4000 men, retreated 
before his antagonist, and recrossed the Rhine at Laut- 
temburg and Strasburg; aft;er which Massena was ap- 
pointed generalissimo of all the French forces from the 
Alpine frontiers of Italy to Mentz. The troops under 
his own immediate command had made considerable 
advances into the country of the Grisons; but after 
Jourdan's retreat, the force sent from the Austrian 
army of the Danube rendered the imperialists so 
strong, that he found it expedient to retire to the left 
bank of the Rhine : future operations, however, in 
Switzerland were so much affected by events in Italy, 
that it is necessary to turn our attention to the affairs 
of that country. 

The French forces there were distributed into two 
armies, that of Italy and that of Naples; the latter 
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being not only in possession of the capital and con- ^^* 
quered portions of the Neapolitan dominions, but abo 
of Rome, and the different states of the church. 

If the directory had sought out a leader to act as a 
foil to Bonaparte on the theatre of that general's grand 
exploits, they could not have succeeded better, than 
when they placed Scherer in command of the army of 
Italy. Instead of passing the Adige, he man<£uvred 
with vague intentions, was beaten by Kray, and driven 
back in less than a month to the Oglio and the Adda; 
where, conscious of incapacity, he delivered up his 
high command to Moreau : but it was too late 
even for that able general to retrieve the campaign : 
Suwarrof had arrived with his Russians, and forced 
the passage of the Adda, on the twenty-fifth of April : 
on the twenty-sixth, having surrounded Serrurier's 
division of 8000 men, he compelled it to surrender; 
and on the twenty-ninth he entered Milan in triumph, 
and Moreau was hunted to the shelter of the Alps. 
On the twenty-seventh of May, Turin, the great d6p6t 
of the French, was taken with 260 pieces of cannon, 
beside immense stores; and Moreau was finally chased 
through the Apennines : but the Aulic council was the 
bane of Russian, as well as Austrian valor: by its 
order, the archduke was rendered inactive; and Su- 
warrof, to his great indignation, was directed to dis- 
perse his army for the siege of the Italian fortresses : 
Moreau, taking advantage of this signal act of folly, 
occupied a post in the Apennines, to await the arrival 
of Macdonald, who had evacuated Naples and Rome, 
and was advancing to his assistance. A plan was 
formed between these two generals, for both to descend 
into the plain near Piacenza; and, having effected a 
junction, to fall on the rear of the Austrians, surprise 
their scattered corps, and destroy them in succession : 
this junction, however, either from the tardiness of one 
general or the impetuosity of the other, never took 
place ; and Macdonald, issuing alone from the moun- 
tabs, roused the first Austrian division with which he 
<iame into contact : but Suwarrof, who had divined the 
intentions of Moreau, made a retrograde movement ; 
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^A.P. and Macdonald found himself on the banks of the 
— - — Trebia, in presence of an overwhelming force of Aus^ 
*^^^* trians and Kussians. Though retreat would havebeefi 
prudent, he stood his ground, and gave battle to 
Sttwarrof : the contest was renewed for three successive 
days; and even night brought no cessati<xi to the 
carnage; but the French were finally defeated with 
great slaughter; not a general officer escaping with- 
out a wound: nor did they suffer much less in the 
pursuit that fdlowed. Joubert, in whom the directory 
hoped to find a rival of Bonaparte, was now commis- 
sioned to take the field against Suwarrof : he had just 
espoused a youthful bride ; and his parting promise to 
her was, ' to conqueir or peridi/ Crossing the Alps with 
reinforcements, he rallied the remainder of Moreau's 
and Mfflcdonald's forces; but was still inferior to his 
amtagonist, to whom Mantua and the other principal 
fortresses of Italy had surrendered: Joubert, however, 
bent on acting an heroic part, gave battle to the 
Russian general at Novi: it was fought on the fifteenth 
of August, with obstinacy, though with little sKU 
on either ade. Suwarrof, superior in forces, attaxjked 
his adversary on all sides; and while Joubert ad- 
vanced in front to encourage his men, a ball pierced 
his heart : hiis dying words were a vivid e^wrtation 
to the troops.; bat all was in vain : 10,000 men lay 
dead on the field of battle, and 4000 were taken 
prisoners. After thia defeat, Moreau resumed the com- 
mand, and succeeded in bringing ofi^ the i^attered 
remnant of the army of Italy. 
Defeat In Switzerland, Massena, behind the Limmat, the 

Russians, lake of Zurich, and the Lint, was held in check by the 
archduke Charies : but even this great general hesi- 
tated- to attack so active an opponent without a mani- 
fest advantage; and the Aulic council, thinking that 
the impetuous Russians would act with more vigor 
ordered Suwarrof to advance into Switzerland, while 
Korsakof, another Russian general took the archduke's 
place on the Limmat. Massena instantly saw his 
advantage in this change; and crossing the LiasD^tj 
threw a force of 40,000 men on Korsakof, who hd bo 
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more than 25,000 concentrated in Zurich : a desperate ^jf ' 
engagement took place in the streets and suburbs of - 
that city; and though a large body of Russians forced 
a passage through the enemy, yet more than one-half 
of Eoi^ilcof's army was taken or slain: Soult also 
was successful on the Lint; and these actions took 
place toward the close of September, when Suwarrof 
was forcing the passage of Mount St. Grothard. He 
had expected to come on the flank of the French, 
while they were pressed in front; but when he arrived 
in the valley, the forces with which he was to have 
co-operated were repulsed, and there was no alternative 
but to retreat, in the first instance, through the 
dreadful defile of the Schachenthal, abandoning his 
artillery and baggage ; while the whole army advanced 
in single file, dragging the beasts of burden after them. 
Numbers slipped down the precipices, and perished 
miserably; others, worn out by fatigue, lay down on 
the track, to be trodden under foot by the advancing 
multitude ; or fell into the hands of the French general 
Lecourbe, who pressed them closely : at times, the 
troops would refuse to proceed; and then Suwarrof 
Would order a trench to be dug, fling himself into it, 
and desire them to march over his body, and to desert 
in those solitudes the commander who nad so often led 
them on to victory: after severe losses, the army 
arrived at the Muten, and hoped to find rest from their 
toils in its cottages; but the French successes had 
enabled Massena and Molitor to unite in a general 
pursuit of Suwarrof 's retreating army; the Austrians, 
on whom he depended, had retired ; and he found that 
he had only reached the Mutenthal to be exposed to 
destruction by his foes. The enemy's brigades were 
soon seen on the crests of the mountains : Suwarrof 
called a council of war, and impetuously proposed an 
immediate advance to Schwytz, in the rear of the 
French position ; but his officers urged the necessity of 
marching into the Grisons to rejoin the remaining 
division of the army; and the veteran general shed 
tears of indignation when the conamand was given: 
the path over the Alps of Glarus was even more 
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^^AT' rugged than that which they had already trod, and 

^ which had destroyed all their horses and beasts of 

^^^* burden. Miseries, probably unequalled in the annals 
of warfare, attended this terrible march, begun in a 
fall of snow, which, by obliterating the track, aug- 
mented all the natural difficulties of the passage: 
numbers perished under rocks, the only shelter they 
could find ; or fell into precipices and crevices ; or were 
buried in the drifting snow: with inconceivable toil 
the head of the column on the following morning 
attained the summit of the ridge; whence an ocean of 
snow-clad mountains was seen to stretch as far as the 
eye could reach : the rest slowly followed ; and about 
one-third of the army descended for refuge into the 
country of the Grisons ; where Suwarrof, indignant 
against the Austrians, by whom he asserted that he 
had been betrayed, broke his sword in disgust, resigned 
his command, and vowed never more to serve with the 
imperialists : nor was it long before the emperor Paul 
withdrew from the confederacy. 

In the Neapolitan realms, events occurred, which 
no British historian can recount without extreme mor- 
tification. Corfu had surrendered to a Russian and 
Turkish fleet, acting, for the first time, in strange con- 
federacy ; and captain Troubridge, having given up 
the blockade of Alexandria to sir Sidney Smith, was 
entrusted by Nelson to commence operations against 
the French in the bay of Naples : meantime, cardinal 
Ruflb, a man of questionable character, but of a tam- 
per suited to the times, landed with a delegated regal 
authority in Calabria, and raised an army of peasants, 
priests, and banditti; with which he advanced on 
Naples, and summoned its castles which commanded 
the anchorage. As the garrisons were chiefly com- 
posed of Neapolitan revolutionists, the principal con- 
ditions ofiered and accepted were, — that their persons, 
property, and families should be respected; and that 
each in^vidual should have the choice of embarking 
in cartels for Toulon ; or of remaining without any 
molestation in Naples. This capitulation was signed 
by the cardinal; by the Russian and Turkish generals; 



GEORGE III. 405 



not only to command his troops, but to administer the functions of government in 

^ His name See Append, to Dispatches, vol. iii. p. 499. 

\ " Napoleon's invasion of Egypt had changed the scene of war, and rendered 

that country the true point of attack, on the part of England ; and this was Nel- 

) son's own opinion to a ffreat extent, yet after he had repaired and refitted his fleet 

\ he left the service on that coast to others, remaining at Naples on the request of 

! the king, and continuing there at the repeated solicitations of the queen; to 

p whom — so far did his wesScness carry him — he gave a written promise not to leave 

W ; a pledge which actually interfered with his official duty ; for when lord Keith 

' who had taken the command of our Mediterranean fleet, learned that a junction 

of the French and Spanish fleets had taken place, he sailed in quest of them, 

ordering Nelson to send his whole squadron, or at all events a detachment, to the 

defence of Minorca. This however Nelson refused to do : he would neither 

[ <lQit Naples, nor send a single ship -, and for this disobedience he was censured 
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and, lastly, by captain Foote, as commander of the S^^f* 
British force : but when Nelson, who next day arrived 
in the bay, saAV a flag of truce flying on the fortresses, 
and on board the Seahorse frigate, he made a signal to 
annul the treaty, which he chose to call an infamous 
armistice, declaring that he would grant to rebels no 
terms except those of unconditional submission, whilst 
he represented the king, and therefore held an autho- 
rity superior to that of Rufib : of this however there 
existed no proof either by commission or previous pub- 
lication. The cardinal strongly objected to such arbi- 
trary proceedings; nor could any arguments of the 
admiral, seconded by sir William and lady Hamilton, 
convince him, that a treaty, thus solemnly concluded, 
could be honorably set aside: this priest could see, 
though Nelson could not, that if superior authority 
refuses to ratify a treaty, both parties ought at least 
to be replaced in their previous position ; and he retired 
at last silenced, but not convinced ; whilst all the hap- 
less wretches in the forts, that were Neapolitan sub- 
jects, were delivered over to the vengeance of the 
court.^^ * A deplorable transaction,* says Southey; a 
* stain on his memorj'', and on the honor of England ! 
to palliate it would be vain ; to justify it would be 
wicked :' in fact it must be told, though it cannot be 
told without deep regret, that Naples, at this period, 
was to Nelson, what Capua was — not to Hannibal — 
but to his army; a corrupter of his morals and per- 
verter of his judgment. Here he lingered, long after 
he had repaired his shattered fleet, sacrificing even 
public duty^ to Neapolitan intrigues, and his moral 

^' According to Nelson's own apologist, Ruffo had heen authorized by the king, 
t only to command his troops, but to administer tiie fu ' ' 

i name See Append, to Dispatches, vol. iii. p. 499. 
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^|j^* sense to the .blandishments of a luxurious court. 
Elated by intense flattery he now began to be puffed 
up with vanity, and to use the language of unbounded 
sdf-praise — ^to hold every one wrong who differed from 
him in opinion, from the mere fact of that diffe- 
rence—and to' disregard all rights which he did not 
deem rights — the very vice of jacobins whom he 
was opposing; the more respectable among whom 
believed that their opponents were tyrants, and that 
the guillotine was only doing its duty — a view in 
which they were supported by no inconsiderable pr- 
tion of public opinion: but the principle of action, at 
the bottom, with both parties, was the substitution oi 
mU prompted by feeling, for definite rules of right; 
and this feeling may be passion, prejudice, or hatred 
as well as any worthier impulse : in the excitement of 
action or pressure of interest, these motives too often 
have sway: but not to brand them in theory, would 
be to despise the principles of morality ; not to expose 
their deformity, would be to deprive history of oae 
of her best and highest privileges. Neither must we 
forget to note, how contagious such examples are; 
when we find in Nelson's own dispatches sentiments 
addressed to him by one of his most gallant ofiicers, 
worthy only of the school of Robespierre. A Neapo- 
litan ^royfilist' had killed a 'rebel' as he was flying 
from destruction, and cut off his head : this he sent, 
just as it was severed from the body, as an acceptable 
present to captain Troubridge; and the letter with 
which the ruffian accompanied his gift was endorsed 
as that of a ^ jolly fellow^ by Troubridge ; who also tells 
the admiral, that he would have transmitted the trophy 
to him, but for the heat. In fact the Jacobinical spirit 
of death strongly pervades this portion of their corres- 
pondence ; and it is scarcely too much to say, that those 

by the admiralty, as weU as for employing his seamen at a distance from the fleet 
ISo doubt excuses may be made for him: but Nelson himself admits that be gave 
up his own plan of proceeding to Egypt at the royal request; leavin? that coaatry 
to the Turks and Russians, that he might recover and presenre Naples for its 
detestable governors; though it was clear that if Napoleon could have been 
^captured, or his army destroyed, the moral effect on Europe would have produced 
results far beyond the recovery of Naples.— See Nelson's Dispatches, edited by 
,8Vr H. Nicholas, vols. iii. and iv. 
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excellent men miglit in time have worked themselves ^jf * 
up to the establuihing of a reign of terror agadnst—-'^- 
terroristSy^ had they not been called away to different 
scenes, where they had opportunities o£ signaUzins 
thdr talents and courage in a legitimate manmer^ anc 
for the benefit of their country* 

One of the victims of the proscription which followed [;*J^^'®^^, 
the occupation of Naples, was the unfortunate prince Son of*''^'* 
Garaodoli, a distinguished commodore, and an old p^'J^^j.^*" 
comxctde of Nelson in early youth; who had acccmi- 
panied the court to Sicily, and obtained leave to 
return to Na{des, when its republican government 
issued an edict to confiscate the property of absentees : 
in such times, however, it was hardly possible for a 
man of his rq)utation to remain inactive; he appeared 
in conuuand of the republican navy, as the sailors 
themsdves reported, by compulsion ; but probably with 
an inclination to serve his country by the establish- 
ment of a better system of government than the ini- 
quitous one of Ferdinand. When the capital surren- 
dered, he fled ; but being taken in disguise, was brought 
on board lord Nelson's flag-ship at nine o'clock in liie 
morning: at ten, the British atuniral ordered a court- 
martial to sit, of which count Thum, a particular 
enemy of the prisoner, was president : no witnesses 
could be examined in his defence, to prove his allega- 
tion that he was compelled to serve : at twelve, he was 
found guilty; and, at five in the afternoon, the same 
day, was hanged at the yard arm of a Sicilian frigaute. 
The unfortunate prince, having in vain sought a new 
trial, requested that he might be shot : ^ I am an old 
man,' he said; ' I leave no funily behind me, and 
therefore cannot be supposed very anxious about pro- 
longing my life; but the disgrace of being hanged is 
dreadfol.' This.appeal had no effect on Nelson ; and, it 
is said, that as a h^t resource, Caraccioli endeavored to 

** ' Send me word/ says Neiion, in one of his own letters, < that some proper 
heads are taken off: this alone will comfort me.' — * No covered waggons ; no pro- 
tection to rebels,* &c. Happy would it have been for Nelson if he bad followed 
the ezoeHent lord Keith*k advice, who says in one of his letters to him — * Advise 
those Neapolitans not to be too sanguinary : cowards are always cruel, and apostates 
the most violent against thoir former friends.* — Dispatches, vol. iit. p. 419. 
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CHAP, interest lady Hamilton in his behalf; but that on thia 

occasion she was not to be seen; although at his execu- 

^'^' tion, she was present: such was the attachment of that 
woman, the bane of Nelson's reputation, to the vile Sici- 
lian court ; and such alas ! was the attachment of one of 
the greatest heroes that ever adorned the British 
annals. * Naples at this time,' says Mr. Southey,^ 
^ exhibited more dreadful scenes th£^ it had witnessed 
in the days of Massaniello : after the mob had sa- 
tiated themselves with blood and plunder, the reins 
were given to justice ; if that can be called justice, 
which annuls its own stipulations; looks to naked 
facts alone, disregarding all motives and all cir- 
cumstances; and, without considering character or 
science, sex or youth, sacrifices its victims, not for the 
public weal, but for the gratification of greedy ven- 
geance:' this is but too faithful a picture of the 
greater number of those old governments, for which 
at this time we were lavishing the nation's blood and 
treasure: in that of Naples, (and we have it under 
Nelson's own hand,) the finances were dilapidated, 
the treasury empty, only two honest men in its service, 
the nobility and gentry dissatisfied, the courtiers weak, 
vicious, and treacherous. After the French had eva- 
cuated the capital, Troubridge, who acted both by 
sea and land, proceeded to Capua, which soon fell; 
while Gaeta surrendered to captain Louis, of the 
Minotaur; and the republicans were completely driven 
from the Neapolitan dominions : but the court, instead 
of re-establishing order and good government, entered 
into its usual follies and festivities, while the prisons 
echoed with groans, and the scaffolds streamed with 
blood : at length, satisfied with amusements and re- 
venge, the royal cortege returned to Palermo; leaving, 
by flie estimate of captain Troubridge, who remained 
in command at Naples, relatives of more than 40,000 
fiimilies immured in the prisons of that capital. A 
remarkable occurrence is said to have taken 
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The king of eoune was a most maffnanimous sovereign, and that 'she-wolf 
the queon an angel ; bat even her British defenders at last opened their eyes tober 
real character a^ themselves expelled her from the kingdom which she poUoted. 
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during this last voyage: the Foudroyant, in which ^jf 
Ferdinand embarked, had not cleared the bay of Naples, 
before the body of prince Caraccioli, which, after its 
execution, had been launched into the deep, became 
buoyant; and, being probably affected by the motion 
of the vessel, sprang up before the bows, and was car- 
ried for some timd by a current in the ship's course : 
it was nearly half out of water, rising and falUng with 
the swell of the sea, but kept in an upright position by 
the shot attached to its legs : though the incident was 
likely enough to excite merriment among some of his 
passengers, one would scarcely have taken the feelings 
of Nelson at that moment for all his glory: a boat 
was sent off, which took the body of the prince out 
of the waves, and buried it on that shore from which 
he had been treacherously taken. 

Nelson now thought that nothing was more essential 
to the tranquillity of Naples, than the recovery of 
Rome; which, as Suwarrof was driving the French 
out of the northern provinces, would complete the 
deliverance of Italy : having, however, failed in obtain- 
ing military assistance, he determined to make the 
attempt by a small detachment of his fleet; and this, 
under the able conduct of captains Troubridge, 
Hallowell, and Louis, intirely succeeded ; for the 
French, having no longer any hope in arms, and being 
foiled in the arts of negotiation by the blunt honesty 
of our naval officers, concluded a capitulation for all 
the Roman states; when captain Louis, rowing up the 
Tiber in his barge, hoisted the British standard on the 
Capitol, and was installed provisional governor of 
Rome. 

While the arms of France were thus occupied in Expedi 
Germany and Italy, a favorable opportunity seemed *° ° "* • 
to offer itself for liberating Holland from a galling 
servitude : accordingly, a treaty was effected with the 
emperor Paul, by which 17,000 Russians were received 
into our pay, to form a joint expedition with 20,000 
British forces. Early in August, troops were collected 
on the Kentish coast; and on the thirteenth of that 
nionth, sir Ralph Abercrombie, their commander, set 
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^^* sail from Deal in a co-operating squadron under the 
orders of admiral Mitchdl. After encountering much 
bad weather, the fleet came to anchor off the Hdder, 
a point Mrfaidi commands the entrance of the Zuyder 
Zee; and the men were disembarked on the twenty- 
seventh. Having repulsed a body of 7000 French and 
Dutch, they prepared for an attack on the Helder fort 
next mormng: but it was abandoned in the night; 
and the Dutch fleet in the Texel surrendered to the 
British admiral without firing a shot. 

The great difficultv in this expedition, wh^i the two 
powers were so widely separated fitmi each other, was 
to make a combined attack; but the British ministry 
scarcely seemed to catch at the probability of com- 
passing it; for although sir R. Abercrombie left the 
Downs in the beginning of August, sir Home Popham 
had not set sail for Revd, to receive our Russian 
auxiliaries on board his ships, before the middle of 
July; and by an error still more extraordinary, the 
first division only sailed under Abercrombie, while the 
rest of the army remained in England with the duke 
of York, who had been appointed commander in chief, 
until news of the first disembarkation should amTe. 
Before the invaders received reinforcanents, they were 
attacked by about 12,000 men, on the t^ith of Sep- 
tember; but so strong was the post of the Zuyp, and 
so bravely was it defended, that above 800 of the as- 
sailants were killed or wounded; while not more than 
200 suffered on the side of the British: afi;er this 
repulse, general Brune, the French commander in chie^ 
took up a defensive position at Alkmaer; and on the 
thirteenth, the duke of York, landing with three bri- 
gades, superseded the brave and experienced Aber- 
crombie in the supreme command of the army ! As 
the allied troops now amounted to 35,000 men, his 
royal highness ventured on active operations; and the 
army advanced on the nineteenth, in four columns: 
that on the extreme right, consisting chiefly of Russian 
troops under general de Hermann, made an impetuous 
but premature attack ; pushing forward to Bergen, 
where the principal force of the enemy lay, and was 
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dreadfallv cut up: Abercrombie's column penetrated ^^f** 
to the city of Hoorn, whose garrison surrendered; 



I and the two other columns, under general Dundas and *^^ 

su- James Pulteney, were also successful in forcing 
f. their way through great difficulties, in a track of 
I country intersected by deep ditches and canals; but 
I the rash confidence of the Russians exposed the whole 
I army to such danger, that its retreat soon became 
necessary; and the troops retired to their former posi- 
tion.^ For some time rainy and tempestuous weather 
I prevented military operations, and the anomaly of an 
! iQvading force blocked up by inferior numbers was 
: presented; but on the second of October, our army 
i resumed the ofibnsive, and commenced an attack 
i on the enemy's whole line. The battle of Egmont, 
r though indecisive, was favorable to the British : evening 
i put an end to the engagement; and the troops rested 
i on their arms : at daybreak, however, the retreat of the 
enemy gave their opponents an opportunity of occupy- 
t ing several strong positions at Egmont-op-Hoof, 
1' Egmont-op-Zee, the Lange Dyke, Alkmaer, and 
Bergen ; but they were precluded by fittigue from 
{ effectually harassing the republican soldiers, who took 
up a new and strong post between Beverwyck and the 
Zuyder Zee, almost at the extremity of North Holland : 
I t;here the duke of York resolved to attack them, before 
I their position could be strengthened by the erection of 
new works, and by the arrival of expected reinforce- 
ments. The Russians had a greater share in this 
action, which took place on the sixth of October, than 
in that preceding it ; and they were so vigorously 
resisted, that sir Ralph Abercrombie was obliged to 
advance with a strong corps to their relief: the whole 
hostile force then put itself* in motion; and the contest, 
which became general along the Ime, from Limmen to 
the sea, terminated so far in favor of the invaders, that 
th^ were left masters of the field: but the loss on 
both sides was very severe; and the enemy, who soon 
afterwards receivcMi a reinforcement of 6000 troops, 

, ^ The Russians bad advanced two hours before, or the English after, the proper 
time ; from a misunderstanding, with which the allied commanders reproached 
each other. , ' 
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^xuf* ^fi^t^i^®^ *h^ir position between Beverwyck and 

'— Wyck-op-Zee. 

Re reat of "^^^ allied army now found itself placed in so critical 
the l^Hcd a situation, as to require the highest military talents, 
army. united with mature experience, to conduct its future 
operations : directly opposite lay the enemy, in a posi- 
tion almost impregnable, and rendered confident by 
the accession of strength just received; while a barren 
and exhausted country, scarcely affording shelter for 
the wounded, was extended all around : the right wing 
of the allies was indeed protected by the ocean; but 
the lefk was threatened by a large corps, occupying an 
almost inaccessible position: the weather too, since 
the sixth, had set in with increasing severity, and the 
urgent necessities of our troops were supplied with 
extreme difficulty : beside these complicated evils, the 
soldiers lay wholly exposed on the unsheltered sand-hills 
of North Holland ; while the party of the stadtholder 
remained inactive, and apparently indifferent to their 
success. Under such circiunstances, the duke of 
York, in the evening of the seventh, the night being 
extremely dark, and the rain descending in torrents, 
issued an unexpected order for the army to assemble; 
and at ten o'clock, the whole was in full retreat toward 
Pellen and Alkmaer : as they could not, however, be 
embarked in the presence of a superior force without 
a heavy loss, the British commanders concluded an 
armistice with general Brune; in which it was stipu- 
lated that the combined English and Russian troops 
should evacuate the Batavian republic by the thirtieth 
of November; that the mounted batteries at the 
Helder should be restored in their present state; that 
8000 French and Batavian prisoners of war in England, 
taken before the present campaign, should be restored 
to their respective countries; and that major-general 
Enox should remain behind, to guarantee the execution 
of this convention: but a proposition of restoring the 
Batavian fleet, which had been surrendered by admiral 
Story, was rejected with indignation ; and the duke 
threatened, in case general Brune persevered in this 
demand, to cut the sea-dikes, and inundate the whole 
country. Nearly 4000 Dutch deserters were brought 
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^ off to England with the British troops, who were ^^f* 
embarked without delay ; and the Russians were — 
landed and quartered in Guernsey and Jersey. 
^^ Early this year, the admiralty determinea to limit ^^^^y ** 

the period of command in frigates; in consequence of b!!//^ 
which regulation, sir Edward Pellew left the western 
- squadron, which he had conducted with so much glory 
to himself and advantage to the country : his services 
were now transferred to the Impetueux, one of the 
finest ships of her class in the line, but whose crew 
'- was known to be in a very disaffected state. S^up- 
' posing that, on this account, they had been placed 
under a conmiander whose good discipline was cele- 
brated, and whose ship was almost the only one on 
the home station which had not mutinied, they re- 
-^ solved not to be controlled : this feeling might have 
: worn itself out, if the vessel had remained at sea; for 

:^ the men soon learned to respect their new commander : 
but on the twenty-fifth of April, the French fleet 

> escaped fi'om Brest, and proceeded to the Mediter- 
ranean; when lord Bridport, supposing it to have 
gone to Ireland, cruised for a few days off Cape Clear, 

^ and then anchored with twenty-six sail of the line in 

Lt Bantry Bay : there the bad spirits had leisure for mis- 

;: chief, and facility of communication with each other; 

:: in consequence of which a general mutiny was planned, 

b and the disgrace of setting the example was assigned 

> to the Impetueux: it burst out about noon on the 
: thirtieth of May; but by the energetic conduct of sir 
t Edward Pellew, and the steadiness of his marines, it 
I was almost instantly queUed, and the principal ring- 
leaders were secured : the whole plot also became 

i intirely disconcerted; for the crews of the other ships, 

who knew nothing of the attempt, and its feilure, 

I waited for a signal firom the Impetueux, and followed 

her when she obeyed that of the admiral. On the first 
of June, lord Bridport, who had now learned the 
course steered by the French fleet, sent off sir Alan 
Gardner, with sixteen sail, to reinforce earl St. Vin- 
cent in the Mediterranean ; and no other attempt was 



414 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

^x/n' ™^^ ^y *^® crews to resist the authority of their 

— - officers.^ 
1799. fjj^^ florishing settlement of Surinam was wrested 
Sunnam ^ from the Dutch by a body of troops, under lieutenant- 
general Trigge, embarked on board two line-of-battle 
ships and five frigates, commanded by lord Hugh 
Seymour : the articles of capitulation gave fuU security 
to the persons and property of the inhabitants, but 
resigned all public stores to his Britannic majesty: it 
was also provided, in case the island should remain 
witji Great Britain at the conclusion of peace, that it 
should enJOT the privileges of our other West Indian 
colonies. The British navy, during the whole of this 
year, lost not a single snip of war; while twenty 
frigates, corvettes, and luggers, belonging to France, 
and ten to Spain, were either taken or driven on 
shore. The Dutch navy might be said to have been 
annihilated ; and as the sailors were obviously dis- 

' At this time the reasons for mutiny began to disappear ; for it is anhrersallj 
eonfessed, that no part of otnr svstem needra reformation more than that relating 
to the navy: to be convinced of this, let the reader peruse the following extract 
from the Memoirs of Lord Exmouth: — * Mutinies were the natural fruit of the 
system whkh had prevailed in the navy ; and it is only wonderful that obedience 
had been preserved so long : every thing was supplied by contract ; and die check 
on the contractor being generally very inadeouate, gross abuses prevailed. Officers, 
who recollect the state of the navt during the first American war, could fiunish a 
history which would now appear incredible : the provisions were sometimes unfit 
for human food : casks of meat, after having been long on board, would be found 
actually ofientive: the biscuit, from its inferior Quality and a bad system of 
stowage, was devoured by insects, until it would tall to pieces at the slightest 
blow ; and the provisions of a more perishable nature, as cheese, butter, raisms, 
&& would be in a still worse condition. Among crews thus fed, the scurvy made 
dreadful ravages : the Princessa, one of Rodney*s ships, sent 200 men to tne hos- 
pital at one time : the purser, instead of pay, received certain authorised per- 
quisites ; and one- eighth of the seaman's allowance was his right : priie-money 
melted away, as it passed through the courts and offices : not even public charities 
could escape; the noble establishment cf Greenwich was disgraced by super- 
annuated servants and other landsmen being placed in it as worn-out sailors ; and 
the superior appointments being conferred on political friends, instead of deserving 
naval officers : the well-known case of captain Baillie, who was removed and pro- 
secuted for resisting some of these abuses, is a memorable illustration. The worst, 
indeed, had been corrected long before 1797: still so much remained, that the 
demands of the seamen, when they mutinied at Spithead, were not less doe to 
themselves, than desirable for the general interests of the service : a moderate in- 
crease in then* pay and Greemricn pensions ; provisions of a better Quality ; the 
substitution of traders' for pursers' weight and measure ; and an aillowaiice of 
vegetables instead of flour, with their fresh meat, when in port, were their chief 
clahns : they did not resort to violent measures, till petitions had been tried m 
vain : they urged their demands firmly, but most renpectfull^ ; and they alwavs 
declared uieir resolution to suspend the prosecution of them, if the enemy should 
be at sea.'-»pp. 180, 181. 
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affected to liie new government, all maritime exertions ^^f" 

in that quarter were disoontinaed. '— 

We IdS; Bonaparte in Egypt, which coantry he had oalpa!gn 
brought under subjection to the French anus: but as in Egypt, 
it could not be suj^sed that the Parte would leave 
him in quiet possession of his conquest, or that Eng- 
land would make no effort to wrest it from hun, he 
determined to begin the attack before the Turks 
could receive assistance from other quarters : ac- 
cordingly, preparations were made for an expedition 
against Acre, the train of artillery being sent by sea; . 
while the army, in ftwir divisions, under Kleber, Bon, 
Regnier, and Lamies, marched to El Arisch, and an 
action was fought, in whidi the French were success- 
ful. They next proceeded to Jaffa, which was carried 
by assault after a vigorous resistance; and the troops 
encamped before Acre, where the trenches were opened 
on the thirtieth of March : this city, however, contained 
within its walls two men, who to the romantic heroism 
of the days of chivalry added all the knowlege apper- * 
taining to modem warfare; sir Sidney Smith, and 
colonel Philipeaux; the latter an emigrant officer of 
engineers, who, having contributed to rescue his friend 
from bondage in the Temple at Paris, had accc»n- 
panied him on board the squadron which he com- 
manded in the Levant: with the aid of these brave 
and experienced officers, Djezzar Pacha, governor of 
the city, defied all the attempts of Bonaparte; and 
although the amiable Philipeaux died long before the 
termination oi the siege, from a fever brought on by 
nnceasing exertions and want of rest, yet the gallant 
sir Sidney, by mooring his ships, the Tigre and The- 
seus, so as to flank the ditehes and trenches, and, by 
landing portions of their crews, to defend the walls, 
enabled the Turks to defeat every attack, and to dissi- 
pate all Bonaparte's schemes of oriental empire. 
Standing on the mount of Richard Goeur de Lion, and 
surveying his preparations, for the final assault. Napo- 
leon observed to Bourrienne, his military secretary, — 
^ This miserable place has indeed cost me dear; but I 
must make a last effort : if I succeed, I shall find in 
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^^j\f' the city the pasha's treasures, and arms for 300,000 
- ' * - men : 1 will tnen stir up the people of Sjoia, who are 
'^^^' disgusted with the ferocity of Djezzar; I will march 
on Damascus and Aleppo; and haying announced to 
the people eyery where the abolition of servitude and 
the tyrannical government of the pashas, I shall arrive 
at Constantinople with large masses of soldiery; and 
having overturned the Turkish power, shall found in 
the East a new and grand empire : perhaps 1 shall 
return to Paris by Adrianople, or by Vienna, after 
. having annihilated the house of Austria.'^ But after 
sixty days of slaughter and of shame before the appa- 
rently contemptibk fortress of Acre, this proud con- 
queror was obliged to return into Egjrpt; and, instead 
of making his grand circuit through Asia and Europe, 
over fields of battle and subvert^ thrones; he slunk 
away from his deserted army, and set sail for the shores 
of France in one of those frigates, which Nelson, for 
want of proper means, was unable to destroy. 

Bonaparte, however, had a still higher game to play; 
he well knew, that in times of disorder, when all powers 
are confounded, and an equilibrium cannot be esta- 
blished, he who is cleverest and boldest may easily 
oppress the rest. 
Establish. The French directory was now rapidly verging to- 
™^u2L**ward dissolution: the defeats in Germany and the 
gwern- loss of Italy had generally exasperated tne nation; 
France" the provinccs were in a dreadful state of insubordi- 
nation; the jacobins were beginning to meet again in 
clubs; and the moderates, who dreaded the terrorists, 
as they despiised the directory, received Napoleon 
with every demonstration of favor : the directory 
praised and chided, but showed great fear of him. 
The intriguing Sieyes, secretly gratified with Ae 
popularity enjoyed by Bonaparte, now disclosed to him 
certain projects, and solicited his powerful aid to carry 
them into execution. At five in the morning of the 
eighteenth Brumaire, (November the ninth,) by a 
manoeuvre of the confederates in the council of an- 
cients, a proposal, made without any communication 

s MemoiTS, vol. i. p. 208. 



GEORGE m. 417 



1799. 



with the directors, was carried by a large majority, — ^if* 
that the assembly should adjourn to St. Cloud ; and 
that general Bonaparte should be charged to put the 
decree into execution, being appointed supreme com- 
mander of all the forces : the sitting was then dissolved ; 
and the general instantly issued two proclamations, 
announcing his command, and inviting the army and 
national guard to support him in his endeavots to 
restore liberty, victory, and peace to their country: 
he then marched 10,000 troops to the Tuilleries, and 
guarded every avenue to that place so effectually, that 
no one was permitted to pass. Three of the directors, 
and all the citizens of Paris, first became acquainted 
with these proceedings by proclamations with which 
the walls of the capital were placarded : Barras, who 
at first refused to resign, was sent to his country seat, 
under a guard of cavalry, with a promise not only of 
oblivion for the past, but of wealth and indemnity for 
the future ; while Gohier and Moulins remained guaroed 
hj Moreau at the Luxemburg. Bonaparte then made 
his appearance in the council of the ancients ; and 
attempting to speak of plots and disclosures, became 
so incoherent and inconsequential, that his friends, 
seeing him in a false position, induced him to retire 
to the troops outside, by whom he was received with 
vivid acclamations : in the mean time, the council of 
five hundred had assembled, filled with astonishment 
and distrust; and although the general's brother, 
Lucien, was at this time its president, an uproar was 
excited by the entrance of Napoleon, in which even 
his life was endangered, until the grenadiers entered 
the hall to the rescue of their chief: the members 
instantly decreed that the council of ancients had no 
power to invest Bonaparte with the command ; and 
his outlawry was even proposed; but the president, 
refusing to pronounce such a decree against his brother, 
quitted the chair : the most vehement threats were 
men employed for the purpose of compelling him to 
resume his office; but he remained inflexible, until 
Murat arrived with a military force for his protec: 
tion : the chamber was then cleared at the point of th^ 
VOL. rv. E E 
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^^p. bayonet : and cries of * Long live the republic!' ' Long 
— ;;— ^ live Bonaparte! ' sent forth bv the soldiers, announced 
^^^' the event, and the means by which it was accomplished. 
The first imperfect intelligence of this usurpation had 
filled the capital with apprehension ; but no sooner 
were the circumstances attending it made known, than 
the Parisians expressed unfeigned joy at the final suh- 
version of jacobin power. 

A provisional government was now appointed, con- 
sisting of three consuls, Sieyes, Ducos, and Napoleon; 
who, being invested with directorial authority, entered 
on their public fimctions at the palace of the Luxem- 
burg; while the legislative commissioners at the same 
time commenced their sittings. In forming the new 
administration, Lucien Bonaparte was appointed to 
the ministry of the interior; Talleyrand being rein- 
stated in that of foreign affairs, and .Fouch^ set over 
the police : a new constitution, however, was soon 
afterwards adopted : three consuls, one of whom bore 
the title of chief, formed the executive power; a con- 
servative senate was appointed, consisting of eighty 
members, with a legislative body of 300, and a tribu- 
nate of 100; while the popular sovereignty was abo- 
lished, by the abrogation of the municipal governments^ 
and the institution of prefects in the various depart^ 
ments. Bonaparte was nominated First Consul^ for a 
term of ten years, the two subordinate consuls being 
Cambac^res and Le Brun: the establishment of a 
council of state took j^ce on the twenty-fourth of 
December. The whole result was, undoubtedly, a 
blessing to France : * Whoever denies this,' says Bour- 
rienne, * can have no idea of the wretched state of 
every branch in the administration at that deplorable 
epoch.' Li fact, according to Napoleon's own expres- 
sion, * the pear was ripe' when he thought fit to 
pluck it. 
Pariia- The situatiou of affairs on the continent, and the 

ne^8. P^^ taken by the British govemnaent in the coalition, 
caused a short meeting of parliament in the month of 
September : its object was to extend the voluntaay 
service of the militia, while our regular troops were 
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engaged in the expedition to Holland; and also to ^^^- 

vote some pecuniary supplies, on account of unfore- ^ 

seen expenses. The projected militia bill, which per- 
mitted three-fifths of that body to enlist into the 
regulars, at a bounty of ten guineas a man, to senre 
in Europe only, while it gave rank to the officers 
equal to that which they before hdd, was strongly 
opposed, as tending to diminish a constitutional force^ 
and to augment a standing army, dependent on the 
crown. Pitt's opponents asserted that his unifDim 
' svstem of policy had been to extend the influence of 
^ that branch of the constitution beyond its salutary 
limits ; to effect whidi, his custom was to propose some 
i special or temporary evil to be removed, or some 
? adrantage to be obtained, from the restriction of 
! popular privileges and the enlargement of monarchical 
! power: the pretext for suspending the habeas corpus 
! act was the existence of a conspiracy, which, if it did 
I exist, might easily have been crushed bv the laws of 
! the land; that for extending the laws of treason, and 
t repressing popular assemblies, was the existence of 
; seditious meetings; but though the pretended causes 
f were extinct, the coercive laws remained: and thus 
i the ostensible reason for allowing the militia men ta 
f become soldiers^ was to assist our operations abroad; 
but the real intention was to augment at once the 
t standing army and ministerial patronage: these ob- 
jections, though vehemently urged, were deemed ftitile 
! by the house, and the bill passai by a large majorily. 
I Thesuppliesgrantedatpresentwerebetween£6,000,000 
I and £7,000,000, including £2,500,000, to be raised 
I by exchequer bills : measures having also been carried 
I for granting rdief to West India merchants, and for 
! supporting commercial credit, parliament again sepa- 
rated on the twelfth of October. 

In Great Britain, the energy of 1798 had continued stateof the 
unabated through the greater part of the present year : «<>"*»««»*• 
the victory of the Nile, reanimating the powers of 
Europe, liad encouraged them in hostilities, which 
durinff the eariy part of the campaign had been at- 
tended with signal success, which was chiefly iub- 

E £ 2 
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^xui* P^*®^ *^ *^^ spirit and contributions of this country: 

— the retreat of Napoleon from a fortress which a few 

^'^' British sailors undertook to defend, being his first 
discomfiture in any military attempt, added greatly 
to the national exultation ; while the advance of the 
Russians, and the formidable armament prepared 
against the Batavian republic, gave hopes, that the 
United Provinces might not only be delivered firom 
the French yoke, but contribute to the recovery of the 
Austrian Netherlands: the failure of this expedition 
was a gloomy disappointment, and severe censure was 
heard, before an investigation of facts could ascertain 
its demerits. Accounts also arrived at the conclusion 
of the year, respecting the Russian disasters in Swit- 
zerland, of which country the French had again become 
masters : general Muller also had penetrated into Ger- 
many ; and, seizing on Frankfort, Manheim, and 
- Heidelburg, threatened to lay all that portion of the 
empire under contribution ; and though Austria had, 
by the co-operation of her northern ally, obtained great 
advantages in Italy; vet it appeared but too evident, 
that a desire of regaining her ancient possessions in 
that kingdom overbalanced her anxiety for the general 
welfare : thus the people began again to clamor for 
peace, conceiving that no good purpose could be an- 
swered by a continuance of the war. 
N^:*^ In this state of the public mind. Napoleon addressed 
,1^.^ a letter from the ancient palace of the Bourbons, on 
Christmas-day, to the king of Great Britain, indicating 
a desire of peace, and appealing to his majesty in the 
following terms : — * How can the two most enlightened 
nations of Europe, powerful and strong beyond what 
their safety and independence require, sacrifice to 
ideas of vain greatness, the benefits of conunerce, inter- 
nal prosperity, and domestic happiness ? How is it 
that they do not feel that peace is of the first import- 
ance, as well as the first glory? These sentiments 
cannot be foreign to the heart of your majesty, who 
reign over a free people, and with the sole view of 
rendering them happy, France and England, by the 
dbuse of their strength, may stilly for the misfortune 
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of all nations, long retard the period of their exhaus- ^ jf* 
tion ; but I will venture to say, that the fate of all - 
civilised nations is attached to the termination of a 
war which involves the whole world/ 

To this letter, an answer was returned by lord 
Grenville, copious in detail, but by no means conci- 
liatoiy : its purport was, that the French government 
afforded no ground for trust : the king, however, did 
not prescribe to France the disposition of her execu- 
tive authority; and as soon as he saw that peace could 
be made with security, he would most readily concert 
with his allies the means of pacification ; but as, in the 
present state of France, he could not hope for the 
stability of any treaty, he with other powers must 
persist in a just and defensive war. The first consul 
made another attempt at negotiation; and Talleyrand, 
in a letter to the British secretary, vindicated the con- 
duct of France from the censures contained in his 
lordship's note; throwing the blame of war on the 
league of European powers for the destruction of his 
country; and proposing a suspension of arms, in order 
that plenipotentiaries might meet at Dunkirk, or any 
other convenient place. In the answer sent by lord 
Grenville on the twentieth of January, the king ex- 
pressed his concern, that the unprovoked aggressions 
of France, the sole origin of the war, were systema- 
tically defended by her present ruler: he refused to 
enter into a refiitation of allegations universally ex- 
ploded, and, as regarded his own conduct, utterly 
groundless : finally, the French minister was referred 
to the first note of the British government for his 
majesty's opinion of the present overtures. 
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CHAPTER XLIIL 

GEORGE in. (ooNTiNUBD.)— 1800. 

Late correspondeDce of the French and English governmeats dit- 
cussed in parliament — Message from the king relating to the 
ensuing campaign, supplies, &c. — Inquiry into the failure of the 
late expedition refused — Great scarcity of com — Measures 
adopted in consequence of it — Lord Aucklaod's bill to prereot 
adultery — ^Affairs of the East India company — Completioo of 
the union with Ireland — Votes of supplies for the whole year- 
Fresh subsidy to the emperor of Germany — ^The king's life at- 
tempted by Hadfield — Insanity bill—Parliament rises — Ai&irs 
of the continent-^Massena in Italy — Surrender of Genot- 
Bonaparte's preparations-<-Moreau in Germany-^NapoleoDpaaws 
the Alps — His operations in Italy — Battle of Marengo— Truce 
with the Austrians — Consequences of the campaign — Moreau's 
advance into Germany — Armistice — Preliminary treaty, broken 
off — Armistice exfHres, and the contest is renewed—- Battle of 
Hohenlinden — Treaty of Luneville, &c. — ^Naval operatioiu of 
Great Britain — Expedition under sir Ralph Abercrombie and 
lord Keith — Fails at Cadiz — A part proceeds to land troops at 
Minorca; the other proceeds to Malta — Reduction of that 
island, with the capture of Le G6nereux, Guiilaume Tell, kc-^ 
Events in Egyp( after Napoleon's departure — State of affairs in 
Europe — Emperor PauFs hostility towards England — Re-esta- 
blishes the northern confederacy against our maritime law*- 
Scarcity of bread continues in England — Riots, &c. — Negotia- 
tions for peace — Parliament assembles — Measures taken, &&— 
Parliament prorogued. 

Pariia- The first subject of importance which engaged the 
diwuMioiis ^t*^^ti^^ ^f parliament after its adjournment, was the 
* correspondence that had recently taken place between 
the British and French ffovemments: the minority 
animadverted on the precipitate haste with which the 
door was closed against all hopes of pacification; 
while ministers asked what advantages could result 
from a negotiation with France at the present moment; 
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and whether the consalax govetament offered a better ^liil 
guarantee for peace than any of those which preceded 
it ? Their decision was approved by large majorities, 
and it was determined to prosecute the war to as great 
an extent as possible. 

Messages to both houses from the king stated, that 
his majesty was at present employed in concerting 
such engagements with the emperor, the elector of 
Bavaria, the duke of Wurtemburg, and other powers 
of the empire, as might promote the common cause 
during next campaign: certain advances, however, 
would be necessary, if the treaties were concluded; 
and he recommended provision to be made for such 
eventual engagements. The arguments against this 
demand were, the inefficacy of all former subsidies in 
the present war, and the distressed state of the country, 
arising from the enormous weight of taxation and 
the unprecedented price of the necessaries of life: 
it was also inferred, that ministers were well assured 
of the secession of Russia from the coalition : a par- 
liamentary majority, however, overruled all objections, 
and the required subsidies were voted. For two 
months, 120,000 seamen and 90,000 soldiers were 
granted, exclusive of subsidiaries; but for the rest of 
the year, 10,000 were deducted from each number: 
the income tax was continued ; and there was a loan 
of £21,000,000, including a vote of credit. Amidst 
arrangements for the ensuing campaign, opposition 
members proposed inquiry into the past : an army of 
40,000 men had been employed in Holland; had 
fought valiantly, but without effecting any good pur- 
pose; and had evacuated that country on the most 
humiliating conditions : did the miscarriage arise from 
weakness of plan, or defective execution, or resistless 
bad fortune? and how was this question to be ascer- 
tained without investigation? Ministers, however, 
asserted that inquiry was unnecessary, since the 
expedition could not be said to have failed ; for, beside 
the acquisition of a large fleet, our army had effected 
a powerful diversion, and thence contributed to the 
signal successes of our allies : their opponents replied, 
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XLm' *^^* ^ capitulation to* an inferior force ought to be 

'— investigated, both for the honor and interest of the 

*®^* nation; but the motion was rejected by a great 
majority. 
Alarming While parliament manifested its liberality toward 
"*~'*^' our allies, the poor of this nation suflFered severely 
from the difficulty of procuring bread; since an un- 
productive harvest had greatly advanced the price of 
com. Mr. Pitt, on sound principles of political 
economy, abstained from all interference with the com 
market : the speculations of individuals, he conceived, 
were more likely to produce an adequate supply of 
foreign wheat tnan any parliamentary measure; the 
legislature therefore confined its attention to contriving 
substitutes for bread, and diminishing its consumption. 
Committees, appointed by both houses, made reports, 
in which they called the attention of all to the duty of 
reducing the consumption of wheaten flour in their 
families, and of encouraging economy in that article 
within their districts: they also recommended that 
charitable and parochial relief should be distributed in 
soup, rice, potatoes, or other such substitutes; at their 
instance also a bill was passed, prohibiting the sale 
of bread which had not been baked twenty-four hours. 
In considering the causes of scarcity, opposition as- 
cribed them chiefly to the war : various incidental 
debates took place on the subject; in the course of 
which, Mr. Pitt, from a detailed view of prices during 
the whole contest, argued, that if this scarcity had 
arisen from war, the increase of price would have been 
progressive; whereas, the prices in 1796, and the two 
following years, had been as low as during peace; and 
the rise had not taken place till 1799 ; bein^ obviously 
due to an unproductive harvest: somethmg might, 
perhaps, have been attributed to the operation of the 
income t>ax, which compelled the farmer to raise the 
price of his com ; as sIbo to the depreciation of the 
currency, which naturally raised the prices of all 
articles, while the wages of the poor were not propor- 
tionally increased. Not only the necessaries of life, 
but public morals also occupied the attention of par- 
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Kament : the crime of adultery had become very pre- ^^f:^- 
valent; and it was thought by many political moral-— — - 
ists, that intermarriage, permitted to the offending ^^^' 
parties after a divorce, was one fertile source of crime: 
to remove that incentive, lord Auckland proposed a 
bill in the house of peers, to prohibit such inter- 
marriage, according to the law of Scotland; arguing, 
that the hopes of a permanent connexion facilitated 
the temporary success of a seducer. The opponents 
of the bill, among the most strenuous of whom was 
the duke of Clarence, took a different view of the 
subject; thinking that the prohibition would not act 
as a discouragement of the vice; but, like other ob- 
stacles, might rather inflame the passions: heinous 
and hurtftd to society as the crime itself was, stiU 
the seduced person might not be utterly profligate 
and abandoned ; next to the preservation of virtue in 
the moral code, was recovery from yice before it became 
habitual and inveterate; but the present bill, if it 
became a law, would drive females to desperate licen- 
tiousness. The law lords, and the bishops in general, 
supported lord Auckland's proposition, which was 
devised with good intentions, and framed with great 
ability ; but as it was doubted whether the prospect of 
restriction would be a preventive, it was rejected by a 
considerable majority. 

Among other parliamentary topics, the affairs of 
the East India company were repeatedly discussed. 
Mr. Dundas, having investigated the state of its 
finances, detailed them to the commons : he calculated 
the revenues of the three presidencies, for the year 
ending at Lady-day, 1798, at £8,000,000, and the • 
charges at less than £7,500,000. Allowing for the 
interest of debts, he stated the deficiency of territorial 
revenue at £194,000; and, deducting that sum from 
the receipts in India on the sale of imported goods, 
he mentioned £388,000 as the whole sum applicable 
to commercial purposes ; though the advances for this 
object amounted to £2,500,000 : in the succeeding year, 
the financial view was rather more favorable. In those 
two years, he said, the debts had increased so as to 
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XLnL aPPi'o®^*^ £9,000,000 ; and the assets in India hid 

decreased, while those at home had received a great 

^®^' augmentation : the sales of the latter year were pro- 
ductive in an imprecedented degree; amounting, to- 
gether with the private trade, to £10,315,000: on 
the whole, the company's affiurs appeared to be in a 
fiorishing condition. By an act now passed, a hi^ 
court of judicature was instituted to supersede that of 
the recorder at Madras. 
MiSd"^ But the most important act of this year was the 
completed. Completion of the legislative union with Lreland. On 
the fifteenth of January, the Irish parliament assem- 
bled ; and on the fifth of February, a message firom 
the lord-lieutenant expressed his majesty's wish, that 
they should take into attentive consideration the re- 
solutions passed by the parliament of Great Britain, 
respecting a union between the two legislatures; with 
his hopes, that so important an object might be ma- 
tured and completed, through the wisdom of the par- 
liament of eadi country, as well as the loyal con- 
currence of the people. The Irish secretary, lord 
Castlereagh, who had the whole management of this 
business, entered into a comprehensive view of the 
measure proposed; recommending it bv arguments, 
similar to those used by its advocates m the British 
senate. When the first resolution was moved, it was 
soon discovered which party had applied their time 
to most advantage; for after a vehement debate, the 
numbers in favor of the measure were 158, and against 
it 115: many petitions were now presented to the 
house, genersJly against the union, though a few were 
• in its fiivor; especially one fix)m the town of Galway, 
which was remarkable for the strong arguments it 
contained : the tumults of the populace were, on this 
occasion, very alarming ; and military interference was 
found necessary to preserve the advocates of the union 
from personal violence. In the house of peers, the 
earl of Clare, late lord Fitzgibbon, when he moved the 
first resolution, asserted his conviction, firom an atten- 
tive observation of Irish affairs for the last twenty 
years, that the existence of her independent parliament 
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had graduaUv brought on the country those bitter ^^^ 
calamities which had recently afflicted it; and he- 
avowed that he had, during the preceding seven years, 
frequently pressed on ministers the urgent necessity of 
a union. Lords Dillon, Powerscourt, Farnham, and 
BeUaznont expressed strong disapprobation of the 
measure; which was defended by the law lords, Carle- 
ton and folwarden, as well aa by several other peers; 
and when the question was put, it was carried by 
sevenlTj^-fiye against twenty-six votes. The succeeding 
resolutions passed in a few weeks through that house 
with equal or greater facility : but in the course of the 
debates, three different protests, drawn up with vigor 
and ability were entered on the journals, by the duke 
of Leinster, the marquis of Downshire, lords Percy and 
Moira, the bishop of Down, and about twenty other 
peers : these expressed strong indignation at a measure, 
which degraded Ireland from her dignity, by depriving 
her of an independent legislature, acquired after so 
many noble struggles, and of a local parliament, which 
was best acquainted with the habits and interests of 
her people ; a measure which would make Irish 
members in the imperial parliament ready tools of 
administration, like the Scotch ; and which, by in- 
creasing absentees, would tend to drain the country of 
its wealth. 

On the seventeenth of February, when the house of 
commons was in a general committee, Corry, chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, made an able speech in vindi- 
cation of the bill; blended, however, with virulent 
party-feelings and personal reflections: the reply of 
Henry Grattan, who had opposed the measure through- 
out with all his powers of eloquence, was so pointed 
and severe, that the chancellor thought proper to re- 
sent it by a chaUenge; and a duel ensued, in which 
five shots were exchanged, and the challenger was 
wounded. On the twenty-seventh of March, the whole 
business being completea, lord Castlereagh moved an 
address to his majesty from the commons, declaring 
their approbation of the resolutions transmitted to 
them, as wisely calculated to form the basis of a com- 
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would suffice to inform parliament of the state of the ^Lm' 
church ; and the rest would be a fair proportion, con- - 
sidered with reference to the case of Scotland, and the 
number of Irish conunoners : the election of temporal 
peers for life he recommended, as more conformable 
to the spirit of the nobility than that which was set- 
tled at the Scottish union ; the right reserved for Irish 
peers to sit in the house of conunons as representatives 
for Great Britain, would render them fitter to serve 
their country when called to a higher assembly: the 
permission to create new peers for Ireland he also 
justified; for, although the Scotch peerage might long 
maintain itself without any accession, from the great 
extent of inheritance allowed by the patents ; that of 
Ireland was in danger of a rapid diminution, by reason 
of the very limited nature of the successions. In the 
article respecting the church, he noticed a clause in^ 
troduced by the Irish parliament, providing for the 
presence of the clergy of that country at convocations 
which might be held in this island, and the propriety 
of leaving to the imperial legislature the discussion of 
Roman catholic claims. The next article, he observed, 
would grant a general freedom of trade, with only 
such exceptions as might secure vested capital, and 
prevent a great shock to any particular manufacture, 
or to popular prejudices : almost all prohibitions would 
be repealed; and only protecting duties, to a small 
amount, imposed on some few articles. 

Mr. Grey strenuously opposed the whole plan of 
the utiion: his principal objections were founded on 
its unpopularity among the Irish people; on the 
means of corruption and intimidation which had been 
used to accomplish the measure; and on the great 
dissimilarity between the case of Ireland and that of 
Scotland, with respect to incorporation with England : 
he concluded by moving that the number of Irish 
placemen, who should sit in the united parliament, be 
limited to nineteen instead of twenty, which was nega- 
tived without a division. Early in May, the remain- 
ing articles having been severally investigated and 
approved by decisive majorities, Mr. Pitt moved an 
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U.IIL ^^^^"^^ ^ ^^ majesty, infoiming him that the house 
had proceeded throu^ the great and important mea- 
sure of a legislative union ; which, they had the satis- 
&ction to state, was nearly in strict conformity with 
the principle laid down in his majesty's message: this 
was carried without a division ; and, the assent of the 
peers bein^ obtained without any material alteration, 
a joint address was presented to the throne; after 
wUch, a bill, grounded on the resolutions, to take 
effect from the first of January, 1801, passed through 
both houses : on the second of July, it received the 
royal assent; and when the session terminated, his 
majesty expressed peculiar satis&ction in congrata* 
lating parliament on the success of the steps taken for 
effecting an intire union between the j^gdoms of 
Great Britain and Ireland; declaring that he should 
ever consider this as the happiest event of his reign. 
The Irish session, which had been prolonged till the 
bill passed in England, for the purpose of ratifying 
the several alterations and additions made by the Bri- 
tish legislature, was dissolved on the second of August, 
and with it the existence of the Irish parliament: 
* the union itself,' says Dr. Miller,^ * may be regarded 
as a proof that this body had reached the natural 
limit of its duration : if such a measure were honestly 
adopted, the parliament must have become conscious 
of its own insufficiency; and if it were purchased by 
corruption, that parliament must have been unworthy 
to exist.' 
BeiieeUons * The wholc history of Ireland, up to the union,' as 
uniOTwith *^^ same excellent writer observes, ^presents a series 
Ireland, of cvcuts most curiously combiucd. Its earlier period, 
unhappy as it was, prepared that party of Koman 
cathohcs, which, in the struggles terminated by the 
English revolution, was opposed, as an antag(mist 
force, to the Scottish presbyterians; and thus assisted 
in effecting the adjustment of the English govern- 
ment: when this important function had b^n dis- 
charged, Ireland had to prepare itself for entering ydth 
advantage into the general incorporation of the united 

* Modern mstory philosophically considered, yoL it. p. 504. 
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empire; the preceding period of its history, however ^Lm" 
beneficial in assisting to adiust the balance of the — 

-w~* 1 flon 

English constitution, having been inauspicious to the 
domestic interests of the country. Of that prepara- 
tion, it was a necessary condition, that one of the two 
parties, by which it was distracted, should suffer a 
temporary depression so intire, that the other should 
not be embarrassed or obstructed in its efforts to 
obtain national independence: the prosperity, however, 
thus acquired, extended its influence even to the party 
by whose depression it had been obtained; and the 
Koman catholics, participating in the advantages of 
protestants, rose again to a political importance, in 
which they were opposed to the ascendency of the 
prevailing party; a short struggle of rebellion, the 
natural result of an ungovemed desire of independence 
among a portion of the protestants, aided by the an- 
cient disaffection of the adverse party, brought the 
country into a situation, in which the minister was 
able to consolidate the empire by the union of Ire- 
land,' » 

So zealous was the British house of commons to 
promote the measures of administration, that the intire 
votes of the year amounted to £48,000,000; and a 
fresh subsidy of £2,000,000 was cheerfully granted, to 
encourage the emperor of Germany in his warlike 
views. On the fifteenth of May, two circumstances Attcmpte 
occurred regarding the king, which deeply interested ?J*g^.yig "^^ 
the feefingd^ of the whole nation: the first took place 
in the morning, whUe he was reviewing the grenadier 
guards in Hyde-park; when, during the firing, a ball 
struck and severely wounded a gentTeman named Ong- 
ley, attached to the navy-pay office, who was standing 
Within a few yards of his majesty :^^ the second in the 
evening, when he visited Drury-lane theatre, accom- 
panied by the queen and four of the princesses. As the 
sovereign entered the royal box, and advanced, with 
his usual condescension, to salute the audience, a 

» Vol. W. p. 506. 

M The cartouch-boxesof the battalion were immediately searched ; bntnoothev 
ball-cartridge being, found, the accident was supposed to have arisen from neglect 
in some one of the soldiers. 
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XLiiT' P^®*^^ ^^ discharged at him by a person who sat in 

'— the second row from the orchestra; but a gentleman, 

^®^" named Holroyd, having fortunately observed the man's 
action, suddenly raised his arm so as to direct the 
contents of the weapon toward the roof of the box : 
the king showed an admirable presence of mind on 
this occasion in calming the apprehensions of his 
family; and, far from betraying any symptom of fear, 
resolved to remain till the play was over; while the 
audience testified the most rapturous applause, when, 
recovering from the agony of suspense, they were 
assured of their beloved monarch's safety : the assassin, 
being seized on the spot, and conveyed to the music- 
room, was examined by the prin(^ of Wales, the duke 
of York, Mr. Sheridan, and others ; when it was satis- 
factorilv discovered, both then, and at his subsequent 
trial, tnat the person who had thus attempted his 
sovereign's life was of deranged intellects : his name 
was Hadfield, and he had served under the duke of 
York in Flanders, where he received many severe 
wounds in the head : though acquitted of the crime of 
treason, he was committed to safe custody during the 
remainder of his life. 

In consequence of this and other acts directed against 
the person of his majesty, two additional clauses were 
added to the insanity bill ; the first was to prevent 
any individual confined for alleged lunacy, from being 
bailed, without the concurrence of one of the magis- 
trates who committed him, except by the judges, or at 
the quarter sessions; the second provided more espe- 
cially for the personal safety of the sovereign: these 
provisions were the last important acts of the session 
of parliament, which was prorogued on the twenty- 
ninth of July. 

A remarkable campaign distinguished the year which 
terminated the eighteenth century. The emperor Paul, 
who was easily led away by impulses of passion, being 
enraged at the unexpected disasters which had befallen 
his troops in Switzerland and Holland, deserted the 
confederacy, and became one of the most ardent ad- 
mirers of JBonaparte : the archduke Charles too, the 
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only warrior who as yet emulated the fame of Napo- xlul 
leon, was, by the ruinous influence of the Aulic coun — ^^ 
cil, which had constantly controlled his operations and 
thwarted his views, deprived of his command; while 
the imperial forces were led by the veteran Kray in 
Germany, and by Melas in Italy. 

Napoleon's conquests had been visited with terrible Campaign 
retribution: a commander and a nation, who were*" ^' 
generally despised as barbarians, had torn her laurels 
jfrom the brow of France ; and the march of the Rus- 
sians in Italy had been over the wreck of her armies. 
In this emergency, Massena, styled ' the favorite child 
of fortune,' was sent across the Alps, with generals 
Soult, Oudinot, and Brune, to refix the national ban- 
ners on the banks of the Po : but victory at length 
deserted her favorite, and Massena was finally driven 
within the ramparts of Genoa. Soult highly signalised 
himself in this retreat, by one of those efibrts of gal- 
lantry which throw so much personal lustre on a 
commander : 20,000 Austrians had assailed his corps, 
which did not amount to 4000, at Montenotte; but the 
strength of this position gave him great advantage, and 
his troops long resisted the attack: toward evening, 
however, the rocks were found to be no longer tenable, 
and orders were given for an expeditious retreat to 
Genoa. The French had suffered much during the 
day; and at the commencement of their departure, the 
colunms were thrown into dreadful confusion by the 
explosion of an ammunition waggon : the soldiers were 
already flying down the hiUs to certain slaughter; 
when Sovdt rushed to their front, snatched the colors 
of a regiment from the ensign, and, amidst a storm of 
fire, firmly planted it on the height which they had 
deserted: the action was irresistible; the men rushed 
back with shouts, and kept the Austrians at bay tiU 
night; under cover of which, Soult threw a reinforce- 
ment into the fortress of Savona, and marched with 
the rest of his troops to Genoa.^^ The siege of that 
city was now formed ; and the Austrians, aware of 

" See Vie de Mar^chal Soult, par Alex. Sall6, Paris, 1834. 
VOL. IV. F F 
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x?jn Napoleon's preparations, pushed their advances with 
unusual rapidity; being powerfully assisted by a 
British squadron under admiral lord Keith. Mass^a, 
•with 25,000 men, soon had no other alternative but to 
force his way through the enemy, or to surrender: 
but Soult, in this emergency, made a bold effort to act 
on the Austrian communications, and open the block- 
ade : as a first step, he attacked their fortified post of 
Monte Creto; and leading on his division with great 
impetuosity, swept otf the opposing piquets, and rushed 
into the enemy's camp : but fortune turned, as soon as 
the Austrians recovered from the first surprise. The 
French soldiery have been compared to the tiger,— 
victorious at the first impulse, or not at all : they here 
missed their spring, ana attempted to retire: a des- 
perate conflict then ensued in the midst of darkness, 
illuminated only by flashes of lightning; while tor- 
rents of rain put an end to the use of musketry: their 
brave commander fell by a wound which was supposed 
to be mortal, and his troops dispersed themselves in 
flight. Massena still defended the dty widi a vigor 
and resolution that have seldom been surpassed: 
famine alone induced him to sign a capitulation honor- 
able to its defenders ; and on the fourth of June, Genoa 
was evacuated. 

Bonaparte now appeared to be the only arbiter into 
whose hands the destinies of France could safely be 
committed; and, being at the head of the executive 
power, he soon perceived which were the weak parte 
of the republic. Encouraged by late events, the roy- 
alists in Britany and Normandy had again risen in 
arms, to the number of 60,000 men : Napoleon's plan 
in this case was that of general conciliation; he ex- 
pressed a desire of peace, not only with royalists, but 
even with emigrants ; whom he invited by a proclama- 
tion to return : many constitutionalists, relying on the 
faith of government, daUy came back to France; as 
well as numbers of those who fled in the time of 
Robespierre, or at the convulsion in 1797: many 
estates even were restored, so far as restitution did 
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not violate the new tenures of property: gtill the xLia 
Chouans persisted in revolt; but in the beginning of — — — 
this year the first consul detached a considerable por- 
tion of them from the confederacy; and when pacific 
measures did not succeed, he effectually employed 
force witljL the rest : early in spring, he had intirely 
crushed insurrection ; and then, having established 
internal tranquillity, he made preparations for prose- 
cuting the war. 

In February, a proclamation was issued, complain* 
ing of the obstinacy of Great Britain in continmng 
hostilities, and inviting the French to furnish subsidies 
and men necessary for the acquisition of peace : at the 
same time it was deemed expedient that a force of 
60,000 conscripts should be assembled at Dijon: of 
this the first consul intended to take the comipand 
himself; while its denomination of an * army of reserve' 
was calculated to deceive the Austrians with regard to 
its fiiture destination. 

The state of affairs ia Italy has been already de- 
scribed. On the side of Germany, Moreau commanded 
100,000 men, extending from Switzerland to Mentz; 
his left wing being secured by Prussian neutrality, 
and his right by the Helvetic Alps; while his rear 
was protected by its communication with France and 
Belgium: this formidable host he directed toward 
Vienna, with the double purpose of making an impres. 
sion on that quarter, and of drawiag off the enemy's 
attention from the recovery of Italy. On the twenty- 
fifth of March, he crossed the Khine in four divisions, 
and formed a junction of his forces in Suabia, with 
the lake of Constance on his right : by various ma- 
noeuvres, he turned the right wing of the opposing 
army; and in a series of engagements, bravely con- 
tested on both sides, he was eventually, so successful, 
that he commanded Franconia and Suabia on the left, 
laying both those countries under contributions, inter- 
cepting supplies, and destroying many magazines: in 
front, he occupied the attention of the whole Austrian 
army ; and from his right, he was able to send detach-' 

F F 2 
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CHAP, ments to the south: in this manner, for near two 

— - — months, he kept his adversaries ignorant of his designs; 

^®^* alarmed them by marches and feigned irruptions, for 

the safety of their hereditary states; and prevented 

them from prosecuting effective operations in the 

Italian provinces. 

At length, the time was come when Napoleon's pre- 
sence was required : informed of the critical situation 
of Massena, he placed himself at the head of his troops 
in Burgundy, with an intention of passing the Alps, 
and descending on the rear of the Austrian army, 
which was now directed toward the Savoy Alps, in 
pursuit of Suchet: their commander, Melas, had his 
nead-quarters at Alessandria ; and thus his commu- 
nications would be cut off, his plans deranged, his 
troops obliged to counter-march and take new posi- 
tions, whilst a defeat would be ruin : these views of 
his antagonist were too bold to have entered into the 
Austrian's conception; and Bonaparte well knew the 
value of a surprise in warfare. On the sixth of May, 
the first consul left Paris ; and on the fifteenth, his 
army reached the Great Saint Bernard; when the 
soldiers, inspired with an enthusiastic admiration of 
their general, quickly surmounted all the difficulties 
of that Alpine region, which was considered pervious 
only to foot passengers and mules: dismounting the 
artillery, they placed their guns in troughs hollowed 
out of trees ; and these were drawn by 500 or 600 
men, according to the size of the piece: the wheels, 
fixed on poles, were carried on their shoulders; and 
tumbrils were placed with their axle-trees on sledges: 
even in May, the winter is still unmitigated in those 
wild regions; while the dangers and difficulties of ice 
and snow are terribly increased by the constant fiiry of 
the whirlwind : a large sum of money had been trans- 
mitted to the monks of the convent, to provide refresh- 
ment for the exhausted soldiers; and thus relieved, 
they resumed their toils with alacrity toward the 
valley of Aosta, tiU they arrived at the little fortress 
of Bard, which, by the strength of its position, stopped 
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the march : it was summoned and cannonaded, but in ^Lin* 
vain ; during the darkness of the night, however, the ' 

road beneath was strewed with straw, over which the 
cannon silently passed : had its commander, by open- 
ing his fire, delayed their advance much longer, all the 
advantages of surprise might have been lost to the 
invaders. Bonaparte, following the course of tte^H®^ 
Dora and the Po, entered Milan and Pavia, having itaiy. 
seized all the letters passing between Melas and the 
Aulic council. 

Established in Milan, and waiting for reinforcements 
from the army of Switzerland, he despatched his diffe- 
rent generals to seize the towns on the Po; while 
Murat, in capturing Piacenza, intercepted a courier 
with tidings of the fell of Genoa : this misfortune left 
Napoleon no object but that of giving battle to Melas, 
who had concentrated his forces at Alessandria; while 
those which had reduced Genoa, marched to sur- 
prise the advanced posts of the French as they passed 
the Po : but these were met by Lannes at Montebello, 
and driven back on Melas, with a loss of 5000 men; 
an omen of the terrible slaughter about to ensue. 

The French army now took a very strong position 
at Stadella, in order that Suchet might close on the 
rear of the Austrians, while Massena brought up his 
liberated garrison. As Melas showed no signs of 
movement, and Bonaparte feared that he might escape 
by marching northward toward Pavia, or southward 
toward Genoa, he determined to descend into the plains 
of Marengo, though he gave an advantage to his ad- 
versaries, who were on the other side of the Bormida, 
and at liberty either to attack or defend the course of 
that river : so little activity, however, did Melas ex- 
hibit, that Napoleon detached Desaix, on his left, to 
prevent any movement of his antagonist in the direc- 
tion of Genoa; but at that moment, the Austrian had 
decided, in a council of war, that the only mode of 
reaching Genoa in safety was by a battle. 

On the morning of the fourteenth of June, the Battle of 
Austrians crossed the river over three bridges, and^^®°^^ 
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^^- found the French, not draTra up in line, but thrown 
- back in separate divisions, at considerable intervals, ex* 
tending from Marengo, the village nearest the Bormida, 
to their head-quarters at San uiuliano : at the former 
point the first attack was made; but the imperialists, 
instead of marching boldly to the charge, deployed, 
planted batteries, and endeavored to effect bv the fire 
of artillery what an assault might have carried at once; 
and this afforded time for Bonaparte to recall Desaix: 
the right and left of the Austrians, however, composed 
chiefly of superb cavalry, swept all obstacles before 
them ; and then, turning toward the centre at Marengo, 
expelled the enemy, and threw them into great con- 
fusion; so that Melas, thinking the battle won, and 
having sent a large body of cavahy to meet the ad- 
vance of Suchet, retired to Alessandria in order to 
write his despatches : Napoleon, however, was pre- 
paring to make a stand at San Giuliano, and avenge 
his previous defeat : there Desaix joined him, and 
applauded his resolve ; the artillery was placed in one 
tremendous battery, commanding the high road, along 
which the Austrians moved in column, as to certain 
victory, commanded by general Zach, in the absence 
of Melas. 

As the imperialists advanced, the battery was 
unmasked, and swept their ranks; while Desaix led 
up his fresh division on one side; and Eellerman, on 
the other, with a brigade of cavalry, was looking fi)r 
an opportunity to charge : he soon found it ; cut 
through the column ; recharged, and traversed it 
several times with such slaughter, that the foremost 
division, with its conunander Zach, laid down their 
arms : the rest then fled in utter confiision across the 
wide plain of Marengo, toward the bridges, pursued 
and slaughtered by the victorious foe. The brave 
Besaix had fallen by a musket-ball at the moment of 
his advance; but the charge of you^ig Eellerman was 
the decisive movement; and when Napoleon, after the 
battle, exhibited so much jealousy, as to offer lukewarm 
praise to the brave officer who directed it, by calling 
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it ' opportune,' the answer was, — * Opportune, indeed; xlul 
for it has placed the crown on your head.' 

The consequences of this short campaign were as 
important as those of the long struggle in 1796 : all 
the conquests of Suwarrof were lost in a day: Ales- 
sandria was taken ; Genoa was re-occupied ; the 
Austrians, entering into an armistice, retired behind 
the Miixcio; and Napoleon returned in triumph to 
Paris, after proclaiming his resolve that Lombardy 
with Liguria should form one powerful republic; and 
establishing a provisional administration at Milan. 
On the fourteenth of July he celebrated the anniversary 
of the revolution in the Champ de Mars; and on that 
spot, where deputies from all parts of France had met 
to swear solemn vows to liberty, a military dictator 
now appeared, in the midst of his guards, bearing the 
Austrian standards taken at Marengo : the acclama- 
tions of the people were the same at both epochs; for 
in Napoleon, the overturner of ancient dynasties, the 
conqueror of their ancient foes, and remodeller of 
their decayed constitution, they still saw the ref^- 
sentative of what they called liberty and the revo- 
lution. 

In the mean time, as the imperial army opposed 
to Moreau, had retired before that general from Ulm 
toward Bavaria, the French took possession of 
Munich, and laid the country under heavy contribu- 
tions : at the same time, the right wing, under 
Lecourbe, drove the Austrians from the Grisons, and 
entered the Tyrol; while, on the left, a new army of 
French and Batavians were preparing to penetrate into 
Franconia and Bohemia. The court of Vienna, gene- 
rally more vigorous under adverse than prosperous 
fortune, animated also by the exhortations and supplies 
of Oreat Britain, had hitherto refused all terms offered 
by the enemy : but as he now menaced the very heart 
of their dominions, it was judged expedient to sue for 
an armistice; which Moreau, with Bonaparte's sanc- 
tion, granted on the fourteenth of July. On the 
twenty-eighth of the same month, preliminaries of 
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^xuu P^^^J ^^ *^^ hasis of that of Campo Formio, were 

'- signed at Paris ; but the emperor, meanwhile, had 

1600. p^ceived his subsidy from England, and concluded a 
new treaty with that power; the chief article of which 
prohibited either of the contracting parties from 
making peace without the other: adhering, therefore, 
to tTiis engagement, the Austrian court endeavored to 
include its ally in the negotiation ; but Napoleon's 
policy was to detach members from the confederacy, 
so that he threw insurmountable obstacles in the way 
of this proposal; and his imperial majesty reftised to 
ratify the preliminaries, alleging that tne Austrian 
envoy, St. Julien, had exceeded his powers. As the 
armistice was to expire on the seventh of September, 
he put himself at the head of his army, and endeavored 
to rouse the whole force of Germany in defence of the 
empire : but the north was kept inactive by the adverse 
neutrality of Prussia ; while other weak princes were 
intimidated by their formidable invaders : his imperial 
majesty then proposed a prolongation of the armistice 
foiuthe space of forty-five days; and this was granted 
only on the delivery of Philipsburg, Ulm, and Ingols- 
tadt, as securities : it expired ; and, late as the season 
was, both parties took the field. Moreau was on the 
banks of the Iser ; the imperialists, under the archduke 
John, on those of the Inn — a good line of defence, 
which they unfortunately quitted, and marched to the 
attack through wretched roads, rendered worse by 
November weather. At the first encounter, Ney was 
driven back with considerable loss ; and this gleam of 
success emboldened the archduke to advance through 
the forest of Ebersburg, against Moreau, who lay at 
Battle of Hohenlinden: he had, however, no sooner begun to 
Hohenhn- jj^qj.^]^^ ^jjgj^ g^ hcavy showcr of snow and sleet so 
retarded his troops, that the centre column alone 
arrived at its place of destination : it was met, issuing 
from the forest, by the divisions of Ney and Grouchy; 
while another corps, conducted by Richepanse, passing 
between it and the Austrian left wing, attacked it in 
the rear : a total defeat and surrender of the centre 



GEORGE m. 441 

ensued ; when the rest of the army was utterly routed ^jj^' 

and put to flight: the battle of Hohenlinden would '- 

not have taken place had the archduke Charles com- *®^* 
manded; but that prince was in disgrace for having 
recommended peace. The contest was now decided : 
the British court sensible of the alarming situation in 
which the emperor was placed, released nim from his 
engagements : he then renewed his negotiations with 
the first consul; and the treaty of Luneville followed; Treaty of 
little differing from that of Campo Formio, except that ^'"*^^^- 
Tuscany was now taken from an Austrian archduke, 
and given to a Spanish prince of Parma, who assumed 
the title of king of Etruria :^^ Italy resumed its repub- 
lican forms of government imder French protection ; 
the Rhine being still the boundary of France on the 
side of Germany : southern Italy was treated by the 
first consul with leniency; his forbearance being 
soUcited by the Russian eiperor, whose friendship 
would have been considered worth preserving at a 
much greater price. Rome also experienced similar 
favor; the new pope, Chiaramonte, who assumed the 
name of Pius VII., being allowed to retain the reins of 
government : the consul, with the instinct of a future 
sovereign, meditated an alliance between church and 
state. 

While Bonaparte was thus crushing every hope that Naval 
Great Britain derived from continental struggles, this oJ^^^T* 
country undertook several expeditions, in which her Britain. 
naval power was enabled to act, either independently, 
or in co-operation with her military forces. A squad- 
ron, under sir Edward Pellew, in the Impetueux, 
having silenced several forts on the south-west of the 
peninsula of Quiberon, a party of soldiers landed, and 
destroyed them: an attack was afterwards made on 
various posts; six brigs, sloops, and gun-boats were 
taken ; a corvette burned ; a fort dismantled ; and 
supplies, destined for the Brest fleet, intercepted : the 
whole of this service was performed with the loss of 

" For this, Spain ceded to France, Louisiana, which was subsequently pur- 
chased from France by the United States of America. 
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XLHL *^^ ™^^ killed on board the Thames frigate, and one 
' in the boats; but it was ascertained, that the French 
royalists were not strong enough to warrant a descent 
on the coast, for which 5000 men had been sent, under 
the command of general Maitland. Sir Edward then 
proposed an imTnediate attack on Belleisle, from a 
conviction that nothing would enable the British to 
harass their foes more effectually than the possession 
of that island ; but the general, not having so intimate 
a knowlege of the place, and aware of the difficulty 
and loss which a much larger force had formerly ex* 
perienced in taking it, objected to the attempt; and 
tlie enemy in a few days settled the question, by 
strongly reinforcing its garrison : the troops were then 
landed on the small island of Houat, about two leagues 
south of Quiberon point, where they remained en- 
camped, while the squadron cruised off Fort LouiSr 
On the eighth of July, an attempt was made to cap- 
ture or destroy four frigates in the road of Dunkirk; 
one of which, La D^sir^, fell into the hands of captain 
Campbell, of the Dart: but an exploit, performyed 
about this time by Mr. Coghlan, acting lieutenant in 
the Viper cutter, excited great admiration, as an 
instance of the signal intrepidity and prowess which 
are found united in British seamen. This young 
gentleman, being off Port Louis, obtained sir Edward 
Pellew's permission to cut out some vessels at the 
entrance of the harbor; and made the attempt in a 
ten-oared cutter, with a midshipman and eighteen 
sailors, on the night of the twenty-ninth of July. 
Rowing up to a gun-brig, mounting three twenty-four 
pounders and four six pounders, with a complement 
of eighty-seven men, within pistol-shot of three batte- 
ries, and not a mile from a seventy-four-gun ship and 
a frigate, thgr boarded her, and charged the enemy; 
who made a gallant resistance, repeatedly driving back 
their assailants: but this handM of Britons as often 
returned to the charge; and, with a loss of one killed 
and eight woimded, including the commander himself, 
made prize of the brig, aad carried her off in triumph. 
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So brilliant an action was rewarded with peculiar ^^X' 

notice: the squadron unanimously gave up the prize '— 

to its captors; earl St. Vincent presented Mr. Coghlan ^®^* 
vnith a sword ; and he was immediately made lieu- 
tenant by an order of council, though he had still one 
year and a half to serve. On the coast of Africa, the 
forts of Goree surrendered to a small squadron under 
sir Charles Hamilton; and the island of Curacao in 
the West Indies, one of the few remaining colonies of 
the Batavian republic, placed itself voluntarily under 
British protection. In August, a squadron under the 
command of sir John Borlase Warren, with a military 
force under sir James Pulteney, arrived at the isle of 
Houat; re-embarked the British troops; and, being 
joined by the Impetueux, proceeded to the coast of 
Spain, for the purpose of attacking Ferrol: the fleet 
arrived in the bay of Playa de Dominos on the twenty- 
fifth; and the troops were immediately landed, under 
cover of the Impetueux, assisted by the Brilliant and 
Cynthia sloops of war, with the St. Vincent gun-boat : 
their fire soon silenced a fort, mounting eight twenty- 
four pounders; and sixteen field-pieces being also 
landed, the sailors dragged them, together with scaling 
ladders, to the heights above Ferrol : a slight skirmish 
took place on the first advance of the troops, and a 
sharper affair next morning ; but the enemy were driven 
back ; and the heights, commanding the town and 
harbor, were completely gained, with a loss of only 
sixteen killed and sixty-eight wounded. The British 
troops saw moored below them six large ships of the 
line, which they already accounted as prizes, when sir 
James Pulteney resolved to abandon the enterprise: 
sir Edward Pellew entreated that he might be allowed 
to make the attack with his sailors only; for he felt 
confident that the town would yield: but the general, 
forming a different estimate of difficulties, and bdieving 
that the place could not be taken without a delay and 
loss which might interfere with the ulterior objects of 
the expedition, persevered in his determination, and 
re-embarked his troops without loss, the same night : 
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XLHL *^^ squadron then escorted them to Gibraltar, to join 

— the force already collected there; but it was afterwards 

ascertained, that the garrison of Ferrol, in despair of 
making effectual resistance, had been prepared to 
surrender the keys of that city.^^ 

Sir Ealph Abercrombie, with an army of about 
20,000 men, and a fleet of twenty ships of the line, 
commanded by lord Keith, having appeared off Cadiz 
while a pestilential disease was raging, the governor 
sent a letter to the British admiral, deprecating an 
attack under such circumstances ; but his lordship re- 
plied, that, as the ships in harbor were intended to 
increase the naval power of France, it could be averted 
only by their surrender : * the governor, however, 
rejected this requisition ; and, as the army had a more 
important object in view, the intention of attacking 
Cadiz was also abandoned ; and the fleet proceeded to 
the Mediterranean. One detachment landed its troops 
at Minorca, which had lately been captured from 
Spain, there to wait for the ulterior objects of the 
expedition; while the other sailed toward Malta, in 
order to co-operate in the reduction of that island. 
Malta cap. Malta had been blockaded since the autumn of 
ISe^ritish. 1798 ; and, though it was anxious to shake off the 
yoke of the French, possession of the forts secured 
the latter against popular insurrection: rear-admiral 
P^r^e attempted to relieve the garrison, in the G^n^- 
reux, attended by three frigates, but was captured on 
the coast of Sicily. When provisions became very 
scarce in the island, the Guillaume Tell, the only ship 
of the line now left to the French from the fleet which 
fought at Aboukir, attempted to escape; but she was 
gallantly pursued and attacked by the Penelope frigate, 
captain Blackwood, who carried away her main and 
mizen top-masts ; and by captain Dixon, of the Lion, 
sixty-four, who, with only 300 men on "board, placed 
his ship under the bow of the finest two-decker in the 
world, carrying 1220 men: this enabled sir Edward 
Berry, in the Foudroyant, of eighty guns, to come up, 

<s See Life of Lord Ezmoutb, p. 204. 
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and act, as lord Nelson observed, * with that matchless ^f« • 

intrepidity and able conduct, which he had remarked 

in many trying situations.' ^* The Foudroyant was laid 
so close alongside her adversary, that her spare 
anchor was but just clear of the other's main chains : 
sir Edward hailed, and desired her to strike ; but the 
French admiral D^cr^s answered only by brandishing 
a sword, and by a broadside; the action thus began; 
and both ships were soon in such a state, that they 
separated, as unmanageable, to repair damages: the 
fight then recommenced, and the French admiral 
nailed his colors to the mast; nor did he strike, before 
all his masts and rigging were shot away, and his ship 
lay like a log on the water, with 400 of her crew killed 
or wounded: two frigates afterwards retired from 
Malta, with part of its garrison on board ; but one was 
taken ; and the other alone escaped of all the ship» 
which had composed the Egyptian expedition. Des^ 
pairing of relief, general Vaubois now offered to 
capitulate: the conditions were accepted; the troops 
were permitted to return to France, on the condition 
of not serving tiU regularly exchanged; and Malta, 
that great citadel of the Mediterranean, like Gibraltar 
its key, became an appendage of the British empire. • 

Napoleon left Egypt, at the close of 1799, and the Events in 
chief command of his army to general Kleber; which ^^p^ 
oflBLcer, in prosecution of Bonaparte's own design, 
entered into negotiations with the Ottoman commaur 
der to evacuate the country, on condition that the 
French troops were permitted to return unmolested to 
Europe. This convention, which was signed on the 
twenty-fourth of January, being referred to sir Sidney 
Smith by the Turks, was guaranteed by him; but the 

>^ ' I thank God,* said bis lordship, ' I was not present ; I would not take a 
iprig of those brave men's laurels : toey are my children, in whom I glory : they 
served in my school ; and all of us caught our professional zeal and fire from the 
great and good earl St. Vincent.' Sir Edward was also engaged in the capture of 
his old antagonist, Le Genereux ; and when the officers and crew, by whom^ he had 
been plundered of all his property, applied to him to be allowed to retain their 
clothes, he good-humoredly reminded them of their base conduct ^ himself, by 
saying, ' Yes ; and you may keep my own also ;* which some of them were 
actnally wearing. 
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^^^ British cabinet, not aware of sir Sidney's share in the 
— — — transaction, and thinking that itwould he highly impoli- 
' tic to liberate so large a force to act against the emperor, 
their ally, instructed lord Keith not to ratify it; 
accordingly, that admiral sent a letter to Eleber, 
acquaintmg him that he had received orders to reject 
any capitulation, unless he should surrender his troops 
prisoners of war, not to go to France until exchanged; 
and should deliver up aU ships and stores in the port 
of Alexandria. Eleber, indignant at this unexpected 
message, apprised the Turks that the convention was 
at an end: nostilities recommenced, and some consi- 
derable advantages were gained by the French; but, 
after he had dispersed the army of the grand vizir, and 
quelled an insurrection in Cairo, that excellent officer 
was assassinated by a Turkish emissary, leaving the 
command to general Menou, a man in all respects his 
inferior : from this time the negotiation appears to 
have been discontinued, and Menou to have resolved 
on defending Egypt to the last. Such was the situa^ 
tion of affairs in the East: in the West the prospect 
was more discouraging for Great Britain : France had 
now reduced the continent of Europe almost to a state 
of vassalage; while the emperor Paul, having broken 
his connexion with England, and complaining of her 
maritime encroachments, labored to re-establish among 
the northern powers that armed neutrality, which had 
been a favorite scheme in his mother's pohCT-. 
E °*j^ At home, the year was still distinguished by an 
"^ exorbitant price of all the necessaries of life : the evil 
was borne patiently till harvest commenced; and then 
prices fell with considerable rapidity : but about Sep- 
tember, when it was still believed that the crop waj 
abundant, bread again rose, and reports were circulated 
that this calamity proceeded from forestallers and 
monopolisers, combining to enrich themselves by the 
public distress, and facifitating their combinations by 
means of an increased paper currency. Hence riots 
and other violent proceedings took place throughout 
the kingdom, and London was terribly agitated; but 
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Mr. Combe, the lord mayor, by aid of the voluhteeTB, ^fj^ 
succeeded in repressing commotions ivithout blood- 
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shed. 

As our government, during negotiations between ^egc^ia- 
France and Austria, had intimated to the latter ^^e^ 
power a desire of being included in a treaty of peace, 
the first consul authorised M. Otto, a gentleman 
employed in England as agent for the exchange of 
prisoners, to propose a truce between the French 
and British forces by land and sea. The answer re* 
turned by our cabinet was, that it was ready to send 
a plenipotentiary to a congress ; but that no maritime 
armistice had ever been established between France 
and England during any negotiation; and that such 
a step, by giving rise to disputes, might obstruct rather 
than promote a pacification : M. Otto answered, that 
an English armistice would be only an equivalent to 
France, for the obvious disadvantages of prolonging 
the Austrian truce. The armistice proposed to Eng- 
land, as a joint negotiator with Austria, was, that 
the ships of Great Britain and France should enjoy 
freedom of navigation as before the war; that Belleisle^ 
Malta, and Alexandria should be placed in a state 
similar to that of Philipsburg, Ulm, and Ingoldstadt; 
vessels being allowed to supply the garrisons with 
stores; while the British fleets should draw off from 
Flushing, Cadiz, Brest, and Toulon. Lord GrenviUe, 
after dwelling on the manifest disadvantage of this 
scheme to England, proposed a counter-project more 
equitable ; prohibiting all means of defence from en- 
tering Malta, or any Egyptian port, while the neces^ 
saries of life might be introduced from time to time; 
and discontinuing the blockade of Brest and other 
French ports, provided no military or naval stores 
were conveyed thither by sea, and the ships of war in 
them were not removed to any other station. The 
French government, not satisfied with such proposals, 
offered this alternative : — if Great Britain would agree 
to a separate negotiation, her scheme should be adopted ; 
but if she insisted on a general negotiation, she must 
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^xiAvl ^^^^® ^7 *^® French proposition. Lord Grenville stfll 
axlhered to his own tenns, and M. Otto declared the 
discussion at an end; adding, however, that the first 
consul was ready to receive any overture for a separate 
peace : but to this proposal the British government 
gave an honorable and decisive negative. 

A domestic occurrence took place this year which 
requires notice from the historian, quite as much as a 
battle or a foreign negotiation ; being connected with 
an example of moral courage and philanthropic views, 
at one of those periods, when persons of weaker nerves 
and instinct shrink from exertions which may appear 
at the moment unprofitable to others, and inconvenient 
or dangerous to themselves. At this time very little 
amelioration had been made in criminal law ; the 
gallows-tree at every assize was crowded with victims, 
who paid the forfeit of life for theft, forgery, arson, 
and various other offences; whilst every attempt made 
to mitigate the severity of our code was met with 
declarations such as these — that no other means ex- 
isted but the fear of death to restrain men from the 
commission of atrocious crimes — that its iiifliction was 
sanctioned by the written word of God — and that 
although our laws might be severe, the execution of 
them was conducted with discretion and tempered by 
mercy : at the period in question prison discipline waa 
unknown — the principles of morality were very imper- 
fectly understood; when the pulpit resounded more 
with discourses drawn from the old than the new 
Testament — and few persons saw, or cared to see, the 
cruelty of leaving mercy to the caprice or character 
of individuals.^^ The following was the incident which 
has given occasion for the foregoing observations. 

On the morning of Friday, October 4, 1799, a fire 
broke out in the premises of a Mrs. Syer, of Hadleigh; 
and soon afterwards a young girl, named Sarah Lloyd, 
her servant, and Joseph Claxke, the supposed accom- 

'* The shameful maimer in which warrants for execution were passed over by 
the priTv council, is strongly illustrated by a passage in the Life of Lord Eldon, on 
whom the transaction then related reflects infinite credit — See vol. i. p. 399. 
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plice of the latter, were committed to prison for setting chap. 
fire to, and robbing the house. On Monday, March 24, ^^"^' 
1800, they were tried at Bury St. Edmund's; not for ^^^^• 
incendiarism, but merely for steahng in a dwelling- 
house above the value of forty shillings; when Clarke 
was acquitted and the girl was capitally convicted. 
The judge, in passing sentence, warned her strongly 
against entertaining any hope of mercy, and fixed the 
time of execution for the ninth of April : on that day, 
however, the crowd who had assembled to witness the 
horrid scene were disappointed; for it was given out, 
that certain circumstances had transpired favorable to 
the culprit; and that the execution was deferred until 
his majesty's pleasure could be ascertained: the fact 
was, that Mr. Capel LoflFt, a county magistrate, and 
a benevolent though eccentric person, being made 
acquainted with those extenuating circumstances, and 
being also averse to the often-abused punishment of 
death, had prevailed on the under-sheriff to stay the 
execution ; while a petition for mercy, signed by him- 
self and the rev. Dr. Drummond of Hadleigh, was trans- 
mitted to the duke of Portland, then home secretary 
of state. It would, perhaps, be hard to ascribe the re- 
jection of this petition to the liberal principles known to 
be entertained by Mr. Lofft, and which at this period 
were generally confounded with Jacobinical or revo- 
lutionary views; but, at all events, a severe rebuke 
was sent to the two gentlemen who had thus inter- 
fered with the administration of the law; and an 
order was transmitted to the sheriff to see execution 
done upon Sarah Lloyd, on Wednesday the twenty- 
third. When the fatal day arrived which was to give 
to the law its victim, Mr. Lofft ascended the cart in 
which she sat, and made a very impressive speech to 
the multitude, justifying what the under-sheriff had 
done, ascribing the poor girl's present situation to the 
artifices of the villain who had escaped ; rejoicing in 
the belief, that the time she had gained for repentance 
had been so spent as to be the prelude to her future 
bUss, and anticipating the period when the severity 
of our inhuman laws would be modified. For this 

VOL. IV. G G 
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CHAP, conduct he was struck out of the commission of the 
^"'™' peace; when he retired to his seat of Troston-Hall, 
1800, where conscious integrity supported him under the 
load of obloquy to which he was exposed, as an enemy 
to all order and good government. It is to be regret- 
ted that he did not throw up his commission as a 
magistrate before he interfered in the cause of humanity, 
and then there would have been no clashing of duties 
in the case: but we must make. some allowance for 
the imperfections of human nature; while we reflect 
that great evils in society demand the bold exertions of 
generous and daring spirits. It may also be remarked, 
that in March, this year, came out the popular poem 
of * The Farmer's Boy,' under the patronage of Mr. 
Gapel Lofffc; and that the stem judge who sentenced 
poor Sarah Lloyd, most probably was the same Mac- 
donald who, at the summer assize, received that cutting 
rebuke from another female, whom he condemned to 
death; and whom he actually transported for life, for 
an act which she did not know to be a crime ; and 
which his own cruel inattention to her circumstances 
led her to commit. ^^ 
Parlia- Xhc last British parliament assembled on the tenth 

precautions of Novcmbcr, in order to despatch its most urgent 
wa^? business before the meeting of the united legislature. 
To alleviate public distress, the dangerous measure of 
a maximum was brought forward by the earl of War- 
wick; proposing to fix the price of a bushel of wheat 
at ten shillings, though it was actually selling for 
twenty: but the mischievous notion of an artificial 
scarcity was exploded by the wisdom of parliament; 
and this motion was rejected. In considering the pre- 
sent dearth, the first point to be ascertained was, 
whether there was a deficiency in the crop: com- 
mittees were appointed to investigate facts; and their 
report stated that it was defective by about one-fourth : 
to supply this, a majority in both houses proposed 
to encourage the importation of com and rice ; to pre- 

*» See the Life of Margaret Oatchpole, so admirably edited by the Rct. R. 
Cobbold ; a book which, above all others, shews that the romance of imagination 
may be surpassed by the romance of real life. 
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vent any export of grain; and to diminbh its con- chap. 
sumption by substitutes and economy : acts were ^^"^' 
passed, enjoining the use of mixed and inferior kinds ^""^ 
of bread, and giving bounties for importation; the 
distillation of spirits from grain was also suspended; 
and, greatly to the honor of our nation, the hand of 
charity was liberally opened. In discussing the late 
negotiations, a great majority commended tide resolu- 
tion of government not to conclude a separate peace; 
though opposition members predicted that Great 
Britain would be tdtimately compelled to accede to 
such a plan. The supplies having been voted, parlia- 
ment was prorogued, on the last day of the year, by 
his majesty in person. 
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